
THE OITY OF NEW YORK. 
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':-:iTY OF NEW YORK, 
"J.\HD OF ESTIMATE & APPORTIONMENT, 
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A.SSIGNED-TO 

/ 
WEDNESDA.", MAY 2d, 1S77. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of t,he previous meeting of April 25th, 1877, 

were read and &.pproved. 

The ,t~llowing communications were presented and read: 

Meteorological Observatory. 

From tbeCounsel to the Corporation, in which he states 
that the salaries of the Director of the Meteorological Observ

atory, and his Assistants should be charged to the appropria
tion for" Salaries," and not to the appropria.tion of $30,000 for 

the" Keeping, &c., of the Collections in the American Museum 
of Natural History and the Metropolitan Museum of Art." 

(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 669.) 

Filed. 

Museum of. Na~ural History. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation in reference to the 
claim of Mr. F. W. Lawrence for $726.60 for alleged extra 

work in laying the' artificial stone floor on the Mu -eum of , 

Na.tUfltl History 13uilding, in whi0h 4e states that under the 
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terms of the contract the decision of the Architect is final and 
conclusive, and that as the Architect has decided that the work 

claimed as extra by the contractor is included in his contract, 

the contractor is bound thereby. Also that the contract pro
vides that before any extra work is executed an agreement in 

writing shall be entered into between the contractor and the 
Department respecting the same, and that without such an 

agreement no extra price shall be allowed, and that the 
Department has not now the power to allow Mr. Lawrence any 
compensation for the work, on account of which he makes his 

claim. 
(Minutes, March 14, 1877, p. 679.) 

The PRESIDE~T moved that said communication be filed and 
that, in pursuance of the advice therein, the claim of Mr. F. 
W. Lawrence be, and hereby is, rejected and disallowed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
ther'3of, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Riverdale Avenne and Broadway in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the dangerous condition of the railing of the 
bridge at the corner of Riverdale Avenue and Spuyten Duyvil 
Road; and also to the condition of the west sidewalk on 
Broadway, four hundred feet north of Church street, in the 
Twenty-fourth Ward. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Laying Out the Twenty-third and Twenty.fourth Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 
three similar maps of the streets, &c., &c., in the Twenty-fourth 
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Ward, west of the easterly line of Broadway, prepared for 

filing as directed by the Board. 
(Minutes, February 28 and April 11, 1877, pp. 646 and 747.) 

Commissioner Wetmore then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That William R. Martin, the President, one of 
the members of the Board of Commissioners of the Depart
ment of Pnblic Parks be, and hereby is, designated and direct
ed to' certify and file, as provided by law, the three similar 
maps or plans, each comprising a title page, explanatory re
marks, and eight sheets, entitled" Map, with filed notes and 
explanatory remarks, showing the location, width, course, 

.windings and classification of streets, roads and avenues, and 
public parks or places within that part of the Twenty-fourth 
Ward of the City of New York lying west of the easterly line 
of Br~adway, laid out and classified by the Commissioners 
of the Department of Public Parks of the City of New York, 
in pursuance of the provisions of Chapter 604 of the Laws 
of 11;74, passed 5th of June, 1874, and Ohapter 436 of the 
Laws of 1876, passed 2d of June, 1876," dated" New York, 
April 25, 1877," and signed" Fredk. Law Olmsted, Landscape 
Architect, Department of Public Parks," and "J. James R. 
Croes, Oivil and Topographical Engineer, Department of 
Pnlllic Parks." The streets, roads, and avenues, and the 
classification thereof, and the public parks or places, as shown 
on the said map, being such as to the Oommissioners of the 
Department of Public Parks, or a majority of them, seem most 
conducive tu the public good. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resol';'tion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as followR : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wen man, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that it 
is necessary to procure an office for the use of the engineers at 
or near the work on the Brook A venue sewer. 

Filed. 
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Boston Road. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 

the grading of Boston Avenu"l, from Third Avenue to One 

hundred and sixty-fifth Street, is completed, except where 
the horse railroad company have their track, recommend
ing that said company be required, as directed by Chapter 
6';'8, Laws of 1871, to make their track conform to the grade 

of the road, and submitting a plan showing the proper posi

tion of the track. 
(Minutes, Nov. 3, 1876, p. 384.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the said railroad company be 
directed to readjust the position of their track on said portion 

of Boston Road, in conformity with the plan submitted by the 

Civil and Topographical Engineer. 
Adopted. 

Third Avenue. in 23d Ward. 

From Mr. Thomas Rte, the owner of the triangle formed by 
Third Avenue, Alexander Avenue, and One hundred and forty

lSecond Street, in the Twenty-third Ward, stating th'1t he is 
desirous to dedicate the northern portion of said triangle 'as a 
part of the public streets, and asking this Department to take 
such action as may be necessary for that purpose. 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer for his 
report. 

Benjamin Burger. 

From Mr. Isaac L. Peet, making application to have Mr. 
Benjamin Burg~r appointed a gate-keeper. 

Filed. 

Lincoln Statute. 

From Mr. Joseph Forbes, Commander of Abraham Lincoln 
Post of the Grand Al'my of the Republic, requesting permis
sion for said Post to decorate the statue of Lincoln on Deco-

I 

~ I. 
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ration Day, and that the Department would fill four vases, 
which they will place round the statue, with palms and 

flowers. 
Oommissioner WENMAN moved that the permission requested 

be granted. 
Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. J. H. Strahan, attorney for Messrs. Moran & Arm
strong, stating that the claim of Messrs. Moran & Armstrong 
for work at the Museum of Art, is not for extra work under 
their contract, but for work independent of their cfJntract, and 

that the Department is not bound by Sec. 91, Ohapter 335, 

Laws of 1873, in the work of constructing the Museum build
ing, and therefore, requesting that the necessary requisition 
be made upon the Oomptroller of the city for the payment of 
the claim. 

(Minute», January 31, 1877, p. 574.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication, and the 
question of the power of this Department to pass upon said 
bill and direct its,payment, be referred to Oounsel to the Oor
poration for his advice. 

Adopted. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From Mr. A. P. Boller, requesting that his proposal for the 
construction of the iron bridge over Harlem River' be returned 
to him. 

File~l. 
(Minutes, February 28, 1877, p. 635.) 

Music on Central Park. 

From Mr. H. B. Dodworth and Mr. O. S. Grafulla, request
ing that they be engaged to furnish the music in Oentral Park 
this season. 

(Minutes, April 25,1877, p. 777.) 

Referred to the President to report. 



6 [ Wednesday, 

Oommissioner WENMAN, Chairmanof the Auditing Committee 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
e.xamined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

De Grauw, Aymar & Co., oars all,j rope.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ........ . 
Drepps M. Atlas .•................... Snrveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Fairbanks & Company, scale and moulds. Surveying, laying' 

Forsyth, John and Robt. Sherman, 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

. broken stone... .. ................. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 
Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ............................. Maint. and Govmt, 

P. & P ........ . 
Holbrook, E. F. & Bros., glass ........ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........• 
Kelso Bros., coal.. . ............ : .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P&P ......... 
Leroy, Louis, or Pabst & Esch, plants ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ 
New York Mutual Gas Light Co., rent .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P •.•..• 
Prentice, James, repairs to inst ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....••.. 
Pierce, F. O. do Co., oil, paints, and 

putty ............................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 

Reeves, Robt. C., grass seed ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 
Ruhe, Louis, bird food ................ Maint and Govmt. 

P.&P •...•.•.. 

$30 82 

40 00 

54 00 

1,890 00 

62 60 

48 42 

47 50 

321 52 

1,250 00 

45 60 

$2 78 

41S 48 

48 26 

{)1 36 

1600 
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Worthen, W. E., steam engine .•.•..... Harlem R. B.Rep. 

Jmpt. & Maint., 

18'76 ........ .. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. • $1,452 30 

City Parks Improvement Fund. • • .. • . .. . • .. . . . • . . .. • . . 469 68 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards... ...........••• 1.890 00 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maintenance, 

18'76 . . ..... ........••.•. .. ............ , .. .. . . . 3,400 00 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards......... 94 00 

$3,40000 

--- $'7,30598 

Amounting in the aggregate to th{" 811m of seventy,three hundred anll five dollar" 

Rnd ninety-eight cents. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, I AudiNng 
JAB. F. WENMAN, f Committee. 

New York, May 2d, 18'7'7 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 

to the Board for approval : 

Decker, Nicholas H., and George W. Quin-

taI'd, labor and materials ....•...... Impt and Const. 

Riverside Ave .. $4,338 80 

$4,338 80 

Amounting to forty-three hundred and thirty-eight dollars and eighty cents. 

New York, May 2d, 18'7'7. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, I Auditing 
JAS. F. WENMAN, f Gommitt,e. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to tra:pswit !;laid \:tills to the Fina.-nce Department for payment. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the board would 

',agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a mjorityof all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4 

Audit of Certificate. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following certificate of the late En
gineer in charge of the improvements in the territory formerly 
constituting the town of Morrisania, in pursuance of proceed
ings authorized by the Board of Trustees of said town prior t) 
the first day of January, 1874, and submit the same to the 
Board for approval. 

I No. OF I 
CONTRACTOR. I IMPROVEMENT. CERTIFICATE. AMOUNT. 

D. S. ADOO::::! I. \b, ~"" ill <h, """,Ionog. gmd.1 "".od "d Ii $5,655-: 

I from Anderson A venue to Ogden . 
. '. and ImprovIng" Or'chard Street, I' final. 

i A,enue. I 
I ' 

Dated New York, May 2d, 1877. 
H. G. STEBBTNS, } Auditing 
JAS. F. WENMAN, Committee. 

(Signed) 

(Minutes, Dec. 2. 1874, p. 385.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following preamble 

and resolution: 
Whereas, The certificate of the late Engineer in charge of the 

improvements in the territory formerly constituting the town of 
Morrisania, in pursuance of proceediugs authorized by the 
Board of Trustees of said town prior to the 1st day of January, 
1874, set forth in the report of the Auditing Committee t his day 
presented to the Board, has been examined and audited by 
the Oommissioners of this DepaTtment, 
. Rel:5olvpd, That the said Commissioners approve, and they do 
hereby approve! the work and amount certified the said late 
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Engineer in said certificate; and that the Secretary be, and 
hereby is, directed to prppare the certificate to be delivered to 
the contractor mentioned in said report in pursuance of the 
provisions of Sbction 7, Chapter i32~, Laws of 1874, and in ac
cordance with the f'aid certificate of tIle Raid Engineer, and 
submit the same to the Commissioners of this Department for 
their signatures. 

The PRESIDE:-IT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the memhers of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aycs-Commissiouers Martin,Steb bins, Wenman, Wetmore-

4. 
Audit of Engineer's Fees on Works in late Town of Morrisania. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

Thfl Auditing Committee beg leave to renort, that they llave 
examined and audited the following bill of Mr. E. C. Morrison, 
the late Engineer in charge of the improvement;; in the terri
tory formerly constituting the town of JUorrisania, in pursuance 
of procefldings authorized by the Board of Trustees of said 
town plioI' to the 1st day of January, 1874, and submit the 
same to the Board £or approval. 

IMPROVEMENT. AMOUNT. 

In the matter of regulating, grading and improving Orchard Street, 
from Anderson Avenne to Ogde'n Avenne .............. " .... . $85.36 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, L A "diting 
JAB. F. WENMAN, f Uommittee. 

Dated New York, May 2d, 1877. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Board do now ap
prove the abovermentioned bill of the late Engineer in charge 
of said improvement, and that the amount thereof be certified 

to the Finance Dep1trtment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

th~reof,_as follows: 
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Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmol'e-
4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with· 

1877. 

April 18 

April 18 } 
to 

May 2 

James F. Wenman, .Trea8U1'er. 

CR. 

By balance ................................ $1,864 29 

" cash received from permits .............. . 50 00 

----- $1,914 29 

April 18 } 
to 

May 2 

M.y 2 

DR. 

To cash paid into City Treasnry. . . . . . . . . . . .. $171> 03 

" balance................................ 1,739 26 

----- 1,914 2fJ 

DR. 

To cash paid in Bank of Metr'!polis .......... $1,709 26 

" in drawer ........ , . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . 30 00 

$1,739 26 

(Signed) JAS. F. WENMAN, 

TreasuJ'er, D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, May 2, 1877, 

9:;)0 A. M. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the opening of the propoaals for the construc
tion of a bridge OVPl' Harlem river, at the intersection of Madi
EO:! Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Stn3et be further 
adjourned until Wednesday, the 16th day of May, 1877, at 9:;)0 
o'clock, A. M., at the office of this Department. 

(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 751.) 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-

.r 



May 2, 1877.J 11 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa'Vor \ 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

Police Uniforms. 

Broken Tl'ap Rock, &c., for 23d and 24th Wards. 

Constrnction of Drains in the 24th Ward. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M., Mr. Henry J. 
Storrs, General Clerk in the Finance Department, attended on 
behalf of the Comptroller of the city, who had been duly noti
fied, and the meeting being opened to the public, the President 
of the Department announced to those present, and to those 
of the bidders who desired to be present, that the opening of 
the proposals for the construction of the iron bridge over· 
Harlem River, at the intersection of Madison Avel,ue and One 
Hundred and thirty-ninth street, was adjourned until Wednes

day the 16th iI-st. at 9.30 o'clock A. M., at the office of the 
Department, 36 Union Square, New YGrk city. 

He then, in the presence of Mr. Storrs and of such of 
the parties making proposals as desired to be present, opened 
the estimate box, and then and there publicly opened and read 

all estimates or proposals which had been received in pur
suance of advertisements duly pllbliohed in the City Record for 

the following works and supplies, viz. : 
- 1. Tiling for the Museum of Art. 

(Minntes, February 14, 1877, p. 610.) 

2. Temporary Gallery, &c., for the Museum of Art. 
(Minutes, Feb. 14, 1877.p. 610.) 

3. Police U nHorms. 
(Minutes, April 18; 1877, p. 766.) 

4. Broken Trap Rock and Screenings for the Twenty-third 

and· Twenty-fourth Wards. 
(Minutes, March 21, 1877, p. 696.) 

5. Construction 6£ Drains in the Twenty-fourth Wards. 
(Minutes, Feby. 14, 1877, P 616.) 
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The following proposals were received: 
1. TILING. 

1. Thomas Smith ....•••........ " ....•... , ......•..•..•••••••. $21,000 00 
2. James B. Blew ............................................ " 21,"0000 
3. J,·hn Slattery .............................................. 16,l:l6 00 
4. Adolph Klaber ............................................. 19,100 00 
5. F. 'V. Smith ............................................... ll,76V 00 

II. TEMPORARY GALLERY, &C. 
1. K, llogo· &; Maul ice .......................................... $12459 00 
2. Post &oMcCord ............ ', ................................ 11,144 00 
3. Henvelman Haven &; Co .................•.......•............. 11,:35000 
4. Cook & Radly. ' ........................................•.... 17,20V 00 

III. POLICE UNIFORMS. 

"---=~="-'---~=-=---

IV. TRAP ROCK AND SCREENINGS. 
-----=--==----------- -.-~~--~----.==;:===== 

I ! 

'1,3110 cuh. yards ofi500 cub. yards of 
, Trap Rock, &c., at,! SC1'('elJings at, per 

per cub. yard. cubic yard. 
TotaL 

----------- - --------!---------- --.----

1. John A. Bonkel' ...... ; 
2. C. A. Harripgton... ' 
3 .• Tesse R) del'*, .. ' ... , 

~2 68 
2 75 
2 10 

$2 18 
2 26 
1 8') 

$4,574 00 
4.7' 5 00 
3,630 00 

---~----

* No.3, Jesse Ryder, proposes to deliyer slone like a sample submitted, not 
trap rock. 
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V.·--CONSTRUCTION OF DRAINS. 
/ 
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_____ 1 ____ 

I 

1. John Satterlee. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . ... $0.16 $2.50 I $1.00 

I 2. W. F. Oroft ..••.............................. 0.24 2.69 I .71 
3. Hu~h Kennedy ............................. , . 0.35 1.25 1.56 
4. Jno. F. Broderick ............................ 0.50 10.00- I .50 
5. J. D. Haynes........ , ............ , .......... 0.17 3.00 1.00 
6. John PUI:dy, ................ " ........ ,."., 0.23 1. 25 ,1.03 
7. Green Wright ................... , '.' ......... , 0.2') 3.00 .9i! 
8. Jas. Slattery ...................••............ 0.38 2.50 1.60 I 
9. Jerem. Orowley ............. ' ... , .•.•. " ...... 0.18 1.56 .27 

I 

10. W. M. T~lor ................................ 0.15 2.50 1.50 
11. Edward radburn ......... ' .•.••••.....••.... o 25 1. 75 1.44 
12. James Reilly ............................... 0.14 1.25 ,.88 
18. Harri"on &- Orotty ................... , •••... O.hO 3.50 1.00 
14. Jno. H. McOabe ...•.....•.•........... , ...... 0.28 2.49 

I 
1.28 

I 
15. Jno. B. Devlin ................................ 0.27 1.50 1.57 
16. James J. Jones ........••••.....•.........•.... 0.18 O.ot .92 I 

I 

v' 

" " ... ' 
t8 ~ ~ ~ 
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0.5 d ~~g; ~E&. ..... ~~ 
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Po. ~ Po. ~ 

---------
$I 60 $ .60 

1.14 .28 
2.30 .45 
1.00 .50 
1.78 .40 
1.27 .87 
1.32 .28 
1.70 .10 • 

.86 .35 
2.50 51) 
2.44 1.10 
1.37 .23 
1.1.5 .36 
1.85 .45 
1.99 47 
1.18 .19 

.., 
os 

~ 
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" " ",0> 
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.. 
95 
60 

100 
80 
65 
75 
70 
40 

100 
90 
50 
., 
75 
95 
10 

TOTALS • 

------
$8,148 00 

6,734 10 
11,822 40 

9,Oi5 00 
8,4tl9 40 
8,622 80 
7,336 80 

10,155 00 
4.734 10 

11,110 110 
12,777 80 

6,479 30 
?,4711 50 
9,96t! 70 

10.764 110 
6,078 70 

~ 
~ 

~~ 
I-' 
00 --.. 
-.::l 
.:.... 

~ 

>. 
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Mr. Storrs, the bidders and others who were present then re

tired. 

Licenses for Goat Carriages and Carrousel. 

The PRESIDENT presented and read two forms of license 
which he had l'repared for the conducting of the goat carriage 

service and the carrousel respectively, an,} he recommended 
that the former licenses given to Mr. Isidor Isaac for these 

purposes be rescinded, and the licenses he presented granted 
in their stead. 

He then offered the following preambles and resolutions: 

Whereas, By an agreement dated the 4th day of May, 1875, 
the Department granted to one Isidor Isaac permission to run 
goat carriages and operate the structure known as the Carrousel, 
in said Park, for the term of three years from the 1st day of 
May, 1875; and 

Whereas, It is d<lemed expedient by said Department th1,t 
said agreement should be revoked and the above-mentioned 
services placed under more stringent rules and regulations than 
can be prescribed under the aforesaid agreement; and 

Whej"ea.~, It is provided in said agreement that said license 
may be revoked by said Department on payment to said licen
see of the value of his equipments; and 

Whereas, Said licensee has consented to a Tevocation of the 
aforflsaid agreement and agreed to waive ull claim for compen
sation on flccount thereof, and has further agreed to accept 
agreements to operate said services at reduced rates of fare to 
the public, on terms more advantageous to the city, and which 
will place said services more completely undeT the control and 
supervision of this Department; therefore 

Resolved, That said agreement, dated the 4th day of May, 
1875, be, and the same is hereby, revoked, cancelled, and an
nulled; 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to enter into agreements with said Isidor Isaac to operate said 
services for the term of three years from the 1st day of Janu
ary, 1877. 

(Minutes, April 7th, 1875, p. 633.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined in 

the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board vot
ing in favor thereof, as follows: 

/ 
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Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

15 

Martin, StebHns, Wenman, 

/ 

Oil pipe through the Transverse Road· 

The PRESIDENT presented and read an agreement which he 

had prepared with Mr. J. M. Toucey, granting h~m the privi-
lige to lay a five inch wrought iron pipe, for the purpose of con
veying qil through Transverse Road No.1, as directed by the 
Board on the 25th April. 1877. Accompaning said agreement 
is the bond of Mr. J. M. Toucey, Mr. John B. Dutcher and Mr. 
T. C. Eastman, in the sum of $5,000, conditioned upon the 
faithful perfol'mance of the agreement by Mr. Toucey . 

. Commissioner WENMAN moved that said agreement be ap
prqved, and the Pmsident authorized to sign same on behalf of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, April 25th, 1877, p. 777.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Dyes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore/ 
-4. ~ 

Museum of Natural iiistory. 

Mr. R. L. Stuart, President, and Mr. W. A. Haines, one of the 
Trustees, of the American Musenm of Natural History, were re
ceived, and they urged and recommended that the closets in the 
exhibition room in the lJew building be removed; that the tiles 
manufactured by Messrs. Minton, Hollins & Co., be used in 
laying the encausti~ tile floor on said building; and that the 
Department take such action as may be necessary to have 
Seventy-seventh street from Eighth Avenue to Ninth Avenue 
graded, paved, &c. 

They then retired and the PRESIDENT offered the following 
resolution : 
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Rp,solved, That the President be requested to make applica
tion on behalf of the Department, to the Common CounJil, for 
an ordinance directing that Seventy-seventh street, from Eighth 
.Avenue to Ninth Avenue, be regulated, graded, paved amI gut
tered and that the south sidewalk on said portion of said street 
be flagged. 

(Minntes, February 21st, 1877, p. 622.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11.15 
o'clock A. M;, to meet on Wednesday, the 9th insLat 9 o'clock 
A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

! 
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WEDXESDA 1', MAY 9th, 1877 . 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A.M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President.. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 2d inst., were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Urinal. 

From the Clerk of the Common' Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor on the 7th inst., viz.: 

"':Re,'Qlved That the Department of Public Parks be, and is hereby, requested to 
" cause a urinal to be erected inRide the raiting around the public place bounded 
" by Broadway, Sixth Avenue, Thirty-fourth and Thirty.filth Streets, for the ac
" commodation of the public." 

Filed. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation in reply to a communi
cation from the President, requesting his opiniou upon the 
legality of entering into an agreement with Messrs. Jones & 

McQuade, contractors for the Brook Avenue sewer, for addi-
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tiona} six-inch pipe at each house connection, as directed by 

the Board on the 11th April, 1877, in which he says: 
"In my opinion the power of the Department of Public 

"Parks to make the proposed agreement depends upon 
" whether the expenditure thereby involved will be more than 
" $1,000. 

* * * * * * * 
" I do not think the Departmeut has the right to modify the 
" agreement heretofore made with Jones & Mcquade by a new 
" agreement, which will provide for the doing of work involving 
" an expenditure of more than $1,000, unless such new agree
"ment shall be made under a resolution of the Common 
" Council authorizing the same, passed by a vote of three-

/" fourths of all the members elected to that body. 
* * * * * * * 

" If the expenditure involved will not exceed $1,000, I think 
" the Department can lawfully make the proposed agreement." 

(Minutes, April 11, 1877, p. 742.) 

Filed. 
From the Civil and rropographical Engineer, stating that the 

estimated cost of the extra work", for which the agreement is 

proposed to be made with Messrs. Jones & Mcquade is 

$481.20. 

Filed. 

Maintenance of Parks, &c., 1870. 

Maintenance of Publi, Places, &c., 23d and 24th Warde. 1876. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment, with a copy of the following resolution, adopted by. 

that Board on the 30th April, 1877, viz. : 

Resolved, That the sum of eight thousand oue hundred and sixty-two dollars 
and twenty.six cents be, Hnd is hereby, transferred from the following appropria
tions for the year 1876, the same being in excess of the amounts required for the 
purposes and objects thereof, viz. : 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places: 
For Salaries ................................... . 
Police-Salaries of. ............................. . 
Special for Skating .............................. . 
Special. ...................................... . 

$62 58 
3,407 04 
1,049 86 
1,859 75 

Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, Improvements and Maintenance .. 
Music-Central Park .............................•.......... 
Maintenance and Government of Public Places, Roads, Avenues and 

Bridges, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards- Special. .. 

Total" .. , ••.•.... , .•....... , ..•••........ ,. 

$6,379 23 
1,073 47 

154 60 

554 96 

$8,162 26 
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To the following' appropriations which are insufficient, M 
for which the same are required. viz. : 
MaintE'nance and Government of Parks andPlaces-MaintenanCle of 

the Parks, &c., 1876. . . ... •. ........... .. . . ... ... .. .. .. . $6,635 30 
Maintenance and government of Pnblic Places-Roads, Avenues 
\ and Bridges, Twenty.third and Twenty fourth Wards-1876. 554 96 
Erecting Pedestal for Arm of the Statile of Liberty in Madison 

Square-1877.. .... .... ... .. ..... ..................... 972 00 

Total. " . . • . . . . .•• ....................... $8,162 26 

Filed. 
(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 752.) 

Bridge at Tibbitt's Brook. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the unsafe condition of the bridge across Tib
bitt's Brook, at Williams Bridge Road, east of Broadway, in 
the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Broken Trap.rock and Scr0enings. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
-fourth Wards reporting that the sample of broken stone fur

nished by Mr. Jesse Ryder with his proposal, "is not trap," 
as th'at t~rm is understood here, and consequently cannot fill 
the specifications. 

(Minutes, May 2, 1877, p. 12.) 

Filed. 

Riverdale Avenue and Broadway in the 24th Ward. 

From the Superintendent of "the the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, reporting UpOD the complaints of the 
Health Department concerning the railing on the bridge at the 
corner of Riverdale Avenue and Spuyten Duyvil Road, and the 
west sidewalk on Broadway in the Twenty-fourth Ward, and 
stating that the matters complained of will be rectified at 
once. 

(Minutes, M3Y 2,1877, p. 2.) 

Filed. 
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Museum (If Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting plans and 

estimates for the removal of the closets in the Exhibition Room 
of the Museum of Natural History building. 

(Minutes, April 25, 1877, p. 775.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plans and estimates lile sent 

to the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History, 
and that they be requested to inform the Department whether 
they approve of them, and desire the removal made. 

Adopted. 

Surplus of $100 in Disbursing Clerk's hands. 

From the Disbursing Olerk, applying to have the $100 sur
plus which he forwarded to the Treasurer on the 3d March, 
1875, returned to him. 

(Minutes, March 3, 1875, p. 553.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that it be referred to the Comptroller 
of the City for his advice as to the proper disposition of said 

surplus. 
Adopted. 

Museum of N~tural History. 

From Mr. J. V. Donvan, contractor for the carpenter work of 

the Museum of Natural History Building, requesting a pay
ment on account of said contract, to the amount of $7,000. 

Also from the Superintending Architect recommending that 

Mr. Donvan be paid $6,000 on account. 
(Minutes, March 21, 1877, p. 695.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
authorized and directed to prepare and submit an estimate in 

favor of Mr. J. V. Donvan on account of his said contract, to an 
amount not exceeding $0,0(0. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
.,-4. 

Museum' of Art. 

From the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, con
tractors for the heating and ventilating work of the Maseum 
of Art Building, requesting a payment on account of $4,000. 

Also from the Superintenaing Architect, recommending that 
said request be granted. 

(Minutes, April 6, 1877, p. 724.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
authorized and directed to prepare and submit an estimate in 
favor of the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, on ac
count of their said contract, to an amount not exceeding $4,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4 .. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Itoosevelt, VIce-President of th"e Amer:can 
Museum of Natural History, approving of the recommenda
tions of the Superintending Architect to remedy the leaks in 
the roof of the Museum of Natural History Building. 

(Minntes. April 25, 1877, p. 775.) 

FIled. 

Fit!! Green Halleck Statue. 

From Mr. William C. Bryant, Chairman of the Committee 
presenting the Statue of Fitz Greene Halleck, and which com-
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munication is dated April 2M, 1877, requesting that permis
sion be given to the Seventh Regiment, N. G., S. N. Y., to enter 
the Central Park on the 15th instant, the day determined upon 
for the unveiling of the statue, as an escort for the President of 
the United States, who had been invited; also requesting that 
the Department would erect a platform at the site of the statue. 

(Minutes, April 6, 1877, p. 726.) 

The PRESIDENT then read the following communications III 

relation to said subject: 
DEPARTMEXT m' PUBLIC PARKS, 

36 UXIOX SQUARE (~:AST) 
NEW YORK, April 24, 1877. 

WM. C. BRYANT, E'q., 
President Committee oj A1'rangements fOI' the [Tnveiling of tlte Statue 

of FIlz Green Halleck: 
Dear Sir-Your letter of the 23d inst. was received after the meeting of this 

Del,artment to-day had adjourned. 
Last autumn three statues were erected in the public squares and parks

those of Lafayette, Seward, and 'Vebster-and we Blat ured arrangements, which, 
iu ea"h case, proved satisfactory to the public and the parties concerned. 

The complete arrangements f<lr the unveiling of the Halleck statue invite many 
points besides those } ou mention in your note. In our view, it is desirable to 
have the aT'raugements completed in all respects, and then authorizeci by the 
Board. _ 

Sinre the subject canuot now be acted on until the next meetin~ of the Board 
on the 2d May, I invite you to a considerat ion ot the whole subjert. so that the 
detaHs may be completed before the next meeting. and will be plt'ased to call upon 
or to receive you, or any of your committee to whom you may refer the subject. 

I am, Sir. yours respectfully, 
. (Signed) 'VM. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 
-~~~---- ---------_. 

NEW YORK, April 28, 1877. 
My Dear Sir,-I am requested by Mr. Bryant to acknowledge yonI' favor of the 

24th inst .• and to say that after a meeting of the Committee, which has been called 
for Monday next, he will have the plea"nre of communicatin~ with yon on the sub
ject of' the unveiling ceremonies, now fixed for May 15th. I aIII, dear Sir, 

Yery trnly yours, 
(Signed.) JAS. GRANT WILSON. 

WM. R. MARTIN, ERq., 
President, Park Commissioners. 

The PRESIDENT stated that since then and after the meeting 
on the 2d day of May, 1b77, Mr. Wilson had called at the 
office, in his absence, and intimated that he should not call 

again; that the Committee, on its own responsibility and with
out any consultation with the Department, had prepared pro
grammes and had issued them with invitations for the unveil-

( 
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ing ceremonies; that they had given no part to the Department 
or its officers in their programme or in issuing the invitations, 

except a personal invilation to some of the Commissioners; that 
the admission of a military procession in the Central Park was 
a violation of the ordinances and against the settled policy of 
the Department; that the military display and the presence of 

\~> the President of the United States would each attract an un
usually large crowd in the park, which at this season of the 
year might be very destructive to the grass, plants and foliage; 
that the action of the committee in thus endeavoring to control 
the whole arrangement without consultation with the Depart

ment was assuming and unprecedeuted, and that, while the 
Board had the power to forbid any violation of its mles, the 
expected presence of the President of the United States and 
the arrangements made in his honor presents the question in 
an aspect in which the refusal of the Department to assent to 
their arrangements might be misinterpreted. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that permission be given 
to the Seventh Regiment to enter the Central Park, as re
quested, and that it be referred with power, to tlie Landscape 
Architect and Superintendent of Parks to make all necessary 
arrangements for the occasion. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board i'ould 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
it majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

--4. 
Special Patrolmen. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that he be authorized to appoint 
twenty special patrolmen for the 15th inst., at a pay for the 
day of $2.50 each. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
asree to ~aid motion? and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Stone "Liberty Bell .• , 

From the Dorchester Union Freestone Co., stating that, in 
moving the stone fac sirnife of the "Liberty Bell," it had split, 
and, consequently, they were unable now to present H "to the 
Department, as they had offered. 

(Minutes, April 6, 1877, p. 727.) 

Filed. 

William Blair. 

From Messrs. Mills & Coffin, recommending Mr. Wm. Blair, 
as a gardener. 

Filed. 

Third Avenue., in 23rd Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the proposition of Mr. Thomas Rae, to dedicate a portion of 
his property, at the intersection of Third and Alexander A ve
nues, as a public street. 

(Minutes, May 2, 1877, p. 4.) 

Laid over. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Watts Cooke, Receiver of the Watson Manufac-

(~ 

turing Co., contractors for the iron work of the Museum of 'til 
Art, requesting a payment on account of said contract of 

$6,000. 
Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following report : 
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The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bien, Julius, maps .............. , ..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

1876 ......... . 

Bien, Julius, maps ............ '" ..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Chisholm, Walter, trees ................ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Croes, J. James R.; petty expenses ... , . Surveying, laying 

out, etc .. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Devlin, John B. telford, pavement ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Foster &; Co., meat, etc., April. .....• , . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 
Harlem GIIS Light Company, meter gas .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Harmer, Hays & Co., harness, matrs., etc.Maint, and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Hosp, F. Philip, trees .................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Irwin, Wm., pet.ty expens~s ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd ......... , 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P.& P ........ 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Joues, Chas. and Thomas P.' McQuade, 

building sewer ......... , .... , ..... Brook Ave. sewer, 

Keuffel & Esser1 drawingmatrs ........ Surveying, laying 
out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards •••• 

City Parks .Impt. 

$7 09 

45 88 

21 29 

$36 110 

Fun".......... 6 00 

$130 00 

90 00 

36 00 

47 92 

785 no 

218 25 

26 40 

13 45 

200 00 

74 26 

4,959 44 

42 t\O 
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Metropolitan Gas L. Co., meter gas .... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P., ..... 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, sundries ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ' ...... . 

Harlem R B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M ... 

Morgan, J. Pierrepont, Treas., expenses 

Mus. Nat. Hist .................... Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P., ...... . 
Murphy & Nesbit, sand and plaster ..... Maint. aud Govm't 

P. and P ....... 
Parsons, S. B. & Sons, trees and plants .. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ ,. 

Reeves, Robt. c., scythes and rakes ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Sanderson Bros., Steel Co., steel. ... , ... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 
Scott, D., fish and eggs, April. ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Van Riper, Cha8., oil and brush ...... " .Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Vaux, C., commissions ................. Museum of Art ... 

RECAPITULATION. 

$1 44 

3 10 

4 215 

Maintenance and Govornment of Parks and Places. . . .. . . . 1,151 11 

City Parks Improvement Fund ............ ,. . . .. . . .. . . . 1,531 69 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards................. 33 14 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Mainten-

ance, .............................. . 

Museum of Art ....................... . 

4 25 

U3750 

Br'ook Avenue Sewer.. ... . . .. .. ..................... 4,9.'>9 45 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards..... ... 174 52 

Snrveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards 18';6... 130 00 

59 76 

8 79 

719 94 

2 25 

494 50 

43 50 

9 85 

20 25 

2 00' 

1,137 50 

$9,121 65 

$9,121 65 

Amounting in the aggrel?ate to the sum of ninety-one hundred and twenty-one 

dollars and sixty-five cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, May 9th, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t 
,r~s. F. W ENMAN, f 

.Auditing 
Oammitl.ee, 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, R,nd that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners ,Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History, 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had not as yet received from 
the Counsel to the Corporation his opinion upon the question 
of awarding the contract for the Encaustic Tiling in the Mu
seum of Natural History Building, and he, therefore, moved 
that action upon awarding said contract be postponed until 
next meeting. 

(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 757.) 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.2) of Messrs. Post & 

McCord for the temporary gallery and work in the lantern of 
the Museum of Art, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the 

• contract, therefore, be awarded to Messrs .. Post & McCord, 
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to exe
cute the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

\ (Minute8, May 2, 1877, p. 12) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Police Uniforms. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of M(:jssrs. Sackett & 
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Miller, Agents, for police uniforms, be accepted as the lowest 
bid; that the contract therefor be, and hereby is, awarded to 
Messr.,. Sackett & Miller, A gf:lll ts, and that the President be, 
and hereby iR, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, May2, 1877, p. 12.) 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a- .{. 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Trap.rock and Screenings for 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu
tion: 

Whereas, The broken stone proposed to be delivered by Mr. 
Jesse Ryder is not of the kind or quality which the specifica
tions call for. 

Resolved, That the proposal of the said Jesse Ryder be, and 
hereby is, rejected. 

(Minutes, May 2,1877, p. 12; and May 9, 1877, p. 19.) 

The PRESIDENT put th8 question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. , 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of Mr. John A. Bouker 

for the delivery of broken trap-rock and trap-rock screenings 
in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be accepted as 
the lowest bid; that the contract be, and hereby is, awarded to 
him therefor, and that the President be, and hereby is, author
ized to execute same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, May 2, 1877, p. 12.) 

The PR~SIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-

, 

, 
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tive, a. ma.jority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

~4. 

Construction of Drains in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Ret:Jolved, That the proposal (No.9) of Mr. Jeremiah Crowley 

for the, construction of drains in the Twenty-fourth Ward be 
accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be, and hereby is, 
awarded to him therefor, and that the President be, and heroby 
is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this Depart
ment. 

(Minutes, May 2, 1877, p. 13.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows; 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resol.ution: 
Resolved, That Mr. E. B. Van Winkle be, and hereby is, ap

pointed City Surveyor upon the work of construction of drains 
il~ the Twenty-fourth Ward, the contract for which has been 
this day awarded to Mr. Jeremiah Crowley. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10.30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 16th instant, at 9 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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'VEDNESDAY, MAY 16th, 1811. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" . STEBBINS. 

" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 9th inst., was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

City Hall Park Pavement. 

From the Couusel to the Corporation, advising the Depart
ment upon the course to take with reference to the claim of 
Mr. J. J. Schillinger against the City, for damages by reason of 
Mr. H. A. Gunther, the contractor for laying the pavement on 
City Hall Park, having infringed his 'pfttent, in which, after men
tioning that this Department required Mr. Gunther to furni. h 
security to idemuify the City against any such claims', he states: 

" If Mr. SchilJingpr has any claim against the City by reason 
" of the alleged infringement of his patent, it can only be ad
"justed and settled through the Finance Department or 
" through the courts. If an action shall be brought against 
" the City, the proper course will be to call on Mr. Guuther 
" and his sureties to defend it, and if a judgment shouln be re
" covered by the plaintiff in such action, it will, of course be 
" necessary to take such steps as may be found advisable to 
" collect the sa-me from Mr, G~ther and his slll'eties. 
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" I do not regard it as absolutely necessary for the Depart
" ment of Public Parks to take any action in relation to this 
" matter at the present time, but I would recommend, as a 
" practical means of procuring an adjustment of the m::.tter, 
" that the Department should notify Mr. Gunther and his sure
" hes of the claim which has been made against the City by 
" Mr. Sehillinger, and thl1t tlle Department will look to them 
" to hold the Clty harmless in the matter; 

" Such a notice may induce Mr. Gunther and his sureties to 
" adjust the matter with Mr. Schillinger and prevent the bring
" ing of any action against the City." 

(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 760.) 

The PRRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, 

and that Mr. Gunther and his sureties be notified of Mr. Schil

linger's claim as recommended py the Counl'!el to the Corpora
tion. 

Adopted. 

Museum cf Natural History. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in relation to the pro

posals for laying encaustic tiling in the Museum of Natural 

History building, in which he states: 

" By the terms of the advertisement and contract, the floors, 
" &c., of the MUReum of Naturtll History, are to be laid with 
"the be .. t quality of 'English encaustic tiles,' and the De
"pllrtment invited proposals for d()in~ the work in this manner. 
"Mr. Boote is the lowest bidder, whose proposal is regular 
" in form. He offers to lay such floors, &c., with tiling of the 
" quality and kind described in the specifications, and to give 
"security, to the amount of $10,000, for the faithful perform
"anco of the contract. Under these circumstances, by opera
" tion of the law, he has become entitled to the contract; and 
" it is the duty of the Department to award such contract to, 
" and execute it with him." 

(Minutes, May 9, 1877, p. 27.) 

Filed. 

Commissioner "TEN MAN then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.3) of Mr. Edward Boote, 
for encaustic tiling for the 'Museum of Natural History build-
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ing,be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be, and 
hereby is, awarded to him therefor, aLd that the President be, 
and hereby is, authorized to execute the same for and on be
half of this Department. 

(Minutes, March 28, 1877, p. 713.1 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Sewer at Grove Street and Third Avenue. 

From Mr. Henry Schmidt, complaining of the condition of 
the sewer at the corner of Grove Street and Third Avenue, in 

the Twenty-third Ward. 
Filed. 

Same subject, and Bridge at Tibbitt's Brook. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting upon the aforesaid complaint of Mr. 
Schmidt, and also upon the complaint of the Health Depart
ment concerning the condition of the bridge across Tibbitt's 
Brook. 

(Minutes, May 9, 1877, p. 19.) 

Filed. 

Police Uniforms. 

From Messrs. Sackett & Miller, Agents, accepting the award 
of the contract for police uniforms. 

(Minutes, May 9,1877, p. 27.) 

Filed. 

Trap-Rock and Screenings for the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. John A. Bonker, accepting the award of the con

tra-ct for the delivery of 13,000 cubio yards of broken trap-rock, 
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and 500 cubic yards of trap-rock screenings on the roads, &c., 

in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 
(Minute9, May 9, 1877, p. 28.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Art. 

From Messrs. Post & McCord, accepting the award of the 
contract for the temporary galleries and work in the lantern of 

the Museum of Art Building. 
(Minutes, May 9, 1877, p. 27.) 

Filed. 

Lighting the Lamps on the Parks. 

The Metropolitan Gas Light Co. 

From the Metropolitan Gas Light Co., requesting tbat they 
be not required to execute the contract and give bonds for the 
lighting of the lamps on Park Avenue Parks, llhich were 
awarded to that Company, for the reason that the total cost of 
lighting same until the end of the year, will not amount to 
$1,000. 

(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 768.) 

Laid over. 

Trees on Fifth Avenue. 

From Mr. Wm. H. Gebhard, requesting that the Department 

will plant trees on the sidewalk of Fifth AV811ue adjacent to 
Central Park, from Eighty-sixth Street to One hundred and 
tenth Street. 

(Minutes, February 28,1877, P. 639.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Wm. A. Haines, Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee of the American Museum of Natural History, approving 
of the plans and estimates of the Superintending Acrhitect, 
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for the removal of the closets from the exhibition room of 
the Museum of Natural History Building. 

(Minutes, May 9, 1877, p. 29.) 

Filed. 
Commissioner WENMAN then offered the following resolu

tion: 

Resolved, That the closets at present erected in the exhibi
tion room of the .Museum of Natural History Building, be re
moved, and that a suitable accommodation be provided at the 
northern end of the building, on the plan proposed by the 
Superintending Architect; and that the Superintending Archi
tect be directed to prepare and submit plans and specifications 
for said alteration and change. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman,. Wetmore 

-4. . 

High Bridge Park. 

From Mr. N. A. Lespinasse, requesting that the sewer pipe 

laid down in High Bridge Park, and which now empties on the 
property of Mr. C. Combes, be extended to the Harlem River. 

(Minutes, June 17, 1874, p. 85.) 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. Augustus A. Levy and fifteen other owners of 
property in the district lying west of J"erome Avenue and south 
of Van Courtland's Lake and the Gun Hill Road, approving of 
the plan recently submitted by the Civil and Topographical 
Engineer for laying out the wards, &c., in that district. 

(Minutes, April 11, 1877, p. 742.) 

Filed. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the Civil and Topo-
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gra pbical Engineer be directed to notify all known owners in 
said district, west of Jerome A vel1ue, in tbe 24tb Ward, that 

the Board will take up the consideration of said plan on the 

23d inst., and will bear them in reference thereto at 10 o'clock 

A. M. on that day. 
Adopted. 

Shed f01" the Deer. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting that a tem

porary s~ed be erected near the Arsenal, to enable some of 
the deer to be exhibited during the summer. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to erect a temporary shed, about twenty-five by thirty 
feet and eight feet high, at a suitable location near the Arsenal 
in the Central Park, and that he use in constructing said shed 
only old material at present on hand in the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in thl') affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of' the Board voting in favoI' 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes -Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Art., 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the 

application of Mr. Watts Oooke, Receiver of the Watson Manu
facturing 00., contractors for t,he iron work of the Museum of 

Art, for a payment of $6,000 on account, and recommending 
that it payment of that amount be authorized. 

'. (Minntes, Mily 9th, 1877, p. 24.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
c1irected to prepare and submit an estimate on account of said 
contract, for <1n amount not exceeding $6,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

/ 

.. 
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agree to Eaid motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commisssioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the opening of the proposals for the cop.

struction of a bridge over Harlem River, at the interRection 
of Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, 
be further adjourned until WedneEday, the 23d day of May, 
1877, at 9:30 o'clock A. M., at the office of this Department. 

(Minutes, May 2d, 1877. p. 10.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
--4. 

A.t the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M., the meeting was 
opened to the public, and to those of the bidders for the con
struction of said bridge who desired to be present, and the 
President announced to ttose present the time and place of 
said adjournment. 

Audit. 

'. ( Commissioner WEN MAN, Chairman of the .Auditing Com-
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and serviceMaint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... $22 04 

Angell & Blake Mfg. Co., heating and 

ventilating .................... ,.Museum of Art •.. 4,00000 
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Brady, Joseph C., carpenter work ..•.•. Museum of Art ... 

Boyle, John, cotton duck .............. Maint and Govt. 

P. andP ....... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, April. ....• Harlem R. B., 

Reps. Impt. & 

M .......... .. 

Crissey, Wm. V. & Co., paper and cam· 

phor ................ '" ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber .•••......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... .. 

Colwell, James W., lumber ............ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Donvan, J. V., carpenter work ......... Mus. Natl. History 

Douglass, W. P., rent Mus. of Art .... , . Maint. aud Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Gatchel A. S., rubber cushions ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Gould's Mfg. Co., pump casting ........ Maiut, 23d and 

24th Ward .... 

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., expenses 

Mus. of Art ............ , ...... , .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, April ..... . Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .•........ 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Jacobus, Saml. M., shingles .•......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 
Kelso Bros., coal ..•••..•............. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Labagh, Wm. 0., salt .••.•.•...•....•. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P •...•. 

[ Wednesday, 

$2,592 00 

3 42 

60 00 

I 

'1 28 

$23 13 

81 59 

104 '12 

3'1 80 

6,000 00 

2,000 00 

1 00 

4 00 

1,161 45 

$65 92 

121 50 

18'1 42 l • 

96 00 

45 00 

10 43 

11 13 
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, April •. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P •...•• 

Moffat, David'" Co., leather .......... Mllint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Mullane, John, oats, corn, etc .• " .••.. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

N. Y. Mutual Gas L. Co., gas, April ..... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

N. Y. '" N. J. Globe GlIB L. Co., gas, 

ApriL .......................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas, April ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Noyes'" Wines, galvanized iron .... , .. Museum of Art ... 

Reeves, Robt. C., scythe stones ......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Rogers, H. A., sundries ..•........•.... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Tomes, Francis'" Coo; shot gun ........ Maint and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Cooke Watt, receive 1', labor ...•.•••.... Museum of Art .. 

RECAPITULATION. 

$1'1 50 

2 65 

22 20 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ••.. , " $5,2'14 511 

Harlem river bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-

ance ....•.•.••.•.•..•......•.....•..........•.... 

Maintenanc~, etc .. 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 28d and 24th Wards, etc .... .. 

City Parks Im:prov~ment Fund ........................ . 

1211 92 

69 '13 

2 65 

81 59 

$246 00 

20 94 

439 01 

496 00 

292 50 

22'1 50 

'100 00 

23 45 

42 35 

15 00 

450 00 

$19,296 44 



40 [ Wednesday, 

Museum of Art .................................... > $7,742 00 

Museum of Natural Hietory. .. ....... .... . ........ . . .. 6,000 00 
---$19,29644 

Amounting in the aggregate to the Bum of nineteen thousand two hundred and 

ninety six dollars and forly-four cents. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, I Audilinq 
.J AS. F. ,V EN~IAN, Committee. 

New York, May 16th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PrtESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmatiYe, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, WeDman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed ill the minutes. 

Department of Public Parks in acconnt with 

187'1. 

May 2. 

May 2 } 
to 15. 

James F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

CR. 

By balance ......••...........•...•...... $1,739 26 

" cash received from licenses ........... . 90 27 

$1,829 53 

I 

'" 
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DR. 

May 2 i ' 
to 16. ~ To cash paid into City Treasury .............. . $236 9'8 

May 2 
to 16. 

on account improyement Harlem 
l'ivel, .......................•.. 

May 16 " balance .... _ ............................ . 

1,815 55 

227 00 

--- $1,829 53 

Cash in Bank of Metropolis. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22'7 00 

Wednesday, May 16th, 18'7'7. 

9.30 A. M. 

(Signed) JAB. F. WE~MAN. 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

Carnival Association. 

Stand on the Plaza, Union Square. 

Th~ PRESIDENT presented the following pormission, issued by 
his Honor the Mayor, viz. : 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, t 
CITY HALL, NEW YORK, May 4, 1877. \ 

Permission is hereby giYen to the Carnival As~oci ,tion to ert'ct a stand on the 
Plaza at Union Square. to view the pal.,\'eant on the evening of the 15th in6tant. 
Said stand to be removed immediately afterwards. 

(Signed.) S. ELY, Jr. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that he had required said per
mission to be surrendered to this Department, and that he had, 

in accordance with the desire of the ~Iayor as expressed in it, 
.. issued the permission of this Department to the same effect, 

and moved that his action be approved.· 
.A.dopted. 

Fitz.Greene Halleck Statue. 

The PRESIDENT reported on the damage done in the Central 
f . Park, on the occasion of the unveiling of the Halleck Statue, 

and submitted the report of the Landscape .A.rchitect and the 
Superintendent. 

(Minutes, May 9, 18'7'7, p. 21.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the report of the Presi. 
dent, with the reports submitted therewith be entered on the 
minutes, and that the regulations prohibiting military parades 
and unusual crowds should be rigidly 'adhered to . 

.A.dopted. 
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To the Oommissioners cj'the Department of Public PaTks: 

The ceremonies had two features which were unbecoming to 
the occasion; the military display and. a popular reception to 
a high official dignitary; these drew a crowd of disorderly 
people, who had no reverence fOl' the occasion, nor care for 
the natural beauties of the Park. 

Such pageants and displays are wholly inconsistent with the 
purpose of the Central Park, and destructive of the quiet and 
rural m,e, in which it is of most service to the people. 

The Ul1\'eiling of a statue of a poet, on an afternoon in 
Spring, under the arches of the elm trees, on the Mall, called 
for ceremonies of a refined and more poetical character, to 
which the noise, crowd and disorder were in the strong contrast 
of bad taste. 

The conduct of the Committee, througt Gen. J. G. Wilson, 
who represented them, in assuming to complete all their 
arrangements, and announcing' them, witllOut consulting the 
Department; in presenting a sitwltion, in which the Depart
ment was obliged to sanction them"ancl carry them out, at the 
risk, if they did not, of having their action misinterpreted, in 
respect to the newly elected President of the United States, 
on his first visit to the city, when the people were disposed to 
lay aside divided opinions, and to give him a respectful recep-

. tion; and in the use marle of the hospitality of the Department, 
was not such as to merit approval. 

Ceremonies of this kind, and appropriate to the Park, should 
not be perverted into personal dic;plays. 

The da.mage done to the grass, plants and foliage, was such 
as a few weeks of growth will, ill a gt'pat measure, repair, yet 
the first htwless day in the Park tends to break down that con
sideration and care with which all classes have voluntarily 
treated it; and which is the strongest safeguard for its preser
.... ation. 

The Board should take action t,o prevent such occur nces 
in the future, by the absolute prohibition of military parades 
or marches, and gatherings, likely to dmw unusual and mis
cellaneous crowds. 

Hereto is annexed the statement of the Landscape Architect 
and Superintendent of Parks. 

Respectfully. 

W. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 

/ 
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NEW YORK, 16th May, 1877. 
The Hon. WILLIAM R. MARTIN, 

President of the Department of Public Parks. 
SIR :-On the- 9th inst. the Board was informed that the 

statue of Halleck was intended to be unveiled on the 15th, 
and that plans had been formed for the occasion for the car
rying out of which its sanction and aid were needed. 

It was ascertained that the Jommittee having the matter in 
charge had already made an engagement with the President of 
the United States, and numerous distinguished persons, to 
take part in the proceedings, and also to ' associate with them 
a mihtary display under the form of an act of courtesy to th8 
President. A thousand invitations had been printed and 
mainly sent out, each promising a secured seat for two per
sons; sixty special guests of the committee were also to be pro
vided for upon the platform or in reserved seat~ adjoining it. 

These arrangements had been so far advanced that, on the 
whole, it seemed best to take the risks of carrying them through 
than to attempt to have them changed. 

Preparations were made on the ground as follows :-A 
square in front of the statue, large enough to contain seats for 
the required number was en010secl by a line of posts connected 
by a strong rope and by a line of iron framed settees, set back 
outwards, below the rope. An entrance WLtS left at the middle 
of the 'Man, on the south side, aml another at the platform. 
The approach to the rear, of the platform from the drive, Hnd 
the space to be occ;upied by the military, was ·enclosed by a 
rope carried by po::;ts and trees, and, where pressure. was 
likely to be greatest, by a well-braced fence of scantling. The 
total line of enclosure was 1,600 feet. 

The force available for preserving onlerconsisred of a cap
tain and fifty men of the 7th Hegimem, and the lieutenant of 
the park keepers, three sergeams anel sixty-nine uniforllled 
privates. rfhe force, coming on the ground a little before two, 
at once, and without difficulty, cleared the enclosure of about 
3;OUO persons who httd previously occupied it, and was then 
distributed along the lines above defined and the drives lead
ing to them. 

'fhe two nearest carriage entrances to the Park from Fifth 
Avenue were closed except to footmen, and no one was allowed 
to pass on the drives except those bearing pa,;ses from the 
committee. After the crowd, pressing towards the platform, 
had become so large and dense that a laue could no longer be 
kept open witiloutcon::;tant exercise of force, visitors with 
passes were sent along the drive and through the military lines 
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and were able to the last to come to the seats with comfort. 
Ushers had been provided in addition to the keepers, but, as 
vIsitors would not be guided by them, or remain where placed 
unless in seats near the platform, the attempt to regulate the 
seatilJg wa s abandoned. 

Just before the military procession reached the ground an 
inspection was made of the entire line of enclosure and of the 
approaches to it for se\-eral hundred Junis each way. At every / 
pOlllt on a frontage of more than 3,UOU feet there was a pressing 
crowd, and it appeared everywhere to be deep and compuct. 
Every rock and other elevation from which it could be at all 
overlooked was seen to be packed with people, and between 

. these and the stalllling mass pressing toward the ropes there 
were moving swarms. From the sOllthel'n and eastern en
trances to the park streams of visitors nhokod and overflowed 
all tne walks and poured through the borders amI shrubueries. 
]'rom the enclosure of the seats near the platform southward 
to the end of tile Mati there was a mai-lS so dense that one of 
the park keepers who undertook to carry a prisouer through it, 
states that tor a distance of fully ~50 feet 110 one could move in 
it exc'"pt by pressing otl"ers back. Many women begged to be 
aSSIsted in getting out. A great many people, mostly women 
and children, wilen they came near enough to see the standing 
crowd, turuf'd aside or back and made their way through the 
vines, shrubs and evergreens, seeking either a place where they 
could sit in the shade or where the passing crowd could be 
overlooked. It had been announced tHat tile military would 
pass out of the park escorting the President along the approach 
froUl the ~cI101ar's Gate, and for more than an hour all the • 
ground adjoining this road and every point on each side from 
which it could be observed was occupied. BJys climbed into 
the treefl, and girls, to pass away the time, made garlands of 
flowers and leaves, which they picked as If in the wild woods. 

At the same time the Uoncel't Uround, the Pergola, the Casino, 
the Terrace, and all the open spaces neady a quarter of a mile 
away to the nor.hward are stated by tllOse in cnarge of them to 
have been crowded, chiefly by people who had abandoned the 
attempt to get a standing place withiu sight of the platform. • 

The gate keepers report that at times the people came in 
like a mob, in such-numbers that the attempt to count or esti-, 
mate them was abandoned. '1he general report is that never 
before had half so many been seen passing in. The influx con
tinu('d till the end of tLe ceremunies, when the current was· 
suddenly reversed. 

Apprehending that on the approach of the military there 
would be a general movement toward the point at WhICb it was 
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to enter between the two wings of the fixed crowd, the military 
guard and keepers' force OIl the drive near by that point was 
srengthened, that near the platform being correspondingly re
duced. 

With the entrance of the military procession upon the park 
came an additional press of people who had been pl'eviou::>ly 
attracted to the review by the President in Seventy-fourth 
Street. 

The belief that when the President, rising upon the platform 
to remove the veil from the statue, would stand so high as to 
be I:!een even in the rear of the standing crowd, led the greater 
number of those who had been roving on the outside ot it, as 
the bands were heard approaching, to move from all sides to
ward the statue, which, draped in flags, was a conspicuous ob
ject. This movement addiug to the previously great pressure, 
became alm03t unendurable to those nearest the ropes. Some 
women were drawn out fainting, and 11 line, chiefly of children, 
was allowed to be formed sittmg under and outsiue the ropes. 

The reque~t of the committee that 2,000 seats should btl re
served for guests bearing their invitations, and i$O immediately 
in front of the platform for those with special cal'ds had been 
strictly complied with, but of the first n0t more than a third 
and of the last but a sixth had present.!d themselves. Between 
the main body of the spectators and the platform there was 
consequently an empty space when the President arrived. large 
enough to contain several thousand per80DS standing. Thil:!, it 
is needlt'ss to say, was an exasperating right to those on all 
sides who were under the torture of the crowd comltantly 
struggling to get nearer. We should have proposed to the 
committee to allow enough of the outside spectators to be • 
passed quietly in to fill the seats, but no members of it were 
present all being in attendance at the review, by which it was 
possible that its guests were detained. 

As the President pa8sed from his carriage toward the plat
form, a distanee of 400 feet, there was some struggle by those. 
n little back of the front line to place themselves nearer, and 
to lift themselves, so as to get sight of him. A few were 

• thrown over the ropes, and in the flurry others followed, and 
ran after the Presidential party toward the platform, but there 
was no general break. 

As the President appeared on the platform there was a gene
ral movement toward It, with loud and continuous cheering and 
clamor, in the midst of which several of the iron frames of the 
settees gave way, and a number of persons leapt or were 
pitched into the but half-filled enclosure. The reserved seats 
were instantly occupied, and there was for a few moments con
siderable crowd.ing and confusion within the enclosure, but no 
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violent rush, and fortunately not the least panic. The baud 
played the opening piece of music, the assemlJlv became quiet, 
and the exercises went on in regular order. • 

At their close the President !lnd his party returned \vithout 
difticulty to their carriages, and jhe military column formed 
and moved out of the park, followed closely hy the greater 
part of those present. 

To these minutes we shall add some general ob3erva: ions. 
'1 he day was fair, the temperature warm for the season, but 

not oppressive, and the park in the Tichest possible condition 
of foliage and bloom. '['he so-called" Carnival" procession in 
the forenoon had been extensively ~dvertised, and had brought 
in a great many people from the couutry who ha.d made it a 
part of the plan of their holiday to visit the park. A con
siderable proportion of the men present had their wives and 
children "ith them, and throughout all of the crowd there were 
many women. The proportion of decided roughs was nowhere 
large, and that of quiet, civil and well-disposed people nowhere 
small. The spirit of the crowd as a body was patient, good
natured and accommodating. 'With a very few individual ex
ceptions, there was not only a willingness bllt an evident good
will and effort to meet the requirements of the authorities, and 
to mainta,n such a degree of order and decoruUJ as was appro
priate under the circumstances. 'Ye did not hear a harsh 
word, nor witness any violence. ,Ye did not see a drunken 
m\1n, and not a personal injury to anyone has been reported. 
• In view of ali these facts it is gravely significant, and we 
trust that the lesson will not be overlooked, that as with 
respect to all the special regulations which are necessary for 
the development of the parkas a place of rural recreation, the 
crowd was essentially a mob, llzzcles8 (IneZ uncontJ'ollaUe. Had 
the whole police force of the city b3cn on the ground, it could 
have done lIttle toward protecting the properly which it is the 
essellce of the department's special trust to preserve. Judging 
from all experience, it would have made no attempt to do so. 
The keepers of the park, who are supposed to be trained 
especially for this duty, looked upon the most flagrant offences 
against the ordinances of the departmcnt in thou:;ands of in
stances under an impression apparently that they were for the 
time being suspended. 

An hour after the military had left the ground we saw 
keepers repeatedly pass by a group,'mainly of Children, who in 
their play were trampling upon and about a piece of rockwork, 
the creVICes of which were tilled with delicate plants in bloom 

J 
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and the edges fringed with ferns and mOSRes .. The life of these 
was stamped out, and· in places the ground was left b~aten 
hartl, and without a tinge of green remaining. 

We saw women and girls breaking off branches of lil:ws 
loaded with bloom, and others carrying aloft bundles of similar 
branches, passing out of th~ park by way of the police station, 
perfectly oblivious of. the fact that it subjected them to arrest 
and punishment. We asked two men openly breaking the 
law, if they knew that they were doing so; both answered 
smilingly.that the law just then was not of much account. 

Long after the President and the military had disappeared, 
people, ospecially children, continued to rove off the walks, 
quietly breaking down and trampling over shrubs and vines, 
and seomed surprised when remonstrated with. 

The turf in the park was in the best condition for hard wear, 
growing rapidly, and the ground neither moist nor dr.y. The 
trees a:d shrubs were also sappy and pliant, and bent to force 
as they would not at any other sealion. The crowd centered 
at the p;)int where it could least do harm, the surface of the 
ground being level, covered for a large space with turf and 
gravel, and bearing no shrubs or low branched trees. 

For all theRe reasons the damage done was uompal'atively 
slight, and every paius being taken to repair it as ra'pidly as 
possible, under favorable conditions of weather, it is now 
hardly to be noticed. The turf was soaked with water; and 
except where the crowd was densest, warm moist weather 
following, will generally recover. There are hundreds of spots 
from one to two, or three, feet across, however, where it has 
been tLtlllped out completely, and the soil ground to dust. 
'l'hese \,mnot, probably, again green over this year anless it 
be WIth course annual gmsses and weeds. . 

Forty of the settees were sm;tshed, the iron frames of six 
being Lruken. The statues between that of Halleck and the 
south end of the Mall were loaded with men and boys when 
the Pre~idellt passed, but suffered no harm. Had there been 
any delicately cut stone work in the vicinity like that at the 
'rerr:tce ir would have been ruined. N J limbs, but hundreds 
of small branchlets, were broken from the trees. 

The city has expended, within the area of the park, nearly 
ten millions of dollars, and, if it is closely considered for what 
purpose, in the last an<llysis it will be found to be to produce 
certain influences on the imagination of those who vil'lit it, in
fluences which are received and which act, for the most part, 
llllConsciously to those who benefit by them. These iuflueuces 
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come exclusively from the natural objects of the park as they 
fall in pa~sing them into relations and sequences adapted to 
the end in vi(jw. The value of the park is greater or less ac
cording to the success with which arrangements for this 
puqJose have been made. If the value of the natural elements 
IS lessened, the value of the artificial, as the roads, IJridges and 
arches, lessens correspondingly. ·With the increase in beauty 
and influence on the imagination of the one incr(1a~es the value 
of the city's property-the amount of the city's income-in the / 
other. A much higher degree of beauty and pcetic in-
fluence would be pm,sible but for the neces~ity of taking so 
much space for that which in itself is not ollly prosaic but 
o.ten dreary and incongruous, that is to say the necessary 
standing and moving room for the visitors. 

The area thus appropriated in tile park is considerably more 
than a ~undred acres, and much stndy has been given to the 
object of distributing it in fail' proportion to the requiremen ts 
of the public in diflerent parts, and of keeping it as inconspic
uous as practicable. Its extent can nowhere be enlarged, nor 
can the pU!Jlic be allowed to occupy unprepared ground with
out destruction and. waste of what has been laid out for the 
main object in the natural elementi'!. 

Whenever, therefore, the park is used for any other than its 
primary purpose, and especially for spectacles entirely foreign 
to it, like that of It mJitary display, which tend to concentrate 
visitors, the regulations designed with refneDce to that purpose 
are necessarlly, in a gre1tter or less degree, out of place, and 
are overruled; its cnstodians, as well as its visitors, become. 
accustomed to regard them without respect, eustoIIls suitahle 
to paved streets oj' commons override them, and the result, 
directly and indirectly, is incalculably wasteful of the public 
property. 

Mary Barry. 

Johanna Singleton. 

Respectfully, 
FUEDERICK LAW OLlIfSTED, 

Landsmpe Architect. 
JULIUS MUKCKWITZ, 

Superintendent D. P. 1' .. 

The PRESIDENT reported that Mrs. Mary Barry, ladies' maid, 

had died, and that on the 11th instant, he had authorized 

Mrs. Johanna Singleton, her mother, to take her place 

temporarily, until the further action of the Board. 
(Minutes, February 19, 187o, p. 527.) 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved, and that Mrs. Singleton's pay be fixed at 
$1.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, ana it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Horses. 

The PRESIDENT moved that six of the old and useless horses 

to be selected by the Superintendent of Parks, be sold or 
exchanged, and that five new horses be procured either by 
the exchange of the said six old horses or by purchase. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4: 

T. L. Beebe. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Civil and Topographical 
Engineer be authorized to employ Mr. T. L. Beebe, Axeman, 

(. when he shall have occasion for his services, and when he shall 
_ not be engaged by the Engineer and Surveyor of Street 

openings and improvements, and that his pay for such time as 

he may be so' employed, be fixed at $2.50 per day. 
(Minutes, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 378.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative 



50 [Wednesday, !J£ay 16, 1877. 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

. Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Teams in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 
issue orders for the employment of teams for spreading the 
broken stone, rolling and watering the roads in the Twenty

third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10:15 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 23d inst., at 9 o'clock, 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN. 

Secretary D. P. P. 

, 
I 
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WEDNESDAY, MAr ~3, 187'7. 

AD.JOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner 

" 
" 
" 

MARTIN, President. 

STEBBINS. 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 9th and 16th 

insts. were read and approved. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Be.solved, That the opening of the proposal "I for the con
struction of a bridge over Harlem River, at the intersection of 
Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, be 
further adjourned until Wednesday, the 6th day of Jure, 1877, 
at 9:30 o'clock A. M., at the office of this Department. 

(Minntes, May 16th, 1877, p. 37.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

~4. 

At the hour of half-past Ulne o'clock A. M. the meeting was 

opened to the public, and to those of the bidders for the con-
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strnction of said bridge who desired to be present, and the 
President anllounced to those present the time and place of 

said adjournment. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Offices for Superintendent of 23d and 24th Wards for 1877. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 

of the following resolutions approved by his Honor the Mayor 
on the 18th inst. 

Rpsol1Jed, That. the Dppartm~nt of Public Parks and its several officers remove 
forthwith from the offices now occupied by them in the Twenty-fourth Ward to 
the vacant rooms on the third fioor of the building at the northeast corner of 
King'lbl'idge Road and College A nnue, heretofore leased hy the city; and be it 
furthel' 

Resolved, That the Clerk of t-his Board be, and he is hereby, directed to execute 
a lease, on behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the city of New 
York, with Thomas Kearns, of the stables in the' ear of .aid last-mentioned build
ing, for the use of said Department of Public Parks, at an annual rent of one 
hundred and fifty dollars, payable qllarterly, on the usual quarter days; the said 
lease to be for the term of one year from May 1st, 1877. 

(Minutes, December 27th, 1876. p. 501.) 

Referred to Commissioner Wetmore. 

Fruit Stand at Sixth Avenue and Thirty-second Street. 

From his Honor the Mayor, requesting that, if po~sible, per
mission be given to Mr. Oarlyle to keep a fruit stand at the 

cornel' of Sixth Avenue and Thirty-second Street. 
Commissioner WENMAN moved that the request of the Mayor 

be respectfully declined, as it is contrary to the rules andregu
lations of the Department to allow stands on the sidewalks of 
the parks. 

Adopted. 

Surplus of $100 in Disbursing Clerk's hands. 

From the Comptroller of the city, as follows: 
CITY OF NE\V YORK, I 

FI~A~OE DEPARTM"~T-COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE. f 
May 11th, 1877. 

Hon. WM. R MARTIN, 

Presidmt Department of Public Parks,' 
Sir,-In answer to your communication of the 10th inst. asking what disposition 

.' 
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should be made of the sum of $100 recpived on March Sd, 1875. from the Dis
bur,ing Clerk of your Dppartment as a surplus remaining in his hands after 
paying off the payor. lIs for January, 1875, you are advised that said amount 
should be turn~d int~ the ci'y tr~asury to the cfPdit of the General Fund, a 
rpcPipt taken from the City Chamberlain for the same, and said receipt forwarded 
to this office. 

Very respectfnlly, 
(Signetl) JOHN KELLY, 

Oomptroller. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication and 

subject be referred to Commissiouer Wenman for further ex-

amination. 
(Minutes, May 9th, 1877, p. 20.) 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. Claim of Messrs. Moran & ArmstI:ong. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, advising the Depart

ment uJym the questions raised by Mr. John H. Strahan with 
regard to the power of the Department to direct payment of 

the claim of Messrs. Moran & Armstrong for extra work on the 

Museum of Art, in which he states as follows: 
" It seems to me that if the WOl'k for which Messrs. Moran 

" & Armstrong now claim payment waS not covered by their 
" contrart, it was the duty of the Department of Public Parks 
" to have caused the same to be done under contracts made at 
" public letting. I must, therefore, ad vise you that the De
" partment callnot authorize the payment of the claim." 

(Minutes, May 2d, 1877, p. 5.) 

Filed. 

Bonds of Town of Kingsbridge. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, advising the Depart

ment upon its right to expend the proceeds of the bonds issued 
by the late town (If Kingsbridge under authority of Chapter 

89 Laws of 1873, upon the purposes mentioned in said act, in 

which he states as follows: 
"Unless there is some special provision of law which has 

" escaped my notice, and which expressly authorizes the sale 
" of the $35,000 of bonds referred to in your letter, and the 
" application of the proceeds thereof to the objects and pur
" poses mentioned in Chapter 89 of the Laws of 1873, I do not 
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" think there is any authority at the present time for such sale 
., and application." 

(Minutes, April 25th, 1877, p. 783.) 

Filed. 

Museums of Art and N atul'al History. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, with a copy of the following resolution, adopted by that 

Board on the 15th inst., viz. : 
Resolved, That in pursuance of the authority 'conferred upon the Board of Es

timate and Apportionment, by the provisious of Section 112, Chapter 335, Laws of 
1873, the Comptroller be, and he is hel'eby, authorized to issue, from time to time, 
as may be required, aud at such rates ot interest as he may determillc, not ~xceed
ing seven per cent. per annum, "Museums of Art and Katllral History 8tock," au
thorized by chapter 2911, L~ws of 1871, and on account of requisition of the Depart
ment ot Public Parks, dated September 9, 1875, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 656.) 

Filed. 

DrinkingFountains on the Mall, Central Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the two 
drinking fountains on the Mall, in Central Park, are so much 
out of repair that they will have to be removed, and askin~ the 
instructions of the Board as to the manner in which he shall 
replace them. 

Referred to the Landscape Architect for his report. 

High Bridge Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the 
sewer pipe leading from the High Bridge Park Hotel, is a 
f<>ur-inch drain pipe, and that it only extends to the land of 

Mr. Combs. That a six-inch pipe shaull be laid from the 
hotel to the river, the cost of which would not exceed $250. 
That he has a sufficient quantity of drain-pipe on hand for the 
purpose. 

(Minutes, May 16, 1877, p. 35.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Snperintendent of 
Parks be directed to replace the present four-inch drain pipe 

/ 
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from the High Bridge Park Hotel with a six-inch pipe, extend
ing to the Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereuf, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that some re
pairs are necessary to the Central Byidge, ana recommending 

that from $900 to $1,000 be expended on it, which will be suffi
cient to keep it in a safe condition until next autumn. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have such repairs made to said bridge as will put it 

in a safe condition, at a cost not exceeding $1,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Cornelius Sanford. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding a communi
cation from Cornelius Sanford, watchman at Central Bridge, 
in regard to maltreatment which he had received on the 4th 
and 14th insts., while on duty on the bridge, and asking to be 
assigned to some other duty. Also stating, that by the 
direction of the President he had transferred Mr. Sanford to 
duty at Manhattap. Square. 

• 
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Commissioner WEKMAN moved that the action of the Presi
dent in the m:ttter be approved. 

'Ihe PRESIDENT pnt the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fav0r 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Laying-out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

]\fartin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, with a copy of 

, the notice which he had sent to all known owners of property 

in the district west of Jerome Avenue, as directed by the Boald 

on the 16th inst. 
(Minutes, ;\iay 16, 1877, p. 35.) 

Filed. 

The following owners of property in said district and who 

attended in pursuance of said notice, were then received, viz. : 
Messrs. L. G. Morris, Fordham Morris, H. );. Camp, Isaac Levy, A. A. Levy 

(also representing H. Morrison), W. E. Smith, Gen. H. Peck, Nathan Day, and 
George R. Tremper. 

They all expressed their approval of the plan submitted by 
the Civil and Topographical Engineer, and urged its adoption, 

except Mr. Day and Mr. Tremper, who objected, not tl) the plan, 

as a whole, but to the roads as laid down opposite their houses, 

on the ground that they could, with equal advantage to the 
public and less damage to them individually, be removed fur

ther from their houses. 

The owners or property then retired. 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resoln

tion: 
Resoll,'ed, That under, and by virtue of the powers conferred 

on the Commissioners of the Department of ·Public Parb of 
the city of New York, by Chapter 6U4 of tile Laws of b74, they 
do hereby layout the streets, roads, and avenues, and public 
parks or places within the Twenty-fourth Ward of the city of 

.' 



\ 

May 23, 1877.] 57 

New York, shown on a map or plan entitled, "Plan of streets, 
roads and avenues lying west of .Terome Avenue, and south of the 
road leading from MoshoJu to Williams Bridge, in the Twenty
fourth Ward," dated" New York, Ma) 15, 1877," and signed 
"Fr~dk. Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect," and "J. James R. 
Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer," of the widt hs, extent, 
and direction that said streets, roads, and avenues, and public 
parks or places, are designated on said map or plan by red 
lines and figures and by color, the same being snch as to the said 
Commissioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to 
the public good.; and that the President of the Department 
cause the said several streets, roads and avenues, and public 
parks or places, to be surveyed and designated by proper mon
uments, whflre the same are not already so designatf'd, and 
also cause three similar maps or plam; of the same to be pre
pared and submitted to this Board, to be filed in pUrSUitllCe of 
said law above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

( favor thereof, as follows: . 

( 

Ayes-CommiRsioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Sewer in Third A.venue. 23d Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 
plan and specifications. for a sewer in Third Avenne, from One 
hundred and forty-third to One hundred and forty-sixth Streets, 

and estimating the cost of the work at $1,910. 
(Minutes April 2(1, 1877. p. 777.) 

Laid over. 

Store room in 23d Ward. for Civil and Topographical Corps. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, stating that it 
is necessary to have a store room in the Twenty-third Ward, 
for the purpose of keeping the instruments, tools, stakes, 

etc. 
The PRESIDENT moved that the Oivil and Topographical En-

gineer be authorized to hire a store room in the Twenty-third 
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Ward for the remainder of the year, at a cost not exceeding 

$12.50 per month. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Special Patrolmen. 

From the Lieutenant, requesting that the Board would ap

point some special patrolmen during the summer months. 

Laid over. 

Parker McCuen, police tailor. 

From the Lieutenant, reporting that. Parker McCuen, police 

tailor, was absent on account of sickness, from the 9th instant 
to the 19th instant, when he reported £01' duty. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Parker McCuen, police tailor, be 
restored to duty from the 19th instant. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Hoard voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: . 

Ayes - OommissionersM[l,rtin, Stbbbins, Wenman, 

Wetmore-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, of the Committee on plans 
of the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History, 
lapproving of the following alterations and extra works in the 
Museum of Natural History build.ing, and requesting that they 

be ordered at a cost not exceeding the amount set opposite 
each item, viz. : 

I 
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No.4. 

1. To change the cast iron sockets for the standards, from what is repre· 
sented on the plans to sample now put in and ordered by Professor 
Biekmore, .•.•.•••.....• ......................•... ........ $120 00 

2. To make fifty movable racks of the proper size to fit on the shelves 
of the ca~es hinged and arJ'anged wit.h hooks and st,aples, so they can 
be elevated in the same manner a. the' adjustable shelves j and ar-
ranged with pins so that clnbs, arrows, etc., can be put upon them, 250· 00 

3. To fit new ca,t iron bases to the twelve columns on the third floor, and 
make them conform to the bases of the cases,.................... 8400 

\ 4 .. To fit the cornice mouldings of the cases around the columns on the 
third floor (twelve in number). .. .. ..•. .. .. ... ................. 60 00 

Ii. T9 change the bracket for shelves to conform to the change made in 
the shelving of A., B., and C. cases,............................ 303 00 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that items 
Nos. 1 and 5 are alterations in the plans, and items Nos. 2, 3 
and 4 are additional works not provided for by the contracts; 
and that if the Board desires to have these works done, they 
should be ordered at once. 

(Minutes, April 6, 1877, p. 726.) 

The PRESIDENT then moved that said changes and additional 
works be ordered, and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue 

orders therefor. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of an the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Theodore Weston, reporting favorably upon the 
( samples of marble and slate submitted by Mr. F. W. Smith for 

the tiling in the Museum.of Art buildi.ng. 
Filed. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the. proposal (No.5) of Mr. F. W. Smith for 

the marble and slate tiling in the Museum of Art building, be 
accepted as the lowest bid, that the contract be awarded to said 
F. W. -Smith thArefor, and that the President be, and hereby 
is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this Depart
ment. 

(Minutes, Ma'Y 2, 1877, p. 12.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
a3lee to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore· 
-4. 

Special Patrolman at the Terrace. 

From }\fr. C. Ryan, licensee for sale of refreshments on 
Central Park, making application for the appointment of special 
patrolmen at the Terrace and Dairy on Saturdays, Sundays and 
Holidays, and offering to pay for their services on those days. 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 58.) 

Laid over. 

Drinking Fountain at Beach Street Park. 

From Mr. J. W. Fiske, making application on behalf of Mrs. 
J ohn Jacob Astor, for permission to erect at her expense a 
drinking fountain at Beach Street park. 

Also from the Commissioner of the Department of Public 
Works, recommending that the application be granted. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the permipsion requested 
be granted; and that it be referred to the Landscape Architect 
to designate the location ou the park for the erection of the 
fountain. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Edward Boote accepting the award of the contract 
for laying encaustic tiles in the Museum of Natural History 
building. 

(Minutes, May 16, 1877, p. 32.) 

Filed. 

) 

,. 
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Seward Statue. 

From Mr. Joseph Forbes, Commander of Abraham Lincoln 
Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, requesting permis
sion fOf said Post to decorate the statue of Seward at Madison 
Square, on Decoration Day. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested be 
. \. granted. 

( 

Adopted. 

Statue of Mazzini. 

From Mr. E. Macoggi, Secretary of the committee presenting 
the bust of Joseph Mazzini, submitting a s,ketch of the pro
posed pedestal for the bust, with the inscription to be placed 
on it. 

(Minutes, January 3, 1877, p. 51O.) 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report upon. 

,Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audIted thtJ fol1owil,g bil1s, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: ' 
Bartlett, E., harness .••............. Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ...... . 

Bell, Thomas, harness repairs ......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Colgate & Company, soap .........•... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ........ 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

$9 47 

M............ ll7 

Coogan, Wm., laying crosswalk ........ Flagging and lay-

ing crosswalk on 

Berrian Avenue 

.at intersection 

of Kingsbridge 

Road •••••.••• 

$134 ('0. 

26 no. 

1004 

1'T4 0.5 



Devlin, John B., paving ........ , ..•... Paving 3d Avenue 

from N. side 

163d Street to 

Northeru Bound· 

ary 23d Ward. 

Martin, J. M. C. &- Sons, brushes ... oo .. Maint. and Govt. 

[ Wednesday, 

$2,480 90 

P. &- Poo....... 15 43 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, wheels, jets, &-c.Maint. and Govt. 

P. &- Poo . . .. . . . $106 60 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .........••. 

O'Neil, Michael, quarried rock ......... Maint 23d and 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Pierce, F. O. '" Co., paints and varnish. Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... .. 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps.,Impt. &-

M ••.•.••..... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Maint and Govt. 

P. &-P ....... . 

Rogers, H. A., screws, locks and bolts. ooMaint. and Govt. 

P.&P ....... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Tone, Theo. F., Cumberland coal. ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ , 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. &-

M ............ . 

Maint. and GOTt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Watson Mfg. Co., iron and labor ....... Museum of Art .. 

91 04 

$2 20 

197 64 

80 00 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..•.•... 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .• : .............. . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ......... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....................... . 

Museum of Art .....•............. ' .......•........... 

Paving 3d Avenue from 163d St. to N. Boundary 23d Ward 

Flagging and laying crosswalk Berrian Avenue at Kings 

bridge Road ...............................••.... 

$415 09 

108 20 

95 56 

25 61 

6,000 00 

2,480 90 

174 05 

-- $9,29941 

Amounting in the aggt'egate to the sum of ninety.two hundred and ninety-nine 

dollars and forty-one cents. 

H. G STEBBINS, } Auditing 
JAB. F. WENMAN, Committee. 

New York, May 23d, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners 

Wet.more-4. 
Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Music. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom had been referred the subject of 
music at Central Park during the summer, verbally reported 
that he had made arrangements, subject to the approval of the 

. Board, with Messrs. Dodworth and Grafulla to give concerts 
each Saturday oil the Mall, commencing on the 2d June prox. 
The bands to consist of from fifty to fifty-three mnsicians and 

Ilo leadar/ wllo Wfl,S f1l~a.rs to be either Mr. Dodworth or Mr. 
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Grafulla, and that the charge for each concert was to .be $5 for 
each musician and $15 for the leader. 

(Minutes, May 2,1877, p. 5.) 

Com~issioner STEBBINS moved the arrangements made by the 
President with Messrs. Dodworth.and Grafulla be approved. 

The PREsIDEN'r put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, J . 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, ·Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Music Programme. 

The PRESIDENT then presented and read an agreement which 
he had made, snbject to the approval of the Board, with Mrs. 
S. S. Colt, printer, to publish and distribute free of charge 

5,000 copies of the Music Programme on each concert clay, no ) 

other programme to be allowed to be distributed, and Mrs. 
Colt to derive her remuneration exclusively from advertise-
ments, and he moved that the agreement be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tiv~, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 'Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Patrolman Geo. Walker. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had tried Patrol
man Ge('rge Walker on two charges preferred by the Lieu
tenant, viz.: the first for not properly patrolling his post on 
the 8th instant, and the second for using abusive and insulting 

language to the Lieutenant on the 13th inst. 
That the Lieutenant had suspended the officer since the 13th 

inst. 
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That he found Officer Walker guilty of both charges, and 
recommended him to be fined by loss of pay during the time 
he had been suspended. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the report of the Presi
dent be accepted, and that Officer Walker be fined by loss of 

-, his pay during the time of his suspension, and that he be repri
manded by the PresideJ;lt, the reprimand to be read publicly to 
the whole force. 

( 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Police Regulations. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That when charges are preferred against any 

member of the police force, he be permitted to have his friends 
present to assist him at the investigation and trial of the 
charges, but that any other influence or intervention in favor of 
the officer against whom the charges are made, except at that 
time or before the Board, will be treated as a violation of the 
rules of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Special Patrolmen. 

The PRESIDENT reported, that in pursuance of the anthority 
given by the Board on the 9th instant, he had appointed twenty 
special patrolmen for the 15th inst., and he presented a list of 
the persons so appointed, which was ordered to be filed. 

(Minutes, May 9, 1877, p. 23.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That no person who was appointed a special 
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patrolman for the 15th inst. be allowed pay on any other roll, 
or in any other capacity, for that day. 

Adopted. 

Screened Gravel. 

The TREASURER reported that he had purchased screened 

gravel for the Parks from the bank known as Kohler's Bank, f 

on the west side of the Hudson River. 

The· Superintendent of Parks, who was requested to be pres

ent, reported that the screened gravel recently delivered from 
Kohler's bank, was in all respects as good as that formerly 
purchased from the Roa Hook bank. 

Commissioner STEBBIXS then moved that the BoarGl approve 
the screened gravel from Kohler's bank, as suitable for use on 
the parks. 

\ 
(Minutes, March 7,1877, p. 667.) 

The PRESIDENT put the quef;!tion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 1Il 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore.-3. 
No.-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Military Parades in Central Park. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the ordinance, No.4, adopted on the 31st day 
of March, 1873, forbidding military processions in Central 
Park, be strictly enforced for the future. ') 

(Minutes, May 16, 1877, p. 41.) 

Adopted. 

Minutes. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, requested 
to have bound, in convenient form, for the use of the members 
of the Board, twenty copies of the minutes and documents of 
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this Board, from May 1st, 1876, to April 30th, 1877, the cost 
not to exceed one hundred dollars. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Wetmore-4. 

Julius Munckwitz, Jr. 

The PRESIDENT stated that there was at present a very large 
amount of drawings to be made by the Superintending Archi
tect, both in connection with the two Museum buildings and 

the trestle work on Riverside Avenue, and he recommended that 
the Board appoint Mr. Julius Munckwitz, Jr., a draughtsman 
in his office, as he had been engaged on that work without pay 
for several months. 

_ Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that Mr. Julius Munck
witz, Jr., be appointed a draughtsman in the office of' the 
Superintending Architect, until the further order of the Board, 
and that his pay be fixed at $2.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Berriau Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT presented the assessment list for the work of 
flagging and laying crosswalk on the west side of Berrian 
Avenue, from the second angle north of Kingsbridgc Road to 
Isaac Street, as directed by ordinance of November 2, 1876, 
together with the statement of the amount and cost of the 
work, and moved that they be signed by the Commissioners 
and transmitted to the Board of Assessors. 

(Minutes, March 21, 1877, p. 703.) 

, 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Summer Helmet for Police .Force. 

Commissioner WENMAN presented a sample summer helmet 
for the police force, and moved that it be adopted as the regu
lation helmet, and a sufficient number be purchased for the use 
of the force during the summer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 12:30 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Thursday, the 31st May, 1877, at 9 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 

/ 
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THURSDAY, MAY 31st, 187''1. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
WEN MAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 23d instant were 
read and approved. 

liThe following communications were presented and read: 

Lincoln Avenue and 135th Street. 

From the Health Department, complaining of the condition 
of the street gutter at the north-east corner of One hundred 
and thirty-fifth Street and Lincoln Avenue . 

. Also from the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, reporting thereon, and· stating that it is 
necessary to build a receiving basin at the place named in 
order to remedy. the nuisance complained oI. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
that the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards be directed to build a receiving basin at the 
north-east corner of One hundred and thirty-fifth Street and 
Lincoln Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes - Commissioners lVIartin, Stebbins, 

Wetmore-4. 

Laborers absent. 

Wenman, 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting the names of / 
laborers who have been absent from work for more than three 
days. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 28, 1877, p. 644.) 

Filed. 

Geo. IV. Robinson. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that during the 
summer months the engine on Third Avenue Bridge should be 
attended by an engineer from 5 o'clock A. M. to 9 o'clock P. M., 

and that in order to do so it will be necessary to appoint a~ 
assistant engineer. 

From lVIr. Fordham lVIorris, recommending lVIr. George W. 
Robinson for the position of Engineer of the engine on Third 
Avenue Bridge. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that Mr. George W. Robinson 
be appointed Assistant Engineer in charge of the steam engine 
on Third Avenue Bridge/ and that his pay be fixed at $2.50 

per day. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in, the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Aye.s - Commissioners :Martin, Stebbins, 
Wetmore-4. 

Drain in 144th Street, 23d IV ard. 

Wenman, 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending 
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that, until a sewer is constructed in Mott Avenue, in the 

Twenty-third Ward, that Mr. W. T. OURhing be allowed to lay 
a box drain across One hundred and forty-fourth Street 
diagonally from the north to the south side of the street. 

The PRESIDENT moved that permission be given to Mr. W. 
T. Oushing to lay a box drain in One hundred and forty-fourth 

Street, opposite his house and diagonally from the llorth to 
the south side of the street; the work to be done at his expense 
and under the direction and supervision of the Superintendent 
of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minntes, June 21, 1876, p. 134.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the member's of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

I 

Brook Avenue SLwer. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 
'-y he requires three more inspectors on the work of the Brook 

Avenue sewer. 

, 
(Minutes, May 9th, 1877, p. 17.) 

Laid over. 
Report of Director of Observatory. 

From the Director of the Meteorological Observatory, sub
mitting his report for the year 1876, and requesting that 500 
copies of it be printed for distribution. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re
quested to. make requisition on the Board of Uity Record to 
print five hundred copies of said report for distribution. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voti~g in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 
Urinal. 

From Mr. W. D. A. Manice, protesting ag'tinst the erection 
of a uriqal at the Sixth Avenue and Thirty-fifth Street park. 

(Minutes, May 9th, 1877, p. '17.) 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report. 

Elton A venue. 

From Mr. John Paul, requesting permission to set the curb 
and gutter on the east side of Elton A venue for fifty feet north 
from One hundred and fifty-seventh street. 

Also from the Engineer in charge of the work of grading said 
avenue, reporting upon said application, and recommending 
that it be granted. Also stating that the avenue has been 
graded for a sidewalk ten feet wide, which was the proper width 
in Morrisania prior to annexation, and that detached pieces of 
the curb have been set accordingly, although the sidewalk 
should be thirteen feet wide if made in oonformity with the 
regulations in force in the city. 

The PRESIDENT moved that permission be given to Mr. John 
Paul to set' the curb and gutter on the east side of Elton A ve
nue for fifty feet north from One hundred and fifty-seventh 

Street, on his depositing the amount of the Surveyor's fees; 
that the work be done under the direction of the Department, 
and that the sidewalk be ten feet wide. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
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Central Park Gaeet#e. 

From Mr~ W. Hazenfrat, requ.esting permission to distribute 
free of pharge, at the entrances to the Central Park and at the 

boat-house, copies of a publication to be called the" Central 
Park Gazette." 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communication be 
referred to the Landscape Architect to report. 

Ad~pted. 

Lieuteuant Corcoran. 

From Mr. T. G. Stagg, complaining that Lieutenant Corcoran 
would not compel a carriage, which was standing on the side of 
one of the drives in Central Park, to move on while the parade 
of coaches was passing by, on the 26th inst. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Lieutenant waR carrying out 
the general instructions which he had given him, in order to 
preserve order and prevent accident on the occasion, in allow
ing carriages to stand at the side of the drive while the coaches 
were passing. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that said communication 
be referred to the-President to reply. 

Adopted. 

J. J. Snow. 

From Mr. A. N. Morris, complaining that he purchased a 
pony from Mr. J. J. Snow, the licensee of the pony service in 
Central Park, which has not proved to be as good as Mr. Snow 

. represented it to be, and that Mr. Snow will not now take the 
pony back or return him the amount he paid for it. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Ur. Morris be informed 
that, inasmuch as the transaction conceruing which he com
plains was a private one, and not had with Mr. Snow in his 
capacity of a licensee of the Department, the Commissioners 

cannot entertain the complaiJ?t. 
Adopted. 
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Watering J'lrome Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards requesting that the rule of allowing only eight 
hours to laborers, &c. in anyone day, be suspended during the 

time he is watering Jerome Avenue, as it will be necessary for 

him to employ the watering carts for more hours than allowed 

each day for the purpose. 
(Minutes, January, 31, 1877, p. 591.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said rule be suspended, 

as regards laborers, &c. employed in watering Jerome Avenue, 

until and including Saturday, J nne 16, 1877. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

Commissioner WETMORE was, by consent, excused from 
voting. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Morton, Chesley & Co., assignees of the Wat
son Manufacturing Company, contractors for the construction 
of c:ases for the Museum of N,ltural History building, asking 
for a fluther payment of $12,000 on account. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that 

the contractors for the cases have executed work to the value 

/ 

of $35,000, and that they have only been paid $12,000 on ac- ') 
count, and recommending that the payment requested be al-. 
lowed. 

(Minutes, March 14, 1877, p. 679.) 

The PRE~IDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to prepare and submit an estimate in favor of said 
contractors on account and not exceeding $12,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, avd it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

'- From Mr. F. W. Smith, accepting the award of the contract for 
laying marble and slate tiling in the Museum of Art Building. 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 59.) 

Filed. 

Wilson Crosby. 

From Mr. Wilson Crosby, Second Assistant Engineer on 

Riverside Avenue construction, requesting to be allowed full 
time for such portion of the present month of Mayas he was 
absent on account of sickness, contracted while on the work. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Wilson Crosby be allowed 
\ full time and pay, as requested. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Seed~ of Chinese Plants. 

From Mr. S. W. Williams, presenting the seeds of some rare 

( Chinese plants. 
Oommissioner WETMORE moved that they be accepted, with 

the thanks .of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Cornelius Sanford. 

From ,Mr. Cornelius Sanford, applying to be re-employed in 

the Department. 
(Minutes, May 23,1877, p. 55.) 

Filed. 
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American Mu@eum of Natural History. 

Messrs. W. A. Haines, Wm. E. Dodge, Jr., Howard Potter, 
J. M. Constable, and D. J. Steward, a {lommittee from the 
Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History, were 
then received, and stated that their object was to obtain the 
direction (·f the Board that the $30,000 allowed for the mainte
nance of the :Museum they represented, and the Metropolitan 
Museum ~f Art, be distributed in equal shares to said Mu
seums. 

(Minutes, January 17, 1877, p. 541:) 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the Trustees 
of the American Museum of Natural History and alRo those of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, be notified that the Commis
sioners will receive a committee .from each Museum on 'Ved
nesday, the 6th June, 1877, at 9.39 o'clock A. M., and hear them 
on the suhject of the apportionment of said sum of $30,000 be
tween said Museums. 

Adopted. 

The committee then retired. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WEN MAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, ·presented the following report : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Brennan, Wm., plastering ............. Museum of Art ... 

Devlin, Jno. B., r~pair8 to Farmers' 

Bridge ......................... Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Impt. and M. 

Gates, Church E. cit Co., timber ........ Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Gildersleeve, W. H., bread ......• " ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Gold & Stock Telegraph Co., rent of line. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... : 

$4,rl08 46 

147 00 

20 70 

29 24 

62 50 

/ 
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King, Briggs'" Co., rasps ............. }faint.and Govmt. 

P. and P ••...•.. 

Mott, J. L. Iron Works, road boxes and 

grates ......•.......•....•••.•. Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

New, T .. roofing ..................... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••••.••.•. 

Rogers, R. A., horse naile and steel 

brooms ....... ' ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. and 

Maint ........ , 

Seligman, Henry'" Co., disinfectant .... Maint. 2nd Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

Stevens, Wm., spindles ................ Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P .... ,. 

Tone, Theo. F., coal. ....•••....••••.. Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. and 

Maint ....... .. 

$5 '15 

4'1 00 

$81 00 

lS 00 

86 00 

3 '15 

4 00 

28 85 

$5,051 45 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .. '" .. . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................ , 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ....... . 

City Pal'ks Improvement Fund .................•.. , ... . 

Museum of Art .................................. ' ... . 

$136 24 

1'18 90 
180 85 

4'1 00 

4,508 46 

--- $5,051 45 

Amounting in the aggregate to the Sllm of five' thollsand and fifty-one dollars 

and forty five cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, May 31st, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t Auditing 
JAS. F. WENlIIAN, f OQmndtiee. 

The PRESIDENT moyed that the Board do now approve the 
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above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Refreshments in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the application of Mr .. 

C. Ryan, for an extension of his license for supplying refresh-· 

meots in Central Park, presented and read an agreement 
which he had prepared, granting }\fr. Ryan a Hew license for 
five years, from November 1st, 1877, for said purpose. 

(Minutes, March 14, 1877, p. 680.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That the agreement with Mr. C. Ryan, which 

has been this day presented and read by the President, 
.granting him the license to supply refreshments in Central 
Park, be approved, that said license be, and hereby is, granted 
to said C. Ryan for five years, from November 1st, 187" upon 
the terms and conditions contained in said agreement, and that 
the President be, and hereby is, authorized to sign said agree
men;, for aqd on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

Horses. 

The TREASURER reported verbally that he had purchased 

five horses, at an average price of $175 each, and that he had 
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arranged with the seller to take the six old and useless horses 

in exchange, and allow $125 for them. 
(Mi~utes, May Iii, 18~~, p. 49.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Tl'ea
surer be approved by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commis~ioners 

Wetmore -4. 
Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

$100 surplus in hands of Disbursing Clerk. 

Commissioner WENMAN reported verbally that he h~d seen 
the Comptroller upon the subject of the surplus of $100 in the 
hands of the Disbursing Clerk, and that the Comptroller, after 

hearing an explanation of the matter, stated that he would alter 

his opinion as regards the proper di!:lposition of said sum, and 

would communicate officially with the Department in relation 

thereto. 
(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 52.) 

Offices for Superintendent of 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissiouer WETMORE, to whom was referred the resolu

tions of the Common Council directing this Department to re

move the offices of the Superintendent of the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards, reported verbally .as follows: 

On the 27th December, 1876, this Board adopted a resolu
tion directing the President to hire from Messrs.' Valentine & 

• Briggs, during the year 1877, the offices which the D~partment 
had occupiH.l during 1R76. An agreement waH made out in 
accordance with the directions of the Board, and signed by 
Messrs. Valentine & Briggs, but the Finance Department hav
ing refused to pay the rent for said offices for the last few 
months of 1876, on the ground that this Department had no 
power, without the authority of the Common Council, to hire 
the offices, the President had applied to the Board of Alder
JDeq to pass l, resolution authorizing the hiring of the offices 
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during 1877, before he would sign the agreement. 'l'hat the 
Board of Aldermen took no action of said application, but had 
recently adopted a resolution directing the Uepartment to re
move from said offices. 'l'!Jat the agreement for hiring said 
offices from Messrs. Valentine & Briggs has not yet been 
signed by the President, but the Department has occupied the 
offices for five months, for which time no rent has yet been 
paid. 

He then moved that it be referred to the President to ascer
tain and report the legal rights and powers of the Department 
in the matter. . 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, May 23, 18~~, p. 02.) 

Statue of Mazzini. 

The Landscape Architect verbally reported upon the subject 

of the pedestal for the bust of Mazzilli, and recommended that 

the junction of the drives immediately west of Webster's 

statue be designated as the site for the bust. 
(Minutes, May 23, 18~7, p. 61.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the site recommended by 

the Landscape Ar<.lhitect be designated for said bust, and that 

it be referred to the Landscape Architect to arrange for all 

details in connection with the erection Qf said bust, and with 

power to allow the inscriptions proposed, to remain on the 

pedestal subject to the order of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Mowers. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Treasurer is hereby authorized to issue 

orders for the employment of twenty mowenl , to be givt'n, as 
far as practicable, to men who have heretofore been employed. 
by the Department upon such work, and that the pay of such 
mowers be fixed at $l.GO per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 
Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
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Wm. Cushing. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolvtd, That Mr. William Cushing be, and hereby is, ap
pointed a chainman to act as inspt-'ctor upon the work of the 
construction of Riversiue Avenue, and that his pay be :6.xeu at 
$78 per month. 

The PRESIDENT put the q'lBstion, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Boardvoting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wen man, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Watering Jerome Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to detail a man to take charge of the engine used for 

watering Jerome Avenue. 

The PRESlDE:>T put the questioll, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3._ 

No-Commissioner 'Vetmore-l. 

Base Ball, &c: 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the Parks 

.( be directed to open the Green and Lawns in Central Park for 

base ball, croquet, and as a common, on the same terms and 
-, conditions prescribed last season. 

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 97.) 

Adopted. 

Special Patrolmen. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu
tion: 

Whereas, The following named employes of the Department, 
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who wpre appointed, and acted. as special patrolmen on the 
15th May, 1t!77, were abu employed aR, and discharged the 
duties of, night watchmen on the night of the .same day, viz. : 

Francis BranigAn, Michael R Halpin, John Holmes, Patrick Murphy, Patrick 
Reynolds, Jarne. Mooney, Dennis Criwmins, and Michael Dalton. 

Resolced, That they be, and hereby are, allowed pay for their 
regular cluties as n:ght watchmen on the 15th May, 1877, as 
1I'ell as the pay which has already been allowed them as special 
patrolmen during said day. 

(Minutes. May 23,1877, p. 65.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

vuting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

IF. Schrieber. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. Frederick Schrieber, skilled 

laborer, was absent on the 30th April and half of May 1st, 1877, 

on account of a death in his family, that he had granted him 

leave of absence on those days, and had notified the Di~bursing 

,Clerk to allow him for them, but that he had not been allowed 

tor them. He then moved that the Disbursing Clerk be 

directed to allow Mr. Frederick Schrieber full time and pay on 

the next pay-roll for the 30th April and half of May 1st, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT put the que~tion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor t 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Museum of Art, C. Vaux. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that a bill of Mr. C. Vaux, Archi

tect, for commissions, for plans and superintendence of the 

Art Museum building had been audited on the 9th May, ]877, 
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but that he had withheld signing it until the Board had con
sidered' what fUlother amount of commissions should be allowe 
to Mr. Vaux ill relation to said building. He then moved at 
the subject of the amount of the commissions to be owed 
Mr. C. Vaux for the plans, I"pecifications, and superintendence 
,of the Museum of Art building be referred to the Auditing 
Committee to report. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, August 4, 18'15, p. 181.) 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:30 
-o'clock A. 14., to meet on Wednesday, the 6th June, 1877, at 9 
,,'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6th, IS77. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A.. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 
" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 31st of May, 
1877, were read and approved. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Oommissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the opening of the Proposals for the COil

~truction of a Bridge over the Harlem River, at the intersection 
of Madison Avenue and One Hundred and thirty-ninth Street, 
be further adjourned until Wednesday, the 20th day of June, 
1877, at U:30 A. M., and that the Board of Estimate and Appor .. 
tionment be respectfully requested to take action in the mean
time upon the issue of bonds for the construction of said 
Bridge. 

(Minutes, May 23, 181'7, p. 51.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members ot the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows; 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. 111. the meeting was 
opened to the public, and to those of the bidders for the oon-
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struction of said Bridge who desired to be present, and the 
President announced to those present the time and place of 
said adjournment. 

The following communications were then presented and 

read: 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Comptroller of the City, stltting that Mr. Edward 
Boote, to whom the contract for laying Encaustic Tiling in the 
Museum of Natural History building, was awarded, desired 
to substitute Mr. George W. Bassett, as a surety on his pro
posal, instead of Mr. Felix J. O·Neil. 

(Minutee, May 16, 1877, p. 33.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 

Public Parks of the Oityof New York, hereby consent to the 
substitution of Mr. George W. Bassett, of the Glenham Hotel, 
in said Oity, in place of Mr. Felix J. O'Neil, as a surety for 
the faithful performance of the contract for laying Encaustic 
Tiling in the Museum of Natural History building, heretofore 
awarded to Mr. Edward Boote. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes. - Gommissioners Martin, Stebbins, 
Wetmore-4. 

Concord .Avenue. 

Wenman, 

The PRESIDENT stated that the sureties for the original con
tractor for the regulaping. of Ooncord Avenue, in the Twenty
third Ward, viz., Mr. Richard H. Teller and Mr. Oharles H. 
Watson, had submitted to him a draft agreement, by which 
they authorized the Department to employ Mr. Green Wright 
to complete the work, at a price not to exceed the amount 
unpaid on the original contract. 

/ 
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That he had submitted said agreement to the Counsel to the 
Corporation, for his advice. 

He then presented the opinion of the Counsel to the Corpo
ration on the subject, in which he states : 

" It is very doubtful whether the Park Department has the 
"power to enter jnto the proposed agreement with Messrs. 
" 'reller and Watson. 

" The effect of such agreement would probably be to release 
" them from their obligations as sureties on Mr. Finnegan's 
" contract, and for this reason, and others set forth in the 
" opinions above mentioned, I still think the best course to be 
" taken is, to procure additional legislation." 

(Minutes, April 6, 1877, p. 72l.) 
Filed. 

Maintenance, &c., Harlem River Bridge, 1873. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, 
adopted by that Board, on the 1st June, 1877, viz. : 

Rc .• olved, That the sum of One hundred and four dollars and sixteen cents 
($104.16) be, s)1d the same is hereby, transferred from appropriation "Election 
Expenses," 1875, the same being in excess of the amount required for the pur· 
poses and objects thereof, to the appropriation "Harlem River Bridges-Main. 
tenance and Government of," 1873, for which it is required. 

Filed. 

William Leslie. 

From Mr; William Leslie, skilled laborer, stating that he has 
been employed as an axeman, on the work of constructing River
side ,Avenue, since March 24th, 1877, but that he has not re
ceived any pay since that date. 

Also from the Superintending Engineer in chai'ge of River
side Avenue construction, endorsing Mr. Leslie's communica
tion, and recommending him for appointment as axeman on said 
work. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That William Leslie be, and hereby is removed 
from the position of skilled laborer, from March 24th, 1877, and 
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that he be, and hereby is appointed from that date an axeman 
upon the work of constrncting and improving Riverside Avenue, 
and that his pay as such axeman be fixed at $1.60 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Albert Schwencke. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that Foreman McGovern 
had returned Albert Schwencke, a gardener in his gang, as ab
sent for three days. That, however, he had made out a supple
mental return of time, stating that the Foreman of Gardeners 
detailed Albert Schwencke to work with Foreman Hodges, 
and that he was not aware of that fact; and asking whether he 
shall allow Albert Schwencke for this time. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Albert Schwencke be allowed the 
time he worked in the gang of Foreman Hodges, to which he 
was detailed by the Foreman of Gardeners. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Lighting the Lamps on the Gasaliers. 

From Mr. J. W. Bartlett, reqesting permission to attach an 
electric apparatus to the gasaliers on Fifth Avenue at Tweuty
third and Twenty-fourth streets, for the purpose of lighting 

same. 
Commissioner WENMAN moved that permission be given to 

Mr. J. W. Bartlett to attach said electric apparatus to the 

/ 
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gasaliers, on condition that he does so at his own expense, and 
without injury to the property of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Drain in Courtland A venue. 

From Mr. W m. Leslie, asking permission to lay an eight-inch 
drain-pipe from the houses of Mr. Green Wright, acrosS Court
land Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, to the sewer belonging 

to the School House, situate on said avenue, near Third 
Avenue. 

Also from the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards reporting favorably on said applica
tion. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that Mr. Wm. Leslie be 
granted permission to lay all eight-inch drain-pipe across 
Courtland Avenue, as requested, provided he obtains the permis
sion of the Commissioners of Education to connect with the 
sewer leading from the School House, and that he executes 
the work under the supervision and to the satisfaction of 
the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards. 

Adopted. 

Religious Services on the Parks. 

From Rev. Isaac White, requesting permission to hold relig
ious services on Tompkins Square. Also from Mr. Mark L. 
Winn, asking for permission to hold similar meetings on any 
of the parks where he may be able to collect an audience. 

(Minutes, July 19, 1876, p. 171.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said applications be de
clined, on the ground that the granting of such privileges is 
contrary to the rules and usages which have heretofore governed 
the Department. 

Adopted. 
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Watch House at 3d Avenue Bridge. 

From Mr. R. C. Campbell and Mr. O. P. Raynor, pfltitioning 
tohave the watch-house on the the easterly side of Third Ave
nue bridge, and near the south end of the bridge, removed, 
as it is now unused and creates a nuisance in front of their 
premises. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report. 

Sewer in 3d Avenue, 23d Ward. 

From Mr. Geo. C. Goeller, forwarding a petition of the own
ers of property and taxpayers on the line of Third Avenue, 
from One hundred and forty-fifth Street to One hundred and 
forty-third Street, in the Twenty-third Ward, requesting that 
a sewer be constructed in that part of Third Avenue, at as 
early a date as possible. 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 5'/,) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the plan'l and specifications pre
sented on the 23d day of May last, by the Civil and Topo
graphical Enginer, for a sewer in Third A venue, from One 
hundred and forty-third Street to One hundred and forty-sixth 
Street, and in a portion of the adjacent street, be approved, 
and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and insert the 
nece.s!3ary advertisements for proposals for said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of' all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Waahington Square. 

From Mr. J. C. Fox, requesting that an additional patrolman 
be stationed in Washington Square after 4 o'clock P. M. 

1!'iled. 

J 
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Edward G. Tully. 

From Mr. Edward G. Tully, applying for a position on the 
police force. 

Filed. 

Construction of Drains in 24th Ward. 

From Mr. Jeremiah Crowley, declining the award of the con
tract made to him, for the construction of drains in the Twenty
fourth Ward. 

'(Minutes, May 9, 187'1, p. 29.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
that the Secretary be directed to re-advertise for proposals for 
said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board votingin favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Washington Avenue, 24th Ward. 

From Mr. R. H. Shannon, requesting that Washington Ave
nue, from' Morris Street to Fordham Avenue, in the Twenty
fourth Ward, be graded or filled up. 

Filed. 

Geo. W. Robinson. 

From the Police Department" stating that' a certificate has 
been granted to Mr. Geo. W. Robinson, as an engineer to take 
charge of the steam engine at Third Avenue Bridge over Har
lem River. 

(Minutes, May 31,187'1, p. 70.) 

Filed. 

Mount Morris Square. 

,From. (leor.se P. N elson, complaining of the conduct 
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of people frequenting Mount Morris Square, and request
ing that a stricter police supervision be enforced, especially in 
the evening. 

Also from Mr. W. Dunning, making the same representations 
and request. 

Also from Mr. E. R. Butler, stating that the flowers and 

grass are being stolen from Mount ]\forris Square, and recom

mending that the police supervision be increased in the Square 
at night. 

Filed. 
Special Patrolmen. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that eight special patrolmen be 
appointed by the Board for general duty on all the Parks, 
either day or night, as may be required, until October 1st, 
1877, and that their pay be fixed at $2.60 per day. 

The PRESIQENT put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Wool. 

From the Disbursing Olerk, reporting that there is on hand 
one hundred and twenty-six fleeces of unwashed wool, weigh
ing about nine hundred pounds. 

The PRESIDENT moved th&t the Treasurer be authorized to 

sell said wool at public auction. 
Adopted. 

Hack Stand on Madison Square. 

From Mr. Frank Work, complaining that the hack stand on 
Twenty-sixth Street, at Madison Square, is a serious inconve

nience and annoyance to the property owners whose houses 
front on the north side of Madison Square. 

Referred to the President to examine and report. 

) 
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Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

The Committees of the Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art and the American Museum of Natural History were 
then received. Mr. John T. Johnston, President of the former, 
and Mr. W. A. Haines, on behalf of the latter, stated that the 

'" Committees had agreed to recommend the Department to give 
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art $16,000, and to the Ameri
can Museum of Natural History $14,000, of the $30,000 appro~ 
priated for t!te keeping, preservation and exhibition of the 
collections of said museums this year. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1877, p. 76.) 

The Committees then retired. 
The PRESIDENT then moved that said sum of $30,000 be ap

portioned between said museums, in the amounts recommended 
by said committees. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: . 

.Ayes.-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WERMAN, Ohairman of the Auditing Oom
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Butcher &; Butler, plumbing ....... " ... Museum of Nat. 

History.. . . . . . $820 00 

Crombie, Thos. J., Lumber ............. Maint. and Gov't. 
P. and P.... .... $111 10 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund... ...... 5000 

Maint. etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 169 50 
330 60 
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Early &; Lane, brus1aes and brooms ....... Maint. and GOy't. 

P. and P ..... . 
Gordon, Robt., Act'g Treas., expenses 

Museum of Art .••.................. Maint. Rnd GOy't. 

P. and P ..... . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ Maint. and GOy't. 

P. and P ...... 8203 

Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 18 3'1 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund.... ..... 1 60 

Lester Oil Co., oil. ....•...... , ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B. Re· 

pairs, Impt. Rnd 

MainL ........ . 

Mullane, John, horses ................. Maint. and GOYint. 

P. and P ....... . 

Reeves, RoM. C, mower parts .......... Maint. and GOY lilt. 

P. and P ..... ,. 

Rogers, H. A., screws, locks, cups, etc ... Maint. and Go"mt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Watson Mfg. Co., cases ............... Museum of Nat. 

History ... 

Wilson, Saunders, s()rvice8. • . . .. . ..... Maint.and Govm't. 

P. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATION . 

52 20 

31 50 

. Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . . . • .. $2,856 36 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Maintenance; etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................ . 

Harlem River Bridge, Repairs, Improvement and Maintcn· 

ance ........................................... . 

51 60 

187 8'1 

31 50 

Museum of Natnral History. " ............... , .. . . .. ... 12,820 00 

23 00 

1,698 '15 

102 00 

83 '10 

'150 00 

62 64 

26 64 

12,000 00 

50 00 

$15,94'1 33 

---- $15,94'1 33 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of 

forty-seven dollars and thirty-three cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, June 6, 18'1'1. 

fifteen thousand nine hnndred and 

H. G. STEBBINS, } Auditing 
JAB. F. WENMAN, Oommittee. 

/ 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be di
rected to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for 
payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
" agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parlc8 in account with 

James F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

18'1'1. CR. 

May 16. By balance ... '" . . .. . .. .. .. • . .. . ... . . .. . . . $22'1 00 

May 16 } 
to " cash rec'd from license, grass and pound ... 

June 6. 

DR. 

Mal, 16 } To cash paid on 00. Harlem river improvem't. 
June 6. . " " to City Treasury. 

June 6. "balance ................................ . 

585 32 

$22 00 
359 2'1 

431 05 

Cash in Bank of Metropolis................. $205 00 

" drawer ......•......... , . ••••...... 226 05 

$812 32 

$812 32 

-- $431 05 

(Signed) JAS. F. WENMAN, 

Treasurer p, I'. I'. 
New York, W~dncsday, Jqne 6,187'1,9.30 A. :4,. 
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Ellen Donnelly. Johanna Singleton. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Miss Ellen Donnelly be appointed 
a lady's maid in place of Mrs. Mary Barry, deceased; that her 
pay be fixed at $1.50 per day, and that the temporary employ
ment of Mrs. Johannah Singleton as a lady's maid be, and 
hereby is, discontinued. 

(Minutes, May 16, 1877, p. 48.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wonld 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

By.Laws. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Commissioner Stebbins be appointed a com

mittee of one to report (at our next meeting) an alterati.on of 
onr by-laws, conforming to the preambles and resolutions 
adopted by the Board at its meeting held February 28th, 1877. 

(Minutes, February 28th, 1877, p. 644.) 

Adopted. 

Mowers. 

The TREASURER reported that he had issued orders to twenty 
mowers as directed by the Board. 

(Minutes, May 31st, 1877, p. 80.) 

Boys to hold and water horses in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT stated that William Galvin, who was licensed 
to hold and water horses in Central Park on the 25th April 
last, has not presented himself, and he moved that his license 
be revoked, and that James E. Keys be licensed in his place. 

(Minutes, April 25th, 1877, p. 783.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

~wee tQ stlid m,otiou1 aJ!d it was. determined iI1 the affirmative, 

/ 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 13th inst. at 9 o'clock 
A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 



Wednesday, June 13,1877.] 99 

WEDNESDAV, .JUNE 19, IS11. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 6th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Reservoir Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following preambles and resolution, which were ap
proved by his Hon. the Mayor on the 8th instant: 

Whereas, It is unquestionably the duty of the authorities to keep open, for the 
uses of our citizens and strangers, the public parks and places in the city, during 
all seasonable hours of the day and night, and especially so in the evening during 
t.he summer nights, when they are resorted to by the workingmen and their fami
lies, to enjoy relaxation and rest aiter the labors of the day; and 

Wheroeas, It has been and is now the custom of the Department of Publie Parks, 
who are by law entrusted with the management and control of such pnblic places, 
to close and lock the gates of Reservoir Square, at seven o'clock every evening, 
thereby depriving those of our people who labor every day, and who need the use 
thereof the most, of the opportunity of obtaining the benefits and enjoyment of 
visiting the said square after their daily toil,; be it therefore 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, alld is hereby, required and 
directed to keep Reservoir Square open until 12 M. every night, and properly light 
the same, from the first of May to the first of November in each year, and until 
9 P. M. during the other months of the year. 

The President reported that the Reservoir Square had been 
opened, on or about June 1st, until 11 o'clock, P. M., as has 
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been the oustom of the Department. That it is not absolutely 
necessary, in the summer time, to light the lamps in the inte
rior of the square, and that the appropriations made to the 
Department this year are not sufficient to enable the Depart
ment to incur such an expense. 

He then moved that said communication be filed, and that 
he be authorized to reply to the Board of Aldermen. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Comptroller of the City, returning the proposal of 
Mr. F. W. Smith for laying the tiling of the floors in the Museum 
of Art building, without his approval of the sureties, as he is 
not satisfied as to the" adequacy and sufficiency" of Mr. Henry 
Parry, one of the sureties proposed. 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 59.) 

Filed. 

Union Square. City Hall Park. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, requesting permis
sion to erect ten large fire-hydrants on the sidewalks adjoining 
Union Square, and eight on the westerly sidewalk of City Hall 
Park. 

Commissioner WENM.A.N moved that the permission requested 
be granted on the following conditions: 

First.-That the location of the hydrants shall be approved 
by the President of the Department. 

Second.-That the work of placing the hydrants on the side
walks shall be executed under the supervision of the Depart
ment of Parks. 

Third.~That the Department of Public Works repair all 
injury which may be done to the sidewalks, &c. 

Adopted. 
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Watch house at Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the watch

house on Third Avenue bridge is used to store the implements, 
&c., used in cleaning and taking care of the bridge, and as a 
shelter for the bridge-keeper in stormy weather. That he had 
carefully examined the bridge, and that he cannot find a less 
objectionable or better site for the house than where it is at 
present. 

(Minutes, June 6th, 1877, p. 90.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said comm~nication be filed, and 
that Messrs. Campbell and Raynor, who had requested the re
moval of the house, be informed of the facts stated by the 

Superintendent of Parks. 
Adopted. 

Cutting grass on Central Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that several 
persons had offered to cut and mow the grass on Central Park, 
if allowed to remove it for their own use. 

Filed. 
From Sister Hyacintha, Superioress of the St. J osopl's 

Orphan Asylum, requesting the Department to give the Asylum 
three or fonr loads of grass each week. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said application be re
fused, for the reason that:the proceeds of all property disposed 
of is by law directed to be deposited in the City Treasury. 

Adopted. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

Othniel F. Nichols, Philanzo Edick, and J ame~ Chamberlain. 

From the Civil an.d Topographical Engineer, stating that he 
found it necessary to confine the inspection of Brook A venue 
sewer by 1\11'. Lewis K. OsLorn, to one particular class of work, 
and requesting that additional inspectors be appointed as soon 

as possible. 
(Mi.nutes, March 14, 18'1'1, p. 685.) 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That Othniel F. Nichols be, find he hereby is, 

appointed an assistant engineer on the work of constructing 
Brook Avenue sewer; and that Philanzo Edick and James 
Chamberlain be, and they hereby are, appointed inspectors upon 
the same work, and that the pay of each of the aforesaid per
sons so appointed be fixed at $4 per day. 

(Minutes, March 28th, 1877, p. 708.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore.-3. 

No-Commissioner Stebbins.-1. 

Watering Jerome Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards requesting that a secoud man be detailed to him 
from the parks to take charge of the extra steam pump used in 
watering Jerome Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had directed the Superintendent 
of Parks on the 12th inst, to detail a man for five days as re
quested by the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, and moved that his action be approved. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1877, p. 81.) 

Adopted. 

A. V. Abbott, Riverside Avenue .. 

From the Superintending Engineer of the construction of 
Riverside Avenue forwarding the resignation of Mr. Arthur V. 
Abbott, as a chainman on said work, and requesting that the 
vacancies in his corps be filled. 

(Minules, December 20,1876, p. 487.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the resignation of Mr. 
Arthur V. Abbott be accepted, and that action on appoint-
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ments to fill the vacancies in the Engineering Corps on River
side A venue be laid over until the next meeting. 

A(j.opted. 

Philip Loeffel, Post Keeper. 

From the Lieutenant, reporting that Philip Loeffel, Post 
Keeper,' has lost the power of speech, and is unfit to perform 

duty as a policeman. 
(Minutes, April 30, 1875, p.690.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to Oommissioner Wenman, to examine and report. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting that it is 
necessary; that an order should be given to furnish and set up 
corrugated iron arches, including lathing for ceilings, and con~ 
crete filling, for eight stair landings in the Museum of Art; 
the estimated cost of which he states is $384. 

Endorsed on said communication is the following: 
" Approved for Trustees of Mp-tropolitan Museum of Art. 

(Signed) "THEODORE WESTON, 

" June 6th, 1877." 

The PRESIDENT moved that the work recommended be 
directed to be executed, and that the Treasurer be authorized 
to issue orders therefor. 

. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree ,to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Elton Avenue. 

From Mr. George Fuchs, requesting permission to set curb 



104 [ Wednesday, 

and gutter stones in front of his property, on the west side of 

Elton Avenue, for fifty feet, north from One hundred and-fifty

seventh Street. 
Also from the Engineer in charge of the work of regulating, 

&e., Elton Avenue, recommending that the permission be 
granted, on Mr. Fuchs' depositing the amount of the Surveyor's 

fees. 
(Minutes, May 31, 1877, p. 72.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested by Mr. 
George Fuchs be granted on 'the following conditions, viz. : 

First.-That he deposit with the Department the sum of 
$1.50, the amount of the Surveyor's fees. 

Second.-That the work be executed at the cost and expense of 
Mr. Fuchs, and under the supervisioll of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Base Ball on Central Park. 

From Mr. N. Laird and eight other employes of Messrs. 

Lord & Taylor, requesting permission to play base ball on 
Central Park. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Mr. Laird and the 
others applying for the permission be informed that the rules 

of the Department restrict the use of the ball grounds in Cen
tral Park to school boys under the ago of sixteen years. 

Adopted. 

152d Street. 

From Mr. Henry Haffen, requesting permission to lay a six
inch sewer pipe, from his house, at the north west corner of 
One hundred and fifty-second Street and Courtland Avenue, to 

connect with the private sewer pipe in One hundred and fifty-
3eeond Street, 150 feet east of Courtland Avenue. 

Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recom
mending that the permission be granted. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested by Mr· 

Henry Haft'en be granted upon the following conditions, viz. : 

First.-The work is executed in accordance with the instruc
tions of the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, and to his satisfaction. 

Second.-That the sewer-pipe shall be only allowed to remain 
until a proper sewer is constructed in Courtland Avenue. 

Adopted. 

Mr. C. Seitz. 

From Mr. C. Seitz, complaining of the conduct of the police 
, officer who arrested him on Sunday, the 10th inst, at 4 o'clock 

p. M., for the alleged violation of the ordinances of the park, in 
having a dog therein running at large, and also complaining of 
the conduct of the Sergeant before whom the officer took him. 

Referred to the President to examine and report. 

East River Parks. 

From Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., inviting the Commissioners of 
the Department to a dinner, at East River Parks, on this after

noon. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Secretary be directed 
to acknowledge the receipt of said invitation. 

Adopted. 

Patrick Campbell, laborer. 

f From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that Patrick 
Campbell, a laborer, was obliged to leave work on the 21st day 
of last May, on account of sickness, and that he is now desi

rous to be restored. 

The PRESIDEN'F moved that said Patrick Campbell be restored 
as a laborer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

James C. Carlyle. 

From Mr. James C. Carlyle, requesting permission to place 
a weighing machine in the Central Park. 

Also from his Honor the Mayor, strongly recommending the 
application of Mr. Carlyle. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the application to place 
the weighing machine in the Central Park be refused, on the 
ground that it is contrary to ordinances and rules of the De
partment; but that it be referred to the President with power 
to grant Mr. Carlyle permission to place his weighing machine 
on some convenient position outside of the Central Park, and 
within the jurisdiction of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Croes, J. James R., petty expenses .•.... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Dodsworth, Band Music ............. , . Music, Central 

Park. ....... . 

DeGraw, Aymer &; Co., rope, ••...•.. ' .Maint. and Govm't· 

P. and P ...... . 

Foster &; Co., meat and Tegetables, May . Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

$47 87 

275 00 

5 60 

236 65 
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Grafulla, C. S., music •....... " ....... Music Central 

Park. ••••..... 

Gildersleeve, W. H., bread, May ........ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Halpin Bros., plumbing,......... . ... Museum of Art 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas meter'. , .. " . Maint. and Govmt. ' 

P. and P ...... . 
Hunter, Keller &; Co., iron, valves, and 

elbows .•••... ,. • . . . . . . . .• . ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Decker, Nich. H., and Geo. W. Quintard, 

materials and labor ............ ' .... Impt. and Con st. 

Riverside Ave. 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, expenses Mus. N. H .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Scott, D., fish, May .....••••........ , .Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .... 

Thtrbufn, Geo. &; Co., spar ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Wheatly R. R., oats ••....•........... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ......... $1,14942 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards............... ......... 25 60 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. • . . . . . . . . . 47 87 

Music in Central Park ......................... ,.. .... 550 00 

Museum 'of Art ..................................... ' .. 1,423 13 

Improvement and construction of Riverside Avenue ....... 15,392 06 

$2711 00 

57 69 

1,423 13 

25 85 

1 32 

60 00 

15,892 06 

735 16 

20 15 

7 00 

25 60 

$18,588 08 

----+$18,588 08 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of eighteen thousand five hundred and 

eighty.eight fo'\; dollars. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, } Auditing 
JAS. F. WENMAN, Oommittee. 

N~w York, Juge lath, 18'77. 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Jone8,Chas. and Thos. P. McQuade, sewer .. BrookAv. Sewer. 7,725 19 

--- $7,725 19 

Amounting to the sum of seventy-seven hundred and twenty-five dollars and 
nineteen cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, Jnne 13, 1877. 

II. G. STEBBI~S, t 
,I.,s. F. WE~)lA~ •. f 

Auditing 
Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be dil'ected 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 
Wetmore-4:. 

Hack Stand ou· Madison Square. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the communication of 
Mr. Frank Work, complaining of the hack stand on Twenty
sixth street, on the north side of Madison Square, verbally re

ported that the Common Council had designated that location 

as a hack stand, and that the Mayor's Marshal h'td issued per
mits for the hacks to stand there. 

(Minutes, June 6,1877, p. 92.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the Counsel to the 
Corporation be requested to advise the Department whether 
the Common Council has authority to designate a hack stand 
on the public streets within 350 feet of the outer boundaries 

of the publio parks and places. 

Adopted. 

/ 
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Sewer in Mott Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the petition of Mr. 
Henry L. Morris and others for permission to construct a sewer 
in Mott Avenue, verbally reported in favor of granting the per
mission, and he submitted a letter from the Oivil and Topo
graphical Engineer, in which he states that urgent necessity 

'- exists for said sewer; that the water pipes have been laid in 
the avenue and the houses have been connected with them, but 
that there are no means of disposing of the water from the 
house drains. 

The PRESIDENT . then submitted plans and specifications for 
said sewer, prepared by the Civil and Topographioal Eugineer, 
the estimated cost of the construction being $15,000. 

(Minutes, April 18, 1877, p. 761.). 

Oommissioner . WETMOItE moved that the permission re-
i quested by Mr. Henry L. Morris and others be granted, on the 

following conditions, viz.: 
First.-That Mr. Morris and the other petitioners deposit 

with the Department the amount of the Surveyor's fees .. 
Second.-That the work is executed in accordance with the 

specifications and plans submitted by the President, and under 
the supervision of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, .and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

~ Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Mr. W m. T. Cushing, one of the petitioners for said sewer, 
was then received, and explained that they did not desire to 
construct the sewer themselves, but that the Department would 
construct it in the usual manner, and have the cost of it as
sessed on their property. 
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Oommissioner STEBBINS then moved to reconsider the motion 
granting permission to Mr. Henry L. Morris and others to con· 
strnct a sewer in Mott Avenue. 

Adopted. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution as a sub

stitute for said motion: 
Resolved, That the plans and specifications for a sewer in Mott 

Avenue. in the Twenty-third Ward, this day submitted to the 
Board, be approved, and that the Secretary be directed to pre
pare and insert the necessary advertisements for proposals for 
the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirme.
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
.thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wep.man, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Horses. 

Commissioner WENMAN stated that it was necessary to pur
chase three horses for use on the parks, and he moved that 
their purchase be authorized at cost not exceeding $525. 

(Minutes. May R1, 1877. p. 78.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.1 

Ayes-Commissioners M?,rtiu, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore ~ 

-4. 

Blacksmith and Harnessmaker, 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT stated, the Superintendent of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards frequently required the services 
of a blacksmith, and also of a harnessmaker, but that he had 
not enough of work to justify the employment of either per
manently. He then moved that the Treasurer be authorized 
to issue orders from time to time, as occasion may require, for 
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the services of a blacksmith and a harnessmaker in the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all tM members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as foll~ws : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

Morse Statue. 

Mr. M. J. Power was then received, and requested permis
sion to take down the statue of Morse, in Centrai Park, and to 
clean and re~bronze it, and to reduce the width of the plinth, 
at his own expense. 

He also requested that if he be granted permission, that the 
Departmentwould have a corresponding reduction made in the 
width of the die of the pedestal. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the subject of Mr. 
Power's request be referred to the Landscape Architect to 
report to the President, and if he should report in favor of 
giving the permission asked, that the President be authorized 
to grant the permission, and direct the width of the die of the 
pedestal to be reduced. 

Th? PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A, ~., to meet on Wednesday the 20th inst., at 9 o'clock 

, 
A.~, 

WH. lBwIN, 
Sooretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE ~Oth, 1877. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 13th inst. were 
read and approved. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Construction of Drains in the 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the opening of the proposals for the construc

tion of a bridge over the Harlem River, at the intersection of 
Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, be 
further adjourned until Wednesday, the 27th day of June, 
1b77, at 9.i:l0 A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, June 6, 1877, p. 85.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M., the Comptroller 
of the City entered, and the meeting being opened to the pub
lic, the President of the Department announced to those pres
ent and to those of the bidders who desired to be present, that 
the opening of the proposals for the construction of the 

iron bridge over Harlem River, at the intersection of Madi-
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son Avenue and One hundred and thirty~ninth Street, was ad

journed until Wednesday, the 27th inst., at 9.30 o'clock A. M., at 

the office.of the Department, 36 Union Square, New York city. 
He then, in the presence of the Oomptroller and of such of 

the parties making proposals as desired to be present, opened 

the estimate box, and then and there publicly opened and read 

all estimates or proposals which had been received in pursu
ance of advertisements duly published in the Oity Recoj'd for 
the construction of drains in the district of the Twenty-fourth 

Ward, bounded on the north by Fordham and Pelham Ave

nues, on the east by the Southern Boulevard, on the south by 
the Kingsbridge Road, and on the west by Arthur Street. 

(Minntes, Jnne 6, 1877, p. 91.) 

The following proposals were received : 

:,<:; -:.., Iii,.. I'd I~ 
!~ ~ i g p:: ~ po"; 10 h l:§ h ~ 
t'l 1J ! ~ 1J i ~ 1J ! ~ 1J I'" 1J .. 
i~.::l lo_p 0 ::l jooo'j:f F-4 ~.ai' 
,.g 11" I ..... <=l" I..... " I ..... <=l" • .g ." ~ I h • , o~· 0::::1 ..o.JOO:="";; ~· ..... ::::I ...... I rll:;:!Q.1 ~~ 
'Oo,-i ;::::l'Ihl'd· .... 01 ~IO P O"Q.1:o ee t::rQ.1I~ 1=1 era,) rd cd 

No. NAMES "OF BIDDERS. ;~rC Q ~~'d p..:'£'~'"1j~;.s-d'1j~lg·;'d:;ict-. 'd 

: ... 1; '" 0 (' 1; "d '" '" '" 0: 'd '" 0 I"'.;:: '" 0 I 0 1D !.S ~~g.~ ~~g,~'d~~.~ ~~~ ~ '-'~~IF-4 P41 

i'§ ".5"':!'§ ",.§,...; :.9 .5"';: ~ "'.§ '" I ~ .s I~ I 
I Q ~ lot; i....... 10 :;::: 1ii ::= i s 
I~ fl:1 I~ ~ i~ ~ I~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

1 IJeremiah McCarthy .......... I 
$1 50 I $1 20 $200 $030 100 $0.30 I 

2 John Flanagan .............. .26 2 00 1 46 1 37 .67 90 

3 Michael Sheridan ............ .32 I 1 50 1 47 2 00 .45 40 

4 John McKim ................. .20 2 25 1 44 1 56 .30 .... 
5 John Satterlee ......... ...... .30 2 00 .60 1 10 1 00 30 

I 
6 Patrick Farley ................ .25 200 , 1 20 1 70 .32 120 

7 Wm. Coogan ................. .20 2 00 .75 1 20 .50 65 

8 Michael Noonan ............. .12 .50 .50 1 75 .20 80 

9 E. K. Baldwin & H. Kennedy. .25 1 25 2 00 240 .45 90 

10 James J. Jones ............... .18 .O! 100 1 30 .20 15 

11 John B. Devlin ............. .16 500 .99 148 .26 20 
I 

12 John B. Healy .............. I .31 1 00 1 13 1 75 .25 71 
I 

13 Francis McCabe ............ "I 
.
29

1 
100 1 17 

1 671 
.37 75 

14 Edward Bradburn ............ .17 20(} .95 114 .28 40 

TOTALS. 

$9,938 0 

9,578 5 

10,738 3 

8,485 4 

8,177 0 

9,073 0 

6,988 5 

6,267 5 

12.267 0 

6,534 5 

7,423 5 

9,071 2 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
6 

o 

9,1044 o 
o 6,463 7 

The Comptroller, the bidders and others who were present, 
then retired. 

J 
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The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Construction of Drains in 24th Ward. 

From the Oomptroller of the city, recommending that, be
fore the proposals for the construction of drains iIi. the 24th 

" Ward are opened, Mr. Jeremiah Orowley and his proposed 
sureties be notified of the determination of the Department to 
relet the work on account of Mr. Orowley's refusal to execute 
the contract, and that they will be strictly held for any excess 
which the city may be obliged to pay for execnting the work 
beyond the amount of the contract based on the prices in Mr. 

Orowley's proposal. 
(Minutes, June 6, 1877, p. 91.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that such notice had been sent to Mr. 
Orowley and his proposed sureties, and moved that the com
munication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Unpaid Bills of 1874 and 1875. 

From the Oomptroller of the city, with a statement of cer
tain bills transmitted by the Department to the Finance De
partment during the years 1874 and 1875, and which remain 

unpaid. 
Referred to the President to report. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting plans and 
specifications for a building to be attached to the Museum of 
Natural History, to which to remove the closets from the exhi
bition rooms, and estimating the cost of the various works 
connected therewith as follows: 

Mason work ................................. $920 
Oarpenter work. . . . .. • . •• ...... ............ 980 
Plumbing work .............................. 750 

(Minutes, May 16, 1877, p. 34.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the plans and specifications pre
sented by the Superintending Architect be approved, and that 
the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders for said several 

works in accordance therewith. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 
-4. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Superiutendent of Parks, stating that at this sea
son of the year one or two extra laborers are required on 
Oentral Bridge, and recommending that the place of watchman 
on the bridge, lately occupied by Oornelius Sanford, be filled 
by a man who would also assist in turning and raising the 
bridge when required. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to detail a laborer from the parks for duty on Oentra 
Bridge. 

Adopted. 

Statue of Fitz-Greene Halleck. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the ped
estal on which the statue of Fitz-Greene Halleck was placed 
on the 15th May last is only a temporary one made of wood. 

(Minutes, May 16, 1877, p. 41.) 

Filed. 

Foreman Flanagan. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding an applica
tion from Foreman Flanagan, asking to be allowed full time for 
three days during which he was absent on account of sick

ness. 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Foreman Flanagan be 

allowed full time aud pay for the three days he was absent on 
account of sickness, as requested. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Thos. Trainor, Lawrence Connors. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting tl:lat Thomas Trainor and Lawrence 

Connors, laborers, had been absent for more than three days on 
account of sickness; that they now desired to be restored; and 

recommending them as good workmen. 
The PRESIDENT moved that Thomas Trainor and Lawrence 

Connors, laborers, be restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 
-4. 

Sheep. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, reporting the number 
of sheep and lambs on Central Park, which he recommends 

to be sold. 
Filed. 

Employes Watering Jerome Avenue and on Steam Roller. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, reporting that he had not al
lowed S. H. Barton five days' time, for which he was returned 

by the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
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Wards, for the reasons: that he is it laborer on the parks, and 
bas not been transferred to the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards; that his time has been returned for the same 
days by the foreman of his gang on the parks, and that he has 

not been promoted from laborer to steam engineer. 
Also reporting that he had not allowed the time of H. R. 

Searing, steam engineer, and Henry Reilly, steersman. 
Also reporting that the Superintendent of tho Twenty-third 

and Twenty-fourth Wards has returned George W. Robinson, 
assistant steam engineer on the Third Avenue Bridge, for four 
days (40 hours) for the month of June. 

The PRESIDENT stated that S. H. Barton was one of the men 
detailed by the Superintendent of Parks to assist in taking 
charge of the steam engine for watering J erome Avenue, as 
heretofore ordered by the Board. That the Superintendent of 
the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, returned his time 
direct to the Disbursing Clerk in place of through the Superin
tendent of Parks, on the foreman's books, and consequently his 
time was returned twice. 

That H. R. Searing, steam engineer, Henry Reilly, steers
man and watchman, and John Meehan, night watchman, had 
been duly appointed by order of the Board on the following 
dates, viz.: December 15, 1876, and March 7, 1877 ; to be em
ployed by the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, when required for the steam roller, borrowed 
from the Department of Public Works. 

That he (the President) had detailed George W. Robinson, 
assistant steam engineer, for a few days in May and the begin
ning of June, to assist in the watering of Jerome Avenue until 
the men directed by the Board to be detailed from the parks 
had reported to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

I 
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The PRESIDENT then moved that S. H. Barton be paid on 
the pay-roll of laborers on the parks, and not on the pay-roll 
of the Twenty~third and Twenty-fourth Wards. That H. R. 
Searing, steam engineer, Henry Reilly, steersman and watch
man, and John Meehan, night watchman, be placed on the 
pay-roll of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, and 
paid for the work they had performed at the rates heretofore 

fixed by the Board; and that his action in detailing George 
W. Robinson, assistant steam engineer, to assist in the work 
of watering Jerome Avenue for the few days in May and June, 
be approved. 
(Minutes, December 15, 1876, March 7th and May 31, 1877, pp. 465,659 and 81.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, W ~tmore 
-4:. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the emp!o:,yment of H. R. 
Se ring, steam engineer, Henry Reiny, steersman and watch
man, and John Meehan, night watchman, be continued 
until and including Wednesday, the 27th inst., and that Com
missioner Wenman be reqneskd to consult with the Oommis

sioner of Public Works with reference to the engineer, to be 
employed in working and taking care of the steam roller used 
in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, and which 
this Department has borrowed from the Department of Public 

Works. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm a
ive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Wetmore-4:. 
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Ellen Donn,elly. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, sh ting that Ellen Donnelly, 
ladies' maid, appears for the tirst time on the laborers' pay 
roll, ending June 16th, 1877; but that she had not heen assigned 

to duty by him. 
(Minutes, June 6, 1877, p. 96.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt and Mr. William A. Haines, 
the Committee on Plans of the American Museum of Natural 
History, requesting Elat 

54 settees, 6 feet 4: inches long, 
12 " 6 feet 6 inches long, 

like the sample now in the Mu"eum of Natural History, be 
substituted instead of the settees heretofore ordered for 
the exhilJition halls of the Museum 01 Natural History, and at a 
cost not exceeding $950. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 28, 1877, p. 637.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Treasurer be author
ized to issue Ot ders lor the purch ase of the settees recom
mended by Messrs. Roosevelt and Haines instead of those 
formerly ordered. 

'rhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, StebbinEl; Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Improvement of the Parks. 

From Mr. O. P. Hubbard, Recording Secretary of the New 
York Academy of Sciences, forwarding copies of certain reso
lutions adopted by a committee of said academy" suggesting 

I 
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methods by which the public parks of New York could be 
made mC?re useful to the citizens. 

Filed. 

Elton Avenue. 

From Mr. John Harnisch, requesting permission to set curb 
and gutter stones on the east side of Elton Avenue for thirty 
feet opposite his property, and enclosil1g $1 for the surveyor's 
fees. 

(Minutes, June 13, 1877, p. 103.) 

The PRESIDENT moved chat the permission requested by Mr. 
John Harnisch be granted, on condition that the 'work be exe
cuted under tl e supervision of the Department 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority 6f all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

151st Street, 23d Ward. 

From Mr. John G. Gent, requesting to be paid the sum of 
$263.15, which he alleges is due to him for certain work which 
he did in connection with the grading, &c., of One hundred 
and fifty-first Street, for which he was the contractor, and which 
work he states the engineer in charge directed him to do, 
although it was not called for by his contract. 

(Minutes, January 29, 1875, p. 483.) 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer to report. 

Stand on the Battery. 

From Mr. Michael Joyce, ,requesting permission to erect a 
fancy fruit and soda water stand on the Battery. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested 
be refused. 

Adopted. 
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Claremont Hotel. 

From Mr. B. F. Lynch, offering $10 per month rent for 

Claremont Hotel on Riverside Park. 
Filed. 

Grass on Riverside Park. 

From Mr. Bernard F. Lynch, offering $10 for the privilege of 
mowing, and taking away for his own use, the grass on River
side Park, from One hundred and twenty-second Street to One 

hundred and twenty-fifth Street. 
Fil".ld. 

John A. Williamson. 

J!'rom Mr. John A. Williamson, applying for a position on the 
police force. 

Filed. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engiueer, reporting that 
the flooring of the Third Avenue Bridge is in a dangerous con
dition, all the planks on the upper course being worn very 
thin, and in some places entirely through. Also submitting 
specifications for laying a new floor, and estimating that the 
cost of the work will exceed $1,000. 

(Minutes, April 30, 1875, p. 684). 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the specifications for said 
work be approved, and that the Secretary be directed to prepare 
and insert advertisements for proposals. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

I 
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Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Fro~ the Landscape Architect and Civil and Topographical 
Engineer, submitting rlans for laying out the roads, &c., in the 
following districts in the. Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, viz. : 

1. The central district, lying east of J erome Avenue and 
west of Third Avenue and the Harlem Railroad, and extending 
from One hundred and sixty-fifth Street to Woodlawn Cem
etery. 

2. The Hunt's Point district, lying south and east of the Bos
ton Road and the Port Morris Branch Railroad. 

(Minutes, May 23, 18'7'7, p. 56.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plans be publicly exhibited 
in the office of the Oivil and Topographical Engineer for a rea
sonable time; that the Civil and Topographical Engineer be 
directed to notify all known owners of property in said districts, 
inviting them to examine said plans; and that then the said 
owners of property be notified to attend before the Board, when 
they will be heard in relation to the adoption of E aid plans. 

Adopted. 

Drinking Fountain at 6th Avenue Park, 35th Street. 

From Mr. J. W. Fiske, making application, on behalf of Mrs. 
John Jacob Astor, for permission to erect, at her expense, a 
drinking fountain at the Park bounded by Sixth Avenue, 
Broadway and Thirty-fifth Street. 

(Minutes, May 23d 1877, p. 60 ) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested 
be granted, and that it be referred to the Landscape Architect 
to designate the location on the park for the erection of the 

fountain. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 



• 

124 L Wednesday, 

affirmative, a majority of all the Members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Zoological Garden. 

From ~Ir. L. R. Mestaniz, submitting printed copies of his 
communications to the Board on the subject of the establish

ment of a Zoological Garden in the Parks . 

(Minntes, April 25, 1877, p. 779.) 

Filed. 

Applications for employment. 

The following applications for employment were received and 
ordered to be filed, viz. : 

From Mr. D. O'Donohue, on behalf of John Shea. 

From Mr. Samuel Holmes, on behalf' of Timothy O'Leary. 

From T. N. Nash, on behalf of John M. Nash. 

From Mr. Morris Keane, on behalf of himself. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
eX(1mined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to ~he Board for approval: 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, May ........ Harlem R. E., 

Reps., Imp. & M. $60 00 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber. . . ... .. . .... Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imt: & M., $291 28 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P...... 39 52 
330 80 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe ......... , . City Parks Impt. 

Fund" ...... .. 61 40 

I 
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John B. Devlin, gravel. ............... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P .... , . $478 08 

Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards........ 9 00 
--- $41"708 

Donaldson, T. &; Son, globes, lamps, .&;c.Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P •...•• 

Harlem R. B.; 

Reps., Impt. &; 

M .•.......••. 

Grafulla, C. S., music ...•............. Music, Cent'IPark, 

Harmer, Hays &; Co., ticking and hair .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P .•.•.. 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas ........... Maint. aud Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .•..•.•••.•• 

Journal of Oommerce, year's subscription. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..•.•.• 

King, Briggs &; Co., files .............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....••. 

McNab &; Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing 

materials ..•..• '" •............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ••.... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. &; 

M •••••••.•••• 

City Parks Impt. 

$66 62 

5 94 

$12 50 

50 00 

$12 35 

23 10 

Fund........ 140 

Mulholland, John, assignee, filling .•••.• City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..•.•••• 

N Y. &; N. J. Globe Gas Light Co., gas, 

May ..••......•..••..... ; ......... Maint. and Govmt 

P.andP ...... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, May •. Maint. and Govmt 

P. andP ..... 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas, May .•...•••. Maint, and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

72 56 
275 00 

I) 10 

62 50 

12 00 

10 O~ 

36 85 

998 liEl 

184 811 

303 75 

331 50 
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Reeves, Robt. C. scythes and mowers, 

parts .••.......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ..... . 

Rogers, H. A., brooms, nails, .~c. '" ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. <11; 

M ........... . 

Tysen, David J. Jr., turnips and cabbage. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. Rnd P ..... . 

VanRiper, Chas., wrench, oils and paints.Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

'Westerfield, Cornelius, labor.. .. • ..... Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

RECAPITULATION. 

$28 00 

15 '75 

Maintenance ana. Government of Parks and Places....... $1,848 40 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards........ ........ 26 60 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvements and Main· 

tenance. . .... .. .. .. . .. .. ... ..................... 446 0'7 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . •. • . .. . . . . 1,061 36 

Music-Central Park........... ........... ........ ... 2'75 00 

$2'7 '70 

43 '75 

326 25 

9 60 

18 00 

$3,65'7 43 

--- $3,65'1 43 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-six hundred and fifty. 

seven dollars and forty.three cents. 

(Si~.ned) H. G. STEBBINS, t Auditing 
JAB. F. WENMAN, f Committee. 

New York, June 20th, 18'7'7. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department oj Public Parks in account with 

James F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

18'1'1. OR. 

June 6. By balance.............................. $431 05 

June 6 } 
to " cash received from license. ... . . . . . . . . . . 910 38 

June 20. 
--- $1,341 43 

DR. 

June 6 } 
to To cash paid into City Treasury..... . . .. . . . 1,136 43 

June 20. 

JuDe 20. To balance....... .... ................... $205 00 
$1,341 43 

DR. 

Cash in Bank of Metropolis. ... . ..•.•••• $205 00 

(Signed) 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, June 20, 18'1'1. 

9.30 A. M. 

JAMES F. WENMAN, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

Timothy Dinan. 

Commissioner WERMAN moved that Timothy Dinan be ap
pointed a laborer, and assigned to take care of the Swans, a.nd 
other wild fowl, on the Lakes in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion; and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Seats and Settees on the Parks. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Superintendent of 
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Parks be directed to report upon the condition of the seats 
and settees on the Parks, and to give an estimate of the·cost 
of any new one which may be required. 

Adopted. 

Fountain in Madison Square. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the Superintending 
Architect be directed to complete and finish the Fountain in 
Madison Square. 

(Minutes, May 24, 1876, p. 67.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Philip Loeffel. 

Oommissioner WENMAN reported that he had examined 
Philip Loeffel, Post Keeper, and found him in a condition 
unfit for duty at present. That he has lost his power of 
speech, and that his hearing is also greatly affected. That he 
has been connected with the Police force for many years, and 
has a good character as an officer. 

He then moved that he be granted leave of. absence for 
thirty days} with pay. 

(Minutes, June 13, 1877, p. 103.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the a:ffirma~ 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmor!:! 
-4:. 

Lighting Lamps. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to issue order~ 

t 
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to the Metropolitan Gas Light Company, and the Central Gas 
Light Company, to light the lamps on the Park Avenue Parks, 
and on the east side of the Third Avenue and Central Bridge, 
respectively, fodhe remainder of the year. 

(Minutes, May 16, 1877, p. 34.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Madin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. :M., to meet on Wednesday, the 27th inst., at 9 o'clock 
A. :M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D.P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JU~E ~7tb, IS77. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 20th inst. were 

read and approved. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT stated that at the requeRt of the Comptroller 
of the city, three of the Commissioners had accompanied the 
members of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment on the 
26th instant to examine the location designated for the pro
posed bridge over Harlem River at the intersection of Madison 
Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That the opening of the proposals for the construc

tion of a bridge over the Harlem River, at the interRection of 
Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, be 
further adjourned until Wednesday, the 11th day of July, 
1877, at 9.;)0 A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, June 20th, 1877, p. 113.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in tho affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members'ofthe Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M. the meeting was 

opened to the public, and to those of the bidders for the con
struction of said bridge who desired to be present, and the 
President announced to those present the time and place of 
said adjournment. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Museum of Art. 

From the Comptroller of the city, approving of the sureties 
of Mr. F. W. Smith, to whom the contract for tiling the Museum 
of Art was a warded. 

(Minutes, June 13, 1877, p. 100.) 

The :t;>RESIDENT stated that although the Comptroller had at 
first refused to approve of ¥r. Henry Perry, one of the sure
ties, he had subsequently requested that the proposal be re
turned to him, and that he had now approved of both sureties. 
He then moved that the communication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution adopted 
by that Board on the 15th June, 1877, viz. : 

Resolved; That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be re
quested to inform this Board whether any action has beeu taken to acquire the 
land at the termini of the bridge proposed to be built across the Harlem River, 
at or near the foot of One hundred and thirty-eighth Street. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a communication which he 
had received from Mr. John H. Cheever, offering to cede to' 

the city the right to build the approach to the bridge on One 
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hundred and thirty-eighth Street on the east side of Harlem 
River, on the condition that his property be not assessed for 
the cost of the construction of the approach. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said communica:ions be 
filed, and that the President be requested to reply to the reso
lution of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 

Adopted. 

Inspection of Boilers. 

From the Police Department, certifying to the inspection of 
the steam boilers attached to the portable Baxter engine and 
steam roller at present being used in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Filed. 

Christopher Street Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the greater 
part of the curb stones round Christopher Street Park require 
to be taken up and replaced with new curb stones, and the old 
stones use~ as gutter stones. 

That a portion of the flagging on the sidewalks also require 
to be relaid and in some places replaced with new stones. 

That the whole cost of these repairs would not exceed $220. 

Laid over. 

City Hall Park Fountain. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that anew 
upright supply pipe, with couplings, is required for the large 
fountain in City Hall Park. That the cost of making the re
pairs.will be from $150 to $200. 

Commissioner WENMAN stated that he had seen the 
Commissioner of Public Works in relation to the supply of 
water to enable the fountain to be used, and he was informed 
by him that the engineers in his department reported that there 
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is now a sufficient head of water at City Hall Park to enable 
the fountain to play, and that if it were found that there was 
not, he would have measures taken to increase the supply of 

water. 
Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the Superintendent 

of Parks be directed to have the fountain repaired as soon 

as possible. 
The PRESIDENT put the ques~ion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Seats and Settees on the Parks. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the con
dition of the seats and settees on the parks, and giving an 
estimate of the cost of new seats. 

(Minutes, June 20, 1877, p. 127.) 

Laid over. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect, repo:rted that a number 
of the galvanized iron leaders which are bnilt into the walls of 
the Museum of Art building were broken last winter through 
the action of the frost, and therefore had to be removed by the 
contractor for the iron work and replaced by new leaders. 
That, in removing the leaders, it was necessary to cut openings 
into the walls, which have now to be built up again, and as 
there is no provision in the iron contractor's contract for this 
work, it is necessary that an order be given to a mason' to do 
it. That the estimated cost of the work is from $80 to $100. 

From Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, stating that as the breaking of 
the leaders can be clearly traced to the delay in proceeding 

I 
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with the work during the summer Qf last year, which delay was 
forced on all the contractors by the Department, at the instance 
of the Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, who 
desired some more blasting to be done in the central hall. 
That consequently the Department should now give an order to 
have the openings in the walls closed. 

Also from Mr. Theodore Weston, on behalf of the Trustees 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, stating that he regards the 
necessity which has .arisen as following upon the delays on the 

part of the iron contractor, and that the expense of the work 
should be charged to him. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the subject of ordering 
said work be l'eferred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Watering Jerome .!.venue. 

From the Superintendent of Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, stating that he was informed by the Secretary of the 
Jerome Park Association that there would be an extra race 
day on Saturday, the 23d June, and requesting permission to 
water Jerome Avenue on the 22d and 23d insts. ; that an extra 
man be detailed for the steam engine, and that he be allowed 
to work the laborers, &c., employed on the work extra time for 
those two days. , 

Also from the Disbursing Clerk, reporting that the Superin
teudent of the Twenty- third and Twenty-fourth Wards had 
allowed extra time to certain lahorers on the 23d inst. 

The PRESIDENT stated that as there was no meeting of the 
Board in time to act on the application of the Superintendent 
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of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards he had given 
him' the auth~rity requested in his communication, and directed 
the Superintendent of Parks to detail a man for the steam 
engine. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Presi
dent in the matter be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Laborers whose Pay has been deducted. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, giving a statement of the amount 
which had been deducted from the laborers' pay-rolls from 
April 7th, 1877, to date, and the names of the laborers, &c., to 
whom same is due. 

(Minutes, April 25, 1877, p. 773.) 

Referred to the President. 

Brown Hyenas. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that there are 
at present exhibited in the Menagerie a pair of brown hyenas, 
belonging to Messrs. C. Reiche &Brother, which are the first 
of the species ever brought to this country; that they would 
be a great acquisition to the Menagerie, and can be purchased 
for $500. 

Filed. 

Leave of Absence for Summer Vacation. 

From MI'. Samuel E. Warren, Draughtsman, req uesting leave 
of absence for summer vacation. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the subject of granting 
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leave of absence for summer vacation to the employes of the 
Department be referred to the President with power. 

The PR;ESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of th" Board voting in favor 

thereof, as .follows: 
Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Carriage Waiting-House, 59th Street and 8th Avenue_ 

From Mr. A. S. Clapp, Licensee of the Carriage Service on 
Central Park, recommending that the carriage waiting-house, 
situate at Merchants' Gate, Fifty-ninth Sbeet and Eighth 
Avenue, be removed to a point between the two drives, the ex
pense of which he will pay, if credited with it on account of 
his license fee. 

Endorsed on said communication is the approval of the re

commendation by the Landscape Architect. 
The PRESIDENT then moved that said carriage waiting-house 

be removed by Mr. A. S. Clapp, the Carriage Licensee, to· a 
point between the two drives Ilear Merchants' Gate, which 
shall be designated by the Landscape Arehitect, that the work 
be executed under the supervision and direction of the Super
intendent of Parks, and that the cost thereof be credited to 
Mr. Clapp, on account of his license fee, in accordance with 
the terms of his license. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Angell & BIa.ke !bnufaoturing Company, asking 
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for a payment of $1,200, on account of their contract for the 
heating and ventilating work of the Museum of Art. 

(Minutes. May 9. 1877. p. 2L) 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Complaint against a Police Officer. 

From Mr. A. H. Little, complaining of the conduct of a 

police officer, who took a bouquet of flowers from his wife on 
the 17th instant, when she was leaving the Central Park, at 

Seventh Avenue and Fifty-ninth Street Gate. 
Referred to the President to examine. 

New Yorker Schutzen Corps. 

From Mr. B. H. Tienken, Secretary of the New Yorker 
Schutzeu Corps, inviting the Commissioners of the Department 
to the annual festival of the corps, to be held on the 25th, 
26th and 27th instants. 

Commisssioner "\VENMAN moved that the Secretary be direct
ed to acknowledge said invitation. 

Adopted. 

Velocipedes on Central Park. 

From Messrs. Crandall & Co., requesting permission to place 
velocipedes for children in Central Park. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the request be refused. 
Adopted. 

Elton Avenue. 

From Mr. Henry Paul, requesting permission to set curb and 
gutter stones on the east side of Elton Avenue, for 57 feet in 
front of his property, and commencing about 75 feet north of 
One hundred and fifty-sixth Street. 

Also from the Engineer in charge of said Avenue, recommend
ing that the permission be granted, and stating that the Survey
or's fees would amount to $1.71. 

(Minutes, June 13, 1877. p. 103.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that permission be granted to Mr. 
Henry Paul to set curb and gutter stones on Elton Avenue, as 
requested, on the following conditions, viz. : 

Ph·st.-That he deposit with the Department $1.71, the 
alilount of the Surveyor's fees. 

Second.-That the work be done under the supervision and 
direction of the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined .in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Teams 'for the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, requesting that the time of the employment of 
a,t least five of the teams now ~ployed in the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards on Treasurer's orders be extended 
until the end of July. 

(Minutes, May 16, 18'1'1, p. 50.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the time of the employment of 
five ofsaid teams be extended until July 31st, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT put the queRtion, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Superintendent 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. H. A. Rogers, stating that he had delivered 
some hammers and padlocks, as directed by a Treasurer's 
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order, to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Walds, in March last, but that for some reason un
known to him, the Superintendent had refused to receipt for 
them. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication, and any 
other subject in relation to the discharge of the duties of the 
Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards 
which the Treasurer may desire to have investigated, be re
ferred to Commissioner Wetmore to examine and report. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, stating that it is desir
able that certain items of new work connected with the ventila
ting of the Museum of Art, as set forth in the specifications 
which he submitted, should now b.e done, and estimating the 
cost at $950. 

Endorsed on said communication is the following: 
"The above is approved; in accordance with the speciti.

" cations as also endorsed, this 26th June, 1877. 
" (Sigd.) THEODORE WESTON, 

"For Metropolitan Museum of Art." 
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said work be directed to 

be done in accordance with said specifications, and that the 
Treasurer be authorized to issue orders therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was deter~ined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Applications for Employment. 

The following applications for employment were received and 
ordered to be filed, viz. : 

From Mr. E. D. Randolph, on behalf of John Sparrow. 

f 
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From Rev. S. H. Tyng, Jr., on behalf of Richard Morrison. 
From Mr. S. T. Nichols, on behalf of Samuel T. Munson. 

Audit, 

Commissioner WEN:MAN, Chairman' of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

American Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and 

services ......................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ........ 

Crissey, Wm. V. & Co., mustard ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. lind P ....... . 

Dodworth's Band, music •........... , . Music, Cen. Park .. 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Liautard, A., medical services .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Mullane, John, feed .......... " ... , ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mullane, John, horses ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Pierce, F. O. & Co., paints, oils, &c ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. & 

Main,t ....... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... 

Rogers, H. A., nails and rakes •........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P •..... 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ........... .. 

Wheatly, R. R., oats and hay .......... Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards ... 

$24 82 

4 50 

275 00 

]9 50 

17 00 

591 72 

525 00 

$38 64 

o 40 

9 0'1 
48 11 

$43 90 

19 50 
6840 

45 14 

----
$1,614 19 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. . . .. . .. $1,245 58 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .......... , ..... . 

1;Iar.lem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Main· 

tenance ......................................... . 

Music-Central Park ... " ...... " ....•............... 

City Parks Improvement Fund .................. , ..... . 

·64 64 

19 90 

275 00 

9 07 
$1,614 19 
----

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixteen hundred and fourteen dollars 

and nineteen cents. 

H. G. STFBBINS. } Auditillg 
JAS. F. WENMAN, Committee. 

New York, June 27th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Departrr,ent forpayment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Mr. C. Seitz. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that he had examined the 
matter of the conduct of the police officer and sergeant at the 
time of Mr. C. Seitz's arrest, as complained of by him, and 
found that Mr. Seitz was driving through the Central Park in 
a hired carriage; that a dog from the stable had followed the 
carriage,.and that the officer could not drive the dog out of the 
Park, as was his duty, without bringing the carriago also out of 
it. That the officers do not appear to have acted in any rude 
or unbecoming mannf\r on the occasion. He then handed in 
tliestatements of the officer and sergeant. 

(Minutes, June 18, 1877, p. 105.) 
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Commissioner WETMORE' moved that the report of the Presi
dent be accepted. 

Adopted. 

Donation~. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had prepared a form of deed 
of gift to the city, and moved that he be authorized to make 
requisition for the printing of a book containing said forms, 
and that on donations' being presented to the Park, the donors 
be required to execute a deed of gift in the book. 

Adopted. 

H. R. Searing. 

Commissioner WENMAN, to whom it was referred to consult 
with the Commissioner of Public Works in regard to the steam 
engineer to be employed on the steam roller borrowed from 
the Dep!1rtment of Public Works, verbally reported that the 
Commissioner of Public Works recommended Mr. H. R. Sear
ing for the position. 

(Minutes. Juue 20, 18'7'7. p, 119.) 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the employment of Mr. H. 
R. Searing, steam engineer, Henry Reilly, steersman and 
watchman, and John Meehan, night watchman, be continued, 
on the same conditions 'and at the same rates of pay as hereto
fore fixed by the Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Bo~rd voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: • 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Construction of Drains in 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Rpsolved, That the proposal (No.8) of Mr. Michael Noonan 

for the construction of drains in the district of the Twenty. 
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fourth Ward, bounded on the north by Fordham and Pelham 
Avenues, on the east by the Southern Boulevard, on the south 
by the Kingsbridge Road. and on the west by Arthur Street, be 
accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract be, and hereby 
is, awarded to him therefor, and thl,t the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to execute the same for and on behalf of 
this Department. 

(Minutes, June 20, 1877, p. 114.) f 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting ill 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin; Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10:30 
o'clock A.M., to meet on Wednesday, July 11th, 1877, at 9 
o'clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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'VEDNESDAY, JULY 11th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
,\,TENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of June 27th, 1877, 
were read and approved. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Re.~olved, That the opening of the proposals for the con

struction of a bridge over the Harlem River, at the llltersecFon 
of Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, 
be further aqjoul'lled until Wednesday, the :G5th day of July, 
Hl77, at 9.30 A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, June 27th, 1877, p. 131.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board. voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock .A.. M. the meeting was 
opened to the public, and to those of the bidders for the con
struction of said bridge who desired to be present, and the 
President announced to those present the time and place of 
saiJ adjournment. 
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Zoological Garden. 

The order of business was then suspended, and l\fessrs. 
Cyrus W. Field, James M. Constable and Albert S. Bickmore 
were received as a committee from the" American Zoological 
and Botanical Garden Company, limited," who presented a 
certificate of the incorporation of the company under the pro
visions of Chapter 611, Laws of 1875, and requested the De
partment to appropriate a site in one of the Parks for the pur
pose of establishing a Zoological and Botanical Garden by said 
company. 

(Minntes, Jnne 20,1877, p. 124.) 

They then retired, and the order of business was resumed. 
The following communications were then presented and 

read: 

Battery and City Hall Parks. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor on the 28th ult., viz. : 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Pnblic Parks be, and 
they are respectfnlly requested to allow children under the age of twelve years to, 
use ,ll portions of the gronnds of the Battery and City Hall Parks for recreation. 

The PRESIDENT stated that on receipt of ,'theresolution he 
had given. orders that the request of the Common Council be 
complied with. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the President's action be 
approved, but that the permission be discontinued in future, 
and that no one be allowed to walk on the grass in those 
parks. 

Adopted. 

Battery Park, Washington Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor on the 6th inst., viz.: 

Resolved, That the Department of Public Parks be, and they are respectfully 
requested to place policemen in the Battery and Washington Square Parks; in the 
night time, uutil 12 o'clock, for the protection of persons visiting said parks for 
recreation and pleasure. . 
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The PRESIDENT stated that there is a policeman stationed in 
the Battery Park and also in Washington Square each night, 
until eleven o'clock, and moved that said commllnication be 
filed, and that he be authorized to reply to the Common Coun
cil informing them of that fact, and also that the limited 

r number of the police will not admit of extending the hours of 
duty. 

{ 

Adopted. 

Tompkins Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor on the 6th inst., viz. : 

Re8olved, That the D"p"rtment of Public Parks be, and they are respectfully 
requested to inform the Board, at its earliest convenienc<', the amount of money 
that will be required to place Tompkins Park in good condition. 

(Minutes, March 21, 1877, p. 691.) 

. Filed. 

Hack Stand on Madison Square. 

From Counsel to the Corporation, in which he states: 
" All the parks and places in the ciiy are under the care and 

" management of the Department of Public Parks, and I think 
"that the gelJeral power conferred by the Charter of 1873 
" upon the Common Council, to regulate the use of the public 
" streets, has been limited by the * * provisions of 
" Chapter 850 of the Laws of 1873, which was passed subse
"quent to the Charter; ana that within 360 feet from the 
" outer boundary of any public park or place, the Park De
" partment, and not the Common Council, has the power to 
" designate hack stands." 

(Minutes, June 13, 1877, p. 108 .) 

The PRESIDEN'£ stated that a copy of said opinion had been 
sent to the Mayor's :j\1arshal, whose duty it was to issue the 
licenses for the hacks, and since then all the hacks had been 
removed from the north side of Madison Square. 

Commissioner WETMORE then moved that it be referred to 
the Pre:sident to report proper rules and regulations with re-
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lation to hacks and trucks standing around the public squares 
and places. 

Adopted. 

City Hall Park Fountain. 

From the Cummissioner of Public Works, stating that the 
consumption of water in the lower part of the city duri.ng busi
ness hours is so great that the pressure in the mains is reduced 
below the level of the OUtlAts of the fountain in City Hall 
Park, but that he will endeavor to furnish as much water as 
possible during certain hours of the day and on Sundays. 

(Minutes, June 27, 1877, p. 133.) 

Filed. 

Riverside..Park. 

From the Health Department, complaining that there is an 
excavation on Riverside Park, between Ninetieth and Ninty
firot Streets, in which the water collects, stagnates and becomes 
offensive. 

Referred to the Superintending Engineer of Riverside 
Avenue to report. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards, &c. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, giving a state
ment of the work performed, during the first six months of the 
year, in laying out the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, and also the work which is necessary and can be 
done for the remainder of the year, if an appropriation is pro
vided to pay the engineers. 

The PUESIDENT stated that only the sum of $10,000 was ap
propriated for the work this year, tha't it is now nearly ex
hausted and unless an addition to it is procured by transfers 
from some unexpended balances it will be necessary to suspend 
the whole civil and topographical corps by the first of next 
month. 
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He then offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the Board of E'ltimate and Apportionment 

is hereby urged to take prompt and favorable action upon the 
requests of these resolutions, because the existing appropria
tion for the purpose is so nearly exhausted that it will be im
possible for this Department to continue the work of laying 
out the new wards after the 1st of August next, without 
further appropriations, and to abandon this work, now that 
it is so near completion, is to lose the benefit of the work 
that has been done, to break up the present efficient organiza
tion for carrying on the work, and give just cause of complaint 
to the property owners, who are satisfied with the work that 
has been done and desire that it be speedily finished on the 
same principles with which it has been conducted hitherto. 

Resolved, That the Board of Et-;timate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, respectfully requested to make the follow
ing transfers of appropriations, viz. : 

From the appropriation for ".surveying, laying out, monument
ing, &c., north pnd of island and Twenty.third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards," 1876, to the appropriation "Surveying, laying out and 
monumenting Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, including 
north end of the island," 1877. the sl1m of ..•............... , '" $1,084 45 

From the appropriation for" Harlem River Bridges, Rppairs, Im
provements and Maintenance," 1870, to the appropriation" Survl'y
mg. laying out and monnmenting Twenty-third and Twenty-fuurth 
Wards, including north end of the bland," 1877, the sum of...... 8,915 55 

$11',000 00 

and that a copy of the commnnieation of the Civil and Topo
graphical Engineer, dated June 28th, 1877, be transmitted to 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to sa.id resolutions and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as followFl : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

151st Street, 23d Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer reporting upon 
the claim of Mr. John G. Gent for $263.15 for certain extra 
work in connection with the reglllating, &c., of One hundred 
and fifty first Street in·the Twenty-third Ward, in which he 
states: 

"It appears that Gent contracted to grade One hundred and 
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" fifty-first Street from Morris Avenue to Railroad Avenue; that 
" at the latter point there was a filling of ten feet, and that in 
" order to make one street accessible from the other the engi
" neer in charge ordered certain work to be done on Railroad 
"Avenue. There is, I believe, no doubt that the work was 
" needed, nor that it was properly done, nor that the prices 
"claimed are rea~onable. There is also no doubt that no 
" authority existed to pay for it under the contract, or to assess 
" the cost on the property benefited." 

He also suggests that if a balance of the appropriation for 
the maintenance of the streets, &c., in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards for the year 1874, sufficient to pay said 
claim, still exists that it could properly be paid from that ap-
propriation. I 

(Minutes, June 20, 1877, p. 121.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
that the claim of Mr. John G. Gent be disallowed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows ~ 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4 

Maps of Sewerage Districts in 23d and 24th Warus. 

'. From the Civil and Topographical Engineer submitting four 
similar maps of a sewerage district lying west of Rider Avenue, 
One hundred and forty-third Street, Third Avenue and Court
land Avenue to One hundred and fiftY-Recond Street, in the 
Twenty-third Ward, which he recommends to be filed in pur
suance of the provisions, Sec. 4, Chap. 381, Laws of 1865, and 
Sec. 14, Chap. 329, Laws of 1874, and stating that this district 
includes the sewers in Third Avenue and Mott Avenne hereto

fore ordered to be constructed. 
(Minutes, June 6th and 13th, 1877, pp. 90 and 109.) 

The PRESIDENT then reported that at the request of the 
Board of Health, and of property owners, several plans for 
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sewerage and drainage of certain distriots of the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards were in process of preparation. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that said communica

tion and map be referred to General Geo. S. Greene for his 
examination and report. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissjoners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-S. 
No-Commissioner Martin-I . 

. Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu
tion : 

Resolved, That the Civil and Topographical Engineer be, 
and hereby is, directed to prepare plans for sewerage districts, 
wherever required, in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, in pursuance of the provisions of Chap. B8l, Laws of 
18(j5, and of Chapters 329 and 604, IJaws of 1874, and submit 
them to the Board for approval. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
Application of Licensee's Fees. 

From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the De
partment require the under mentioned licensees, in accordance 
with the terms of their agreements, to undertake and furn,ish 
in lieu of cash payments for license fees, certain work and 

supplies, viz. : 
Abel S. Clapp, licensee of carriage service. 
Isaac Hall, licensee of Bath-house at Battery. 
Thomas S. Dick, licensee of boat service. 
J. J. I:lnow, licensee of Pony service. 
John Lucas, licensee of Donkey service. 

..1 

(Minutes, April 18, 18'7'7, p. '766.) 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moven that the recommendations 
of the Landscape Architect be approved-and adopted by the 
Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, recommending that a 
pipe be laid from Eighth Avenue to the Museum of Natural 
History Building, for the purpose of supplying Croton water to 
the building, and estimating the cost at $735. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be 
referred to the Trustees of the American Museum of Natural 
History, and if approved by them, that the Treasurer be au
thorizec1 to issue orders for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Su.perintending Architect, reporting that during 
the-last three months the cellar of the 1\1 useum of Art Build
ing, has been fleoded with water after heavy rains, and for
warding a report from the Assistant Engineer to the effect 
that the eight-inch pipe which receives the water from the 
sewer which drains the building, is not large enough to carry 
off the sudden flow of a large volume of water, and recommend-
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ing that this eight-inch pipe-which is about one hundred feet 
long-be taken up and replaced by a twelve-inch pipe, esti
mating the cost at $120, and stating that the Department has 
sufficient pipe on hand for the purpose. 

Commissioner WETl\ft)RE moved that said communications 
be referred to the Trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, and if approved by them, that the Treasnrer be author
ized to issue orders for the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board woul~ 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Art • • From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the ap-
plication of the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Co. for a pay
Dlent on account of their contract for the heating and 
ventilating work of the Museum of Art Buildmg, and reCOlll
mending that a payment of $1,200, on account, be authorized. 

(Minutes, June 27th, 1877, p. 137.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
authorized and directed to prepare and submit an estimate.o~ 
account of the said contract with the Ar.gell & Blake Manu
facturing Co., to an amount not exceeding $1,200. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commi!jsioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Art 8lj.d Natural History. 

From Mr. Wa.tts Cooke, Receiver of the Watson Manufactur-
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ing Company, contractors. for the iron work of the Museum of 
Art, and also for the iron work of the Museum of Natural His
tory, asking for the following payments on account of said 
contracts, viz.: 

Museum of Art Building .. ....... ................... $12,550 00 
Museum of N atu,'al History ....... , . . . .. ............... 2,500 00 

(Minutes, May 9th, 1877, p, 24.) 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting upon said ~ 
application, and recommending that payment be made on ac-
count of said contracts, as follows, viz. : 

Museum of Art Building. the 11th paJment of ................. $3,150 00 
On accouut of final rayment ............... " ....... , ........ 5,000 00 
Museum of ~atural History Building, on account of final pay-

ment. . . .. . . . . .. , .............. ,...................... 2,000 00 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
authorized and directed to prepare and submit estimates on 
account of said contracts as recommended by him. 
. The.PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4:. 

~pe Sewer in Cental Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that there is 
from 450 to 500 cubic yards of rock and excavated material 
lying about the line of the pipe sewer in Centml Park, and re
commending that a Treasurer's order be issued for its removal, 
as the Department cannot now spare the men for the work; 
and stating the contractor for pipe sewer will load it on trucks, 
as he is bound under the terms of his contract to deposit the 
material in the vicinity of the work. 

(Minntes, 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Treasurer be au
thorized to issue orders for the removal of said surplus ma

terial from the line of said pipe sewer to Manhattan Square. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Bvard would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority oIall the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows; 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
)- -4. 

, 

Construction of Drains in the 24th Ward. 

From Mr. Michael Noonan, accepting the award of the con
tract for the construction of drains in the Twenty-fourth 
Ward. 

(Minutes, June 27, 1877, p. 143.) 

Filed. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty. 
fourth Wards, stating that Mr. Michael Noonan requested per
mission to take some rock' from the line of certain streets in 
the Twentv-fourth Ward, for use in the censtruction of the 
drains in the Twenty-fourth Ward; and that there is some rock 
on Pelham Avenue, near the Southern Boulevard, which could 
be taken away with advantage. 

Also, from the Chil and Topographical Engineer, on the 
same subject. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the request of Mr. Noo
nan, to take rock from thfl streets or avenues, be refused. 

Adopted. 

Jacob Weinnig. 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting the death of Patrolman 
Jacob Weinnig on the 4th inst. 

(Minutes, February 7th, 1877, p. 600.) 

Filed. 

Parker McCuen. 

From the Lieutenant, reporting that Parker McCuen, Police 
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Tailor, has been absent for twenty-four days on account of 
sickness, and requesting his restOl:ation. 

(Minutes, January 20, 187'1, p. 553.) 

The PrESIDENT moved that said Parker McCnen be restored. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a major:ty of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes....,..Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Frederick Grieffenberg. 

From Mr. Frederick Grieffenberg, draughtsman, requesting 
leave of absence for three months without pay. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the request be refused. 
Adopted. 

Messrs. Early.& Lane, 

From Messrs. Early & Lane, stating that a bill for some 
basketE' furnisheu to the pflpartmflnt, was, by mistake, made out 
at $3 instead of$15, and asking to have the error corrected, 
and that they be paid the difference. 

Referred to Commissioner Wenman to examine and report. 

M~seum of Art. 

From Mr. James Brady, assignee of Mr. Joseph C. Brady, 
complaining of the delays to which he has been subjected in 
completing his contract for the carpenter work of the Museum 
of Art building. 

(Minutes, January 31st, 1877, p. 577.) 

Referred to the Superintending Architect for his report. 

Museum of Na'ural History. 

From Messrs. Morton, . Chesley & Co., assignees of the 
Watson Manufacturing Company, contractors for the construc-
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tion of cases for the Museum of Natural History building, ap
plying for a further payment of $15,000, on account of said 
contmct. 

(Minutes, May 31st, 1877, p. 74,) 

Referred to the Superintending Arnhitect for hi> report. 

. Lamps on Park A venue Park. 

From Mr. J. C. Tracy, and a number of other residents on 
Park Avonue, requesting that the lamps on the Parks in said 
Avenue be relighted. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had explaiued to the gentlemen 
presenting the petition, that the cause for not lighting the 
lamps was the want of funds, and that he had referred them to 
the Department of Public Works, which has. a large surplus 
for the purpose; and he moved that the communication be' 
filed. 

Adopted. 

Central Park Guide. 

From Mr. Philip McMahon, requesting permission to sell 
upon the Central Park, a guide, called the "Central Park 
Guide," which he has published. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested .. 
be refused. 

Adopted. 

The Gilbert Elevated Railway Co. 

Froro Mr. W. F. Shauk, Engineer of the Gilbert Elevated 
Railway Co., asking permission to lay the foundations of the 
columns for the railroad of said company on the sidewalk of 
Reservoir .Square, from Fortieth Street to Fort y-second' Street, 
and enclosing a tracing showing the locations of the proposed 
columns. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the permission requested be granted, on the 

following conditions, viz. : 
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1st. That the work be done under the supervision of this 
Department, and in accordance with its' directions. 

2d. That said company repair all injury which may be caused 
to the sidewalk, at their expense. 

Commissi.oner WENMAN offered the following resolutiQn as a 
substitute for that offered by the President: 

Re.~o71Jed, That the subject of the request of the Gilbert Ele
vated Railway Co. for permission to place the columns of its 
railroad on the sidewalk of Reservoir Square be refflrred to 
the Counsel to the Oorporation for his opinion as to the au
thority and jurisdiction of the Depal'.tment in the premises. 

Adopted. 

Bronx River Avenne. 

From Mr. W. W. Booth, Trustee, and eighteen other owners 
of property on the line of Bronx River Ayenue; between Wood
lawn Depot and McLean Avenue, petitioning that said Avenue 
be opened forthwith, but not over ;)0 feet wide. 

Referred to the Oivil and Topographical Engineer for his 
repOl·t. 

Laborers detailed as Night Watchmen . 

. From six of the seven laborers detailed as night watchnft:ln, 
asking for an increase of pay. 

(Minutes, February 5th, 1876 p. 605.) 

Filed. 

Applications for employment. 

Applications for employment Were received from the follow
ing, and ordered filed, viz. : 

From Mr. Wm. Rumble, on behalf of himself. 
From Mr. John Lang, on behalf of himself. 
From Mr. Edward Gilon. on behalf of John Burns. 

" From Mr. A. H. Purdy and others, on behalf of C. H. Darke. 

Parade Ground. 

In pursuance of the following. notice, which was sent to each 
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of the owners of property interested III the Military Parade 
Ground, viz. : 

DEPARTME!'IT OF PUBLIC PARKS, t 
36 U liION SQUARE (~~AST,) \" 

NEW YORK, July 2d, 1877. 
I 

Notice is hereby given to all parties interested in the Military Parade Ground, 
on Dyckman Street and Tenth Avenue, that t hey will be hl'ol'd ot the Mpeting of 
this Board, on 11th July, lit 10:30 o'clock A, M" on the disconti"nance of th~ legal 
proceedings for acquiring title to the Streets and Avenues laid out before the 
Parade Ground map was filed, and on all que.tions telating to that subject, within 
the jurisdiction 01 this Departmpnt, under the recent Act repealing the law under 
which the Parade Ground was laid out, 

WM. R. MARTIN, 
President .D. P. P. 

the following gentlemen attended, and were received, namely: 
Messrs. Jo~ephH. Godwin. G. W. Abbe, B. C. Cornell, G, B. Lawton, B. D. 

Thornal and L. A. Lockwood. 

After the dis~mssion of the subject, the parties interested 
unanimously requested the Department to take no action in 
the matter. 

The gentlemen then retir~d. 
(Minutes, August 23, 1876 and March 7, 1877, pp. 259 and 667.) 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that. they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Boyle, John, awning cloth ............. Maint: and Govmt. 

P. &P •••••••• 

Decker, N. H. & G. W. Quintard, labor 

and materials .•.................. Impt. & Construc

tion Riverside 

Avenue ...... . 

Dodworth's Band, music .............. Music, Centl. Park 

Edwards, Chas. A., agent, rubber hose •• Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P ........ 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

$2250 

11 25 

$3 00 

13,578 63 

275 00 

33 75 
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Forsyth, John, broken stone ... , .•..••• Maint. !23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Grafulla, C. S., music ................. Music, Cent!. Park 

Go.rdon, Robert, Actg. Treas., expenses 

Museum of Art .........••....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Gold'" Stock Teleg. Co., rent of line ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ........ . 
Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... . 

Kelso Bros., coal. .................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem R. B. Rep. 

Imp. andM •••• 

City Parks. Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Labagh, Wm. 0., salt ................. Maint, and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Reeves, Robert C., mower parts ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Rogers, H. A., hardware .........•...• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Ruhe, Ltluis, bird food .......... : ..... Muint. and Govm't 

P. and P. " .,. 

Sackett &; Muller, police uniforms ...... Police .......... . 

Taylor, A. S., newspapers ............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P .••.. 

Tone, Theo. 1<'., coal. .................. Harlem R. B. Rep. 

Impt. andM ... 

Tomes, Francis, &; Co., wreaths ••••.... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

[ Wednesday, 

$75 00 

275 00 

618 86 

62 ISO 

23 09 

$40 15 

3 90 

1 20 

45 25 

12 25 

53 00 

2448 

$18 47 

52 60 

71 07 

16 00 

1,053 00 

12 68 

21 25 

12 50 

-----
$16,266 31 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. .. .••• . $919 48 

·Police. . .. •...........•....•••...........•••..•..... 1,053 .Ov 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards.. ....••..•••.•.• 138 85 

Improvement and Construction River.ide Avenue.... ..••. 13,5'18 63 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Mainten-

ance... ... ..••......•.•.•.•.. ...... ..•.......•••.. 25 15 

Music-Central Park. . . .. . . .. . • .. . . .. . . .. . . .• • . ... . • • . 550.00 

City Parks Improvement Fund... •. . . ... . ... . . .. . . ..•.. 1 20 
---$16,266 31 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixteen thousand two hundred and 

sixty-six dollars and thirty-one cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, July 11th, 187'1. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t Auditing: 
JAB. F. WENIIlAN,) Oommittee .. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was. determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, WElllman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner WETMORE verbally reported that he had ex
amined the complaint of Mr. H. A. Rogers, concerning the re
fusal of the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fouith Wards, to receipt for the delivery of some hammers and 
padlocks, and found that the reason why the receipt was not 
given at first, was that the padlocks were of an inferior quality, 
and had to be returned. That since proper padlocks were 
furnished the Superintendent had not refused to receipt for 
them, and that now the bill has been paid. 

(Minutes, June 21,18'1'1, p. 139.) 
Accepted. 
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Removal of House on Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT then presented plans for the removal of the 
three-story frame dwelling honse on Riverside Avenue, near 
One hundred and eleventh Street, and the coustruction of a 
foundation on the new site to which it is to be removed; and 
he moved that the Board approve of said plans, and that the 
Treasurer be author:zed to issue orders for the work. 

(Minutes, April 25, 1877, p. 782.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would. 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11.30 
.o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 18th inst. at 9 o'clock 
Ad!£. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 

-{ 
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WEDNESDAY , JULY 18th, 1877. 

REGULAR MEETlNG-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present~Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of July 11th, 1877, 
were read and approved. 

The following communications were then presented and read: 

James S. Carlyle. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by His Honor 
the Mayor on the 11th inst.: 

Resolved, That permi8sion be and the same is hereby given to James S. Carlyle 
to place and let for hire a weighing machine at the southwest corner of Fifth 
Avenl)e and Fifty-ninth Street, subject to the rulps and regulations of the Depart
ment of Public Parks; such permission to be granted only upon the consent of 
the Department of Public Parks being obtaiued therefor. 

(Minutes, June la, 1877, p. 106.) 

Filed. 

Rent of Offices, 1876. 

From the Comptroller, stating that there is a balance due 
the New York Mutual Gas Light 'Company of $625 for rent of 

premises, No. 36 Union Square, for the two quarters ending 
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August and November 1st, 1876, and that as the appropriation 

for" Maintenance, 1876," is exhausted, application should be 

made to the Board of Apportionment for the transfer of some 

unexpended balance to that fund to enable the Finance De

partment to pay the claim. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS then ofi'erea the following resolu-

tion: 

, Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, requested 
to make application to the Board of Estimate and Apportion

. ment for the transfer of six hundred and twenty-five ($625) 
dollars from the appropriation for" Maintenance of Parks and 
Places, 1875," to the appropriation for" Maintenance of Parks 
and Places, 1876," in order to enable said bill of the New York 
Mutual Gas Light Oompany to be paid. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

3gree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-OommissionersMartin, Stebbins, 'Venman, Wetmore 

-4. 

:\;luseum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the ap

plication of Messrs. Morton, Chesley & Co., for 11 payment of 

$15,000 on account of the contract for the construction of cases 

an the Museum of Natural History building, and recommending 

that a payment of $12,000 on account be made the contractor. 
(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 156.) 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintending Archi

tect be directed to prepare and submit an estimate on account 

and not exceeding $12,000 in favor of said contractors. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, vVenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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John Reynolds, laborer. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that John Rey

nolds, a laborer in Foreman Van Riper's gang, had been absent 

four days on account of sickness, and that he desires to be res
tored. 

Accompanying this report are the certificate of the physician 

who attended Reynolds and a letter from Foreman Van Riper. 

The PRli:SIDENT moved that John Reynolds be restored. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Canada Thistle, 

From the Superintendent of Parks, enclosing a report of the 

Foreman of Gardeners in relation to the appearance of the 

Canada thistle in Central Park and stating that they had been 
eredicated. 

Received and filed. 

Swedish School House. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the bill for 
taking Q.own and delivering at the Central Park the building 
known as the Swedish School House, has been sent him for 
certification, but that he is unable to certify the same before 

the building has been fully erected and completed on the 
Park. 

(Miuutes, April 18, 1877, p. 758.) 

The Landscape Architect, who was presen:, stated that there 

is no reaf>onable doubt but that the building hits been delivered 

by the contractor as directed by the Board, and he recom" 
mended' that payment be made of said bill in full. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that payment in full be made 
to the contractor for removing and delivering said building, 
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The PRESIDENT put the qu:)stioD, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, a 

majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wet
more-4. 

Bronx River A venue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 

the application of Mr. W. W. Booth and others to open 

Brunx River Avenue thirty feet wide, and stating that the pro

posed street will furnish a very useful and convenient route 

from Eastchester to Yonkers, via' 1Voodlawn, and that under 

the law (Chapter 436, Laws of 1876) it liEls entirely with the 

Department to decide whether it shall be opened now, hut that 

the purpose of the applicants was not to have the street 

legally opened, but to have a road worked upon it. 

Accompanying said report is a sketch of the avenue III 

question. 
(Minutes, July 11th, 1877, p. 158,) 

. The PRESIDENT moved that the Civil ~nd Topographical 

Engineer be directed to notify the petitioners and all persons 

interested in the opening of said avenue, that the Department 

will receive their petition, if they w.i,.;h to have legal proceed

ings for acquiring the title of the lrmd commenced now. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirml»tive, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wet

more-4. 
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Dennis Geohegan, laborer. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third awl Twenty

fourth Wards in relation to increasing the pay of Dennis 
Geohegan, laborer in charge of stables in the Twenty-third 

and Twenty-fourth Wards, from $1.50 to $1.75 per day. 
Received and filed. 

Repairs to Cedar street Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, requesting workmen to make tpe repairs to 
Cedar street Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to detail men from his force to repair Cedar street 
Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Extra Time to Laborers 23d Bnd 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, in relation to the pay of certain laborers who 

have worked overtime in receiviug trap rock and trap rock, 
screenings delivered by Mr. John A. Bonker, contractor. 

Filed. 

Gates at Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 
design for gates acrORS the carriage way and foot ways, at the 
ends of the draw on the 'rhird Avenue Bridge, and estimating 
the cost of erecting the same at $275. 

(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 654.) 
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Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Civil and Topograph

ical Engineer be directed to submit detail drawings and speci

fications for such gates to be placed on Third Avenue Bridge, 
which shall be not less than four feet high, and, if possible, 
so constructed as to work automatically, with the opening and 

closing of the draw, and that when such specifications, &c., are 

submitted, and approved the Treasurer be authorized to issue 

an order for the work. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

t hereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Co.nmissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Drainage 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Top<?graphical Engineer, requesting that 
an inspector be appointed upon the work of construction of 

drains near Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth W ar~l. 
(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 155.) 

Received and filed. 

Concord .A. venue. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer and Surveyor of Street 

Openings and Improvements, in relation to reletting the con
tract for regulating and grading Concord A venue, from Home 

Street to Westchester Road, in the Twenty-third Ward. 
(Minutes, June (i, 1877, p. 86.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preamble and 

resolution :-
Whereas, James Finegan, the contractor for regulating and 

grading Concord Avenue, from Home Street to Westchester 
,Hoad, and his assignees, have abandoned the work, and have 
been duly served by the Board of Commissioners of the De
partment of Puplic Parks, with a notice to discontinue all work 
under saifi contract, 



July 18, 1877. ] 169 

Refiolved, That the work be relet as provided for in the con
tract in case of an abandonment of the work, and that the 
engineer. in charge of improvements authorized by the 
Trustees of the late Town of Morrisania, be directed to pre-; 
pare at once an estimate of the amount of work required 10 com
plete the contract, and that the Secretary be directed to adver
tise the work for relettillg under the former specification as 

).- sOOn as said estimate is prepared. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commiflsioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore, 

-4. 

Michael Hogan, Messenger . 

. From Michael Hogan, messenger, Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, asking to be allowed full time and pay for time 
lost while absent on June 18th and 19th iusts., on account of 

the death of his brother. 
The PRESIDENT moved that Michael Hogan be allowed full 

time and pay as requested. 

Adopted. 

John McLaughlin, Messenger. 

From John McLaughlin, messenger, asking to be allowed 
full time and pay for time lost while absent on account of 

sickness. 
From the Disbursing Clerk, endorsing said application. 
The PRESIDENT moved that John McLaughlin be allowed fnll 

time and pay Jl>S request~d. 

Adopted. 
Improvement of Park~. 

Garden Schools. etc. 

From Edward Seguin, M. D., in relation to establishing 

garden schoo~ in. the :parks. 
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From Mr. Oliver P. Hubbard, Recording Secretary of the 

New York Academy of Sciences, enclosing resolutions ,adopted 

by that body, on June 18th, 1877, relative to the uses of the 

parks. 
()Iinutes, June 20, 1877, p. 120.) 

Referred to the Landscape Architect to report. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Theodore Weston, for the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art, in relation to defective drainage at the Museum of Art 

building, stating that" the difficulty seems to arise from defect

" ive exterior drainage; and in such view it, in my opinion, 
" does not seem a proper charge against the Museum fund, and 
"I cannot therefore approve the expenditure. I have no 
" doubt, however, of its necessity, and the wisdom of immediate 

" correction as suggested." 
(Minutes, July 11th, 1877, p. 152.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 

issue orders for the work, as recommended by the Superintend

ing Architect at the last meeting, the cost thereof to be charged 
to the museum fund, and that Mr. Weston to be notified of the 
action of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-":Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, ,\Venman, Wetmore, 

-4. 
Museum of Art. 

From Mr. C. Yaux, Architect, recommending that an order 
be issued for the following additional items of plasterer's work, 

at the Museum of Art Building, and estimating the cost 
thereof at $66 : 

Additions at base of ribs to coves of Picture Gallery cornices. 
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Additions to terminals in ornaments in large panel of central hall. 

Endorsed: "Approved for the Trustees. THEODORE W ES

TON." 

The PR~SIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 

issue orders for the work, the cost thereof not to exceed $66. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agi'ee to said me>tion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

House on Riverside Avenue. 

From Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors, stating that 
a certain house en Riverside Avenue obstructs the progress of 
their work, and that they will be compelled to hold the city 
responsible for the damage thus unnecessarily imposed upon 
them. 

(Minutes, July 11,1877, p. 162.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that the house referred to is the same 
for the removal of which the Board, at its last meeting, ap
proved plans, etc., and he moved that the communication be 

received and filed. 
Adopted. 

Riverslde Ayenue-Dry Wall. 

From Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors, complaining 
of the manner in which they are compelled to build dry wall, 
as not being in accordance with the specifications in their con
tract, and stating tcat they sh9.11 claim compensation to cover 
the increase of cost by reason of the alleged change in the 
character of the work. 

The· PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received, 
and referred to the Superintending Engineer of Riverside 

A venue for his report. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 
~4. 

N. Y. Orthopcedic Dispensary. 

From Newlin M. Schaffei-, M. D., Surgeon to the New York 

Orthopmdic Dispensary, requesting: on behalf of the Board of 
Trustees, that the inmates of that institution (children under 
fourteen years of age), be granted the privilege of using, for one 

hour 01' two, once or twice a week, for play and recreation, a 
portion of the Central Park. 

(Minutes, June 9, 1876, p. 98, and May 31, 1877, p. 81.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that the request came within the gen
eral rules and regulations adopted by ~he Board relating to 

the use of the Ea8t Green, and he moved that the communi
cations be receiveR and filed. 

Adopted. 

Drinking Fount.ain at Sixth Avenue Park, Thirty-fifth Street. 

The Landscape Architect reported verbally upon the appli

cation of Mr. J. W. Fiske on behalf of Mrs. John Jacob Astor, 
for permission to erect a drinking fountain at the Park bound
ed by Sixth Avenue, Broadway and Thirty-fifth Street; and 

he recommended that a site for the fountain be designated on 
the edge of the sidewalk on the north side of Thirty-second 

Street, midway between Broadway and Sixth Avenue, opposite 

the entrance to the Park. 
(Minutes, June 20th, 18'7'7, p. 123.) 

The PRESIDENT ,moved that the site recommended by the 
Landscape Architect be designated f0l' such fountain. 

( 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
"), -4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Angell. &; Blake Mfg. Co., heating and 

ventilating ........ , ............... Museum of Art .. . 

Am. Dist. Telg. Co., rent and services ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &;P ........ 

Bell, Thomas, harne"s repairs, ......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas .........•.. Harlem RB.,Reps. 

Impt., and M .. 

Croes, .J. James R. petty expenses ... " . SnrV'eying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Goleman, John, labor ................ Mainl., &;c., 23d &; 

$1,200 00 

35 42 

1 50 

60 00 

38 51 

24th Wards ... '. 114 01) 

Cummings, M., labor ............. ' ... Maiut., &;c., 23d & 

24thWards.... 9150 

Devlin, John B., pipe and gravel. ...... City Pal'kg Irupt. 

Fund. . . .. . . . . $528 72 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &;P........ 50951 

--- $1,038 23 

Dodworth's Band, music ..........••. Music, Central Pk. 275 00 

Egan, K. & Co., waste ....... '" ........ Harlem RB.,Reps. 
Impt. and M.. . ~5 (JO 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &OP.,....... 5 00 

10 00 
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Foster &; Co., meat and vegetables ..... Maint. and Govmt, 

P. &; P ..... ,. . . $229 65 

Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M. . . 5 00 

Grafulla, C. S., music ..............••• Music, Central Pk. 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas.. . ........ Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M .. 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. And P ..... " 

Holbrook, E. F. &; Bros., glass ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ...•...... Maint. and Govm't 

P.&P ....... . 

Mainl., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Maint. and Govm't 

$50 00 

12 50 

$89 99 

13 01 

P. & P., 1875.. . 1 75 

Jones, Chas. and Thomas P. McQuade, 

labor and materials ................. Brook Ave. sewer, 

Knox, C., hats ...................... Police .......... . 

Lawrence B. 1I., blacksmithing ......... Maint., &c., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Martin, J. M. C. &; Sons, dusters .... , .. Maint. and Govmt 

P. &; P ....... . 
Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, June, 

etc ............................... Maint. and Govrn't 

P. & P ...... . 

Miller, M. M., Trees ...............• ,City Parks IlIlpt. 

Fund ........ . 

Morgan, J. Pierrepont, Treas., expenses 

Mus. Nat. Hist .................... Maint. and Govm't 

P& P ....... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, June .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. &P ....... . 
N. Y. & N. J. Globe Gas Light Co., gas, 

June ..... " ..................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

$234 65 

275 00 

62 50 

2 58 

104 75 

5,158 17 

273 15 

23 60 

23 56 

8 76 

uO 00 

1,:n2 68 

808 33 

212 50 
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N. Y. Gas Ligllt Co., gas, June ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

O'Donnell, Frank A., labor and matrls ... City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd.,., ..... 

Scott, D., fish ......•..............••. Maint. and' Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Watson Mfg, Co., iron and labor ........ Museum of Art .. . 

Watson Mfg. Co., iron and labor ........ Museum \JfNatural 

History ....... . 

Wheatly, R. R., hay, straw aud oats .•.• Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Weeks, Fredk., labor ................. Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Wilkinson, James, labor ....•••..••.•.. Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Worrall, L., Assignee, saw ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .....• 

Young, Chas. C., bread, June ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

RECAPITULATION. 

$331 50 

2,2'78 70 

20 15 

8,160 00 

2,00000 

64 06 

106 00 

106 60 

4 95 

50 32 

$23,926 0'7 

Mltintenance and Government of Parks and Places ••.. ' . •• $3,011'7 40 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ..... , . ............... 519 6'7 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ........ . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ......•.. 

Music-Central Park ................. ' .. ., .......... . 

Musenm of Art ........................ ' ............ . 

Mu~eum of Natural Hlstory .......................... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund .....................•.. 

Police .•..........................••.............. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 1875 ..... 

Brook A venue Sewer ....... " ........•...••.......••• 

120 00 

38 51 

550 00 

9,350 00 

2,00000 

2,811'7 42 

273 11\ 

1 75 

5,158 17 
---$23,9260'1 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty.three thousand nine hundred 

and twenty.six dollars and seven cents. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, 

JA8. F. WENMAN, 
t Auditin:J 
f Committee. 

New York, July 18, 18'1'1. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Pipe Sewer Contract, Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT submitted an estimate prepared by the En

gineer in charge of the construction of pipe sewers in Central 

Park (Frank A. O'Donnel, contractor), amounting to $2,278.70, 
on account of the final payment to said contractor. 

(Minutes, March 21, 1877, 703.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said estimate be ap

proved and transmitted to the Finance Department for pay
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
·.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Police Trials-Gatekeeper Charles Bernhard, Patrolmen Heflry Seymour and 
George Walker. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that he had tried the fol

lowing-named officers of the police force upon the charges 

stated below, that he found them guilty, and rec'Ommended 
that each be fined one day's pay, viz. : 

Charles Bernhard, gatekeeper, charged with rude and uncivil 

conduct in taking flowers from a lady at the Seventh Avenue 

and Fifty-ninth Street entrance to the Park. 
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Henry Seymour, patrolman, charged with using rude and 

uncivil language, and being guilty of conduct unbecoming an 
officer. 

George Walker, patrolman, charged with using his club un
necessarily in making an arrest. 

CommiE.Sioner WENMAN moved that the report be accepted 

and the recommendations of the President adopted; and that 
he be requested in communicating this action, to issue an 
order to be read to the force, directing their attention to the 
necessity of courteous and civil conduct to all visitors to the 
Park. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the a.ffirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners MartiD, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of Commissioner WENMAN, the Board adjourned 
at 10:45 o'clock, A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 25th inst., at 

- 9 o'clock, A. M. 

GEO. C. COFFIN, 
Ass't- Sec'y, D. P. P. 

\ 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 23th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WEN MAN. 

On motion of Commissioner STEBBINS the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting of the 18th instant was dis
pensed with. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the opening of the propoaals for the construc

tion of a bridge ovpr the Harlem river, at the intersection of 
Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Str'3et be 
further adjourned until Wednesday, the 8th day of August, 
1877, at 9:130 A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, July 11th, 1877, p. 145.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resQlution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voti~g m 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clo~k A. M. Mr. Henry J. 
Storrs, General Clerk in the Finance Department, attended on 

behalf of the Comptroller? who had been duly notified, and the 
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meeting being opened to the public, the President of the De

partment announced to those present, and to those of the 
bidders who desired' to be present, that the opening of the 
proposals for the construction of the iron bridge over the 

Harlem River, at the intersection of Madison Avenue and 
One hundred and thirty-ninth Shoed, was adjourned until 

Wednesday, the 8tl.. day of August, next, at 9:30 o'clock A. M. 

at the office of the Department,36 Union Square, New York 
City. 

He then, in the presence of Mr. Storrs, and of such of the 

parties making proposals as desired to be present, opened the 

estimate-box, and then and there publicly opened and read all 

estimates or proposals which had been re~eived in pursuance 

of advertisements dnly published in the Oity Rec01'd, for laying 
a new floor on Third A venue Bridge. 

(Minutes, June 20, 18'77, p. 12t.) 

The following proposals were received: 

-------_. --~ 

I PRICE PER 1,000 F'r. 

I BOARD MEASCRl<J OF' 
NAME OF RIDDER. I NEW Fl,OORI"G LAID. 

1.. Holmes Brothers ............................... 'I 

2 .. Daniel Sullivan .... ; ...............•........... 
3 .. F.H.Fellows&C9 ............................. : 
4.. John Angus .....•....... ' ...... '" .......... . 
I).. Van Alstyne & Smith ...... ' .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. "'1 
6 .. WilliamP.Kelly .............................. , 
7.. D. F. Gibb and Patrick O'Reilly ... " ....... " .. . 
8 .. John Mullins ........................... . 
9 •• James·Brady ................................ . 

10.. Thomas Overington ........ : ................. . 
11.. John Kirby ..................... ' ....... . 
12 .. Peter Hughes ................................. ' 
13 .. John Snape .................................. . 
14.. William Brennen. . ........................... . 
15 .. William Brennen ................... , ........... . 

$37 9U 
47 50 
50 00 
45 00 
39 00 
42 50 
a6 75 
82 50 
41 60 
;~9 (JO 
44 00 

250 00 
50 00 
37 40 
37 50 

Mr. Storrs, the bidders and others, who were present, then 
retired. 
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The following communications were then presented and read: 
• 

Map of Sewerage Districts in 23d and 24th Wards. 

From General George S. Greene, Engineer, reporting that he 
had examined the plan for the sewerage district lying west of 

Rider Avenue, One hundred and forty-third Street, Third 

Avenue and Corrrtland Avenue, to One hundred and fifty

second Street, in the Twenty-third Ward, prepared by the 
Civil and Topographical Engineer, .that it is a proper C plan 
for the sewerage of that district, that the details of the sewers 

are fully shown on the plan, and are approved by him. 

(~'[jnutes, July 11, 1877, p. 150,) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Tbat the map or plan for the sewerage district in 
the Twenty-third Ward lying west of Rider Avenue, One 
hundred and forty-third Street, Third Avenue and Courtland 
Avenue, to One hundred and fifty-second Street, entitled 
"Plan of drainage for sewerage district No. 31 A, in the 
Twenty-third Ward of the City of New York," dated" New 
York, 11 July, H177," and signed" J. J'. R. Croes, Civil and 
Topographical Engineer, D. P. P.," be, and hereby is, approve I, 
that same be filed, and that similar maps or plans be tiled in 
the following offices, viz. : the Office of the Common Council, 
the Office of the Comptroller, the Health Department and the 
Department of Public Works. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Boal'a would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined iu the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 'Venman-3. 

Museum of Natural History, 

From Mr. J. V. Donvan, contractor for the cal'pen~er work 
of the Museum of Natural Hi!'ltory Building, asking for a pay

ment on account of his contract of $9,000. 

Endorsed on said application is the report of the Superin-
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tending Architect, recommending that Mr. Donvan be paid 

$8,000 on account. • 

(Minutes, May 9, 187i, p. 20.) 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Superintending Archi
tect be authorized and directed to prepare and submit an esti
mf..te in favor of J. V. DOllvan, contractor, on account, and not 
exceeding $8,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board vuting in favor 
thereof, as foHows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Annin & Co., flag .................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Bliss, Geo. R., electric pen, etc ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 

Callahan, Wm., laborer ....•........ , .Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Copeland & Bacon, elevator ........... Museum of Art. .. 

Early & Lane, brooms and matches ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. und P ..... . 

Gatchel, A. S., rubber washers ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Jube, John P. & Co., shafts and rims .. '. Maint. fIld Gov't 

P. and P ..... . 

Keuffel & Esser, drawing materials ..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... , 

$10 00 

65 00 

106 00 

459 65 

20 25 

8 00 

9 50 

$12 56 

11 20 
~3 76 
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Kerr, W. J., moving Swedish school-

house ............................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......••• 

McEntee, Francis, labor and materials .• MuseumNat. Hist. 

Mott. J. L., Irou Works, iron swivels ... Maint. 'and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

Moffat, David &; Co. ,,leather ..••....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, corn, etc ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Murphy &; Nesbit, sand and lime ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Pratt, Chas. &; Co., oil ..•............. Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. and 

$12 42 

Maint......... 1 35 

Prentice, James, repairs to instrument .• Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Pierce, F. O. <k Co., paints, oils, and 
tnrpentine. . .. . ................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. and 

Maint ........ . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... . 

Museum Nat. Hist. 

Museum of Art ... 

$37 36 

1 44 

311 40 

10 

19 

-----
Rogers, H. A.; files, cups and hay forks,. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ....... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt, and 

$26 78 

Maint.......... 10 

Valentine, Ebenezer, coal .............. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

$990 00 

791 00 

2 25 

12 86 

:n822 

2 110 

13 77 

3 1i0 

74 49 

26 88 

2 50 
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Vaux, Calvert, commissions ...........• M uaeum of Art .•• 

Watson Mfg. Co., labor aud materials ... Museum Nat. Hist. 

Wright, Greeu, grading, etc ............ Gradiug Boston 

Ave., between 

3rd Ave. and N. 

E. side 165th 

Street ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ............... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ....... . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ....... . 

Museum of Art ...................................... . 

Museum of Natural History ...........•............•.. 

Grading Boston Avenue between 3d Avenue and northerly 

side 165th Street .............. < ••••••••••••••••••• 

[ Wednesday, 

$525 14 

108 50 

1,036 60 

2 89 

16 06 

1,337 34 

12,791 10 

837 50 

$877 50 

12,000 00 

837 50 f 

$16,655 13 

----- $16,655 13 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixteen thousand six hundred and 

fifty-five dollars and thirteen cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, July 25th, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t A1tditing 
JAB. F. WENMAN,), Oommittee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 
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Telegraph Line. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the agreement with the Gold and 
Stock Telegraph:Co. for telegraphic communication between this 
Gffice and the Central Park expires on the 1st of August next, 
and he moved that the subject of renewing said agreement be 

referred to Commissioner Wenman to examine and report. 
Adopted. 

Rotary Boat on Lake in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT' stated that Mr. David R. Smith had applied 
to him for permission to place a rotary boat on the Lake in 
Central Park. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the application of Mr. 
Smith be refused. 

Adopted. 

Boston .Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT presented the assessment list for the work of 
grading and re-setting curb, gutter and flagging on Boston 
Avenue from Third Avenue to the northerly side of One hun
dred and sixty-fifth Street, together with the statement of the 
amount and cost of the work, and moved that they be signed 
by the Commissioners and transmitted to the Board of Asses
sors. 

(Minutes, May 2, 18'7'7, p. 4.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the memhers of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 1st of August, 1877, 
at 9 o'clock A. "M. 

W;M, IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 

· I 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1st, 1877. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 
" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings, of the 18th and 25th 
July, 1877, read and approved. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Grand St. Park. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which had been approved by his 
Honor the Mayor, on the 27th ultimo, viz. : 

Re,~Qlved, That the Park, situated at the juuction of East Broadway and 
Grand Street, be opened to the use of the public. under sneh rules and regu
lations as may be prescribed by the Department of Public Parks. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Grand Street Park, at the interi;ection of 

Grand Street and East Broadway, be opened to the public 
each afternoon and evening, from 2 o'clock to 10 o'clock, until 
the end of September next. 

Adopted. 

City Hall Park Fountain. 

From the Clerl~ of the Commop OouDcil, forwarding a copy 
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of the following preamble and resolution, which had been ap
proved by his Honor the Mayor, on the 27th ultimo, viz. : 

Whereas, The outside basins of the Fountaiu. in the City Hall Park, are so 
constructed as to be nearly flush with th e flagging in the Park walks, and as 
they are unprotected, are extremely dangerous, as persons walking in the Park 
are liable to fall into th~m; be it therefore 

Re.,olved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be and 
are hereby requested to place proppr protection or safeguards around the Fountain 
in front of the Jity Hall. in the Park, in order to prevent persons from being 
drowned therein, as the water in the basins of the Fountain is fully five feet in 
depth, and quite recently two children, who had fallen therein, were rescued from 
drowning by the police. 

(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 148.) 

The PRES!DENT stated that to place proper railings, to corres
pund with bronze work of the fountain, would cost about 

$1,500. That the Department of Public Works is unable to 
supply a sufficient head of water at the fountain to enable it 
to play. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that said fountain be 
closed, and all the water drawn from the basins. 

Adopted. 

Museums of Art and Natural History. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, 
adopted by that Board on the 16th ultimo, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Comptroller be and he is hereby authorized to issue, from 
time to time, as may be required, and at such rates of interest as he may deter
mine, not exceeding seven per cent. per annum, "Museums of Art and Natural 
History Stock," authorized by Chapter 290, Laws of 1871, and on account of 
requisition of the Department of Public Parks, dated September 9, 1875, twenty
five thousand dollars. 

(Minutes, April 25, 11;77, p. 772.) 

Filed. 

Surveying, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, &c. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate aud Appor
tionment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, 
adopted by that Board on the 23d ultimo, viz. : 

Resolved, That the sum of ten thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby 
transferred frOID the followin!\, appropriations for the Department of Public Parks 
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for the year 1876, the same being in excess of the amounts required for the pur
poses and objects thereof, viz. : 

" Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, Improvement and Maintenance," $8,915 55 
" Surveying, Laying Out, M0numeuting, etc., North End of the 

Island and Twenty-third and Twenty.fourth Wards" .... ,. . . . 1,084 45 

Total. .......... " . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . • •. . . . .. . . . . . . $10.000 00 

-to the appropriation for "~urveyiug, Laying Out, and Honumenting Twenty. 
third and Twenty-Fourth Wards, including North End of thi8 Island," 1877, 
which is insufficient. 

(Minntes, July 11th, 187'7, p. 148.) 

Filed. 

154th Street. 

From the Health Department, complaining of the condition 
of the north side of 154th Street for 100 feet west from Elton 
Avenue. 

Also from the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth "r ards, reporting that the defect arises from 
the sidewalk not being filled in to the grade of the street, and 
from a cess-pool 'in the -l'ocks above the street. That when 
the sidewalk is properly filled in the water can be drained off. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that notice be given to the 

owners, lessees and occupants on said portion of One hundred 
and fifty-fourth Street, to fill in the sidewalk, and that the 
Health Department be informed of the cause of the defect. 

Adopted. 

Drainage at Tremont, 24th Ward. 

From the Health Department, complaining of the drainage 
of the district near Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

Also from th~ Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 
he has examined the district complained of, that the complaint 
is well founded; that to remedy the evil, a thorough examina
tion of the location and condition of existing sewers and drains 
is necessary; that such an examination is now being made, 
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and that a report and pla.n for the work needed will be pre
sented to the Board as soon as practicable. 

Filed. 

Estimate for 1878. 

From the Comptroller of the city, requesting that the De
partmental Estimates for 1878, be furnished to the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment on or before the first day of Sep
tember, 1877. 

Referred to the President to prepa.re and submit to the 
Board a draft of the Departmental Estimates. 

Claims of Engineers, &c. 

From the Comptroller of the City, forwarding an opinion 
of the Counsel to the Corporation, wherein he advises, that 
under the provisions of Section 8, Chap. 604, Laws of 1874, 
the Engineers, &c., employed by this Department upon the 
work of surveying and laying out the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards and the North end of the Island, are entitled to 
receive interest upon the salaries due to them on the 5th day 
of June, 1874, and asking this Department if it considers the 

. claims valid, to make requisition for their payment. 
(Minutes, Feb'y. 3, 1875, p. 505.) 

The PRESIDENT stated, that as the amounts due to said em
ployes for interest, depended upon the dates on which their 
salaries were paid, he had written to the Finance Department 
asking that.information, and he moved that the matter be laid 

over until he received a reply. 
Adopted. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

From the Comptroller of the City, stating that Mr. John 
Mullins, who presented a proposal for re·flooring the Third 
Avenue Bridge, is in default to the City in the matter of a con
tract for 5,000 barrels of Portland cement, awarded to him by 
the Department of Docks, on the 4th August, 1876. 

(Minutes, July 25, 1877, p. 180.) 

Filed. 

( 
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Museum of Art 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting upon the 
complaint of Mr. James Brady, assignee of Mr. Joseph C. 
Brady, concerning the delay to which he has been subjected in 
completing his contract for the ~arpenter work of the Museum 

\ of Art Building. 
(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 156.) 

Filed. 

Central Park. Flow of water from Eighth Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that on account 
of the grade. of Eighth Avenue, from Ninety-second Street and 
One hundred and fifth Street, towards'One hundredth Street, 
the water after every rain storm flows into the Central Park 
at the entrance at One hundredth Street. That the receiving 
basins in the park are not more than sufficient to drain the 
wat~r from the drives; and that the water from Eighth Avenue 
does considerable damage to the drives. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Department of Public Works 
be requested to have proper receiving basins and culverts con
structed on Eighth Avenue, between Ninety-second Street and 
One hundred and fifth Street, to prevent the water from flowing 
into the Park. 

Adopted. 

Gravel for roads in Central Park. 

From the Superintendent ~f Parks, stating that he requires 
from 3,500 to .4,000 cubic yards of screened gravel for the 
roads in Central Park. 

Referred to the President. 

Plans of Casino . 

From the Superintending Architect, stating that Mr. Long
street, Treasurer of the Public: Parks at Providen~e, R. I., 
has requested that copies of the plans of the Casino be given 
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to him, and that the expense of making said copies would be 
about $10 to $12. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that Mr. Longstreet's request 
be complied with, and that the Superintending Architect be 

directed to have copies of the plans of said building made for 
that purpose. ( 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

John ~mith. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that John 
Smith, a painter in the employment of the Department, ·has 
been absent since the 20th of July, uIto., on account of sick
ness, and now desires to return to work. 

The PRESIDENT moved that John Smith, painter, be re
stored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the· Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Hoard voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4:. 

Riverside Avenue. Dry'!all. 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue 
construction, reporting upon the complaint of Messrs. Decker 
& QuintaI'd, contractors, conc{>rning the manner in which they 
are required to build dry stone wall, and claiming additional 
compensation therefor, in which he says, " as no changes liave 
" been made, and the specifications adhered to by me to the 
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" letter, I consider their prospective claim for additional com
" pensation untenable." 

(Minutes, July 18, 18'77, p. 171.) 

Filed. 

Concord Avenue. 

tlFrom the Engineer in charge of improvements authorized by 
the Trustees of the town of Morrisania prior to January 1st, 
1874, submitting the following estimate of work yet to be done 
to complete the regulating and grading of Concord Avenue, 
from Home (One hundred and Sixty-seventh) Street to West
chester (Aver::ue) Road, viz. : 

14,700 cubic yards of embankment. 
~,OOO " "earth excavation. 
6,000 " "rock " 

all other quantities, the same as in the original contract. 
(Minutes, July 18, 18'7'7, p. 168.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said estimate be approved and 
filed. 

Adopted. 

Exchange of a Lion for Guanacos. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that he can ex
change a young lion, born in the Menagerie on June 22, 1873, 
for a pair of guanacos, at present on exhibition and owned by 
Messrs. C. Reiche & Brother, and recommending that the ex
change be made. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Director of the Menagerie be 
authorized to make the exchange as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affir:ma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

4¥es-90mmis!lioners Martin, Stebbins! Wenman, W ~tIllOl'e~ 
4. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, approving, on behalf of the 
Committee on Plans of the American Museum of Natural His
tory, of the laying of a water pipe to the Museum of Natural 
History building, at a cost not exceeding $530. 

(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 152.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, on behalf of the Committee 
on Plans of the American Museum of Natural History, approv
ing of the follo~ing additional and extra work; viz. : 
I.-Adding felt to keep out dust on railing cases, gallery floor, at a cost 

not exceeding .... , . . .. . . . . . . .. . .. ........... .. ............. $75 00 
2.-Putting in ground glass at back of upright cases instead of fluted 

glass, at an additional cost not exceeding. . . . . .. ........... .•... $25 00 

Referred to the Supe~intending Architect for his report. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Theodore Weston, on behalf of the Trnstees of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, protesting against the aetion of 
the Board in directing the cost of the drainage from the 
Museum of Art building, which is outside the building, being 
charged to the Museum fund. ' 

(Minutes, July 18, 1877, p. 17Q.) 

Filed. 

Mott A venue. 

From Mr. M. C. Turner, on behalf of himself and other resi
dents on the line of Mott Avenue, in the Twenty·third Ward, 
requesting that the Department would furnish them with a 
su~cient quantity of broken stone to cover the road bed which 
they have made in said avenue from One hundred and forty
ninth Street to One hundred and sixty-fifth Street. 

Also from the Superintendent of the Twenty- third and 

Twenty-fo1ll'th Warqs, reporting on flaiq application, and estt .. 

/ 
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mating that a sufficient quantity of stone wi!l cost from $2,225 
to $3,049.80. 

(Minutes, Dec. 20, 1876, p. 482.) 

Laid over. 

Boat Service-License Fee. 

From Mr. T. S. Dick, licensee of the boat service, stating that 
after making certain impl"Ovements, for which he is to be 
allowed credit on account of his license fee for this year, the 
sum of $184 only will remain; that he was authorized in 

addition to lay the walks round the boat-house with a tar pave
ment, but that the lowest bid that he can get for the work is 
$450; and offering to have said pavement laid this year, and 
pay $300 of the cost if the Department will pay $150 of it and 
allow him credit for $116 on account of his licensee fee for 
1818. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon said 
proposition, aud stating that $4:50 is a reasonable amount for 
the work if it is done in a first-class manner. 

(MInutes, July 11, 1877, p. 151.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that on Mr. T. S. Dick laying ttLr 
pavement on said walks in a first class manner, and to the 
amount of $450, that the Department pay for $150 worth of 
the work and allow him credit on his license fee for 187~ for 
the sum of $116. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Benjamin Bates. 

From Benjamin Ba~s, laborer, whQ had been absent from 
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work on account of sickness, since February 15, 1877, asking 
to be restored to work. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks recommending Benja
min Bates as a steady workman. 

Commissioner Wenman, moved that said Benjamin Bates be 
appointed a laborer. 

(Minutes, February 14, 1877, p. 618.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in tllfl affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes -Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Meeting in Tompkins 8quare. 

From Mr. David Conroy and others, requesting permission 

to hold a mass meeting in Tompkins Square on Wednesday, the 

29th July ulto. 
The PRESIDENT stated that after consultation with the mem

bers of the Board and also with the Mayor and Police Depart

ment, he had granted the permission requested, and moved that 

his action be approved. 
Adopted. 

Mt. St. Vincent, 24th Ward. 

From Mr. Thos. C. Cornell, on behalf of the Sisters of 
Charity at Mount St. Vincent, in the 'rwenty-fourth Ward, 
requesting permission to carry a 6-inch water pipe under 

Riverdale Avenue,from the south line of Yonkers City southerly 

about 200 feet, aud then to turn westerly into the grounds of 

Mount St Vincent. 
t...Endorsed on said application is a recommendation from the 
Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards 

that the permission be granted on the condition that the back

filing be done_under his directions, 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the permission requested 

be granted on condition that the work is done and the back

fiilling made under the direction and to the satisfaction of the 

Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes'-:"Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 
-4. 

River:;ide Avenue. 

From Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors, complaining 
of the non-removal of the house at One hundred and twelfth 

Street, on Riverside Avenue, and stating that they claim 
damages for the delay in removing it. 

(Minutes, July 18, 1877, p. 171.) 

Filed. 

Also from Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors, claiming 
compensation for additional hauling (If stone from OIle section 

of their work to the other, which they state is rendered. neces

sary on account of the ilelay of the Department in furnishing 
the plans for the trestle to be built at 86th street. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had received a similar 
communication a day or two before, which he had sent to the 

Superintending Engineer c£ said avenue for his report, and he 
moved that said communication be laid over until his report 

is received. 

Adopted. 

EX"hange of Swans. 

From Mr. D. F. Longstreet, of Provitlence, R. I., offering 

to give to the Department various birds to the value of $65 in 

exchange for a pair of swans. 
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Also from the Director of the Menagerie, stating that the 

Department has a pair of swans which he would like to ex

change for certain birds, a list of which he gives, and the value 

of which is $li5. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the offer of Mr. Long

street be declined, for t~le reason that there are at present too 

few swans in the Park. 

Adopted. 

Third A venpe Bridge. 

From Mr. John Hopkins and others, calling the attention of 

the Department to the necessity of having proper safeguards 

across Third Avenue Bridge, over Harlem River, whenever the 

draw is opened. 
(Minutes, July 18, 1877, p. 167.) 

Filed. 

Sidney H. Conklin. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that the Lieutenant has 

returned Sidney H. Conklin as a special patrolman from and 

including July 21, nltimo; but, that as he has received no 

notice of his appointment, he cannot allow him time on the 

pay-roll. 

The PRESIDENT stated that David Kelly, who had been 

originally appointed on his nomination a special patrolman, 

had resigned; that he had appointed John Monahan in his 

place, but that he had also resigned prior to 20th July ultimo. 

Commissioner WENMAN then moved that Sydney H. Conklin 

be appointed 11 special patrolman in the place of John Mona

han, resigned, and that his appointment take effect from July 

:LOth, 1877. 
(Minutes, June 6,1877, p. 92.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

, ' 
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a majority of aU the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 

Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

John Brennan. 

From Mr. A. A. Hall, complaining of the conduct of John 

Brennan, a laborer employed in the gentlemen's cottage near 
the Dairy in Central Park, and of his not keeping the seats in 
said cottage clean. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had bad the matter investi

gated, and he submitted a;n.d read the evidence in the case. 
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said John Brennan be 

reprimanded and fined three days' pay. 
The PRESIDEN'f put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, !lnd it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows ': 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

S. E. Warren. 

From Mr. S. E. Warren, Draughtsman, asking to be allowed 
full time from the 1Gth to the 21st of July ultimo, during which 
peri9d he was absent on account of sickness. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Warren be allowed full time 
for said days. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm a
tivfl, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin" Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 
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Streets in Riverdale District, 24th Ward. 

From Mr. S. D. Babcock and twenty-one other owners of 

property along the line of, or near the old Riverdale Lane, 

stating that they are aware that certain parties are circulating 

a petition asking the Department to take proceeding to have 

certain streets in that locality opened, and protesting against 

such proceeding, on the ground that it is not necessary to open 

the streets at the present time. 

Filed. 

Removal of a " Stone" of singular formation. 

From Mr. F. C. Havemeyer, asking permission to take a 

" stone" of singular formation from. the road side of the West 

Farms horse railroad, about 100 yards west of the Bouleyal'd, 

where it is now lying. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that permission be grantHd to 

Mr. Havemeyer as requested. 

Adopted. 

Applications for Employment. 

Applications for employment were received from the follow

ing persons and ordered to be filed, viz. : 

From Mr. S. E. Rusk, on behalf of himself. 

Audit. 

" "Bryan Reilly, on behalf of Wm. Bailly. 
" D. G. Orosby, on behalf of Peter Kelly. 
" John Stevenson, on behalf of Horace Orosbv. 
" Henry Mehles, on behalf of himself. . 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit

tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited th~) fol1owiLlg bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Donvan, J. V., carpenter work ......... Museum Natural 
History ..... , S)\8.000 00 

Dodworth, lIarvey B., music .... , .... .Music Oentral 
Park ........ . 260 00 
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Grafulla, C. S., music ................. Mnsic Central 

Park ......... . 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line •...•.............. . .. : ...... Maint. and GOTt. 

P. & P ........ 
Morgan J.' Pierpont, Treas., expenses 

Mus. N. H .•...... ' ................ Maint and Govt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Rogers, H. A., roofing nails and shovels .. City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd ....... .. 

l\'laint. &c. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Rollins, Trne W., iron, copper, and labor. Mus. Nat. Hist. 

Shippel & Son, cases ............•..... Mus. Nat. Hist. 

Wetmore & Co., iron ........ , ...... ~ .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

$3 85 

24 30 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ........ $1,089 53 

Maintenance, &e., 23d and 24th Wards ... , .... ' ........ . 

Music Central Parle ... ,.. . ... , ... ,.. ......... . ... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . . . . . .. . ............ . 

24 30 

530 00 

3 85 

Museum Natural History ........................ , .... 12,602 30 

$270 00 

62 50 

1,023 84 

28 15 

2,634 00 

1,968 30 

3 19 

-----
$14,249 98 

---$14,24998 

Amountb:.g in the aggregate to the sum of fOl1rteen thousand two hundred and 

forty.nine dollars and ninety.eight cents. 

H. G. STEBBINS,} Auditing 
JAB. F. WENMAN, Committee. 

NEW YORK, August 1, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned purchases, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to I)aid :p1otion, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was .I 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

1877. 

June 20 

June 20 I 
to C 

Aug. 1) 

June 20} 
to 

Aug. 1 

June 20} 
to 

Aug. 

Aug. 1 

Jamfs }f'. Wenmall, J're({8Ilrer. 

By balance. . . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $ 205 00 

" cash received from grass. pound, license, 

aud permits ............. , '" ... _... 2,407 16 

DR. 

To cash paid on acct. of Harlem River Im

provement.. .. .. .. .. . .... .... . .. .. .. ... $ 205 I 0 

To cash paid into City Treasury. _ ........... 2,387 16 

" balance ........ , .... _ ... , ........... , . . 20 00 

$2,612 16 

---- $2,612 16 

To cash in drawer. . . .. . . .. ... .. . . .. . . . . . . . . 20 00 

(Signed) 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, Aug. 1, 1877, 

9:30 A. ~[. 

Employes on Military Duty. 

JAS. F. \VENMAN, 

Treasu1'el', D. P. P. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had allowed the undermen
tioned employes, who had been called out on military duty, 
full time :for the days set opposite to their names, viz. : 

George C. Coffin, Assistant Secretary, 24th, 25th, 26th and 
27th July, 1877 ; 

Wm. <;Jushing, Inspector, 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th July, 1877 ; 
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J. F. Perez, Draughtsman, 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th July. 
1877 ; 

Geo. J. Meinell, laborer, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th July, 
1877 ; 

and he moved that his action be approved, and that Geo. J. 
Meinell be restored to work from the 30th July, ultimo. 

'The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Improvement of Parks, Garden School, &0. 

The Landscape Architect, who was present, stated that as he 
understood there were some other communications about to be 
presented to the Board on the same subject as th~~to whillh the 
letters of Edward Seguin, M. D., and Mr. Oliver P. Hubbard 
related, and which were referred to him on the~J8th July, ult., 
he would make a full report when these communications were 
received. 

(Minutes July 18, 1877, p. 169.) 

Treasurer·s account. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Commissioner Stebbins be ap
pointed a committee to examine and audit the Treoasurer's ac
counts from December 12, 1876, up to and including July :Jl, 
1877. 

(Minutes January 6, 1877, p. 523.) 

Adopted. 

Sale of sheep. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the subject of the sale of 
such of the flock of sheep on Central Park, as it was not advis
able to keep, be referred to the President, with power. 

(Minutes June 20,18'7'1, p. 11'1.) 

Adopted. 
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Joseph F. Belton. 

The PRESIDENT then presented a copy writ ot cer'tiomri issued 
from the Superior Court, in the matter of " The People oj the 

II State if New York, ex reI. Joseph F. Belton VB. The Com mis

.. sioners oj the Department of Public Parks qf the City oj New 

York," which had been seTVed on him, directing that a return 
be made of all proceedings relating to the removal of Joseph 
F. Relton, late a clerk in this Department. He also presented 
a copy of various extracts from the minutes in relation to the 
matter, and moved that they be forwarded to the Counsel to 
t·he Corporation as a statement for the return of the Commis
SIOners. 

(Minutes May 31, 1876, p. 83.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, It majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmors· -4. 

Quarterly report. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

The PRESIDENT then presented the report to his Honor the 
Mayor, for the three months ending June 30, 1877. 

(Min~teB, April IS, 1877, p. 756.) 

Commissidber STEBBINS moved that said report be approved 
and that the President be authorized to sign and transmit it 
to his Honor the Mayor. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The Comptroller of the city has informed this De
partment that Mr. John Mullins, who made a proposal for the 
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re-flooring of Third Avenue bridge, is a. defaulter to the city, 
under the provisions of Section 99, Ohapter 335, Laws of 1873. 

Resolved, That the proposal of said John Mullins for the re
flooring of the Third Avenue bridge over Harlem River be, and 
the same is hereby, rejected. 

(Minutes Aug. 1, 18'7'7, p.190.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
\ agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined in 

the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the BQard 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: . 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.7) of Messrs. D. F. Gibb 

and Patrick O'Reilly for the re-flooring of the Third Avenue 
bridge over Harlem River be accepted as the lowest bid; that 
the contract be awarded to said D. F. Gibb and Patrick O'Reil
ly, and that the President be, and hereby, is, authorized to ex
ecute the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes July 25, 18'77, p. 180.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

'hereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 8th of August, 1877, 
at9 o'clock, A. H. 

WH. IRWIN. 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDi\ Y, AUGUST 8, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
. " 

WEN MAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the first instant 
were read and approved. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That the opening of the proposa.!s for the COI1-

struction of a bridge over the Harlem River, at the intersection 
of Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, be 
further adjourned nntil Wednesday, the 19th da,yof Septem
bel', 1877, at 9:30 A. M., at this office. 

(Minutes, July 25th, 1877, p. 179.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M. the meeting being 

opened to the public, the President of the Department an-
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nounced to those present, and to those of the bidders who 

desired to be present, that the opening of the proposals for 

the construction of the iron bridge over the Harlem River, at 

the intersection of Madison A venue and One hundred and 

thirty-ninth Street, was adjourned until Wednesday, the 19th 

day of September next, at 9:30 o'clock A. M., at the office of the 

Department, 36 Union S'quare, New York City. 

The following communications were then presented and 

read: 

Vouchers. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the City, pr('scribing, under the 

provisions of Section 29, Chapter 335, Laws of 1873, that all 

vouchers transmitted to the Finance Department for payment, 

shall bear upon them a written reference to the laws author

izing the expenditures. 

Filed. 

Offices for Supt. 23d &; 24th Wards. 

From the OOUNSEL to the OORPORATION, giving his opmlOll 

npon the rights and powers of the Department in the matter 

of hiring offices for the Superintendent of the Twen~y-third 

and Twenty-fourth Wards, in which he states as follows: 

" I am of opinion that the Department of Public Parks bas 
" no authority to hire offices." 

* * * * * * * * 
" I do not think it was competent for the Oommon Council 

" to adopt the resolution '* * ')f,' requiring the 
" Park Department to remove from the premises hired by it, 
" and occupy others leased by the Common Oouncil. If the 
" principle be admitted, that the Common Council can require 
" a department to occupy particular premises, it would neces
.. sal ily follow that the Common Oouncil can interfere with 
" the management of matters placed in the charge of different 
" departments in other important respects. The law has pre
" scribed to the Department of Public Parks various powers 
" and dutiEls in relation to public improvements in the Twenty-
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" third and Twenty-fourth Wards. If the Oommon Oouncil 
" can require the Department to occupy particular premises 
" situated in either of those Wards, it. could, in its discretion, 
" require it to occupy premises in the lower part of the Oity. 
" It is evident that in sueh case, the efficiency of the Depart
" ment and its POW81' to perform the duty devolved upon it, 
" would be seriously interfered with. Moreover, the power to 
" say where the offices of the Dppartment shall be located, 
" would imply the power to direct and codrol the operations 
" and management of the Department in relation to the various 
" public improvements under its charge. 

" I do not think that under the Oharter of 1870, or under 
"the present Oharter, the OO!llmon Oouncil possesses this 
" power, and, I am of the opinion, that it did not have the 
" power to adopt the resolution referred to ,* * *' 
" requiring the Department to occupy the offices and staLle 
"leased by the Oommon Oouncil." 

(Minutes, May 31st, 1877, p. 79.) 

Oommissioner WETMORE moved that a copy of said opiniclll 

be transmitted to the Oommon Oouncil, together with a state

ment concerning the hiring of the offices at present occupied 

I' by the Department in the Twenty-fourth 'Ward, and that the 

Oommon Council be requested to authorize the lease of said 

offices for the year ending Decem bel' 31st, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in' favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, vVenman, Wetmore 

--4. 

Culverts and Crossings at 148th, l(JOth and 10ist Street, u>1d 3d .AYCnllC. 

From the Health Department, complaining of the condition 

of the culvert across One hundred and forty· eighth Street and 

Third Avenue, and also concerning the street crossing at Oue 

hundred and fiftieth and One hundred and fifty-first Streets 

and Third Avenue. 
Referred to the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th vVanls 

for his report. 
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Museum of Art, shaping grounds, &-c., and approaches. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the grounds 
round the Museum of Art building are in such a shape that 

most of the surface water is carried toward the building. That 

it is necessary to have the grounds for twenty-five to thirty feet 

round the building properly leveled and graded and under

drainage established. 

Also stating that, as the building will soon be completed, the 

approaches to it from the drives of the Park should be fin

ished. 

The PRESIDENT movea that said communication be referred 

to the Landscape Architect, with instructions to prepare and 
submit plans for the grading of the grounds round said build

ing and for the approaches to it. 

Adopted. 

Water Closets at Ball Grounds and Children's Cottage. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that, as 

the pipe sewers in Central Park, recently consti'ucted, are now 

completed, that the earth-closets placed in the Cottage at the 

Ball Ground and in the Children's Cottage be removed and re
placed by water-closets, and estimating the cost at from $160 to . 

$180. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said earth-closets be removed 

and rrplaced by water-closets, and that it be referred with 
power to the Treasurer to have Sftid work done either on 

'rreasurer's orders or by the employes of the Department. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wou'd 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

it majority o£ all Lhe members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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Riverside Avenne. 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue 

construction, reporting upon the communication of Messrs. 
Decker & Quintard, claiming additional compensation for al
leged extra haul of stone. 

(Minutes, Aug. 1, 18'1'1, p. 197.) 

Filed. 

Elton Avenue. 

From the Engineer in charge of improvements, &c., author

ized by Board of Trustees of the late Town of Morrisania, stat
ing that the contract for regulating aDd grading Elton Avenue 
requires the rebuilding of two fire cisterns in front of the 
church which stands on the east side of the Avenue at One 
hundred and fifty-sixth Street. 

That these cisterns, since the introduction of Oroton water 
into the 23d Ward, are useless. 

And asking whether he shall allow the contractor to omit 
from his work the construction of these cisterns and make a 
proportionate reduction in the amount to be paid him. 

(Minutes, March '1, 1877, p. 658.) 

The PREsIDENT'moved that said commullicartion be referred 
to the Counsel to the Corporation, for his advice in the mat
ter, whether the omission of said portion of the work would 
vitiate the assessment on the property benefited. 

Adopted. 

Surveying, &c., 23d'and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, q,pplying for an 
increase in the force in his office, to enable the mOllumenting 
of the districts already laid out and also the drainage plans to 
be proeeeded with. 

(Minutes, August 1st, 1877, p. 188.) 
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Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following resolu
tions: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board, the force now 
employed in the office of the Civil and 'I.'opographical Engi
neer is sufficiently large for all work which it is called on to 
perform. 

Resolved, That the Civil and Topographical Enginetlr be, and 
hereby is, directed to report, at the next meeting of the Board, 
for what districts of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards he would advise plans for sewerage and drainage to be' 
now prepared, and what, if any, additional force he requires 
for this purpose. 

Resolved, That the application of the Civil and Topographical 
Engineer for an increase in the force employed in his office and 
the foregoing resolutions be laid over until nhe next meeting 
of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Mott A venue. 

From Mr. M. C. Turner, on behalf of himself and other res

idents on Mott Avenue, stating that the portion of Mott Ave

nue for which they requested to be furnished broken stone, and 

which belongs to the city, is from One hundred and sixty-fifth 

Street to a point 700 feet south of One hundred and fifty

eighth Street. 
(Minutes, August 1, ]877, p. 194.) 

Commissioner WENMAN then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a sufficient quantity of broken trap-rock 

stone, delivered at the dock, to cover Mott Avenue, from One 
hundred and sixty-fifth Street to a point 700 feet south of One 
hundred and fifty-eighth Street, six inches deep, be purchased 
by contract; that the Secretary insert advertisements therefor; 
that Mr. M. C. Turner be allowed to take said stone, when 
delivered, and spread same on said portion of Mott Avenue, 
free of charge to the Department, and that the Superintendent 
of the Twenty-third and 'I.'wenty-fourth Wards haye said stone 
properly rolled after they are so spread. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 

Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
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Third Avenue Bridge. 

From Messrs. Gibb & O'Reilly, accepting the award of the 

contract for re-flooring the Third Avenne bridge. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, Aug I, 1877, p. 205.) 

Museum or Old Arsenal Building. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, complaining of 
the defective drainage of the basement of the Musenm or Old 
Arsenal Building in Central Park. 

Referred to the Superintending Architect to examine and 

report. 
Inventory. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, submitting an inventory of the 
property of the Department on the 1st of July, 1877. 

(Minutes, February 14, 1877, p. 611.) 

Referred to the Treasurer to examine and repOl't. 

Surveys of Walks and Drains in the Parks. 

From Assistant Engineer F. A. Calkins, asking for an in
crease of h.is force, to enable him to complete the surveys of 
the drains and walks constructed in the parks during the last 

two years. 
Laid over. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Watts Cooke, Receiver of the Watson Manufac

turing Company, stating that their contract for the roofing of 
the Museum of Art building is completed, and asking for their 
final payment on account of said contract. 

Referred to the Superintending Architect. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors for the con
struction of Riverside Avenue, claiming additional compensa

tiqn for an alleged extra haul of stone from one section of the 
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work to the other, and stating thst unless they are allowed 
such additional compensation they will have to stop the work 

on the secti on below eighty-sixth Street. 
(Minutes, August 8, 1877, p. 211.) 

Also from the same, claiming additional compensation for 
the dry stone wall which they are required to build. 

(Minutes, July 18, 1877, p. 17l.) 

Also from the same, requesting that they be furnished, as 

part of the plans of the work, with a tracing of the plan of the 

face of the retaining wall which was exhibited at the time the 

proposals for the work were made. 
Referred to the President. 

Applications for Employment. 

Applications for employment were received from the follow
ing, and ordered to be filed, viz. : 

From Mr. Bernard Smyth, on behalf of James McLean. 

From Mr. J. W. Maclay, on behalf of Matthew Cox. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Oommit
tee, presented the follmving report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval : 

Brennan, Will., plastering ... '" .•.. , .. ~fuseum of Art .. 

Claflin, H. B. &; Co., sewing silk ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P.&P ....... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............ Maint. and Govt. 

P. &; P.. ...... $155 00 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund......... 9 60 

Croes, J. Jas. R., petty expenses ....... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .•.. 

$5,191 56 

21 10 

1t\4 60 

49 83 
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Cook, Ebenezer, chamois ••••••. " .•••• Maint. and Govt. 

P.&;P ........ 

Decker, Nicholas H., & Geo. W. Quin. 

tard" l~bor and materials .......... Impt. and Const. 

Riverside Ave. 

Dodworth, H. B., music .......••..... Music, Central Pk. 

Douglass, W. P., rent, Museum of Art .. Maint. and Govt. 

P.&;P ....... . 

Donaldson, T. &; Son, brass canopies .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &; P ....... . 

Foster,," Co., meat ................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &;P ........ 

Gordon, Robt., Actg. Treas., expenses, 

Museum of Art ............ , ...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &;P ........ 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ Maint. and Govt. 

Jones, Chas., &; Thos. P. McQuade; labor 

P. &;P ..•..... 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .•. 

and materials .................... Brook Ave. Sewer. 

Kelso Bros., coal. .............. '" ... Maint. and Govt. 

P.""P ....... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent to 

August 1st ..................... Maint. and Govt. 

P.&;P ....... . 

Scott, D., fish ....................... Maint. and Govt. 

P.""P ....... . 

Tomes, Francis, &; Co., whistles, police .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. ""P ........ 

$2 50 

13,346 62 

270 CO 

2,000 00 

54 00 

261 25 

774 60 

$74 68 

22 61 
97 29 

11,654 09 

25 75 

1,250 00 

19 60 

17 00 
-----

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ........ $4,655 38 

City Parks Improvement Fund .... , •.......... " ... , .. . 9 60 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ...................... . 

Music Central Park .•.......... , ........ , ............ . 

MusetlIn of Art .. ; ••••• " ..•..••••.•..•... " ••......• 

49 83 

22 61 

270 00 

6,19l 56 

$29,199 69 
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Brook Annue Sewer ......•... '" ....... , ........ ' .. , $5,654 09 

Improvement and Construction, Riverside Avenue ... " . .. 13,346 62 

---129,199 69 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty.nine thousand one hundred 

and ninety.nine dollars and sixty.nine cents. 

(Signed) H. G STEBBINS, } Auditing 
.lAS. F. 'YENMAN, Oommittee. 

New York, August 8th, 1877. 

The PRESIDEN'.r moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned bi.lls, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority vf all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Lamps at Lincoln Monument. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to erect and place two lamp-posts, with 
boulevard lamps, near Lincoln Monument, in Union Square. 

(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 654.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Boa.rd voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

On motion of the President the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock, A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 15th August, 1877, 

at 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13th, 1877. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissione~ MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 8th in8tant 

were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Claims of Engineers, &c. 

From the Comptroller of the city, in relation to the dates of 
payment of the salaries of the Engineers employed in the work 

of surveying and laying out the Twenty-third and Twent.Y

fourth Wards and the north end of the Island, and which were 

due the 5th day of June, 1874. 
(Minute3, August 1, 1877, p. 190.) 

Filed. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

From the Comptroller of the city, as follows: 

"Hon. WM. R. MARTIN, 

"CITY OF NEW YORK, FINANOE DEPARTMENT, } 
H COMPTROJ~LER'S OFFICE, 

"-August 14th, 1877. . 

" President Department Public Parks: 
"Sir,-Certain pay-rolls of George S. Greene, 'Harlem River Engineer,' on 

"account of 'Construction of Bridges over Harlem River.' for the months of 
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"March, IM7, to July, 1877, inclusive, amounting to $1,666.65, have been trans
"mitted to the Finance Department, for which payment has not been made 
" because there are no funds in the treasury from which the bills can be paid. 

" It appears that the said pay-rolls are for preliminary engineering and examin
" ations at the iiite of the prop oiled bridge over the Harlem River, at One hundred 
"and thirty-eighth Street and Madison Avenue, for which the Board of Estimate 
"and Ap}!ortionment authorized the issue of $10,000, bonds, under Chapter 534, 
"Laws of 1871, and Chapter 329, Laws of 1874, at a meeting held March 21st, 
" 1876. 

" The bonds 80 authorized have never been issued, and in view of the fact that 
,. the proposed bridge over the Harlem River is considered of doubtful necessity 
"at this time. aud that the public opinion is opposed to any further increase of 
., the city debt fol' any works which are lJot actually nece,sary for the general 
" pll blic interest, the erection of the bridge will proba hly be postponed . 

. , For this r~ason it seems advisable that no further expense should be incurred 
" in this matter. 

" The amount of honds required to pay his salary up to this time will be issued 
" under the foregoing authority of the Board of Estimate and ApporLionment, and 
"his account closed, but beyond that I shall not deem it propp!, to issue any 
"bonds or make any payments on account of construction of the proposed 
" bridge. 

" Very respectfully, 
"(Signed) H JOHN· KELLY, 

(Minutes, August 8th, 1877, p. 207.) 

Referred to the President. 

Third Avenue Bridge. 

" Comptroller." 

From the Comptroller of the city, in which he states as fol

lows in relation to the proposal of Mr. John Mullins for re

flooring the Third Avenue Bridge, viz. : 

"The body of the bid, the certificate of the notary public, 
" and the names of the sureties, were apparently written by the 
"same person, who signs himself' O. Fel'Ot, Notary Public, 
" , corner l\Iyrtle Avenue and Fulton StreEt, Brooklyn.' 

"Inquiry at the COU1lty Clerk's Office, Brooklyn, discloses 
" the fact that there is no notary public of that name, though 

," it appears that a few weeks ago a person named ()liver 
" Favrot received an appointment of notary public, but failed 
" to qualify." 

(Minutes, August 1, 1877, p. 204.) 

Filed. 

Central Park-Flow of Water from Eighth Avenue. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, stating that he had 

given instruction for the construction of receiving basins on 

j 
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Eighth Avenue at One hundredth Street, as requested by this 
Department. 

(Minutes, August 1, 1811, p. 191.) 

Filed. 
Magaziue for Explosives. 

From the Fire Department, requesting that this Department • 

will grant a hearing to Mr. Charles O'Shay, Assistant Chief of 
the Fire Department, and Mr. Julius H. Striedinger, C. E., 
Instructor of the Corps of Sappers and Miners of said Depart

ment, upon the subject of granting permission to construct 
suitable magazines in some one of the public parks, for the 
storage of explosives for the use of the Fire Department. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, Messrs. O'Shay and Striedinger 
were then received, and they submitted plans of the proposed 

. magazines, and stated that the green in the Central Park 
would be the most suit-able location for the magazines. 

They then retired. 
(Minutes,February 4, 1874, p. 557.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that said subject be re
ferred to the President to report. 

Adopted. 

3d Avenue and other streets in 23d Ward. 

From the Health Department (three communications) com
plaining of the condition of the following streets in the Twenty

third Ward viz.: 
Pavement and gutter of Third Avenue, between One hundred 

and fody-seventh and One hundred and forty-eighth Streets; a 
drain in Hoffman Street, north of Jacob Street; the pavement 
in One hundred and fifty-first Street, between Courtland and 

Railroad Avenue. 
Also, from the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

rrwenty-fourth Wards, reportiug that he had attended to the 
several matters complained of. 

Filed. 
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Culverts and Crossings at 148th, 150th, and 151st Streets and 3.d Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, reporting that on the 31st July and 1st August, 
he had remedied the defects complained of by the Health De
partment, in the culverts and crossings at One hundred and 

forty-eighth, One hundred and fiftieth, and One hundred and 

fifty-first Streets and Third Avenue, but that there will always 

be trouble at One hundred and forty-eighth Street until the 

owners of property there raise the guUers. 
(:3Iinutes, August 8, 1877, p. 209.) 

Filed. 

Surveying, &c., 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting for 
what districts in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards 

he would advise plans for sewerage and drainage to be now 
prepared, and the additional force he would require for the 

purpose. 
(Minutes, August 8, 1877, p. 211.) 

Filed. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then called up and offered the fol

lowing resolution laid over from the last meeting, viz. : 

Re8olved, That in the opinion of this Board, the force now 
employed in the office of the Civil and Topographical Engi
neer is sufficiently large for all work which it is called on to 
perform. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 

negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Noe8-Commissioners Martin, Wenman,. Wetmore-3. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the following additional force in the office ?f 

j 
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the Oivil and Topographical Engineer be appointed at the 
salaries and pay mentioned, viz. : 

One Assistant Engineer ..... at $1,500 00 per annum. 
One Surveyor ............. " 1,500 00" " 
One Assistant Surveyor ..... " 1,200 00" " 
One Draughtsman ....... .. " 1,000 00" " 
One Ohainman ............. " 2 50 per day. 
Four Assistants. .. . ....... " 2 50" " each. 

(Minutes, August 8, 1877, p. 211.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-l. 
Oommissioner WENMAN then moved that the appointment of 

employes to fill said positions be laid over until the next meet
ing of the Board. 

Adopted. 

John Johnson· 

From the Superintendent, reporting that Mr. John Johnson, 
inspector on the work of constructing pipe sewers in Oentral 
Park, cannot be employed after this date, as the pipe sewers 
are completed, but that as Mr. J ohnso~ is a mason, he can be 
empl?yed in that capacity. 

(Minutes, April 25, 1877, p. 782.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. John Johnson be transferred 

from the position of inspector to that of mason, and that his 
pay be fixed at mason's p'1y, viz., $3 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Oommissioner Stebbins-I. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting that the felt, 

requested by the Oommittee on Plans of the American Museum 

of Natural History, to be placed in railing cases in Museum of 

Natural History building, and, also, the substitution of ground 

for fluted glass in the back of the upright cases, are advisable 
works to have ordered at present. 

(Minutes, August 1, 1877. p. 194.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said additional works be ordered, 

and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders therefor. 

The PRESlDENTput the question, 'whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 

-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Morton, Ohesley & 00., applying for further 
payment of $15,000 on account of the contract for cases in the 
Museum of Natural History building. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, recommending that 
payment of the amount asked be made. 

(Minutes, July 18, 1877, p. 164.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintending 
Architect be di-rected to prepare and submit an estimate on 
account of said contract to an amount not exceeding 

$15,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
WetmQre-4. , 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman~ 

I 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting that it is 
necessary to have the gas mains connected with the Mu
seum of Natural History building. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the Metropolitan Gas 

Light Company be requested to connect their mains with said 
building, if they do so without expenses to the city or this 
Department; and that they place a dry meter in said building 

when the connection is made. 
Adopted. 

Riverside A venue 

From the Superintending Engineer of the construction of 
Riverside Avenue, reporting npon the three communications 
from Messrs. Decker & Quintard, the contractors, which were 
presented at the last meeting of the Board. 

(Minutes, August 8, 1877, p. 213.) 

Filed. 
Mr. N. H. Decker, one of the contractors, and his Engineer, 

were then received, and stated that the specifications called 
for well seasoned Georgia pine, to be used in the construction 
of the trestle work, but that it was impossible to obtain s.uch 
timber in the market, and they asked permission to use timber 
cut last winter, although it was not thoroughly seasoned. 

They also presented statements showing the amonnt of work 
which they estimated they had done dming the months of 
June 'and July, and the amounts which they had been allowed 
in the estimates made by this Department, and they com
plained that they were not allowed sufficient. 

Cominissioner STEBBINS moved that said subjects mentioned 
by Mr. Decker be referred to the President. 

Adopted. 

Manhattan Square. 

From Messrs. Samuel B. Ruggles and James F. Ruggles) 
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petitioning the Department to "enclose, layout, grade, regu
" late, drain and improve" Manhattan Square, as directed by 
Chapter 319, Law,; of 1864. 

Referred to the President. 

Battery Park. 

From Mr. J. A. Cowing, Treasurer of the Elevated Railroad 
Company, asking that permission be granted to Mr. A. Allen 
to sell fruit, nuts, &c., under the stairs of the station of said 
railroad at the Battery Park. 

Commissioner WE~MAN moved that said request be re
fused. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Amer. Dist. Teleg. Co., rent and services . Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 
Angell & Blake, Manufacturing Co., labor 

and mat\'rials .................. ' .Museum of Art .. 

Bryant, W. C. & Co., binding minntes .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Baker, Smith & Co., heating & ventilating .Museum of Nat. 

History ..... 

Central (ias Light Co., gas, ........... Harlem R. B., 

Reps. Impt. & 

M ........... . 

Cooke & Beggs, elevator .••........ , .Museum Nat. 

Hist ....... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., timber, &c .......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 
Harlem R. B., 

Rep~, Impt. and 

M .• , ••........ 

$14 65 

359 00 

25 00 

4,500 00 

60 00 

500 00 

$50 45 

151 71 

48 00 
2150 I6 
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Cooper, Hewett'" Co., galvanized wire. ,Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe .. , ......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ....... 

De Kremen '" Bridgeford, agts. disinfect't .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Devlin, Jno. B., digging trench .....••... Museum of Art. 

Decker, Thompson W., milk, ............ Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Grafulla, C. S., music ................. Music Central 

Park .••• ~ ..... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas. July .••... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps.,Impt. and 

·M .......... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Hunter, Keller'" Co., steam pipe ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

McDermott, P.,.plumbing and gasfitting .. Mus. Natl. History 

McNab '" Harlin, Mrg. Co., plumbing 

materials ........................ Mus. Nat'l History 

Maint, 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas, ...... Maint. and Govt. 

P.andP ...... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Mnllane, John, hay, oats, corn, etc .... , Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

N. Y. '" N. J. Globe Gas L. Co., gas .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas ••••.•...••• Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

18 94 

21 2'7 

18 2'7 

140 00 

'72 16 

2'75 00 

$12 50 

110 00 
62 50 

21 17 

14 14 

20 10 

445 00 

$7 50 

62 

36 
10 48 

4 38 

51 75 

314 09 

199 75 

331 50 
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Noyes & Wines, corrugated iron lathing .Museum of Art ... 

Pitt W. A., plumbing work ............ City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Ridabock, F, A., graveL ............... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Rogers, H. A., spikes, nails and staples ... Maint., etc., 23d 

Rnd 24th Wards 

Harlem R. B. 

Reps., Imp. & 

M ........... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Young, Chas. C., bread, July ........•.. Maint. and Govn't 

P. and P .... 

Wetmore &; Co., iron ...............•.. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

RECAPITULATION. 

$17 50 

11 00 

1'7 85 

Maintenance and GOTernment of Parks and Places.. . .. $1,623 89 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards....... .. .. . . .. . .. 190 93 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint.. . . ... . . . . 169 00 

Music in Central Park ............................ .. 2'75 00 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 16 

Museum of Natural History............................ 5,462 50 

Museum of Art .................................. ". 1,084 

585 00 

9 26 

410 '75 

46 85 

56 90 

19 91 

$8 856 48 

-----$8,856 48 

Amounting in the aggregate to the snm of eighty.eight hundred and fifty

six T'b"o dollars. 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, ~ .Auditing 
JAB. F, WEN~IAN, f Committee. 

New York, August 15th, 18'77. 

The Auclitiug Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Redmond, M. laLor ....••...........•.. Maint. etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, $13~ 50 

f 
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Schrader, F. labor, ..................... Maint. etc., 23d 

and 24th WardB. 

Thompson, J. labor........... '. " .... Maint, etc., 23d 

and 24th WardB. 

144 00 

190 50 
---$46700 

Amounting in the ~ggregate to the sum of four hundred and sixty-seven dollars' 

(Signed) 

New York, Wednesday August 15th, 1877, 

H. G. STEBBINS, 

JAB. F. WENMAN. 

Auditing 
Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
aboV'e . mentioned bills, and that the Secretary be directed 

to transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

James F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

1877. CR. 

Aug. 1. By balance ................................ . 

Aug. 1 } 
to " cash rec'd from permits and licenses, .... 

Aug. 15. 

Aug. 1 
to 

Aug. 15. 

Aug. 15. 

DR. 

} To cash paid into Cit.y Treasury ...... " .....• 

" balance ....................... , ........ . 

$20 00 

1,281 67 

$1,301 67 

$375 00 

926 67 
--- $1,301 57 

Cash in drawer .... , ....... . ..... .•.•...... $112667 

(Signed) JAS. F. WENMAN, 

Tref»!urtr D. P. P. 
New York, Wednesday, August Hi, 1877, 9.30 A. M. 
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David Craven. 

The PRESIDENT reported that David Craven, a laborer em

ployed in the Gentlemen's Cottage in Union Square had been 
suspended on account of a charge of personal aSE'ault preferred 

against him by a Mr. Henry Winkler; that Mr. Winkler had 
afterwards, on the 11th inst., withdrawn the charges, and that he .f 

(the President) had thereupon restored David Craven to work, 

subject to the approval of the Bocud. He then presented }\fl'. 

Winkler's withdrawal of the charges. 
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved. 

Adopted. 

Michael Hogan. 

The PRESIDENT reported that Michael Hogan, messenger, had 
been absent on the 7th and 8th insts., on account of the death 
of his brothel', and that he had allowed him full time for said 

days, subject to the approval of the Board. 
Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved. 
Adopted. 

Teams for 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Treasurer, reported that the Super

intendent of the Twenty-third ar1d Twenty-fourth Wards re
quired the services of five teams, and he moved that he be 
authorized to issue orders for their employment for sixty days, 

(Minutes June 27, 1877, p. 139.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree ~o said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 
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Isaac Evans. Henry Koster. 

The PRESIDENT then presented two orders of certior'a,ti issued 

in the matters of " The People of the State of New York ex Tel. 

Isaac Euans vs. The Board 0/ Commissioners of the Department 

of Public Parks qf the City qf New York", and" The People oj 

\. the State oj New York ex rel. Henry K08'ler vs. Same". The first 

issued from the Supreme Court, and the second from the 

Superior Court, and requiring the Commissioners to make 

return on the 22d inst., of all proceedings relating to the re
moval of said Isaac Evans and Heury Koster from the employ
ment of this Department. 

(Minutes May 31, 1876, pp. 80 and 82.j 

Referred to the President. 

At this point Commissioner STEBBINS left the meeting. 

The following additional communications were then pre

sented and read: 

:Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that· it is 
necessary to have the approaches to the south end of the 

Museum of Natural History building, and the slopes adjoining 

same completed at once in accordance with the plans of the 

original design, as the building will be ready for occupancy in a 
short time. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Landscape Architect, with instructions to prepare and 
submit a plan for a temporary and inexpensive approach to 
said building, from Eighth Avenue and Seventy-seventh 
Street. 

Adopted. 

Pipe Sewers in the 2Sd and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 

plan for manholes in pipe sewers in the Twenty -third and 

Twenty-jourth Wards. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said plan of manholes be ap

proved and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

!Streets in the 23d find 24th Wards. 

From Mr. Wm. Cauldwell and others, members of the 
"Local Improvement Committee, North Side Association," 

calling attention to the condition of certain streets in the 

Twenty-third and rl'wenty-fourth Wards. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the rrwenty-third and 

Twenty.fourth Wards for his report. 

H. B. Dodworth. 

From Mr. H. B. Dodworth, stating that there is a balance 

due him of $620, on account of music furnished in the Parks 

during the summer of 1873, and asking that the Department 

take action to have a transfer made from some unexpended bal
lance to enable him to be paid. 

Laid over. 

Edward Murray. 

From patrolman Ed ward Murray, asking for leave of absence 
for three days, without pay . 

. Commissioner WENMA.N moved that his request be granted. 

Adopted. 

w. B. Knight. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Wm. B. Knight be, and he hereby is, ap
pointed inspector upon the work of the construction of drains 
in the district of the Twenty-fourth Ward, bounded by Ford-

I 
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ham and Pelham Avenues, the Southern Boulevard, Kings
bridge Road and Arthur Street; the contract for which was 
lately awarded to Mr. Michael Noonan, and that his pay be 
fixed at $3 per day. 

(Minutes; June 27, 1877, p. 143.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore.-3. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10:45 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 22d August, 1877, at 
9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2t!d, IS11. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-'-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
" STEBBINS. 

" WENMAN. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 15th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

144th Street. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the condition of One hundred and forty-fourth 
Street, between Third and College Avenues. 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer to report. 

Museum or Old Arsenal Building. 

From the Superintending Architect reporting upon the de
fective drainage of the basement of the Museum or Old Ar
senal building, in which he states that there are two causes 
creating bad odors and gases in the building, viz. : 

1st. That the water-closets and urinals in the southwest cor
ner of the basement are too small and low, and cannot be 
properly ventilated. 

2d. That the first story floor of the building and the base
ment were used for several years as exhibitiQ~ l'OQDl,S :fat the 
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animals in the menagerie, and being unsuited for this purpose, 
the urine of the animals has penetrat~d the floors and walls. 

He recommends that the water-closets and urinals in the 
basement be removed and placed in a separate building for the 
purpose outside, the cost of which he estimates at from 
$1,200 to $1,300. 

(Minutes, Aug. 8, 1877, p. 213.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Board approve of the recommendation of 

the Superintending Architect for the removal of the water
closets and urinals from the basement of the Museum or Old 
Arsenal building, and that he and the I.andscape Architect be 
directed to prepare and submit plans and specifications for a 
separate building to which to remove them. 

Adopted. 

Streets in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting upon the communication of Mr. Wm. 
Caulilwell and others, members of the Local Improvement 
Committee of the Northside Association, in which they com
plain of the condition of certain streets in the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, Aug. 15, 1877, p. 230.) 

Laid over. 

Gates at 3d Ave. Bridge. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, snbmitting 
plans for gates across the Third Avenue bridge, and also a 

separate plan to work them automatically, but stating that, in 
his opinion, the latter plan will be as great a source of danger 
as the draw of the bridge unproteted. 

(Minutes. July 18, 1877, p. 167.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the plans for the gates across 
.~hird Avenue bridge, as presented by the Civil and Topogra
,phi~a~ Engineer, without the automatic movement. be approved, 
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and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders for the 
erection of said gates. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

\. favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Receiving Basins for Sewertil in 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 
plans for receiving basins for sewers in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plans for receiving basins 
be approved and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, on behalf of the Committee 
on Plans of the American Museum of" Natural History, ,re
questing that the Department give orders for the following ex
tra works in the Museum of Natural History building, at the 
prices mentioned, viz. : 
Extra coat of paint on shelves-third story ................. " ••..... $75 00 
Cutting sockets in cases on first floor, and 168 plates for same, at 251). each, 102 00 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that said 
works are extras, and are not provided for in any existing con
tract. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer bli authorized to 
issue orders for said several works. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Museum of Art. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, recommending that the 
following extra works in the Museum of Art building be or
dered, viz. : 

1: Galvanized iron doors in ventilating shafts. 
2. Tin deflectors between top of heating coils, and upper flanges of main 

girders. 
3. Mouldings to form panels on the twenty-four gal vanized iron doors provided 

for in the contract for heating and ventilating. 

Endorsed on said communication is the following: 
" Approved for the Trustees of the Met. Mus. of Art, for the 

" above total sum of $255. 
" (Sigd.) THEODORE WESTON, 

" for Met. Mus. of Art." 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that nonE) 
of said works are provided for in any existing contracts.: 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 

issue orders for said works. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, asking to be allowed 
commissions on the amount of work done on the Museum of 
Art building, by the Park force, or otherwise, outside the con
tract work, and submitting a bill therefor. 

(Minutes, December 9, 1873, p. 444.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Pavements at City Hall Park and Plaza lit 5th Av. and 59th St. 

From Mr. John J. Schillinger, serving a notice of demand 
for damages for the infringement of his patent in laying the 
pavements on Oity Hall Park and on the Plaza at Fifth Avenue 
and Fifty-ninth Street. 

(Minutes, May 16, 1877, p.31.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said notice be filed, and 
a copy of it transmitted to the Counsel to the Corporation. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. O. Zollikoffer, President of the Metropolitan Gas
light Co., stating that said company will connect their mains 
with the Museum: of Natural History building) a.t theIr own 
expense, but notifying the Department that the pipes in the 
building are too small to allow the quantity of gas required 
for the building to pass through. 

(Minutes August 15, 1877, p. 223.) 

Referred to Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, aud the Superintending 
'Architect, to report upon. 

Pipe to Dock of Morrisania Steamboat Co. 

From Mr. Thomas Rae, Treasurer of the Morrisania Steam
boat Company, requesting permission for said company to lay 
a small pipe from the lot on the north-east corner of Lincoln 
Avenue and One hundred and thirty-third Street, in the Twenty-
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third Ward, across One hundred and thirty-third Street and 
across Lincoln Avenue to the dock of said company. 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer to report. 

Thomas Franklyn. 

From Mr. Thomas Franklyn, applying for the position of 
Civil Engineer in the Department. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report. 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bien, Julius, maps .............••..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d &. 

24th Wards .... 

Boyle, John, duck cover .... , ......... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th WardB, 

Campbell & Co., binding Weekly Digest .. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ....•. 

Colwell. Lead Co., lead pipe ... , ....... Mus. Nat. History, 

Dodworth, Harvey B., music ..•....... Music, Cent'IPark, 

Early & Lane, baskets .....•.•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P ..... . 

Hotaling, D., blue ston •....... , ••• Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards ...• 

Johnston, J. 0., putting up awnings. " .Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ..•..• 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., meter, gas .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ..... , 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., meter, gas, Maint. and.Govmt, 

P. and P ..... 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, July .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

$65 00 

13 00 

2 50 

474 15 

275 0" 

12 00 

58 79 

5 25 

24 72 

95 25 

315 00 
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Pierce, F. O. &; Co., paints .•••••.•....• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P...... $8 40 

City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd........ 400 

Verplanck Bros., harness soap ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Watson Mfg. 00., ca3es .. , .............. Mus. Nat. History, 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. . . . . . . $466 3'7 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. . . • . . .. ......... 71 79 

Snrveying, Laying ont, etc., 2!ld and 24th Wards... ....• 65 00 

CitY,Parks Improvement Fund... .. ...... ...... ..... ... 4 50 

Music-Central Park................................. 275 00 

Museum Natural History ........... ~.... ...... ........ 15,474 15 

$12 90 

8 25 

15,000 00 

$16,356 81 

---$16,35681 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixteen thonsand three hundred and 

fifty-six dollars and eighty-one cents. 

(Si~,ned) H. G. STEBBINS, t Auditing 
JAB. F. WENMAN, \ Committef. 

New York, August 22d, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and that the Secretary be directed to 
transmit them to the Fina:nce Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins) WenIll~n, Wetmore 
~4, 
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Magazines fOJ' Explosives, 

The PHESIDENT prE'sented the following report: 

1'0 the 
Department of Public Parks : 

In relation to the application of t118 Fire Department for 
permission to erect magazines in a public park for the storage 
of explosives, I have the Lonar to report, 

That the requirements of that department call for a site for 
their proposed illagazines 200 feet sqnare, in a location where 
there are no buildings within several hundred or a thousand 
feet. 

'1'hat there is no property belonging to the city, within the 
city limits, which meets the requirements except the Green, 
the Ball ground on the North Meadow in CeBtral Park 

That tbis led them to ask such a 10cl"tion as the centre of 
Tompkins Square, or the locations mentioned in the Central 
Park. 

To comitruct a magazine in a public park would be incon
sistent with the uses for which the city holds and maintains 
the public parks, inconsistent not only in idea, but with the 
statutes and every other expression of purpOS6 connected with 
the establishment of the parks. 

This inconsistency would be so great, that it would in effect 
be destructive of the parks. 

Conceding that engineering science might reduce the risk 
and consequences of an explosion to the lowest degree, the 
people could never use such a locatIOn as a pleasure ground. 

m .February, 1874, a similar application was made by the 
Fire Department, and declined by this Department. 

Respectfully, 
W, R. MARTIN, 

Angust 21, 1877. 
President Department Public Parks. 

(Minutes, August 15, 1877, p. 219,) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the report of the Presi. 

dent be approved, and that the application of the Fire Depart
ment be refused. 

Adopted. 

Musk 

The PRESIDENT reported that, owing to the exhaustion of the 

appropriation for music, Saturday, the 25th instant, would be 

the last co~}Cert day 011 the Central Park this year. 
(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 63.) 
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Isaac Evans. Henry Koster. 

The PRESIDENT presented statements for the returns to the 

orders of certiorari in the cases of Isaac Evans and Henry 

Koster. 
(Minutes, Aug. 15, 1877, p. 229.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said statements be ap

proved and transmitted to the Counsel to the Corporation. 

Adopted. 
Museum of Natural History. ' 

The Landscape Architect, who was present, verbally reported 

that a temporary carriageway to the south entrance of the 

Museum of Natural History building from Seventy-seventh 
street, and the grading of the half circle in front of the entrance, 

can be made for about $2,000. 
(Minutes, Aug. 15,1877, p. 229.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the constructicn of such a tem

porary carriageway and grading be approved; that the Super

intending Architect be directed to prepare plans and specifica
tions for the work, and that the Treasurer be authorized to 
issue orders therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes:-Commissioner.3 .Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, vVetmore 
-4. 

Sale of Old Material. 

Commissioner WENMAN, to whom was referred the inventory 
of the property of the Department, reported that there was 
some old material which it was advisable to dispose of, and 

he moved that the following be sold at public auction, viz.: 8 

tons of old iron, 304 feet of old rubber hose, 100 lbs. of old 
rope, and 12 empty oil ba·rrels. 

(Miuutes, August 8, 1877, p. 213.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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8 majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof,as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

John Havens. 

The President stated that John Havens had been employed 
as a laborer on the parks last autumn, but that having met 
with an accident while at work, he was obliged to leave. That 
he now desires to be reinstated. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be author
ized to restore said John Havens as a laborer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 
-4. 

Railroad Crossing at Fordham. 

Commissioner WETMORE reported that the crossings of Kings 
Bridge Road and Pelham Avenue, over the Harlem Railroad, 
at Fordham, were very dangerous, owing to the number of 
trains which are constantly passing at that place. 

That he had seen the Superintendent of the Railroad Com
pany on the subject, who had ofi'eredto meet anyone from the 
Department whom the Board would appoint, to make arrange
ments for greater safety in future. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Civil and Topographical 
Engineer be directed to consult with the Superintendent of the 
Harlem Railroad Company on said subject, and report to the 
Board. 

Adopted. 
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Riverside Avenue. 

Mr. N. H. Decker, one of the contractors for the construc
tion of ·Riverside Avenue, and his Engineer were then re
ceived. , 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had authorized the contrac-

tors to use timber in the constructioR of the trestle work, which 
had been cut one year. 

Mr. Decker stated that he could supply such timber, and 
would do so. 

Mr. Decker then stated, that owing to their not having the 

trestle to use, they are obliged to haul the stone, used below 
Eighty-sixth Street, round by the Boulevard, and are put to 
considerable expense thereby, and he asked that he be al
lowed fi fty cents per cubic yard for aU stone so hauled. 

The Superintending Engineer on said work, who was present, 
stated that there would be at least 2,000 cubic yards of such 
stone to be hauled. 

They then retired, and the PRESIDEN'l' offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Contractors for the construction of River
side Avenue be authorized to use timber in the construction of 
the trestle work, of the quality called for by the contract, and 
which has been cut one year; and • 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to enter into 
and sign an agreement with Messrs. Decker & Quintard, con
tractors, by which they shall be allowed an extra sum of $1,000 
for the extra haul of all stone caused by the delay in the 
completion of the trestle work. . 

(Minutes, Aug. 15, 1877, p. 223.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

.. 
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Manhattan Square. 

Mr. Samuel B. Ruggles and Mr. James F. Ruggles were 

then received, and they stated that if the Department would 

agree to grade and regulate 150 feet of the northern portion of 

Manhattan Square, they would endeavor to make arrange

ments with the owners of property adjoining said Sqnare, to 

advance the money for the purpose, and wait for some subse

quent legislation to enable them to be reimbursed. 
(Mi nutes, Aug. Hi, 1877, p. 22:3.) 

They then retired, when 
Commissioner STEBBBS offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, Th3t, on hearing Mr. Samuel B. Huggles and JUl'. 

James F. Ruggles, on behalf of the owners of property adjoin
ing Manhattan Square, and the reasons adv~tllced by them for 
the grading of said Sqnare, tlle Boai'll is of opinion that the 
public interest requires that the regulating and grading of tlle 
llOrthern portion of said Square, for 150 feet south from 
Eighty-first Street, should be proceeded with at once. 

Resolved, That if any arrangements are made by the owners 
of property to advance sufficient money to pay for the work of 
regulating and grading said portion of said Square, as it shall 
proceed, (to be reimbursed to them by SOUle wbsequent Act of 
the Legislature), which shall place it within the legal power of 
this Department to proceed with the work, then the work be 
prosecuted at once. 

Resolved, That the arrangements proposed by Messrs. S. B. 
RugglBs and Jas. F. Ruggles be referred to the PresIdent, to 
report upon. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, wheth?)r the Board would 
agree to said resolutions, and it was determined in the affinn
ati,e, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa yor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 :30 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, August the 29th, 1877, 

at 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGU~'I.' ~9th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED l\fEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 22d inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Foreman IIodges. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that Foreman 
Thomas Hodges was absent for three days on account of the 
death of his son, and that he applied to be allowed full time 

for those days. 
Also from the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding an appli

cation from .John Beckett, s.killed laborer, asking to be allowed 
full time for the 20th and 21st instants, on which days he was 

absent on account of sickness. 
Commissioner WERMAN moved that Foreman Hodges and 

John Beckett, skilled laborer, be allowed full time for said 

days on which they were absent. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

• 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Oalvert Vaux, Architect, stating that he was aware 
at the time the specifications for the gas pipes in the Museum 
of Natural History building were prepared that the size of the 

pipes was not in accordance with the schedule of the Metro
politan Gas Light Oompany; that no responsibility as to 
the adequacy of the interior supply pipes rests with that com
pany, and an unqualified statement to that effect may at once 
be given by the Department. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, stating that at the 
time the gas pipes were being put in the building by the con~ 
tractor he spoke to Mr. Vaux, the Architect, in regard to the 
matter, and that he was told by him that the pipes were of a 
sufficient size for their purpose, and that he (Mr. Vaux) 
did not see any necessity for changing them. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, Aug. 22, 1877, p. 237.) 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Oalvert Vaux, Architect, recommending that the 

following material and extra works be purchased and ordered 
for the Museum of Art building, viz. : 
1. Cloth to be hung iu picture galleries, as provided in the carpenter's 

contract, at a cost not exceeding .............................. $1,925 00 
2. Kalsomining, at a cost not exceeding........... .......... ...... 420 00 
3. Leader connections, at a cost not exceeding... ........ .. ......... 35 00 
4. Cement flooring in basement, at a cost not exceeding. . • • . . . . . . . . . 2,000 00 

Also enclosing a sample of the cloth and specifications and 
plans for the other works. 

Endorsed on said communication is the following: 

"Approved for Trustees of Metropolitan Museum of Art, for 
" the sum as per above, note~ceeding (;4,380f<f'U'. 

" (Signed), THEODORE WESTON, 
" For Met. Mus. of Art." 
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Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that none 

of the works mentioned in the specifications submitted by Mr. 
Vaux are included in the ~arpenter's or mason's contracts, and 

recommending that said works be done, as they are necessary 
for the oompletion of the building. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the kalsominirig and leader con
nections be executed upon orders issued by the Treasurer, and 
that the Secretary be directed to prepare aud irrsert advertise

ments for the cloth and cement flooring. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

144th Street. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 

the condition of One hundred and forty-fourth Street, between 
Third and College AvenueR, in which he states that the street 
is in a very bad condition and the gutters foul and unhealthy, 
and recommending that application be made to the Oommon 
Council for an ordinance to curb and gutter said street, but 

stating that the sewer about to be built in Third Avenue will 
give the street sufficient sewerage at present. 

(Minutes, Aug. 22, 1877, p. 233.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that application be made to the Com
mon Council, as recommended by the Civil and Topographical 
Engineer, for an ordinance to authorize the curb and gutter' 
stones to be set on said street. 

Adopted. 

Pipe to dock of Morrisania Steam Boat co_ 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the application of Mr. Thomas Rae, Treasurer of the Morris~nia 
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Steam Boat Company, for permission to lay a small pipe across 
One hundred and thirty-third Street and Lincoln A venue,. and 
recommending that the permission be grantod on the following 
conditions, viz.: That the pipe be of lead or iron, and laid not 
less than four feet below the surface: that the work be done 
to the satisfaction of the Superintendent of the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards, and that an exact diagram of the 
location of the pipe be furnished to the Department. 

(Minutes, Aug. 22, 1877, p. 237.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that permission be granted to Mr. 
Thomas Rae, to lay said pipe across One hundred and thirty
third Street and Lincoln Avenue, on the conditions recom
mended by the Civil and Topographical Engineer. 

Adopted. 

Cornelius Westervelt. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that the bridges over Mill Brook have 
holes in them, also that other bridges are in a dangerous con
dition, and that it was necessary to have a carpenter to repair 
them. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had authorized the Superin
tendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards· to em
ploy Cornelius Westervelt, the carpenter previously employed, 

at the rate of pay of $2.75 per day, from the 22d inst., subject 
to the order of the Board. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi

dent and the employment of Cornelius Westervelt up to this 
date be approved . 

. . The PRESID}i;NT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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Alligators, &c. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that he could 

purchase an alligator seven feet long, two gophers, and some 
skins, for $10, and that the usual priee of an alligator of that 
size is $25. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Director of the 
Menagerie be anthorized to purchase said alligator, gophers, 
&c., for a price not exceeding $10. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a maj~rity of all the mem bers of the BOB,l'd voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, WenmrLll, Wetmore 

-4. 

John Havens. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that John Havens, 
laborer, was not assigned to. work by him. 

(Minutes, Aug. 22, 1877, p. 242.) 

Filed. 

Elton Avenue. 

From Mr. Conrad Knaus, requesting permission to set curb 
. and gutter stones on Elton A venue, opposite to his property. 

Also from the Engineer in charge of the work on said ave

nue, reporting thereon, and on the verbal application ot Mr. 

Hugh Williamson, and recommending that they be granted the 
permission requested, on condition that they do the work under 
the supervision of the Department, and that they deposit with 
the Department the amount of the surveyor's fees, viz. : three 
cents per linear foot of frontage of their property. 

(Minutes, June 27, 1877, p. 138.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permissions requested by Mr. 
Conrad Knaus and Mr. Hugh Williamson be granted, on th~ 
conditions recommended by the Engineer in charge, 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 

-4. 

Denman Place. 

From Messrs. Allison & Shaw, Attorneys, and from Mr. 
James R. Angel, Attorney, enclosing a copy order of the Su
preme Court, in the action of John Rourke vs. Henry Schmidt 
and others, vacating the order of injunction heretofore made in 
said action enjoining the Department from issuing any certifi·· 
cates for work done in regulating and grading Denman Place 
in the Twenty-third Ward; also requesting the Department to 
issue the certificates for said work to Messrs. Henry Schmidt 
and Frank Beck, as the assignees of the original contractor. 

(Minutes, Dec. 16, 1874, p. 409.) 

Referred to the President, to report. 

Fruit Stand at Reservoir Square. 

From Mr. Jacob Rosenberg, asking permISSIOn to sell fruit, 
&c., near the margin of the sidewalk of Reservoir Square. 

Refused. 

Laborers of the 18th Assembly District. 

From Mr. John Harrison, as chairman, and Mr. Andrew 

Mathieson, as secretary of a meeting of the unemployed work
ing men of the Eighteenth Assembly District, informing the 
Commissioners that Mr. David Conroy had been appointed by 
that meeting to interview them with reference to the employ
ment of laborers in that district. 

Filed. 
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1 Neuchatel Asphalts Rock. 

From Mr. Edward Van Orden, President of the Swiss As
phalte Rock Paving Company, proposing to the Department to 
lay down fity tons of Neuchatel Asphalte Rock, owned by the 
Department, on Tompkins Square, at $2 per square yard, 
including a. Portland cement concrete base . 

..... - (Minutes, Nov. 20, ]874, p. 376.) 

The Landscape. Architect, who was present, recommendEld 
that the proposition be accepted by the Department. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized 
to issue an order to Mr. Van Orden to lay not more than 500 

square yards of said Neuchatel Asphalte Rock, together with 
a Portland cement concrete base of from three to four inches 
thick, on 'fompkins Square, at a cost not exceeding $2 per 
square yard. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the ,Boar.d would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
Stands for Sale of Fruit, &c., on the Battery. 

From Mr. Charles McCarthy, requesting permission to retain 
his stand for the sale of fruit, &c., on the Battery. 

Also from Mr. John J. Stephens and others, recommending 

that Mr. McCarthy's request be complied with. 
The PRESIDENT then reported that there are three stands for 

the sale of iruit on the Battery Park, near Whitehall Street, one 
kept by a Mrs. Dolberry, one by Mr. C. McCarthy and his wife, 
and the third by a Mrs. Clifford. That they all claim to have 
had permits at some prior time, either granted to themselves 
or to some one from whom they purchased the privilege, but 
that their permits can not now be found. That they are not 

in conformity with the rules of the Board, and he recommended 
that they be reIlloved. 
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Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the (ollowing resolution: 
Resolved, That all permits which may heretofore have been 

given to Mrs. Dolberry, Mr. or Mrs. McCarthy, or Mrs. Clifford, 
or to anyone from whom they claim, be, and hereby are, 
rel'oked, and that they be directed to remove their stands 
from the Battery Park, on or before November 1st, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presepted the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to 'report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Cooper, Hewitt &; Co., annealed iron .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Colwell Lead Co., sheet lead ... ~ .. '" .Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... . 

Croft, Wm, F., mason work ....... '" .Museum of Nat. 

History ....... . 

Devlin, John B., carting matls .......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... . 
Duffy, P., labor ................ , ...... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Grafulla, C. S., music ......... '" ... , . Music, Oen. Park .. 

McEntee, Francis, labor and materials ... Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Mott. G. L., Iron Works, iron stair case .. Museum of Nat. 

History ...•... 

Page, Kidder &; Fletcher, paving cement.Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... . 

Post & McCord, labor and materials ..... Museum of Art .. . 

$44 23 

33 21 

863 00 

933 30 

214 00 

270 00 

420 00 

210 00 

19 98 

1504 44 
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Reeves, Robert C., hemp seed and wipers.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..•.... 

Reilly, James, labor ................... Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards ... 

Rogers, H. A., :files and scoop .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. &; 

$10 70 

Maint. ....... 1 20 

RECAPITULATION. 

City Parks Improvement Fund... .. . . .. ..... . . .. . . .... . $977 53 

Museum of Natural History .................. " .. .. . .. 1,493 00 

Museum of Art. .. •. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . 1,504 44 

Music-Central Park ........... " .......... " . . . . . . . . 270 00 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. .. .. . . . 84 14 

Harlem River 'Br!dges, Repairs, Improvement and Main-

tenance ......................................... . 

Maiutenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards.. . . .. . .. ... . ... ' 

1 20 

420 50 

20 25 

206 50 

11 90 

$4,750 81 

-- $4,75081 

Amounting in the aggregate to the Bum of forty-seven hundred and fifty dollars 

and eighty-one cents. 
H. G. STEBBINS. t .Auditing 
JAS. F. WENMAN, f Committee. 

New York, August 29th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm a
iva, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

\ 

A.ye8 - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
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Oarriage service. A. S. Clapp. 

The P.RESIDENT presented a statement of the receipts and 

expenditures of Mr. A. S. Clapp, licensee of the Carriage Serv

vice, which shows that his expenditures up to August 1st ex
ceeded his receipts by $4,174.32, and stated that Mr. Olapp 

requested that the balance of his license of $500, viz., $400, be 
remitted. 

(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 151.) 

Laid over. 

Water boys. 

The PRESIDENT reported that frequent complaints have been 
made by the Lieutenant of the police force concerning the con

duct of the following water boys, viz.: Thos. Brady, Thos. F. 
Brady, Nicholas Keyes and James Reilly; and he recom-

• mended that their licenses be revoked. 
(Minutes, June 6, 1877, p. 96.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that it be reierred to the 

President with power to revoke said licenses and to license 

four boys in their places. 

Adopted. 

Police trials. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had tried patrolmen Richard 

W. Morgan and George Walker, upon the charge of conversing 
together for half an hour while on duty; that he found the 

charge sustained, and recommended that they each be fined 

two days' pay. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the report of the Presi

dent be approved, and his recommendation adopted by the 

Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetrnore 
-4. 

Police. 

Commissioner WENMAN, from the Committee appointed upon 
the reorganization of the police force, presented a report. 

(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 693.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said report be received 
and laid over for further consideration. 

Adopted. 

Streets in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner WETMORE reported verbally concerning the 
condition of certain streets and roads in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, namely: One hundred and sixty-seventh 
Street, Boston Avenue, Sedgwick Avenue and Kingsbridge 
Road, and presented a communication from the Superintendent 
of those Wards, giving in detail the repairs needed to them, 
and he recommended that the Superintendent be directed to 
have such repairs made to the extent that the appropriation 
for this year will permit, and that the materials necessary for 
that purpose be purchabed on orders issued by the Treasurer. 

(Minutes, Aug. 2l!, 1877, p. 234.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said report be received, 
and adopted by the Board. . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore 

-4. 

Carpenters for repairs of Bridges in the 23d and 24th Wards, 

.. The Superintendent of the Twenty-tbird anq 'l'w~pty-fourth 
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Wards was then received, and stated that the bridges in the 

Twenty-third nnd Twenty-fourth Wards were in a very bad 
condition, and in some places there were dangerous holes in 

them, which he hnd been obliged to cover with large stones 

because he had neither carpenters nor lumber to have them 

repaired. Hp, then retired. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that three carpent.ers be ap

pointed for the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, and 

their pay fixed at $2.75 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board. voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Rtebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Cornelius Westervelt. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that COl'llelius'Vestervelt be ap

pointed a carpenter in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards. 
(Minutes, Aug. 29, 1877, p. 248.) 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to :;aid motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members ofthe Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 
-4. 

John F. Carroll. 

Morris E. Sterne. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that the appropriation for sal

aries was being exceeded, and that there would be a deficiency 

at the end of the year unless a reduction was made. He then 

moved that John F. Carroll and Morris E. Sterne, clerks, who 

were heretofore notified that they would have to be removed 
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on account of the reduced appropriation lor salaries, and who 
were allowed an opportunity of making an explanation on the 
31st January last, be, and hereby are, removed from the em. 
ployment of the Department, from and after September 1st, 
1877. 

(Mhiutes, January 31, 1877, p. 581.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether 'the Board would 
agree to said motion, ac.d it was determined in the affirmathe, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Henry Kanski. 

John Morrissey. 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that Henry Kanski be, and 
hereby is, appointed a chainman, and John Morrissey, an axe
man, on the force of the Superintending Engineer, and that 
their pay be fixed at $2.50 per day each. 

(Minutes, August 8. 1877, p. 213.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Lambs. 

The PRESIDENT reported that a short time since the Hon. 
Aug).lst Belmont had proposed to givll an eagle to the Depart
ment, in exchange for a ram lamb. That he had reserved one 
of the ram lambs from the recent sale, for Mr. Belmont. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved, and that said lamb be delivered to Mr. Bel
mont in exchange for the eagle. 
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-rhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Buckwheat. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. Alfred Edwards and other 
gentlemen who took a deep interest in the subject of intro
ducing small birds into the country had requested that a 
half an acre of the Central Park be sown with buckwheat, 

and allowed to grow and shed its seed, and he recommended 
that their request be granted. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said request be granted, 
and that it be referred to the President, with power to deter
mine to what extent, and in what location of the Park; the 
buckwheat shall be sown. 

The PRESIDENT put ,the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Surveying, &c., 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following named persons be, and hereby 

are, appointed to the positions in the office of the Civil and 
Topographical Engineer set opposite to their names, as 
directed by the Board, on the 15th instant, viz; 

Horace Loomis, Assistant Engineer. 
Horace Crosby, Surveyor. 
Thomas Franklin, Assistaut Surveyor. 
Bernard Hufnagle, Draughtsmau. 
Randell Hunt, Chainman. 
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G. C. Hollerith, Assistant. 
Henry W. Vogel, Assistant. 
George J. Meinell, Assistant. 
G. J. Penfield, Assistant, Jr. 

(Minutes, August 15, 1877, p. 220.) 

The PRESIDENT then moved that said resolution and subject 
. be laid over .until the next meeting of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to lay said resolution and subject over, 
and' it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board not voting in favor thereof. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the vote on the appoint
ment of Mr; Thomas Franklin, Mr. Bernard Hufnagel and 
Mr. Geo. J. Meinell, be taken separately from that on the other 
appointments. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, so far as it relates to the ap
pointment of Mr. Horace Loomis, Ml'. Horace Orosby, Mr. 
Randell Hunt, Mr. G. O. Hollerith, Mr. Heuy W. Vogel and 
Mr. G. J. Penfield, Jr., and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board votiug ill favor 
thereof, as follows: 

. Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 
would agree to said resolution, so far as it relates to the ap
pointment of Mr. Thomas Franklin, Mr. Bernard Hufnagel 
and Mr. George J. Meinell, and it was determined in the affir
mative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Oommissioner Martin-I. 
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Adjournment. 

Commissioner WENMAN then moved that when the Board 
adjourns it adjourn to meet on Wednesday, the 12th Septem
ber next, at 9 o'clock A. M. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11.15 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 
" WEN MAN. 

" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of August 29th, 1877, 
were read and approved. 

Sewer in Mott Avenue, &c. 

Sewer in Third Avenue, &c. 

Broken Trap-rock and Screenings. 

At the hour of half-past mne o'clock A.IM., Mr .. Henry J. 
Storrs, General Clerk in the Finance Department, attended on 
behalf of the Comptroller of the City, who had been duly 
notified, and the meeting being opened to the public, the Presi
dent, in the presence of Mr. Storrs and of such of the parties 
making proposals as desired to be.present, opened the estimate 
box, and then and there publicly opened and read all estimates 
or proposals, which had been received, in pursuance of adver
tisements duly published in the Oity Record, for the following 
works and supplies, viz. : 

1. Construction of Sewers in Mott Avenue, One hundred 
and Lhirty-eighth Street and One hundred and forty-fourth 
Street. 

(Minutes, June 13th, 1877, p. 109.) 

2. Construction of a Sewer in Third Avenue and One hun
. dred and forty-third Street. 

(Minutes, June 6, 1877, p. 90.) 
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3. The delivery of 750 cubic yards of broken trap-rock, and 
250 cubic yards of trap-rock screenings. 

(Minutes, August 8, IS'I'I, p. 212.) 

1. 

The following proposals were received for the Construction 
of Sewers in Mott A venue, One hundred and forty-fourth 
Street, and One hundred and thirty. eighth Street, in the 
Twenty-third Ward: 
========·-==~·==~===='=··=··-=-·~·~==-=~=·========_C=======--=··~·.~~==~= .. -= .. ==--

ESTIMATED Q FAX TITlES. 

.[ .::- .[ 1·[. i;l I S 

BIDDERS. 

" I '" " "I--~--I ~.::-

.zil;i.zi'.z~ ~ 1:.0= 

.s..a .S~ ~~ .5~ 00" ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ 00 ~.~ ~ .:a TOTAL. 

No. 

~ .S ~ .S ~ .=: ...,:l .S ~ ~ ~ 
11:>......-4 (1)1'""'"4 Q) ....... <:J........ ,.0 ....., 

~~~~~~~~ cJ) ~ : 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p. ~.9 '0 ¥h 

~~., .S~.. ~~"' ~~"' .~ ~ ~ ~ 
,...---, "" - Q) I=l 'CV ~ Q) <:.,)..... c: ~ ~ 
o i:< 0 i:< ~ i:< .~ ~ '" en S ~ ",' 
~~ f2~ o~.-~ ~2 ~ ~ 

1 c-i' ~.. : ~ I ~ ~ ~ A 

-;- Francis McCabe .... 1~;I$1 001$1 O~I~~':i!nos O~ $34 97 35 $7.2~9 86 
2 Hugh Kennedy ..... 1 1 0'1 1 31 'I 1 43 0 91

1

1 112 00 44 00 90 8,598 92 
3 S. D. Seaman & P ... 1 . I _ 

Lawlor ....... ", 2 10 2 431 3 no, 1 !lU! 11n 00 7'1 00 150 15,118 40 
4 James Reilly....... 1 46 1 461 I 4611 40 75 00 16 00 90 8,236 12 
5 James F. Keys.... . 8'1 1 1211 34 60 9.) 00 35 00 90 7,317 50 
6 Jeremiah McCarthy. 1 60 2 20' 3 00 88 105 00 34 00 180 11,972 76 
7 Michael Noonan. ... 1 50 2 00 4 00 25 10 00 1 00 50 9,086 00 
8 Charles C. Reed.... 1 00 1 3.0, 1 50 Sf) 200 00 40 00 90 9,546 60 
9 P. Mulholland ..... '1 ot Ot l' IJ.t Ot 1 00 1 00 120 432 86 

10 Charles Devlin & , 
John Mc Kim.. .. 1 20i 1 5011 90 1 00 134 00 36 00' 60 9,435 00 

11 James J. Jones & , i 

John J. McQuade. 1 49 49: 49 491 
12 Thos. H. Casey ..... , 1 00 1 00 1 00 .... 
13 James Baird ...... ' 1 60 1 95 2 20 901 
14 Patrick Farley. ...• 98

1 

98 98 98 
15 Daniel Gallagher... 1 1011 25 J 50 1 098UI 
16 James Everard. . . .. 1 21 1 44 1 84, 
1'1 John Cameron .. '" 2 10 2652901' 210 
18 R. & J. Cunningham 1 401 1 72 2 00 50 
19 John B. Devlin..... 1 00 1 25 1 35 751 
20 John W. Manning .. 3 6U l 3 '10 3 801 3 40 
21 Gilbert Palmer.... 1 :Jb l 1 55 1 73 1 00 
22 John H. McCabe. . . 7411 6'1 2 00 1 00 
23 John C. Dowling. . . 87 87 87 87 
24 Laurence Rock.. ... 1 40; 1 40 1 50 50 
25 Richard H. Treacy. 901 90 ~O 90 
26 P. M. Broderick. ... 1 00/1 00 8 00 1 00 

01 
100 00 
200 00 
110 00 
12~ 00 
138 00 
120 00 
100 00 
120 00 
130 00 
125 00 
100 00 
115 00 
100 00 
150 00 
100 00 

01 
30 00 
60 00 
35 00 
50 00 
40 00 
30 00 
40 00 
25 00 
45 00 
35 00 
38 00 
40 00 
30 00 
75 00 
50 00 

1 2,145 79 
100 7,060 00 
100 13,075 80 

37 7,155 56 
60 8,992 OU 

100 9,642 26 
60 13,452 20 
90 10,050 00 
30 7,583 50 

150 19,862 80 
71 9,403 60 
20 8,352 00 
90 '1,088 64 
50 8,721 00 

150 9.184 80 
100 11,862 00 
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II. 
The following proposals were received for the constrnctioll 

of a Sewer in Third Avenue and One hundred and forty-third 
Street, in the Twenty-third Wani. 

No. BIDDERS. 

ESTIlllA rED I' 

QUANTIfiES. 

868 linear 
feet 12-inch 
Pipe Spwel' 

per foot. 

TOTAL. 

- ----------------1-----',--- -----. 
1 P. Mulholland ................. _ ..... . 
2 Robert McChristie .................... . 
3 Francis McCabe ........................ . 
:'l James Reillr .......................... . 
I) Jeremiah McCarthy. . . . . . . . .. . ......... . 
6 Laurence Rock ........... . ........... . 
'I Michael Noonan ........................ . 
8 Charles })evlin anrl John McKim ......... . 
9 James J. Jones and John J. McQuadl· ..... . 

10 James Baird ............................ . 
11 Patrick Fadey ......................... . 
12 R. &: J. Cunningham .................... . 
13 Cornelius Smith ............... . ...... . 
14 John B. Devlin ......................... . 
15 John H. McCabe ...................... .. 
16 Gilbert Palmer ........................ . 
17 Vaniel Gallagher ................ _ ... _ .. 
18 John W. Manning ..................... . 
19 James Everard ........................ . 
20 Richard H. Treacy .......... _ . . . . . .. . .. 

III. 

$1 69 18 
1 75 25 
2 25 35 
1 90 ! 40 
2 30 50 
1 nO 30 
4 00 20 
2 il) 

1 63 
2 23 
2 20 
2 10 
1 90 
1 SO 
1 99 
2 67 
1 75 
3 60 
1 1)9 
3 50 

50 
10 
2'1 
20 
40 
30 
10 
10 
25 I 
20 i 
25 

I~~ I 

$1,520 92 
1,094 00 
2.058 00 
1,769 :W 
2,146 40 
1.392 00 
3,532 00 
2,103 00 
1,444 84 
l,9!15 64 
1,969 61) 
1,942 80 
1,739 20 
1,158 40 
1.757 ~2 
2,392 56 
1,579 00 
3,19!1 80 
1.485 12 
341<8 00 

The following proposals were received for the delivery of 750 
cuhic yards of broken trap-rock and 250 cubic yards of trap
rock screenings: 

Bidders. /BrOkPu TrapJ Trap-rock Total. 
No. !~ I rock. I :screenings. 

- -~---- ----- ------- I . 
1 John A. Bouker ..................... $2 15 ! $1 65 $2.021) 00 
2 I James .J. Jon~s and John J. McQuade ... 1 95 

I 
1 96 1,960 00 

3 John B. Devlln .... ' ................. 2 20 2 20 2,200 \10 

Mr. Storrs, the bidders, a.nd others who were present, then. 
retired. 
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The following communications were presented and read: 

Third A venue Bridge. 

From the Comph'oller of the city. stating that Messrs. Gibb 

a~d O'Reilly offered to substitute Mr. Charles G. Mason in 

place of Mr. Timothy J. Campbell, as a surety for their faithful 

performance of the contract for re-flooring the Third Avenue .. 

Bridge, heretofore awarded to them. 
(Minutes, August 8,1877, p. 213.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 
Public' P6.rks of the City of New York hereby consent to the 
substitution of Mr. Charles G. Mason, of No. 356 East Fourth 
street, in said city, in the place of 1\11'. Timothy J. Campbell, as 
a surety for the faithful performance of the contract for re
flooring the road way of the Third Avenue Briage over the Har
lem River, heretofore awarded to Messrs. Gibb and O'Reilly. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

The Gilbert Elevated Railway Co. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation in reply to the request 

of the Department for advice as to the authority and jurisdic
tion of the Department to grant the request of the Gilbert 
E!evated Railway Company for permission to place the 

columns of it:,; railroad on the sidewalk of Reservoir Square, in 
which he states as follows, viz. : 

" The question as to the right of the Gilbert Elevated Rail
"way Company to con&truct an elevated railroad in Sixth 
"Avenue is a difficult and complicated one, in reference to 
"which conflicting decisions have been rendered by the courts 
" of this city. I am informed that a case was some time since 
"argued before the Court of Appeals, the decision of which 
.• will, in all probability, finally decide said question, and I 
" understand that an early decision is looked for. 
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" Under these circumstances, and in view of the fact that; as 
" I am informed, the Gilbert Elevated Railway has been re
" strained by injunction from proceeding with the work referred 
" to in your letter, it would seem to be a watite of time and 
"labor for me to examine the very numerous and complicated 
" questions which have been raised in regard to the rights of 
" said raIlway, or to give any opinion in nJation thereto. It 

.. " is proper for me to say, however, that the right of the Gilbert 
"Elevated Railway to construct its railroad in Sixth Avenue 
" and upon the sidewalk of Reservoir Square, does not depend 
"upon the consent of the Park Department. If such right 
" exists, it is by virtue of various acts of the Legislature, and 
" any rights or powers conferred by such acts can be exercised 
" without the consent of the Park Department." 

(Minutes, .iuly 11, 1877, p. 10'1.) 

Filed. 

Elton A venue. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, in reply to the Depart

ment as to whether the construction of fire cisterns in Elton 

Avenue can be omitted from the work of the contractor, in 

which he states as follows, viz. : 
"Undel"ordinary circumstances, the Department cannot, as 

" I have heretofore had occasion to advise, materially modify a 
" contract made at public letting. The plesent case is a very 
" extraordinary and unusual one, growing out of the annexation 
" to the city of a part of Westchester County, and the opening 
" of a new street. 

" If the fire cisterns in question are constructed, the expense 
" thereof will have to be aRsessed upon the property benefited 
" by the improvement of Elton Avenue. 

" If it be true that such cisterns are obsolete and useless, the 
" expense of constructing them would be money thrown away. 
" Moreover, owing to the opening of the street, and the removal 
" of the church, which will be made necessary thereby, the con
" tract cannot be literally carried out by ereding new cisterns 
" in the location where the old ones were, and connecting them 
" with the roof of said church. 

"Under these circumstances, I think the Department clm 
" legally, tlnd without risk of vitiating the assessment for the 
" work, permit the COL tractor to omit the rebuilding of such 
" cisterns, provided, as suggested in your letter, he will consent 
"to make a proper deduction from the contract~priceof the 
" work. 
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" It il!! hardly necessary for me to suggest that, if the eon
" struction of such cisterns is omitted, the Department should 
" see to it that such a deduction is made from the contract
"price as will pren'il t auy question hereafter arising as to 
" whether such dednction was sufficiently large." 

(Minutes, August 8, 1877, p. 211.) 

Filed. 
Also from the Engineer in charge of said work reporting that, 

under the circumstances, $600 would be a proper deduction to 
make from the contract-price, if the fire-cisterns are omitted. ' 

11le PRESIDENT moved that the Engineer in charge be author
ized to allow Ihe contractor for regulating and grading Elton 
Avenue, to omit the construction of the fire-cisterns in said 
avenue, on condition that he agrees to a deduction of $600 
from his contract-price for said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmhtive, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Union Square Urinal. 

:From the Health Department calling the attention of the 
Department to certain altemtions and repairs requir~d in the 

urinal at the Oottage in Union Square. 
Also from the Superintendent of Parks reporting upon said 

communication, and stating that he had made the repairs men
tioned, but that the l!-inch supply pipe to the urinal is con
nected with a ~-inch tap to the Croton water main in the 
street. 

That this is not sufficient to allow a full flow of water, and 
recommending that a second ~-inch tap be connected with the 
supply pipe, the cost of which he estimates at $30. 

'.rhe PRESIDl!:NT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
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directed to have a second i-inch tap from the Croton water 

main connected with the supply pipe. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to saiel motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor. 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore. 
-4. 

Railroad Crossing at Fordham. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 
he had met the Superintendent of the Harlem Railroad Com
pany, as directed by the Board, and consulted with him as to 
the best means to prevent accidents at the crossing of Kings 
Bridge Road and Pelham A venue. That the only certain pro
tection to the public will be effected by carrying out the plan 
of streets filed January 3d, lS77, but that the necessary legal 

proceedings for acquiring title to the land, &c., will occupy con
siderable time. That in the mean time the Superintendent of 
the railroad company has promised to place and keep a flag
man at Pelham Avenue crossing. 

(Minutes, August 22, 1877, p. 242.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting a preliminary 
study for a temporary bridge to the entrance on the south end 
of the Museum of Natural History building, the cost of which 
he estimates at from $4,000 to $4,500. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said preliminary study 
be approved, and that when it is also approved by the Trus
tees of the American Museum of Natural History, the Super
intending Architect be directed to prepare and submit 
specifications and working drawings for same. 

• 
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rrhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, aud it was determined in the affirmative, 

a. majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aycs-Co_umissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
~ ~ 

Manhattan Square. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superintending Architect, submitting plans and 
specifications for a temporary roadway, &c., on Manhattan 
Square, to afford an approach from Eighth Avenue and 
Seventy-seventh street to the entrance on the south end of the 
Museum of Natural History building. 

(Minutes, August 22, 1877, p. 241.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said plans and specifications be 
approved, and that the work be done on orders issued by the 
Treasurer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as {ollows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 1Vetmore 
-4. 

Swedish School House. 

From the ~uperintendent of Parks reporting that the found
ations for the Swedish School Honse are completed; and 

asking for the instructions of the Board concerning the f'urthel' 
erection of the building. 

(Minutes, July 18,1877, p. 165.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent LJe directed 
to proceed with the erection and (~ompletion of said building. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa.-yor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore, 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, on behalf of the Committee 
on Plans of the American Museum of Natnral History, request. 
ing that the Department would order the following items of 
flxtra work in connection with the Museum of Natural History 

building, at a cost not exceeding the figures set opposite each 
itEm, namely: 

I'htmbing. 

Changing position of washstand in office, second floor. " ........ .... .. $15 00 
Putting in galvanized east iron zinc wash basin in student's room, attic 

story... . . ....... , .......... , ... ' ........ ,. . ... . . .. . ... .. . 50 00 
Furnishing a~d putting up four marble slabs in urinals, attic story:.. . . . Iili 00 

Oarpenter's Work. 

Casing tauks in water closet, attic story ..................... . 
Extra shpet iron coverings for cases in attic story. . . . . . .. ' ......... . 
Putting facia around circular stair well hole ....... " ................ . 

Ma .• on's Work. 

Iii 00 
48 00 
26 00 

Patching plastering behind ca,es, attic story.. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . Hi 00 ~ 
Extra mason work around engine in cellar. steps flagged, &c, . . . . . .. . .. 150 00 
Patching around well hole, circular .tairway. . . .. . . . . • . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . 10 00 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that none 
of the above items are provided for in outstanding contracts. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said items of extra work b~ 
ordered; and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders 
therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting 'in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 
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Museum of Art. 

From the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, asking 
for a p .yment of $1,000 on account of their contract for heating 
and ventilating the Museum of Art building. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, recommending that 
they be allowed a payment not exceeding $600 on account. 

(Minutes, July 11,1877, p. 153.) 

. The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to prepare and submit an estimate in favor of said 
Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company on account of their 
said contract, and not exceelling $600. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the merubers of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Comruissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman;W etmore 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. James Brady, assignee of Mr. Joseph C. Brady, 
- asking for a payment of $6,001) on account of his contract for 

the carpenter's work of the Museum of Art building. 
Also from the Superintending Architect recommending that 

Mr. Brady be allowed a payment to that amount. 
(Minutes, Aug. 1, 1877, p. 191.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to prepare and submit an estimate on account of 
said contract, and not exceeding $6,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the BoaJ;d would 
agree to said motion, and it wa, determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the memhers of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes~ommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 
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Muaeum of Naturl11 .History. 

From Messrs. Strippel & Son, asking for a payment ~Ii'~ccount 
of their c~utract for the constr~ction of cases for the Museum . . 

of Natural History building. 
Also from the Superin!ending Architect, recommending that 

Messrs. Strippel & Son be. paid $3,500 on. account. 
(Minutes, April 11, 1877. p. 744.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintendingi 
Architect be directed to prepare and submit an E*"timateh£avcr 
of said Strippel & Son, o'n account of their contract, aIid'notex
ceediog $2,500. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 
-4. 

John Richards!>n. 

Wm. Flafiigan" 

From the Disbursing Clerk fowarding two certificates of 
amounts due to former laborers on the Parks as follows. viz: 

John Richardson, double team, December 8th to 21st, 1872. . . ... .. $16 32 

, Wm. Flannigan, laborer, December 10th to 24th, 1870 .............. 1050 

Referred to the Treasurer for his report. 

Riversid.e A venue. 

From Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors for the im
provement of Riverside Avenue, with reference to the manner 
in which the Superintending Engineer reqniresthe upper 
portion of the retaining waU to be built. 

(Minutes, Aug. 8, 1877, p. 214.) 

Referred to the' President to. report. 

, Riversid~ Avenue. 

From MesSrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors for the im-
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provement of Riverside Avenue, with reference to the plans for 
receiving basins which the Superintending Engineer has pre
pared. 

Referred to the President to report. 

Filling for Manhattan Square. 

From Mr. John Mulholland, offering to deliver filling 1ll 

Manhattan Square at the following prices, v~: 
Earth filling, 17 cents per cubic yard. 
Stone" 14 " ,," 

Filed. 

Wm. H. Cooney. 

From Mr. James J. Slevin, and others recommending Wm. 
H. Cooney for a position on the police force. 

Filed. 

Audit . 

. Commissioner WENMAN, chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report. 

The Auditiug Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: I 

American District Telegraph Co., rent 

. and services ....................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Allnin & Co., repairs to flag ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 
Bell, Thomas, repairs to hal·ness ... , ... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Boote, Edwd., tiling .................. Museum Nat. Hist. 

Colgate & Co., laundry soap ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Cent.ral Gas Light Co.,gas-bridges .... Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Imp. and Maint. 

Cook, Ebenezer, sponges .............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 
CrOlla, J. James R., petty expenses. _ •••• Surveying, laying 

out, etc.. 23d 

and 24th W ardL!l, 

$14 66 

10 00 

6 86 

5,961 60 

6 00 

60 00 

24 38 

1.18 19 
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))eck~r, Nicholas H., and Geo. W. Quin-

. tard, labor and materials ....•••••••• Impt. and Const. 

Riverside Ave. 

Early & Lane, pail, brooms and matches. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Frazee, L. F., nse of patent ......••.••. Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Imp'. and MainL. 

Foster & Co., meat and vegetables ...... Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P ••• _ .. 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ..................... _ ...•.... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 
Gordon, Robt., treasurer, expenses Mu-

seum of Art ............. , ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter, gas ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, August., ••. Maint· and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Imp. and Maint. 

Harmer, Hays & Co .• harness and ma-

terials ............................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Handibode & Johnson, coal.. •....... , .Maint. 23d and 

24~h Wards .... 

Hoyt, J. B., & Co., belting, &c ......... Maint,and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 
Jones, Chas.. and Thes. P. McQuade, 

. labor and materials ................. Brook Av. Sewer. 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ...•...•... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23dand 

24th Wards .... 

Maint. 28d and 

20 lSO 

$12 50 

50 00 

t'T9 85 

50 

Uth Wards.... 19 88 

'U,880 U 

25 00 

253 50 

62 50 

588 50 

25 811 

62 50 

5 38 

82 00 

28 25 

7.625 'To 
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Keuffel & Esser, drawing materials •.••. City Parks Imp. 

Fund ........ .. 

'Kelso Bros., coal. ...... '" ..•.••...•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•.... 

Harl~m R. B. Rep., 

Irup. and Maint. 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

~abagh, Wm. 0., salt .•..•.•...•...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ••.... 

Lestlll' Oil Co., oil .................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... 

Harlem R. B. Rep., 

Impt. and Maint. 

&c ........... . 

Maloney, Bernard, trenching .......... Mus. Nat. History, 

McNa'll & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbg. matls.Mus. Nat. History, 

City Parks Impt. 

Fnnd ......•.. 

Maint and Guvt. 

[Wednesday, 

$22 50 

45 00 

$60 '75 

2'7 00 

$10 20 

'Tl 

$12 80 

6'7 50 

1'7 00 

3 50 

8'7 75 
150 00 

P. and P....... 5 00 
15 91 

Morgan, J •. Pierpont, Treas. expenses 

.. M~seum Natural History .•......••. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 781 96 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., Gas August .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 4 38 

Moffat, David & Co., leather ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . , 03 

Mullane, John, corn, oats, &c., &c ...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 280 20 

N. Y: Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, August,Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 315 00 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co , meter, gas. Maint. and GO\·t. 

P. and Poo .... 2 25 

N. Y. GasLight Co., gas, August .... " .Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 331 50 

O'Donnell,. Frank A.., laying pipes •••.•.. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 1S02 85 
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Prentice, James, levelling rod ••••••.•.. Surveying, laying 
out, etc., 23d 

and 2tth Wards 

Post & McCord, iron work ............. Museum of Art ••• 

Rogers. H. A., h .. rdware .........••... City Park!! Impt. 
Fund ..•..•••. 

HarlemR.B.Reps., 

Impt.and Maint. 

&c ......•••••• 

Maint. and Govt. 

P.and P ...• ••• 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food •.....•.••...... Maint. and Govt. 
P. and P .••••.. 

Scott, D., fish .•.....••..........• , ... Maint. and Govt. 
P. and P ..... ,. 

Van Riper, Chas., plow points and paint.Maint. 23d and 
24th Wards ...• 

Willing & Co., repairs to gauge .... , ... Maint. 23d and 
24th Wards .... 

RECAPITULATION. 

$3 68 

1/i 

12 62 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places....... $2,943 66 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards. . • .. . . .. . . . . . . . . 137 91 

Harlem river bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten· 

ance. _ ...........•...........•..•.......... " ... " .. 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .•....... 

City Parks Improvement Fund ............••..••••.•.• 

Museum of Natural History. . . . . . .. . ................. . 

Museum of Art ......•..... , ............ , •....•. , •.•.• 

Improvement and construction of Riverside A venue ..... . 

207 Hi 

74 69 

520 04 

6,121 80 

3,008 88 

11,830 16 

$16 00 

3,008 88 

16 45 

16 00 

20 15 

7 93 

8 50 

$32,469 99 

Brook Avenue sewer ................•• 7,625 70 , 
___ $32,469 99 

~I/101mting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty.two thousand four hundred 

and sixty-nine dollars and ninety.nine cents. 

(Si~~ed) 

,~ew. York, September 12th, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t Auditing 
JAS. F. WENMAN, f Oommittee. 
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The PRESIDE~ m.Oved that the B.Oard do n.Ow appr.Ove the 
above menti.Oned bills, and that the Secretary be directed 
t.O transmit them t.O the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT' put the questi.On, whether the Board w.Ould 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a maj.Ority .Of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-C.Ommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Denman Place. 

The PRESIDENT, t.O whtlm was referred the communications 
of Messrs. Allis.On & Shaw and Mr. James R. Angell, attor
neys, requesting that the certificate for the work on Denman 
Place be issued, verbally reported that he had examined the 
contract for the work on Denman Place, and the various as
signments for the same, and that HenryScbmidt and Frank 
Beck are now the assignees of the .Original contractor, James 
Finegan, and are entitled to receive the certificate for the 
w.Ork. 

(Minutes, Aug. 29, 1877, p. 250.) 

Commissi.Oner STEBBINS m.Oved that said report of the Presi. 
dent be accepted and ad.Opted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree t.O said m.Oti.On, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a maj.Ority.Of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
there.Of, as f.Oll.Ows : 
Aye8~Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetm.Ore 

-4. 

Audit of Certificate. Denman Place. 

Commissi.Oner WENMAN, Chairman.Of the Auditing Commit

tee, presented the following report: 
The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 

examined and audited the following certificate of the late En-
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. gineer in charge of the improvements in the territory formerly 
constituting the town of Morrisania, in pursuance of proceed
ings authorized by the Board of Trustees of said town prior to 
the first day of January, 1874, and submit the same to the 
Board for approval. 

CONTRACTOR, IMPROVEMENT, 
No. OF 

CERTIFICATE. 
AlI!OUNT, 

------1-----·--·--·------------
Henry Schmidt Regulating and Grading of Denman Fifth and $3,564 57 
and }<'rank Beck, Place from Concord Avenue to Union final. 
Assignees of Avenue, 
James Finegan, 

Dated New York, Sept, 12th, 1877. 

(Signed) H. G, STEBBINS} Auditing 
JAS. F. WE)llI!AN, Oommittee. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following preamble 

and resolution: 
Whereas, The certificate of the late Engineer in charge of the 

improvements in the territory formerly constituting the town of 
Morrisania, in pursuance of proceedings authorized by the 
Board of Trustees of said town prior to the 1st day of January, 
1874, set forth in the report of the Auditing Committee this day 
presented to the Board, has been examined and audited by 
the Commissioners of this Department; 

Resolved, That the said Commisssiouers approve, and they do 
hereby approve, the work and amount certifip.d by the said late 
Engineer in said certificate; and that the Secretary be, and 
hereby is, directed to prepare the certificate to be delivered to 
the contractors mentioned in said report, in pursuance of the 
provisions of Section 7, Chapter D~9, Laws of 1874, and in 
accordance with the said certificate of the said late Engineer, 
and submit the same to the Commissioners of this Department 
for their signatures. 

The PRESID.ENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was dt:termined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-4.. 
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Audit of Engineer's Fees on Works in late Town of Morrisania. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and audited the following bill of Mr. E. C. Morrison, 
the late Engineer in charge of the improvements in the terri~ 
tory formerly constituting the town of Monisania, in pursuance 
of proceedings authorizell by the Board of Trustees of said 
town prior to the 1st day of January, 1874, and submit the 
same to the Board for approval. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Regulating and grading Denman Place, from Concord Avenue to 
Uniun Avenue. . .. ........................................ $89 85 

(Signed) H. G. STEBBINS, } .Auditing. 
Jas. F. WENMAN Oummittee. 

Dated NEW YORK, Sept. 12,1877. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Board do now ap
prove the above-mentioned bill of the late Engineer in charge 
of said improvement, and that the amount thereof be certified 
to the Finance Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of thtl Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 'Venman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Police trials, Gate Keeper Wm. Love and Special Patrolman S. W. Conklin. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had tried the following 
officers of the police f0rce on the following complaints, 
VIZ: 

Gate Keeper Wm. Love, charged with conversing with a 
tlitizen at his gate for three quarters of an hour en the 24th 
Auguat, 1877. 
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Special Patrolman S. W. Conklin, charged by Mr. A. V. 
Trust, with being rough and abusive in his manner to a gentle
man in Union Square on August 31, 1877. 

That he found Gate Keeper Love guilty of the charges pre
felTed against him, and recommended that he be fined two 
days' pay. 

That Special Patrolman Oonklin was not guilty; that the 
complaint was made by a stranger and not by the gentleman 
himself. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the report of the 
President be accepted and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the atIirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Estimate for 1878. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he was ready to present a draft 
of the Departmental Estimate for 1878. 

(Minutes, Aug. 1, 1877, p. 190.) 

Oommissioner STEBBINS moved that the subject of the 
Departmental Estimates for 1878 be laid over and their con
sideration taken np 'at a special meeting, to be held on Sep
tember lath, 1877, at 3 o'clock P. M. 

Adopted. 

Third Avenue Bridge Gates. 

The PRESIDENT presented the authority from Mr. Lawrence 
F. Frazee, patentee of "Fi'azee's patent ferry gates," for the 
Department to construct, put up and use on Third Avenue 
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Bridge, four of his patent improvements on gates, and moved 

that it be filed. 

(Minutes, August 22, 1877, p. 234.) 

Adopted. 

Carpenters in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had, on the 5th inst., 
authorized the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards to employ Andrew J. Francis and Henry Mangan 

as carpenters. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved, and that said Andrew J. Francis and Henry 
Mangan be appointed carpenters in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards from the 5th Sept em bel' inst. 

(Minutes Aug. 29, 1877, p. 255.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Tran~fers to pay judgments. 

The PREsmE~T offered the preambles and resolution: 

Whereos, certain employes, hereinafte~' named, of this De
partment have recovered Judgments agamst the Mayor, Alder
men and Commonalty of the City of New York for salary and 
wages due them; and 

Wherea8, the fund for the payment of judgments is ex
hausted; therefore 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, requested to transfer the sum of $2,478.UO 
from the appropriation for" Maintenance and government of 
parks and places," 1874, for the purposes of which it is not 
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required, to an appropriation to pay the following judgments, 
with interest, viz. : 

DATE-OF 

JUDGMENT. 
NAME. 

AMOUNT OF 

JUDGMENT. 

-------1------ -.--.-----. -----~ ------

1877. 
July 6 ......... ' . Frederick Law Olmsted... . .......... . 

" .. . •.. : ... Frederick J:.aw Olmsted ................. . 
August 23 .... , .. John Beckett .... , ............ , ........ . 

" " .... , " John McLaughlin. . . .. . ... . . .. . . .. . ... . 
" •...... William L. Fischer .................... . 
" ....... John Watkins_ ...................... _ 
" ....... Oharles B. Trimble _ ....... _ ............ . 
" ..•.... Henry Oarp!:nter ....................... . 

$1,322 22 
737 57 

48 91 
48 91 
'13 54 
61 22 
87 33 
48 90 

========.-----------_._--

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said pream bles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Morse Statue. 

The PRESIDENT presented a plan for the reduction in size of 

the plinth, and pedestal of the Morse statue, as requested 

by Mr. M. J. Power, and moved that Mr. Power be authorized 

to remove the statue, for the purpose of reducing the widt.h of 
the plinth and rebronzing the statue, at his own expense, and 

that the Treasurer be authorized to issue an order for th(-\ r~ 

duction of the pedestal in accordance with said plan. 

(Minutes, June 13, 1877, p. 111.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board woul(l 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmati ve, 
a majority of' all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
.Ayes....-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wellman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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The PRESIDENT stated that it is necessary to reduce the present 
rate of expenditure for the maintenance of the Parks, as 
the appropriation is being exceeded, and that there are small 
balances on some other accounts which, with the concurrence 
of tue Board of Estimate and Apportionment, can be trans
ferred to the maintenance appropriation. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said subject be laid 
over. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 12.15 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Thursday, the l:1th inst. at 3 o'clock 
P. lII. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 



Thursday, Sept. 13, 1877.] 283 

']'UIJRSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-3 O'CLOCK P. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

On motion of the President, th~ reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 12th inst. was dispensed with. 

Estimates for 18'78. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom it was referred by the Board at 
the meeting held on the 1st day of August, 1877, to 'prepare 
and submit a draft of the estimates for 1878, presented the 

following as the departmental estimates for that year, and 
recommended that it be transmitt ed to the Board of Estim'tte 

and Apportionment. 
(Minutes, September 20, 18'76, p. 295 and Sept. 12, 18'7'7, p. 2'79.) 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS. 

DEPARTMENTAL ESTIMATES FOR 1878. 

Salaries. 
To pay entirely the salaries of the president, clerks, 

engineers, architects, landscape architectR, and 
all other employes of the Department, excepting 
meClhanics, gardeners, and laborers, and their 
foremen employed in the work of maintenance, 
and excepting also salaries paid under oth~r dis-
tinct appropriations in this apportionment ..... . 

(Sees. 83 IUId 112, Ch. 335, Laws of 18'73.) 

$45,000 
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Police. 

For all expenses connected with the force of keepers 
of the Central Park, and the several parks, 
squares, and places of the city, including the 
salaries and pay of the captain, lieutellant, ser
geants, patrolmen, post and gatekeers, night 
watchmen, and tailors, .. , ...... ' ............ . 

(Sec. 6, Oh. 290, Laws of 187l.) 

Maintenance of Parlc.~ and Place~. 

Including wages of foremen, gardeners, mechanics 
and laborers, &c., employed on works of mainte
nance and also the maintenance of the Meteoro-

[Thursday, 

$90,000 

logical Observatory .................. , . . . . . . . $210,000 
(Sec. 5, Oh. 26, Laws of 1865.) 

(Oh. 595, "1869.) 
(Sec. 83, Oh. 335, 1R73.) 

Note.-This includes certain fixed sums, such as 
l. Gas, from $15,000 to....... . .. .. ... ..... . ~~5,tIO(l 

according to the number of lamps erectpd which 
are kept lighted. The lighting of these lamps 
should propprly be included in the contract,l of 
the Gas Oommission. 

Office rent, U niun Square. . . . . . .. . ........ . 
2. Oertain payments which are necessary fOI' 

men in, permanent places or in buildings, whose 
labor is necessary in order to put the working 
force in the field. 

This includes the persons in charge of the build
ings, such as the Arsenal, the urinals and the 
ladies' cottages and the offices of the Department; 
the men einployed in the stables and in charge of 
the animals in the zoological collection and sheep
fold; the blacksmiths, harness makers, plumbers, 
and me,chanical engineers. 

It includes, also, fuel for all the buildings and 
food for all the animals. 

This can now be reduced to about. . .. . ..... . 
It has heretofore, and within three or fOllr 

years, cost more than twice that slim. 
It has been reduced to the lowest practicable 

amount. . 
The above payments must all be met before the 

work in the field. which is the effective work of 
the department, can be carried on. 

3. This last is the real work of the Parks, and 
where the money reaches its proper object and 
produces results of permanent valne. 

, It includes the following: 
Roads and bridle roads. 
Walks. 
Turf and borders. 
Planting tre~s and shrubs. 
Skating ponds and ice. 

5,000 

50,O( 0 
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Green-houses. 
Transverse roads. 
Drainage. 
Repairs of building·s. 
Seats and signs. 
Lakes and water. 
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:From 1872 to 1876 an average of $17,000 II 

month was expended on the above items. 
In 1876, an average of $7,700. 
In 1877, ." " 7,500. 

The result of this reduction has been that much 
of the proper work of the parks has been neces
sarily neglected, such as the turf and the trees, 
and some of the roads and walks. The buildings 
also need .extensive repairs for the same reason. 

Every year's delay in expenditure for these 
purposes will increase the amount to be expended 
to restore them to good order. 

On the most careful consideration, at least ..... 
will be J:ecessary for the year 1878. 

Any reduction from this amount will requil'e a 
much larger expenditure hereafter. 

MUSfj1tms. 

130,000 

$210,OuO 

For the keeping, preservation, and exhibition of 
the collections of the American Museum of 
National History and the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art ............................... . 

(Sec. 7, Ch. 756, Laws of 1873.) 

Harlem River Bridges. 

For the repairs, improvtlment and maintenance of 
existing bridges over the Harlem River. 

Third A venue Bridge, 
Central Bridge, 
Farmers' Bridge, 

30,000 

Kings Bridge... . . .. .... . ..... . ...... $7,900 00 
The present Central Bridge is in a dangerous 

condition .. 
(Sec. 3, Ch. 534, Laws 1871.) 

Note.-It will be more economical and advanta
geous to reconstruct the two shore spans of the 
Central Bridge of iron rat.her than repair and 
support the prpsent wooden structure . 

. If this is done $25,000 must be added to the 
estimate. 

If this is not done the repairs in wood to the 
Central Bridge will cost $4,000 00. 

We ask for one of these amounts. 
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Maintenance Qf Streets, rec., in 23d and 24th Wards. 

For the maintenance and government of public 
places, roads, avenues and bridges in the 23d 
and 24th Wards, including the salaries and 
wages of all persons employed in the work. . . . .. $50,000 00 

(Sec. 14. Oh. 329, Laws 1874.) 

Note.-This includes 136 miles of streets and 
roads, and about 100 interior bridges, and pro. 
vides for work on the new plan of making the 
repairs permanent by the use of stone for road 
material. 

Bronx R£ver Bridges. 

For repairing and maintaining the bridges over the 
Bronx Rlver, in 23d and 24th Wards. , .... ' .... ' $2,,500 00 

(Sec. 14, Oh. 329, Laws 1874.) 
These bridges are all dilapidated. dangel'ous 

and liable to lall. Foul' of them should be rebuilt 
of iron if the Westchester authorities concur. 

If this is done, for the city's half of the expense, 
$7,500 must be added. 

Surveying, rec., 23d and 24th Wards, Clnd the north end of the 
Island. 

For surveying, laying out, and monumenting the 
23d and 24th Wards and the north end of the 
Island (north of 155th Street), inclnding the 
salaries and wages of all persons employed in the 
work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ......... $40,000 00 

(Sec. 14, Oh. 329, Laws 1874) 
(Oh. 6"4," 1874.) 

The maps of a large portion of the territory 
have been finally adopted, and those for the 
remainder are nearly ready. This renders the 
monumenting of the whole district necedsary. 

Music. 

Music for the Central Park. .......... . 
If mu~ic is to be provided for the smaller City 

Parks this amount must be increased. 

$5,000 00 

Total ....................... _ ... $479,50U 00 

SPECIAL ITEMS. 

The following are necessary works, and have in previous 
years been presented to the Board of Estimate and Apportion-



September 18, 1871.J 287 

ment. They can be postponed, if the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment judge best. . 

Oity Ball Park Pavement. 

For all the walks, not including the carriageway 
in front of the City Hall, running from Broadway 
to Chatham street. 

Total ar('a of walks in this park, sq. feet ..... . 
Deducting the old pavement in good order, sq. 

feet. . • . • .. • •. . . .. . • .. • . . . . . •. . .. .• . ....... 

And deducting the Gunther pavement laid un-
der the appropriation of 1876, sq. feet ......•••.. 

Leaving to be paved, sq. feet ...... _ ........ . 
The estimate of the cost is $17,0110. 
This can be done in part, in successive years, 

to the extent of any appropriation made for it year 
by year. 

Sea Wall at the Battery. 

The construction of the exterior wall is defect
ive, so that the water wa.hes through and under
minI's the wall and the sidewalk. 

The wall should be repaired and protected hy 
an outside pavement, and the sidewalk should be 
relaid. 

This can be done in part, in succ('ssive years, to 
the extent of any appropriation made for it year 
by year. 

The estimllted cost of completely repairing the 
wall is $20,000. 

122,828 

23,844 

98.984 

43,549 

55,436 

Tax Maps 0/ Twenfy-thh'd and Twentyfourth Wards. 

For preparation and making of maps for the 
use of the Commissioner_ of Taxps and Ass"8s
m"nts, including salaries and wages for per"ons 
immediately employed on the work. 

(Ch. 411, Laws 1876.) 

The old maps now in use are very defective. 
Some land escapes taxation, and some is taxed on 
inaccurate statements oj' area. 

The estimate for one year's work is $11,000. 
The maps, at that rate, would be completed in 
two years. 

For Oelebration 0/ independence Day. 1878. 
No appropriation was made last year. If the 

cf'lebl'ation is renewed it will requirtl the expen
diture of t7,500. 
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Commissioner STEBBINS moved that each item in the pro

posed estimates be considered sepal'ately. 
Adopted. 
Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the amount for 

Salaries be fixed at $35,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
a.gree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting In 

favor thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore.-3. 
No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the amount for 
Police be fixed at $80,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Aye-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noe8-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that the amount for 

Maintenance of Parks and Places be fixed at $175,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye--Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, Wen man, Wetmore·-3. 

Commissioner WENMAN then moved that the amount for Main-
tenance of Parks and Places be fixed at $195,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a. majority of all the members of the Board nQt voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbin!!!-2. 



September 13,1877.] :389 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the -amoant for ~aintena.n.~e 
of Parks and Places be fi~ed at $210,000. 

The PRESIDENT' put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman-2. 

Commissioner WETMORE then moved that the amount for 
maintenance .of Parks and Places be fixed at $200,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the .. Board voting in f~vol' 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the amount for Museums 
be fixed at $20,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the amount for Harlem 
River Bridges be fixed at $7,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
a:gree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa VOl' 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 

-4. 
Commissioner S1'EBBINS moved that the amount for Maillt~n· 
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ahce of Streets. &0 .. in the Twenty-third a.nd Twenty-fourth 
Wards, be fixed at $26,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, wllether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman-2. 
Noes-Commissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 

Commisl'ioner WENMAN then moved that the amount for 
Maintenance of Streets, &c., in the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards be fixed at $40,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to 8aid motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
It majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the amount for Bronx River 
Eridges, be fixed at $2,500. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a fuajority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

'Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 
-4 . 

. Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the amount for Survey

ing, &c., Twenty~third and Twenty-fourth Wards and the north 
end of the island, be fixed at $10,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it wa3 determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Madin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

! 
\ 

-; 
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Commissioner WETMORE then moved that the amount tor 
Surveying, &c., Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, and 
the north end of the island, be fixed at $30,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the amount for Music be 

fixed at $4,000. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Na-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then moved that all the special items 
be placed as a statement at the end of the estimates, but that 
no specific amounts be asked for them. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
Commissioner WENMAN then moved that the draft depart

mental} estimates presented by the President with the notes 
added to the different items and as modified by the action of 
the Board, be approved and that they be transmitted to the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and to the Board of 
Aldermen. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
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agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Commissioner Stebbins-I. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 5\ 
o'clock, P.M., to meet on Wednesday, the 19th inst., at 9 o'clock, 
.\. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA.Y, SEPTI{MDER 19th, 1871'. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" WENHAN. 
" WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 12th and 13th 
insts., were read and approved. 

Bridge over Harlem River. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposals heretofore received for the con~ 

struction of a bridge over the Harlem River, at the int,ersec
tion of Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth 
Street, be not opened, and that all proceedings in reference to 
said proposals be postponed indefinitely. 

(Minutes, August 15, 1877, p. 217.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in, 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, SteQbins, Wen man, Wetmore 
-4. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. H, the meeting being 

~pened to the public, the President of the Department an-
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nounced to those present, and to those of the bidders who 
d,esired to be present, that the proposals for the construction 
of the iron bridge over the Harlem River, at the intersection 
of Madison Avenue and One hundred and thirty-ninth Street, 
would not be opened, and that all proceedings in reference to 
said proposals were postponed indefinitely.' 

The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Third .A venue Bridge. 

From the Comptroller of the city, stating that Messrs, Gibb 
and O'Reilly offered to substitute Mr. Nickolaus Schoen in 
place of Mr. Henry Smith, as a surety for their faithful per
formance of the contract for refiooring the Third Avenue 
Bridge, heretofore awarded to them. 

(Minutes, September 12th, 1877, p. 264.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the CommissionerR of the Department of 

Public Parks of the City of New York hereby consent to the 
substitution of Mr. Nickolaus Schoen, of No. 56 Avenue D., in 
said city, in the place of Mr. Henry Smith, as a surety for the 
faithful performance of the contract for refiooring the roadway 
of the Third Avenne Bridge over the Harlem River, hereto
fore awarded to Messrs. Gibb and O'Reilly. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Rent of Offices, 1876. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Ap

portionment, with a copy.of the following resolution adopted 
by that Board, on the 10th September, 1877, namely: 

. Re.~olved, That the sum of of six hundred and twenty-five dollars is hereby 
transferr~d from the appropriation for" Maintenance and Governm~nt of farks 
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and Places," 1875, which is in excess of the amount required for the objects and 
purposes thereof, to the appropriation for "Maintenance and Government of 
Parks and Places," 1876, which is insufficient. . • 

(Minutes, July 18, 1877, p. 163.) 

Filed. 

Horace Loomis. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, forwarding the 
resignation of Mr. Horace Loomis, Assistant Engineer. 

(~fiuutes, August 29, 1877, p. 258.) 

Accepted. 

144th Street, 23d Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, forwarding a letter from Mr. James H. Welsh, 
complaining that, on account of One hundred and forty-fourth 
Street, east of Willis Avenue, in the' Twenty-third Ward not 
being curbed and guttered and the flagging on the sidewalk 
not being laid, the water floods th(\ basemtints of his houses on 
that street. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be filed, and 
th'at Mr. Welsh be informed that the WOl'k which he desires to 

have done, must first b~ directed by ordinance of the Common 
C011ncil. 

A.dopted. 

John O'Counel, J. Dowd. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that John O'Connel, laborer, and J. 
Dowd, teamster, had been absent from work for three days, 
and applied to be restored. 

The PRESIDENT moved that John O'Connel and J. Dowd be 
restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in faTor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Elton Avenue. 

From the Engineer in charge of Elton A venue improvement, 

stating that the contraetor will not agree to make a deduction 
of $600 from the contract price of said work, on account of 
the omission of the fire cisterns, 

(Minntes, September 12, 187'7, p. 265.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Exchange of sheep and animals. 

From the Director of' the Menagerie, stating that a Mr. L 
M. Blakely has offered such animals as may be selected for 

the Menagerie in exchange for three ewes from the flock on 

Central Park. 
Also that he can exchange a gray wolf for three monkeys, 

which are required in the Menagerie. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved th~t the exchange of the 
gray wolf for three monkeys be authorized, but not that of the 

ewes. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore, 

-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, submitting a plan and specifi
cations for casing the five main ribs in the central hall of the 
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Museum of Art building with galvanized iron, the estimated 

cost of which he states to be $6,000. 
Endorsed on said communication is the following: 
"Approved for the trustees of the Metropolitan Museum of 

" Art. " (Signed) THEODORE WESTON. 

j .Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said plan and specifica-
) tions be approved .and that the Secretary be directed to pre

pare and insert the necessary advertisements for proposals for 
said ,work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

. Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Van Horn & Fogazzi, asking for a payment on 
account of their contract for the painting of the Museum of 
Natural History building. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, recommending that 
Messrs. Van Horn & Fogazzi be paid $1,375 on account. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to prepare and submit an estimatEl in favor of Messrs. 
Van.Horn & Fogazzi, on account of their contract, and not 
exceeding $1,375. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore, 
-4. 

Sewer connecti ons on Riverside Avenue. 

From Mr. R. M. Waters, asking permission to connect a six-
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inch drain pipe with the surface drain pIpe now being laid 
down on Riverside Avenue. 

Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting 

that the drainage system on said avenue is not intended nor 
suitable for the reception of house drainage and sewerage. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that Mr. Waters' application 

be declined and that he be informed that the drainage system 

in Riverside Avenue is not intended nor suitable for such 

connections, and that the authority to grant permits a!ld to 
make connections with street sewers in that portion of the city 

is vested in the Department of Public Works. 

Adopted. 

Hunt's Point Road, 23d Ward. 

From Mr. Fredk. E. I ves and other property owners and 
residents of Hunt's Point, calling attention to the condition of 
Hunt's Point Road, and requesting that it be put in proper or
der before the winter. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards for his report. 

C. Borger. 

From Mr. C. Borger, requesting permission to sell fruit, can

dies, &c., at Eighth A venue and Sixtieth Street. 
Commissioner WETMORE moved that the permission request

ed be refused. 

Adopted. 

Applications for positions. 

The following applications for positions were received and 
ordered to be filed: 

From Mr. E. BIeyer, for a position as inspector. 
From Mr. W. M. Smith, for the position of steam engineer. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Angell & Blake Mfg. Co., heating, etc .... Museum of Art .. 

Brady, Jos. C., carpenter's work ........ Museum of Art .. . 

Croft, Wm.F., building foundation ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......... . 

Fischer, W. L., travelling expenses ... " .Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ...... . 

Grant, W. H., interest on salary ......... Surveying, &c., 

Morgan, J. P., Treas., expenses .Mus. Nat. 

23d and 24th 

Wards, '74 ..... 

Hist .................... " ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ... , ... 

Morton & Chesley, work on cases ....... Museum Nat. Hist. 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, drinking foun· 

tain .............................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co. gas, meter .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Strippel & Son, cases ............ " ... Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Van Horn & Fogazzi, painting ........ MuseumofNatural 

History ...... . 

Van Horn & Fogazzi, painting ........ Museum of Natural 

History ...... , 

RECAPITULATION. 

Museum of Art ........................ , •. '" . . . $5,940 00 

Museum of Natural History........................... 4,136 00 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places........ 410 24 

$540 00 

5,400 00 

193 00 

22 99 

93 40 

367 75 

316 00 

136 04 

19 50 

2,250 00 

1,375 00 

195 00 

$10,908 68 
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City Parks Improvement Fund .... ' .......... , , ....... . 329 04 
Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, '74..... 93 40 

---$10,908 68 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of ten thousand nine hundred and 
eight dollars and sixty.eight cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, September 19,1877. 

H. G. STEBBIXS, 

JAS. F. 'VEXMAN, 

t Auditing 
l Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned bills, and that the Secretary be llirected to 

transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 

'1'he PnESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes - Commissipners 

Wetmore-4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the Minutes: 

Department of Public Parks. 

In .Aceount with James F. Wenman, 'Treasurer. 

Ca. 

1877. 
Aug. 16.-By balance ........................... " .. . $926 67 

" 15 to t Sept. 19. I Cash received from licenses, pound, grass, &c .. 1,304 58 

-- $2,23126 
Da. 

Aug.1lito I T h 'd" t C't T "2231 n5 Sept. 19. f 0 cas pal III 0 I Y reasnry.............. 'IP , .. 

(Signed) JAB. F. WENMAN, 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, Sept. 19, 1877, 
9.30 A.M. 

Treasurer, D.P.P. 
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Wm. E. Beames. 

The PRESID.b:NT then presented [t copy of a writ of certiorari 

issued from the Superior Court, in the matter of " The People 

" of the State of New York, ex reI. Wm. E. Beames vs. The 

" Oommissioners of the Depa1·tment of Public Parks of the Oity 

" of New York," which had been served on him, directing that 
. a return be made of all proceedings relating to the removal of 

said Wm. E. Beames, late a clerk in this Department. He also 

presented a copy of various extracts from the minutes in rela
tion to the matter, and moved that they be forwarded to the 

Counsel to the Corporation as a statement f6r the return of 

the Commissioners. 
(MinuteB, Jan, 31, 1876, p. 066.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmo.re 

-4. 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the applicatIOn and 

bill of Mr. O. Vaux, Architect, for commissions on the amount 

. of work done on the Museum of Art building, by the park force 

or otherwise, outside the contract work, verbally reported his 

opinion that Mr. Vaux was entitled to his commissions on the 

cost of the building, whether the work was done by contract or 
otherwise, but that he was not entitled to commissions on the 
cost of the excavations made by the park force at the site of 

the building, and before its construction was commenced. 
(Miuutes. Aug. 22, 1877. p. 237.) 

Mr. C. VAUX, Architect, was then received, and explained 
the reasons why he considered himself entitled to commissions 

on the total cost of the building, including the excavations. 
He then retired. 
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Oommissioner WETMORE then moved that the report of the 

President and said subject be laid over until the next meeting 

of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Maintenance of ParKs, &c. Transfer of balances for 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the snbject of the reduction of 
expenses of the maintenance of parks and places, and the 

transfer of surplus balances to that appropriation, as pre

sented in his report, be taken up. 
(Minutes, Sept. 12, 1877, p. 282.) 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimates and Apportionment 
be,and hereby is, respectfully requested to transfer to the apJ 
propriation for "Maintenance of the parks and places, for 
"wages of foremen, gardeners, mechanics, and laborers em
" ployed on the work of maintenance, &c.," 1877, and from the 
following appropriations, the undermentioned sums, which are 
i!l excess of the amounts required, namely: 
"Harlem River Bridges-Repairs, improvements aud mnintenance," 

1877 .................................................... $1,167 00 
" Police-salaries of captain, lien tenant," &c., &c" 1877.. . . .. ... . .. . 6.228 00 
"Music-Central Park," 1877 ...... ,.... .. ...................... 18000 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affinna-' 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, vVetmore 

-4. 

Mowers. 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that all the mowers employed 

on the parks be discharged. 
(Minutes, May 31, 1877, p. 80.) 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenm,'tn, Wetmore 
-1. 

Gravel. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 

purchase four boat loads of screened gravel for the parks, as it 
is required. 

(Minutes, May 23, 18'17, p. 66.) 

'1'he PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of t.he Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-1.' 

Lakes in Central Park: 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Civil and Topographical Engineer be 

directed to report as to the nature and cause of the green stuff 
floating in the Central Park lakes, and as to whether any means 
can be used to avoid it otherwise than by an additional supply 
of water. Also to consider and report at what cost and with 
what prospect of value an artesian well could be provided, and 
whether any other means can be adopted to increase the supply 
of water, not involving drawing from the Oroton Reservoirs. 

Adopted. 

Police. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the consideration of the 

report which he had presented on the reorganization of the 
police force be taken up. 

(Minutes, August 29, 1877, p. 255.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, Wellman, Wetmore-3. 

No.-Oommissioner Martin-,-l. 

Oommissioner WEN MAN then offered the following resolution, 
VIZ: 

Resolved, That the following named officers in the police force 
be, and hereby are, transferred from the positions and ranks 
which they now hold to that of gate keepers, viz: 

Michael :McGinnis, Richard VV. Morgan, Thomas )Iulligan, Lawrence Moore. 
croft, Patrick Sheran, George P. Schaff, John Steinert, Patrick Burns. Martin 
Philbin, James Valles, John Pye and John Kcll.\·. 

Resolved, That the following named officers in the police force 
be, and hereby are, transferred from the positions of gate
keepers to that of patrolmen, viz : 

Daniel Vi. Bull, M. C. Cunningham, ,Tames Higgins, Henben E. Hewitt, James 
Larkins, George 'V. Pyne, James Sterling;, Francis McLoughlin, Peter McCusker, 
J ames Ferris, Patrick Nevins and Thomas Ulings. 

The PRESIDENT put tho question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutious, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, ·Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

P. Loofi'ell, W. F. Leonard, P. Sheran. 

Oommissioner W ENMAN offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, Post-keepers ,Philip Looffell and W. F. Leonard, 
and gate-keeper Patrick Sheran have been for many years in 
the service of the Department, but are now ill and unabl" to 
perform duty; 

Resolved, That they be, and hereby are, granted leave of 
absence, with half pay, until the further order of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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Isaac Evans. 

The PRESIDENT presented a return to the order of certiorari 

in the case of Mr. Isaac Evans, which had been prepared by 

the Oounsel to the Oorporation. 
(Minutes, Aug. 22, 1877, p. 241.) 

Oommissioner WEN MAN tben offered the following preambles 

and resolution : 

Whereas, The Department has suLmitted to the Counsel to 
the Oorporation the minutes of the proceedings of the Depart
ment having relation to the removal of Isaac Evans; and 

Whereas, The Counsel to the Corporation has prepared and 
sent to this Department a return to the writ of certiorari is
ued by the Supreme Court in the matHer of ,. The People, &c.," 
ex rel. Isaac Evans, relator, I/(fainst The Board of Commis
sioners of the Department of Public Parks, responc1ents : 

Resolved, That the President of the Depa~tment be, and 
hereby is, authorized to sign and certify said return on behalf 
of and for said Board of COll1niissioners. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

a!?/ee to said preambles and resolution,' and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the Members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Henry Koster. 

The PRESIDENT presented a return to the order of certiorari 

in the case of Mr. Henry Koster, which had been prepared by 

the Oounsel to the Oorporation. 
(Minutes, Aug. 22, 1877, p. 241.) 

Commissioner WENMAN then offered the following preambles 

and resolution: 

Whereas, The Department has submitted to the Counsel to 
the Oorporation the minutes of the proceedings of the De
partment, having relation to the removal of Henry Koster; 
and 

Whereas, The Counsel to the Corporation has prepared and 
sent to this Department a return to the writ of ce1,tiorcwi issued 
by the Superior Oourt in the matter of "The People, &0., ex 
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1'el, Henry Koster, relator, agrlinst The Board of Commissioners 
of the Department of Public Parks, respondents." 

Resolved, That the Presiaent of the Department be, and 
hereby is, authorized to sign and certify said return on behalf 
of and for said Board of Uommissioners. 

The PRESIDE~1' put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Sewer in Mott Avenue. 

Commissioner WENMANoffered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.9) of Mr. Pat,rick Mulhol
land for the construction of sewers in Mott Avenue, One hun
dred and forty-fourth Street and One hllndref:l and thirty-eighth 
Street, in the Twenty-third Ward, be accepted as the lowest 
bid; that the contract be, and hereby is, awarded to Mr. 
Patrick Mulholland therefore, and that the President be, and 
hereby is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this 
Department. 

(Minutes, September 12, 1877, p. 262.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Uommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Sewer in 3d Avenue, &c. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'l'hat the proposal (No. 14) of Mr. John B. Devlin 

for the construction of a sewer in Third Avenue and One hun
dred and forty-third Street, in the Twenty-third Ward, be ac
cepted as the lowest bid; that the contract therefore be, and 
hereby is, awarded to Mr. John B. Devlin, and that the Presi
dent be, and hereby is, authorized to execute same for and on 
behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, Sept. 12,1877, p. 263.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ay~8-Commis~ioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Broken Trap-rock and Screenings. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the proposal (No.2) of Messrs. James J. 

Jones and John J. McQuade for the delivery of 750 cubic 
yards of broken trap-rock and 250 cubic yards of trap-rock 
screenings be accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract 
therefore be, and hereby is, awarded to Messrs. James J. JODes 
and John J. McQuade, and that the President be, and hereby 
is, authorized to execute same for and on behalf of this Depart
ment. 

(Minutes, Sept. 12, 1877, p. 263). 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it 'was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

Mr. T. W. Rollins, the co.ntractor for the iron work of the 
Museum of Natural History building, was then received, and 
he stated that when he commenced the work on said building, 
in 1874, Mr. C. Vaux, Architect, told him that if he would 
build the temporary wooden bridge to the buildiug, which he 
required for 9is own use, in such a manner that the Department 
could use it thereafter, he would be allowed $100 for it. That 
he did construct such a bridge, and upon drawings furnished 
to him by the Architect. 

The Superintending Architect was then received, and he 

stated that he understood that Mr. Vaux. had made some such 
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promise to Mr. Rollins, but that the bridge which Mr. Rollins 

constructed,although perhaps a little stronger than that which he 

required for his own use, was not of any use to the Depart-" 

ment, and will now have to be removed That he directed the 

foremen of carpenters to make an examination of the bridge, 

and an estimate of its cost, and that he had informed him that 

its outside cost could not have exceeded $130. That, under 

the circumstances, he did not feel justified in recommending 

the Board to allow· Mr. Roilins anything for said bridge. 

Oommissioner WENMAN then offered the following resolu· 

tion: 

Resolved, That Mr. T. W. Rollins be allowed the sum of $100 
for the erection of the temporary bridge at the south end of 
the Museum of Natural History building. 

'rhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether tl1f\ Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was deteJ mined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Stebbins, 'Venman, Wetmore-3. 

No-Oommissioner Martin-I. 

On motion of Oommissioner WENMAN, the Board adjourned 
at 12:30 o'clock P.M., to meet on Wednesday, October 3d, 

1877, at 9 o'clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, IS77. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 19th day of 
September were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Jerome Avenue. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, with a copy of the 
following preamble and resolution, which were approved by his 
Honor the Mayor on the 21st of September, 1877, viz.: 

Wherea". Central Avenue was intended And is almost exclusively nsed as a 
pleasure drive, but by reason of the dust that constantly arises from pa,sing 
vphicl·s the original intention is perverted, and·a drive thereon is now anything 
but plf'asant or agreeable; be it lhprefore • 

Re"olve I, That, the DppRrtment of Public Parks he, and is hprpby, rf'qupstf'fl to 
have the roadway of CentrRI Avenae, from Central BI'idge to the Killgsbritlge 
road. sprinkled with water, in order to prevent annoyance from dust by persons 
driving on said avenue. 

Filed. 

Stocks and Bonds for '1877. 

From the Comptroller of the city, requesting that he be fur
nished with an estimate of the amount of money which the De
partment will require during the remainder of the present year 
for:expenditures from the proceeds of stocks and bonds. 
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~he PRESIDENT stated that the whole of the funds pl'ovided 
for the construction, &c., of the Museum of Art and Museum of 
Natural History buildings by Sec. 2, Chap. 290, Laws of 1871, 

and Chap. 351, Laws of 1875, will be i'eqnired this year, and 
that about $10,000 of the City Parks Improvement Fund, pro
vided by Chap. 608, Laws of 1875, will be necessary during the 
remainder of the year, and he moved that the Comptroller of 
the city be so informed. 

Adopted. 

Fountains. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, requesting that all 
the fountains in the parks, except the Bethesda Fountain in 
Central Park, be stopped, on account of the falling oft' of the 
water supply occasioned by the continued drought. 

(Minntes, Sept. 6, 1816, p. 2'71.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that on receipt of said communication 
he had imm~diately given directions to have the request of the 
Commissioner of Public Works complied with, and moved that 
his action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Museums of Art aud Natural History Stock. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, adopted by 

that Board on the 19th of September, 1877, viz. : 
Resolved, That the Comptroller be, and he is hereby authorized to iss11e, from 

time- to time, as may be required, and at such rates of interest as he may deter
mine, not exceeding seven per cent. per annum, "Museums of Art and N.atural 
History Stock," authorized by Chapter 290, Laws of 18'71, amounting to twenty
five thousand dollars, in full of requisition of the Departml'nt of Public Parks, 
dated !5eptember 9, 1875. 

(Minutes, Aug. 1, 1877, p. 188.) 

Filed. 

Lakes in Central Park. 

From the Health Department, in relation to the condition of 

the lakes in Central Park. 
(Minutes, September 19, 18'77, p. 303.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Health Department be in

formed that this Department has the subject of cleaning the 
waters of the lakes under consideration, ancl that said com
munication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Gardeners. 

From the Landscape Architect, recommending that the 
gardening force employed on the parks be not reduced. 

(Minutes, Sept. 19th, 1877, p. 302.) 

Filed. 

Central Bridge. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, ref' orting that it is 
necessary to relay the first course of planking on the ap
proaches to Central Bridge over Harlem River, as it is 
decayed to a considerable extent, and estimating the cost of 
doing so at from $750 to $800. • 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 55.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintendent 
of Parks be directed to have said planking relaid, at a cost not 
exceeding $800. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

144th Street. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that 
the ordinance for setting curb and gutter stones on One hun
dred and forty-fourth Street, between Third and College 
Avenues, was reported favorably in the Board of Aldermen. 

That it is found that in unpaved streets, where curb and 
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gutter-stones are set, they are very frequently undermined and 

caused to settle by the water in heavy rains, and that this evil 

is prevented by laying a strip of stone block pavement, about 

three feet in width, outside of the gutter stones. 
That College A venue, as laid out, crosses this street, and 

provision should be made for cross-walks, and he recommends 

that the Board of Aldermen be requested to amend the ordin

ance before passing it, so as to include the items of work 

above mentioned. 
(Minutes, Aug. 29th, 1877, p. 247.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board of Aldermen be re

quested to amend said ordinance, as recommended by the 

Civil and Topographical Engineer. 
Adopted. 

Jerome Avenue. 

From the ~nperintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that he required four extra teams and 

two additional steam engineers, to enable him to water Jerome 
Avenue during the present race days at Jerome Park. 

(Minutes, Oct. 3d, 1877. p. 309.) 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had iss ned orders on the 
25th September, for fonr extra teams, and had directed the 
Superintendent of Parks to detail to the Superintendent of 

the Twenty-third and 'rwenty-fourth Wards two men who are 
capable of acting as steam engineers. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved. 

The PUF.SIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board 'voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
Wetmore-'4. 
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Wm. Leslie. 

From Mr. Wm. Leslie, axeman, applying for an increase of 

pay. 
(Minutes, June 6,1877, p. 87.) 

Laid over. 

Cistern under sidewalk. 

From Mr. Wm. R. Beal, President of the Central Gas Light 
Co., requesting permission to construct a cistern under the 
silewalk in front of the property of said company, at the corner 
of One hundred and thirty-ninth Street and Locust A.venue. 

Referred to the President to report. 

SeWer in Mott Avenue. 

F~om Mr. Patrick Mulholland, accepting the contract for the 
construction of sewers in Mott A venue, One hundred and forty
fourth Street, and One hundred and thirty. eighth Street. 

(Minutes, Sept. 19,1877, p. 306.) 

Filed. 

Sewer in Third Avenue. 

From Mr. John B. Devlin, accepting the contract for the 
construction of a sewer in Third A. venue and One hundred 
and forty-third Street. 

(Minutes;September 19, 1877, p. 306.) 

Filed. 

Broken Trap.rock and Screenings. 

From Messrs. James J. Jones and John J. McQuade, ac
cepting the contract for the delivery of 750 cubic yards of 
broken trap-rock and 250 cubic yards of trap-rock screenings. 

(Minutes, September 19, 1877, p. 307.) 

Filed. 

R. L. Cooke. 

From the Reverend W. H. Cooke, son of the late R. L. 
Cooke; formerly employed as a division engineer by this 
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Department, making application for compensation for his 
father's services from February 7th, 1877, to August 10th, 1877, 
during which time be worked for, but was not employed by, 
this Department. 

(Minutes,February 7t1~, 1877, p. 605.) 

Laid over. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Theodore Roosevelt and Wril. A. Haines, the 
committee on plans of the American Museum of Natural His
tory, approving of the general designs for the temporary bridge 
to the south entrance of the Museum of Natural History 
building, but requesting that the frame be covered with galva
nized iron, that the sides and ceilings be plastered, that the 
flooring be made of plain and encaustic tiles, and that the 
exterior of the whole structure be of galvanized iron, provided 
the total cost does not exceed $6,000. 

(Minutes, September 12, 1877, p. 267.) 

Commissioner SlEBBINS moved' that the additional works 

to said bridge be approved, and that thp, Superintending Archi
tect be directed to prepare the plans and specifications ac
cordingly, and so that the whole cost of the structure will not 
exceed $6,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners 
Wetmore-4. 

Museum of Art. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 

From Mr. John Taylor Johnston, President of the Metropoli. 

tan Museum of Art, stating that his opinion, and that of such of 
the trustees of said Museum as he had been able to see, is 

J 
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adverse to the claim of Mr. O. Vaux, Architect, for commis
sions on the cost of the excavations at the site of the Museum 
of Art building. 

(Minutes, September 19, 1877, p. 301.) 

Laid over. 

Central Park. 

From Mr. Willis Van Winkle, requesting that the hour of 
closing Oentral Park during the winter months, be fixed at 11 
o'clock, P. M. instead of 9 o'clock P. M. 

Filed. 

. Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From. Mr .• John J. Orane, calling the attention of the De
partment to the work of the construction of the sewer in 
Brook Avenue, and requesting that the low and marshy land 
where the Mill Brook runs and the bed of the brook itself, be 
filled in and levelled off. 

Referred to the Oi viI and Topographical Engineer for his 
report. 

American Asphalt. 

From Mr. Geo. W. Wingate, requesting permission for the 
American Asphalt Oompany to lay down a portion of the side
walk on Union Square with American asphalt. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be referred 
to the Landscape Architect, with instructions to consult with 
Mr. Wingate and report whether it is not practicable to allow 
said company to lay down the whole of the sidewalks round 
one of the smaller parks. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Morton, Ohesley & 00., assignees of the \ 
contractors for the construction of cases for the Museum of 
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Natural History building, asking for a payment of $10,000 on 
account. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that Messrs. 

Morton, Chesley & Co. have finished their contract with the ex

ception of about $500 worth of work; and recommending that 
they be paid $10,000 on account, as there will still remain a 
balance of $1,800 unpaid. , 

(Minutes, Aug. 15, 1877, p. 222.) 

Commissioner WEN MAN moved that the Superintending 

Architect be directed to prepare and submit an estimate on ac
count and in favor of the contractors for the construction of 
cases for the Museum of Natural History building, and not 

exceeding $10,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said motion, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, W enman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Applications. 

The following applications for positions in the Department, 
were received and ordered to be filed, viz. : 

From Mr. Charles Crary, in behalf of John Coombs, for a position on the police 
force. 

From Jlh. F. J. Twomey in behalf of same. 
From ~fr. E. Kilpatrick and olh('r. in behalf of same. 
From His Honor the Mayor and others, in behalf of John O'Neil, for a position on 

the police fOI·ce. 
From Mr. Andrew Martin, in behalf of James P. Sullivan, for a position on the 

police force. 
From Messrs. Wm. and John O'Brien, in behalf of Gate Keeper L. Delany, for the 

position of patrolman. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

B&rtine, Edwin R., Am. Ensign •••.•••• Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .••..• 

Boote, Edwd., tiling •.••........ ' ••••• Museum of Nat. 

History .•.•... 

Cooper, Hewitt & Co., iron wire .•...••. Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P ..•..•• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund •••.•••••• 

Crombie, Th05. J., lumber .•.•.•.•.•••• Surveying, laying 

out; etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .•• 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Devlin, Chas., repairs to Kings Bridge •. Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M •••••••••.•• 

Edwards, Chas. A., agent, rubber hose •• Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P .•••• ,. 

Egan K., & Co., waste ................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ••• '" 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps.,Impt. and 

M ..••......... 

Ghetti, Antonio, cutting letters ......... Surveying, laying 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of , 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

line. • . .. • . .. . . .. .. .. ........... Maint. and GQvt • 

P. andP ••••... 

Handibode & Johnson, coaL ........... Maint. 23d and 
24th Wards ••. 

Holbrook, E. F. & Bro., glass ....••.•.. Maint. and Govt. 
P.&P ....... . 

Jube, John P. & Co., carriage materials .• Maint. and Govt. 
P. and P •••.••• 

$12 GO 

2,98080 

$9 '10 

3 4'1 
.~ 13 1'1 

$51 50 

858 29 
909 '19 

898 G8 

60 'Hi 

$500 

5 00 

10 00 

19 01) 

62 50 

45 00 

81 35 

I'1G 81 

• 



Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter, gas .. Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Milliken, David, sawdust .....•••.•.. , . Maint. and Govt. 

P. do P, 18'76 .•. 
Morgan, J .. Pierpont, Treas., expenses 

Mnsenm of Art ......••..... '" ..• Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .•.... 

N. Y. & N. J. Globe Gas L. Co., gas 

August .................••..••... Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., labor ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....••••. 
Rollins, T. W., temporary bridge ..•••.. Museum Natural 

Rist ..••...... 

Rogers, H. A., hardware, spikes, etc ••.. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 
Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Vaux, C., commissions ................ Mnseum Natural 
Rist ......... . 

Wheatly, R. R., oats and hay ......•. , .Maint. 23d and 
24th Wards ..... 

RECAPITULATION. 

[ Wednesday, 

30 00 

1116 24 

22'7 38 

11 00 

100 1)0 

$23 70 

12 00 

41 02 
'76 '72 

'709 31 

90 '75 

$'7,432 20 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .....•.. $1,593 '75 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

Rarlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ......... . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Museum of Natural His~ory .•...•••............•..•.••• 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 18'76 ..... 

1,01'7 '74 

903 58 

82 55 

14 4'7 

3,'790 11 

30 00 
---$'7,432 20 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of seventy-four hundred and thirty

two dollars and twenty cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, October 3d, 18'7'7. 

R. G. STEBBINS, t Avdiling 
JA8. F. WEN.MAN, f Oommittee. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and that the Secretary be directed 
t.o transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners M~rtin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

, The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 
Department of Public Parks in account with 

James F. Wenman, 'l'rea8'lWer. 

18'1'1. OR. 

Sept. 19. } 
to, By cash rec'd from licenses and permits, ..... 

Oct. 3d. 
3'1 38 

$37 38 
DR. 

Oct. 3d. To balance................................. 3'1 38 
$3'7 38 

(Signed) JA8. F. WEimAN, 

Tre(I8Urer D. P. P. 

New York, Wednesday, October 3d, 18'1'1, 9.30 A. )(, 

Treasurer's Accounts. 

Commissioner STEBBINS, who was appointed to examine and 
audit the acc(\unts of the Treasurer, presented the following 
report, which was accepted and ordered to be printed in the 

minutes: 
The committee appointed to examine and audit the accounts of the Treasurer, 

James F. Wenman, Esq., up to and including July 31,187'1, respectfully reports 
that he has examined and audited said accounts, and finds the same correct, the 
balance to the credit of the Department of Public Parks, being twenty ($20) 
dollars; 

H. G; STEBmNs, 
.A lIditing Committee. 

(Signed) 

New York, september 25,18'1'1. 
(Minute8, August 1. 18'1'1, p. 203.) 
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Laborers for Monumenting. 

The PRESIDENT reported that on September 12th nIto., he 
had authorized the Civil and Topographical Engineer to 
employ Richard Gambling and George Robinson as laborers 
to assist in setting monuments in the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the President 
be confirmed, and that the pay of said laborers be fixed at 
$1.50 per day each, until this date. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said Richard Gambling 
and George Robinson be, and hereby are, appointed laborers to 
assist the Civil and Topographical Engineer in setting monu
ments in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, and that 
their pay be fixed at $1.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative , 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Commissioner STEBBINS then offered the following reso
lution: 

ResOlved, That the action of the Board on the 27th day of 
September, 11)76, and entered on page 311 of the minutes of 
proceedings, authorizing the Civil and Topographical Engineer 
to employ two laborers whenever he requires their services for 
the purpose of monumenting the streets and avenues, be, anq 
llereby is, rescinded. . 

(Minutes, Sept. 2'1, 18'1'1, p. all.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor , 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Sewers in Mott avenue, &c. 

Sewer in Third avenue, &c. 

The ~RESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. E. B. Van Winkle be, and hereby is, 

appointed City Surveyor for the following works, the con
tracts for which have, been awarded to the undermentioned 
con tractors, viz. : 
1. Sewers in Mott avenue, 144th street and 138th street. Contractor, P. Mul. 

holland. 

2. Sewer in Third avenue and 143d street. Contractor, J. B. Devlin. 

(Minutes, Oct. 3, 1877, p. 313.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

George S. Greene. 

The PRESIDENT stated that as the prosecution of the work 
of constructing the bridge over Harlem River at the intersec
tion of Madison Avenue and 139th Street was postponed indefi
nitely, in consequence of the omission of the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment to act on the subject, it was 
necessary for the Board to take action in regard to the posi
tion and pay of General George S. Greene, who was appointed 
Engineer in charge of the construction of said bridge, and he 
r~commended that General Green be notified thereof. 

(Minlltes, January ~4 lind Sept. 19, 1877, pp. 567 lind ~93.) 
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General George S. Greene was then received and informed 
that it was proposed to remove him from the office of Engineer: 
in charge of the construction of said bridge, on account of the 
suspension of the prosecution of the work, and he was 
allowed an opportunity of making an explanation in relation 
thereto. He then addressed the Board, and stated that under 
the circumstances of the non-prosecution of the construction 
of said bridge he could not expect the Department to retain 
him in that position, but he stated that he should consider 
himself entitled to pay up to this date. He then retired. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That General George S. Greene, Engineer in 

charge of the construction of the bridge over Harlem River, 
at Madison Avenue and 139th Street, be and hereby is sus
pended without pay, until the further order of the Board; and 
that the subject of what, if any, pay should be allowed to 
General Greene from August 1st, 1877, to this date, be re
ferred to Commissioner Stebbins to report. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm9.
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Offices for Superintendent of 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT reported that, as directed by the Board on 
the 8th of August last, application had been made to the Board 
of Aldermen to authorize the lease of the offices occupied by 

the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards. That, as appears from the official report of the pro
ceedings of the Board of Aldermen, published in the City 
RecoTd, the following report of the Committee on Law Depart
ment, was presented to the Board of Aldermen on the 28th dny 

of September, 1877, and adopted, viz.: 
The Committee on Law Department, to whom was referred the annexed com

munication from the Department of Public Parks, with an opinion of the Co@.se! 
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to the Corporation in relation to the power of the departments to lease their 
offices, and a form of agreement between the Mayor, &c., by the Department of 
Public Parks and Ebenezer Valentine and William Briggs, for lease of premises at 
Fordham, now occupied by the said Department, respectfully 

REPORT: 
That the subject is not a new one, having engaged the attention of our Com

mittee and your Honorable body in the early part of the present year, when reso
lutions were passed directing the Department of Parks to vacate the premises it 
now occupies (and which it recommends the city to lease), and to occupy others 
equally well adapted for the use of the Department, and far more convenient for 
persons desiring to transact business with it, which is now occupied, and for which 
the city pays an annual rental, and by which the city would effect an annual 
saving of four hundred dollars. 

The report will be found on pages 204 and 205 of the proceedings of this Board 
at the meeting of April 26, 1877, to which your Committee respectfully beg leave 
to refer. No valid reason has been or can be given by the Park Department, that 
would justify your Honorable body in reversing the directions then given, or· that 
would warl'ant the Common Council in contradicting, by its action, the facts 
therein contained. Had the Park Commissioners obeyed the provisions of the 
resolutions then passed, instead of seeking the opinion of the Counsel to the 
Corporation, upon provisions of the Charter that are simple in themselves and 
easily comprehended, the difficulty that now besets them would have been avoided 
in a great measure, and YOUl' Committee would have been spared the necessity of 
again occupying the time of your Honorable body with a subject that had 
previously been acted upon, and which was then l'egarded as having been finally 
disposed of, so far at least as the Common Council was concerned. Your Com
mittee, therefore, respectfully ask to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject, and that the papers be ordered on file. 

SAMUEL A. LEWIS,} Committee on 
GEORGE HALL. Law Department. 

(Minutes, Aug. 8, 187'7, p. 208.) 

Laid over. 
Special Patrolmen. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the time of the employment of the eight 

special patrolmen authorized by the Board on the 6th day of 
June, 1877, be, and hereby is, extended and continued from the 
1st of October to and including the 31st day of October, 1877. 

(Minutes, Aug. 1, 1877, p. 198.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

• Telegraph Line. 

Commissioner WENMAN, to whom was referred the subject of 
renewing the agreement with the Gold and Stock Telegraph 
Co., for the telegraph lines 'between this oflice and the Central 

• 
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Park, reported verbally that he had seen the officers. of the 
company, and he recommended that the agreement be renewed 
from October 1st to December 31st, 1877, on the same terms 
and conditions as the former agreement, and that the President 
be authorized to sign such an agreement on behalf of the 
Department. 

(Minutes, July 25th, 1877, p. 18~.) 

Oommissioner WETMORE moved that said report be accepted 
and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

• favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Construction of Drains in 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT presented an assignment from Mr. Michael 
Noonan, contractor for the construction of drains in the 
Twenty-foUrth Ward, to the Bulls Head Bank, and 
mqved that a copy of said assignment be filed with the 
contract, and that the original be transmitted to the Finance 

Department. 
(Minntes, July 11, 1877, p. 155.) 

Adopted. 

Jerome Avenue. 

The Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards was then received, and stated that he found it impossible 
to water Jerome Avenue, and only employ the men and teams 
for eight hours each day, and that he had been obliged to re
quire them to work over time. He then retired. 

Oommissioner STEBBINS then moved that the ~ubject of allow_ 

ing extra time and pay to the laborers, teams, &c., employed in 
watering Jerome Avenue,be referred to the President with power. 

(Minutes, October 3, 1877, p.312.) 

I '\ 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wou1d 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirrpative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Wm. E. Beames. 

The PRESIDENT presented a return to the writ of ceTtioJ"al'i 

in the case of Mr.William E. Beames, which had been prepared 
by the Oounsel to the Corporation. 

(Minutes, September 19, 1877, p. 301.) 

Oommissioner WENMAN offered the following preambles and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The Department has submitted to the Oounsel to 
the Oorporation the minutes of the proceedings of the Depart
ment having relation Ito the removal of William E. Beames; 
and . 

Whereas, The Oounsel to the Oorporation has prepared and 
sent to this Department a return to the writ of ce1't1:0TaTi issued 
by the Superior Court, in the matter of "The People, &c., ex 
rel William E. Beames, relator, against the the Board of Com
missioners of the Department of Public Parks, respondents," 

Resolved, That the President of [he Dep,utment be, and 
hereby is, authorized to sign and certify said return (J]l behalf 
of and for said Board of Oommissioners. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wen man, Wetmore, 

-4. 

Thomas F. Goodwin. 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that Thomas F. Goodwin, 
stone cutter, who had been employed on an order issued by the 
Treasurer on the 15th September last, for the purpose of altering 
the pedestal of the statue of Morse, be placed and paid on the 

", 
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pay roll from said date until the work he was employed for is 

completed, at the rate anowed to stone cutters. 
(MInutes, September 12, 1877, p. 281.) 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

tlJereof, as follows: 

AYe8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Mineral Spa. 

The PRESIDENT stated that it would be advantageous to use 

the building occupied as a Mineral Spa, in Central Park, by 
Mr. Carl Schultz, for other purposes, and that Mr. Carl 
Schultz, the licensee offered to surrender his license, if 
permitted to erect another and more suitable house at the 

junction of the drives, opposite the southwest end of the 
Mall, at his own expense, to be repaid to him by a credit on 

his license fees of a new license to be granted him for 
five years. The President then presented a design for said 
house, which Mr. Schultz had submitted to him. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said subject be laid over. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner Wenman, the Board adjourned 
at 12 o'clock noon, to meet on Wednesday the 17th October, 

1877, I1t 9 o'clock, A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

SecretaTY D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10th, 1877. 

SPEOIAL MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

The Board met, pursuant to the following call of the Presi
d~nt: 

Mr. W:M. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P.,' 

CITY OF NEW YORK, 
DEPARTYENT 011' PUBLIC PARKS, 

36 Union Square (East), 
8th October, 1877. 

Sm, ...... You will please call a special meeting of the Board on Wednesday, the 
10th inst., at 9 o'clock A. :M., for the purpose of taking action upon the report of the 
Auditing Committee. 

Respectfully, 
(Sigd.) W:M. R. MARTIN, 

President Dep. Pub. Parks. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
.. " STEBBINS. 

" WENMAN. 

On .motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 3d inst. was dispensed with. 

By unanimous consent of all the Commissioners present, 
the following communications were presented and read: 

Museum. of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Theodore Roosevelt and William A. Haines, 
on behalf of the American Museum of Natural History, request
ing that the order for settees for the Museum of Natural His
tory building be given to Messrs. Andrews & Co., on condition 
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that they supply all that are required in the building for $950, 
and of the patterns which they shall select. 

(Minutes, June 20, 1877, p. 120.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 
issue his order for the said settees in the form requested by 
Messrs. Roosevelt and Haines. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman--3. 

Plants, &c., belonging to Messrs. Shook & Gilmore. 

From Messrs. Shook & Gilmore, requesting permission to 
place certain plants, trees, etc., in Central Park for safe-keep
ing, at their own expense and risk. 

(Minutes, Sept. 27, 1876, p. 309.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that permission be gran ted to Messrs. 
Shook & Gilmore to place said plants, trees, etc., at Mount St. 
Vincent, in Central Park, during the coming winter, at their 
own risk and without expense to the Department. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that Assistant 
Engineer F. A. Calkins has prepared plans for grading and 
draining the grounds around the Museum of Art building, and 
has reported to him that there will be needed for the purpose 
froID 1,100 to 1,200 cubic yards of mould, and recommending 
that this material be purchased and delivered at the ground 
as soon as possible. 

(Minutes, August 8, 1877, p. 210.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the Treasurer be author
ized to purchase 1,100 cubic yards of mould, to be delivered at 
the Museum of Art building. . • 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said. motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, v/ enman-So 

/ Audit. 

Oommissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bouker, John A., trap-rock and screen-

ings ........ __ .... _ ..... _ ....... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ........ . $4,580 49 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ............. Harlem R B., 

Rep~., Tmp. & 

lIL...... ...... 6000 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber and timber ... Harlem R B., 

Reps., Impt. & 

M............ $187 04 

Maint: 23d & 24th 

Wards.. ...... 81 04 

Croes, J. James R, petty expenses ...... Surveying. laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards ... 

bevlin, Jno. B., garden mould ......... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ...... .. 

Decker, Nich. H. & Geo. W. Quintard, 

labor and matls .................. Tmpt. and Const. 

Riverside Drive 

Jones, Chas. & Thos. P. McQuade, labor 

and matIs ....................... Brook Ave. Sewer 

Foster & Co., meat aud vegetables ...... Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

268 08 

92 45 

950 00 

8,233 40 

10,449 33 

235 '15 
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Harmer, Hays &; Co., harness matls .•.. Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .•.•.•. 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas Sept ....... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .... ,. 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. &; 

M ............ . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ Maint. lind Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Maint., etc., 23d &; 

24th Wards .... 

Kelso Bros., coaL ..................... Maint. and Govt. 

McNab &; Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .....•.••..• 

Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

matls ............................ Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., meter gas ..•• Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas Sept ... Mllint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mulcahy &; Hopkins, boiler iron ...••••. Mllint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Murphy &; Nesbit, hard brick ........ , .Museum Natural 

History ••..••. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund •..••••• 

[ Wednesday, 

$10 60 

3 60 
$140 00 

28 60 

$12 50 

5000 
62 50 

$83 40 

13 '10 
9'1 10 

$15 62 

6 25 

3 13 
2500 

$10 42 

15 '18 
---- 26 20 

13 44 

4 38 

6 44 

$6 50 

6 60 

---- 18 00 
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New York Mutual Gas Light Co., meter 

gas ............................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

• N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas Sept.. .Maint. and Govt. 

P. aud P •••••• 

N. Y. & N. J. Globe Gas Light Co., 

limited, gas light .•• " •..••...... Maint. and Govt. 

P.&P ....... . 

NY. Gas Light Co., gas, Sept ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Noonan, Michael, labor and materials .•. Drauiage district 

in 24th Ward, 

bounded by Ford

ham & Pelham 

Aves., &c .•.•... 

Rhinelander, F. W., Treas., expenses Mu-

seum of Art ..................... Maint. and Govt. 

P.&P ....... . 

Riley, James, hauling stone ...... , .•... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Rogers, H. A., hardware .•••••.....•• Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 
Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... ,. 

Shepperd, F., sprinklers and repairs .•.. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Shepperd,G. S., repairs to pipes ......• Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ••. 

Scott, David, fish •.•••.•....•..•.... Maint. and Govt. 

P.&P ..•..••• 

Young, Chas. C., crackers .••..•..•••.. Maint. and Govt. 

P.&P .•••..•• 

RECAPITULATION. 

$4200 

50 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. • • .• • •• $1,898 oM 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards......... ......... 4,'193 90 

Museum of Natural History. . . .. • • .. ... ............. • • 9 63 

$24 00 

316 58 

233 '15 

331 50 

1,10'1 20 

54600 

25 80 

42 50 

35 95 

1 00 

11 '10 

8 00 

$2'1,844 14 
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Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Main-

tenance ....... '" ... , ......... _ . " ............. ' . $303 29 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards........ 92 45 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..•..... , .............• > • 956 50 

Brook Avenue Sewer ........•.••..................... 10,449 33 

Improvem~nt and Construction Riverside Drive ..... " . . . 8,233 ~:1 

Drainage District 24th Ward, bounded by Fordham and 

Pelham Avenues, etc. .... . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. ... 1,1(;7 20 
--$27,844 14 

-------

Amounting in the"aggregate to the sum of twenty-seven thousand eight hundred 
and forty-four dollars and fourteen cents. 

(Signed) t .Auditing 
" JAS. F. WENMAN. I Committee. 

New York, October lOth, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
• 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Oommissioners Martin, 
-3. 

Geo. S. Greene. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Oommissioner STEBBINS, to whom was referred the subject 
of what, if any, pay should be allowed to General George S. 
Greene, from August 1st to October 3d, 1877, reported verbally, 
that he had consulted with the Oomptroller of the City, in re
lation to the matter, and with his approval, he recommended 
that the pay-rolls of General Greene, up to and including Octo
ber 3d, 1877, at the rate of $4,000 per annum, be certified and 
transmitted to the Finance Department for payment. 

(Minutes, Oct. 3, 1877, p. 32l.) 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that the report of Oommis
sioner Stebbins be received and adopted by the Board. 
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'rhe 'PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

'- John Richardson. Wm. Flannigan. 

The TREASURER, to whom was referred the certificates of 
amounts due to John Richardson and William Flannigan, report
ed verbally, in favor of paying said certificates, and charging 
same to the Oity Parks Improvemen.t Fund. 

(Minutes, Sept. 12, 1877, p. 271) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the report of the Treasurer be re- . 
ceived and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman-3. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretar'Y D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA Y, OCJTOBER 17th, 1877 . 

. REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 
WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

Museum of Art. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M., Mr. Henry J. 
Storrs, General Clerk in the Finance Department, atte~ded on 
behalf of the Comptroller of the City, who had been duly 
notified, and the meeting being open to the public, the Presi

dent, in the presence of Mr. Storrs and of sllch of the parties 
making pruposals as desired to be present, opened the estimate 

box, and then and there publicly opened and read all estimates 

or proposals, which had been received, in pursuance of adver
tisements duly published in the City Record, for 1,100 square 
yards of cloth to be hung in the picture galleries of the Mu

seum of Art building. 
(Minutes, Aug. 29, 1877, p. 246.) 

The following proposal was received: 

No. BIDDER. PRICE PER SQUARE YARD. 

1. Arnold, Constable & Co •••... \ $1.60 

Mr. Storrs, the bidder, and others who were present then 

retired. 
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Cmmissioner WENMAN then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.1) of Messrs. Arnold, Con
stable & Co., for the delivery of 1,100 square yards of cloth, be 
accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract therefor. be, 
and hereby is, awarded to Messrs. Arnold, Constable & Co., 
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to ex
ecute same for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

The following named gentlemen were then received as a 
committee from the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the 

American Museum of Natural History, viz. : 
Mr. Theodore Roosevelt. 
Mr. Robert Hoe, Jr. 
Mr. H. G. Marquand. 
Mr. D. Huntington. 

They addressed the Board on the subject of the appropri
ation for the care, presel'vation and exhibition of . the collec
tions of the Museums during 1878. and, in view of the addi
tional cost and expense to which they will be subjected on 

account of removal from the buildings which they at present 
occupy to the new buildings, they urged the necessity of the 
Department asking for the full amount allowed by law, viz., 
$30,000. 

They then retired. 

Commissioner WENMAN then moved that the action of the 
Board on the Ulth day of September ultimo, fixing the amount 

for the Museums at $20,000, for 1878, be reconsidered. 
(Minutes, September 13, 18'7'7, p. 289.) 

Adopted. 
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Oommissioner WENMAN then offered the following prea.mble 
and resolution: 

Whereas, The Oommittee from the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and the American Museum of Natural History have been 
heard and have presented sufficient reasons for providing a 
larger sum than $20,000 for the care, preservation and exhibi
tion of the collections of said Museums during the year 1878. 

Resolved, That the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, respectfully requested to ilH:l'ease the amount 
for Museums,inthe departmental estimate of this Department 
for 1878, from $20,000 to $30,000. . . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Police Trial. Adolph Klein, Gate Keeper. 

The PRESIDENT reported that Mts. Sarah Higgins, wife of 
patrolman James Higgins, had made a complaint against gate 
keeper Adolph Klein, for having insulted her and used im
proper language to her while he was on duty on the morning of 

Sunday, September, 2d 1877 .. 
'J.1hat he had investigated the charge and examined the wit· 

nesses, and that he found gate-keeper Klein guilty of the 
charge of insulting Mrs. Higgins, and he recommended that 

he be reprimanded and fined five days' pay. 
Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said report be received 

and the recommendation of the President adopted by the 
Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wonld 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
" Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 
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Commissioner STEBBINS then requested permission to retire 

from the meeting, owing to pressing private engagements. 

His request was granted, and he then left the meeting. 

Minutes. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 3d and 10th in

stants were then read and approved. 

The following communications were then presented and 
read. 

Willis Avenue and 144th Street. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 

Depart.ment to the condition of Willis Avenue, and recom

mending that a sewer be constructed in said avenue, between 
One hundred and fortieth and One hundred and forty-seventh 
Streets, with receiving basins at the various street corners, and 

in Oue hundred and forty-fourth street between Willis Avenue 
and Brookavenue, and, as a temporary relief, that the various 

street crossings of Willis AVfmue, between said streets, be 
paved, the roadway filled with fresh earth, and the street gut
ters cleaned, so that surface waste water shall be readily dis
charged therefrom. 

Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting 
thereon, and stating that it is now too late in the season to 

commence the construction of sewers, but that the work can 
be undertaken in the spring. 

That he has the plans fl)r the drainage and sewerage of said 

district nearly completed, and will submit them to the Board 

at an early date. 
That laying crosswalks in the avenue would be a con

venience, arid would be desirable, if the owners of the property 

which would be assessed for the work petition for it, but that 

snch crossings are not necessary from a sanitary;, point of 

view. 
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Also from the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards, stating that the locality in question re
ceives the drainage and storm water from a considerable area, 

and that until receiving basins are built it is impossible to 
keep the aven,ue in repair. 

Filed. 

City Hall Park, 

From the Fire Department, requesting permission to erect 
a brick addition to the west side . of the building used as 
quarters of Hook and Ladder Company No. 18, located in 
City Hall Park, of the following dimensions, viz., seven feet 
wide, twenty-eight feet long, and thirteen feet high. 

Also for permission to lay a walk fr6m a door in said addi
tion to the walk leading to Chambers street. 

Commissioner 'VENMAN moved that the permission requested 
by the Fire Department be granted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissione'rs Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-S. 

Tl'ansfers to pay Judgments. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, with a copy of the following report, which was adopt
ed by that Board on the 28th September, ultimo, viz. : 

CITY OF NEW YORK-DEPARTME~T OF FINANCE, } 
COMP'rRoLLER'S OFFICE, 

September 28, 1877. 

To the Board of Estimate and Apportionment: 

The preambll' aud resolutions of the Department of Public Parks, dated Sep
tember 12,1877, req\lesting the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to trans
fer the snm of :1\2,478 from the appropriation for "J\laintenance and Government 
of Parks and Places," 1874, to an appropriation to pay certain judgments obtained 
against the city for that amount, having been referred to the Comptroller, I re
Ipectluily report that a transfer from an unexpected balance of appropriation of 
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that year should uot, iu my opinion, be xnade, as the balance on the books does 
not represent money actually in the treasury. 

For the payment of said judgments othel' arrangements are now under consid
eration. 

Filed. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) 

(Minutes, September 12, 1877, p. 280.) 

JOHN KELLY, 

Comptroller. 

Sewers in Mott Avenue, &c. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the City, stating that ::\11'. Patrick 

Mulholland, to whom the contract for the com;:truction of the 

sewers in Mott Avenue, &c., was awarded, desired to substitute 

Mr. John Mulholland as a surety thereon in place of Mr. Ed

ward Mahon. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution; 
Rpsolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 

Public Parks of the Oity of New York hereby consent to the 
substitution of Mr. John Mulholland, of Seventy-third Stretlt, 
between First and Second Avenues, in said city, in the place of 
Mr. Edward Mahon, as a, surety for the faithful pedormance 
of the contract for the construction of sewers in Mott Avenue, 
One hundred and forty-fourth street and. One hundred and 
thirty-eighth Street, heretofore awarded to Mr. Patrick Mul
holland. 

(Minutes, Oct. 3, 1877, p. 321.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Elton Avenue. 

From the Engineer in charge of Elton Avenue improvement, 

revising his estimate of the deduction to be made from the 

contract price of said work if the fire-cisterns are omitted, and 

stating that the sum of $225 would be a proper deduction. 
Also from Mr. Michael O'Neil, the surviving contractor for 

said work, agreeing to a deduction of $225. 
(Minutes, Sept. 19, 1877, p. 296.) 
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The PRESIDENT then presented an agreement which had been 
prepared for a modification of the contract for the improve. 
ment of said avenue, providing for the omission of the fire· 

cisterns, and a deduction of $225 from the contract-price. 
Commissioner WENMAN offered the full owing resolution: 
Resolved, That the agreement presented by the President 

, be approved, and that he be, and hereby is, authorized to ex· 
ecute same for and on behalf of this Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma· 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, W enma~, Wetmore-3. 

James J. McGovern. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding the applica. 
tion of James J. McGovern, to be restored to his position as a 
painter. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that James J. McGovern, 
painter, be restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

F. C. A. Hecker. 

From Mr. F. C. A. Hecker, clerk, resigning his position in 
the Department. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said resignation be ~c

cepted. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the Ftffirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as foll~'Ys: 
.4yes-ComIIlissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 



342 [ WedneFJday, 

Museum of Art. Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

From Mr. John 'raylor Johnston, President of the Metropol
itan Museum of Art, asking that the action of the Board in 

relation to the appropriation for the Museums for 1878.be re
considered. 

Also that the grounds around the Museum of Art building 
be g~aded this season. 

(Minutes, Oct. 10 and 17, 1877, pp. 328 and 336.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. 'fheodore Roosevelt and William A. Haines, 
the Committee on Plans of the American Museum of Natural 

History, requesting that orders be given for the following items 
of extras, at a cost not exceeding the amounts set opposite 
to each item, viz. : 
l. One (I) pair of sash doors, with circular head and Itin. bead casing 

around door oppniog to cellar. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . ......... . 
2. One ( 1) platform for elevator to rest npon in cellar, to be made of 

studs and plan k, .. , ..... ,. .... ..,.... ..", .. 
3. ,VI'ought iron window guards at north and sonth ends of cellar ... . 
4. Whitewashing ceiling and walls of c('llar, , ' ' ....... , ..... , . , .. . 
5. Eight (8) gas jets, with all necessary pipes and connections., .. , .. . 
6. Casing soil pipes in corners of large rooms and curator's rooms 

with black walnut, and all plastering in connect.ion wit.h it to be 
repaired ............... ,... ... ' ................. .. 

7. Two (2) radiators in ladies' and gentlemen's toilet rooms on north 
end of building, with all necessary cntting and repairing after 
cutting all pipes, connections, &c., complete ............ , .... . 

8. Four (4) sets of fire tools for grates in curator's ruom ........ , .. 
9. Six hundred (600) cubic yards filling to covel' soil pipe from water 

closet at north end of building.to sewer, .... , , . ' ...•......• , • 
10. Fill up with l2t in. brick-work two large openings in large flue in 

cellar ................. , .....•.......... , ....... , ...... . 
11. Furniture, as follows: 

Chairs-3 of No. 126 Gardiner's list, mahogany ." , ..... I 
" 1 of No. l24 " " " ...... .. .... I 
" 4 of Gardiner's, East I,ake Tilt ...... , ..•......... " ~ 
" 2 of No. 165 Gardiner's list .................... ,. J 
" 63 of No. 163 Gardiner's list ...........•. , . . . •. ., .. 

700 rubbers and fitting same ....... " ................ , .•.. 
12. One (1) light of gla,s for gallery case. • . ... . . ... . .. . .. , ........ . 
13. Draw pulls for desk cases .................................•.. 
14. Sixty (60) brass locks, with lock catch for old cases, attic story and 

curator'8 rOOlllS. > •••••••••••••••••••• ,., ••••••••••••••• 

15. ,Vooden ceiling for cases in library and curator's rooms, to be cov
ered with No. 26 sheet iron, and painted two coats ......• , .... 

16. Bookcase in curator's room, gallery story (south side of old material 
to be furnished west side new material) .............. _ .......... . 

$18 00 

10 00 
36 00 
75 50 
25 00 

60 00 

120 00 
40 00 

100 00 

20 00 

362 00 

4000 
50 00 

60 00 

48 00 

125 00 
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17. Burglar.proof safe (Herring's or Marvin's}........... .. .. ........ $350 00 
18. Painting all new divisions and shelving in old cases two coats, and 

old parts of cases, one coat. .... . . .. . . .. . .. ....... ......... 95 CO 
19. Thirteen (13) lights of plate glass, old cases attic story. " .. '" . 72 00 
20. Five (5) iron guards for doors of elevator ........ , ....... '" . . . . . 25 00 

The PRESIDENT moved that said several itf'IllS of work be 
ordered, and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders 
therefor. 

'" The PRESIDENT put the question, wh~ther the Board woulrl: 

• 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-it 

John Hyslop. 

From Mr. John Hyslop, stating that he has "a claim for work 
done, in ventilating the offices of the Department ill 1873. 

(Minutes, April.24, 1872, p. 371.) 

Filed. 

Police Uniform. 

From Mr. Wm. C. Kibble, Agent of the American Water
proofing and Manufacturing Company, calling the attention of 
the Department to the advantage of having the uniforms of the 
police made waterproof by the process employed by his com

pany. 
Referred. to Commissioner Wenman. 

Riverside Avenue Area WaUs. 

From Mr. D. F. Tiemann, asking permission to build an 
area wall around his property fronting on Riverside Avenue, 

. and that same be placed five or six feet inside of the line of the 

avenue. 
Filed. 

Lincoln Avenue and 135th Street. 

From Mr. John Hartmeyer, requesting that a receiving basin 
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be constructed at the junction of Lincoln Avenue and One 
hundred and thirty-fifth Street. 

The PRESIDENT stated, that at the request of the Board of 
Health the Department had instructed the ,Superintendent of 
the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards to build a receiv
ing basin at that point, but as the cost of said work is to be 
paid by assessment on the adjoining property, it should have 
been directed to be executed by contract. 

He then moved that the Oivil and Topographical Engineer 
be directed to prepare and submit plans and specifications for 
the construction of a receiving basin at the junction of Lincoln 
A venue and One hundred and thirty-fifth Street . 

• (Minutes, May 31, 1877, p, 69.) 

Adopted. 

Gauging the Water in Streams of 23d ann 24th Wards. 

From Messrs. T. G. Ellis and J. H. Shedd, a Oommittee ap
pointed by the American Society of Civil Engineers, request- • 
ing that the Department would co~operate with them by insti
tuting, in connection with the Meteorological Observatory, a 
series of gaugings of the streams in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Referred to the Oivil and Topographical Engineer and the 
Director of the Observatory for their report. 

Stands for Sale of Fruit, &c., on the Battery. 

From Brevet-Oolonel T. G. Baylor, U.S.A., requesting that 
Mrs. Dolberry be allowed to retain her stand for the sale of 
fruit, &c., on the Battery Park. 

(Minutes, August 29, 1877, p. 261.) 

Filed. 
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Applications. 

The following applications were received and ordered to be 
filed, viz. : 

From Mr. E. C. Ecclesine and others, on behalf of Michael Murphy, for a posi. 
tiqn on the police force. 
/ From Mr. W. M. Smith, on behalf of himself, for the position of Steam Engi-

neer of the Museum of Natural History building. ' 

Audit. 

Oommissioner WENMAN, Ohairman of the Auditing Oommit
tee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Am. Veterinary, Hospital, services ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ... , .... 

Am. Diet. Telg. Co., rent and services ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Bell, Thoa., repairs to harness .....• , .. Maint., &c., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Bien, Julius, maps .•........ , ., ....... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Berrian, S. L., floodgate and frame .... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Bouker, John A., trap rock and screen· 

ings .•.. , .: •...•................ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Boote, Edwd., tiling ................. Mus. Nat. History, 

Claflin, H. B. & Co., silesia ........... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ....... , ..... Maint., etc., 23d 
and 24th Wards. 

Decker, Thompson W., milk ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Devlin, Chas., removing house and build-

ing foundation .................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Early & Lane, stove polish and baskets .. Maint. and Govmt. 
P. and P. _. _ •.. 

• 
$101 00 

13 36 

3 00 

61i 00 

600 

489 85 

2,980 80 

16 35 

80 14 

14 64 

1,586 00 

19 60 
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Hunter, Keller & Co., iron pipe ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Labagh, W.O., salt ................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.nnd P ...... 

McDermott, P., plumbing .............. Mus. Nat. History, 

Martin, J. M. C. &; Sons, brushes ....... Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas meter .. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Morton & Che~ley, additions and altera-

tions to cases, &c .............. , .. Mus. Nat. History, 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, grate-bars, 

stoves, &c ....................... Mus. Nat. Hi8tory, 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&P .....•..• 

Perris & Browne, insurance maps ....... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Pieree, F. O. & Co., paints, brimstone, &c. Surveying, laying 

out, etc .. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Harlem R. B. Rep. 

Imp. andM .... 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Reeves, Robert C., seed ................ Maint, and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Strippel & Son, cases ................. Mus. Nat. History, 

Smith, Edwd., carpenter work ......... Mus. Nat. History, 

Taylor, A. S., newspapers ............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... 

Van Dewater, J. W., repairing chairs ... Muint. and Govm't 

P. and P .. , .... 

Van Riper, Ohas., spikes and oil.. .....• Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

[ Wedne8day, 

$3 52 

30 03 

$0 88 

o 16 

25 75 

$12 59 

13 30 

5 64 

1,745 00 

7 80 

51 97 

2,384 00 

33 55 

100 00 

26 79 

5 00 

2,952 45 

322 00 

12 48 

6 00 

6 90 
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Watson Mfg. Co., cases. , •.••.•••.•... , Mus. Nat. History, 

Young, Chas. C., bread, Aug ..•..•..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ....... . 

Maintenanc:>e, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .... , . •. . ....... . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 2M and 24th Wards ....... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..•...........•...••..... 
Harlem River Bridge, repairs, impt. and maint ......•.. , • 

$10,00000 

56 00 

$23,117 11 

$378 11 

599 19 

165 88 

1,586 00 
00 16 

Museum Natural History ............................ .. 20,387 77 

----$23,117 11 

Amounting in the aggre~ate to the sum of twenty-three thousand one hundred 

and seventeen dollars and eleven cents. 

(Signed) JAB. F. WENMAN, 

Auditing Oommittee.. 

New· York, October 17,187'7. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Boggs, Samuel T., interest •••• , •.•..••• Laying out, Monu· 

menting, &c" 

Chap. 604, Laws 

18'74 ......... . 

Flannigan, Wm., labor .••..•••••...•. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Croes, J. James R., interest ...••...... Laying out, MOI!.U

menting, &c., 

Chap. 604, Laws 

1874 ......... . 

eooke, Robt. L., interest ............... Laying out, Monu-

menting, &c., 

Chap. 604"LawB 

1874 ••••••••. 

$37 00 

10 60 

302Ci 

144 34 
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Cox, Matthew, interest. . . .. .. • .•..... Laying out, Monu

menting, d/;c., 

Chap.604,Laws, 

1874 ••••••••.• 

Cushing. G. A.., interest .•.....•....... Laying out, Monu

menting, &c., 

Chap. 604,Laws, 

1874 ...... .. 

Brown, Fred., W., interest .... , ....... Laying out, Monu-

menting, &c., 

Chap.604,Law8 

1874 ........ .. 

Fox, Thomas, interest ................. Laying out, Monu· 

menting. "&c., 

Chap. 604, Laws 

1874 ......... . 

Greiffenburg, F., interest .............. Laying out, Mouu-

menting, &c., 

Chap. 604, Laws 

1874 ........ .. 

Haight, S. S., interest ................ Laying out, Monu. 

menting, &c., 

Ohap. 604, Laws 

1874 ......... . 

Heusner, Emil L., interest .•••......... Laying out, Monu

menting, &c., 

Chap. 604,LawB 

1874 ......... . 

Richardson, Jo~, labor •• , ........... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ ' 

Schott, O. Ridgely, interest ............ Laying out, Monu' 

menting, &c., 

Chap,604,Laws 

1874 ......... . 

Smith, Sam!. B., interest .............. Laying out, Monu· 

menting, &c., 

Chap. 6n4, Laws 

1874 ......... . 

[ Wednesday, 

$37 00 

70 51 

13 52 

87 00 

36 92 

28 09 

19 58 

16 32 

66 27 

Hi 38 

$562 68 
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• RECAPITULATION . 

. Laying out, MOllumenting, &c., Chap. 604, Laws 1874. . .• $5311 86 

City.Parks Improvement Fund .....••..... 26 82 

$1l62 68 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of five hundred and sixty-two dollars 

and· sixty-eight cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, October 17th, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBINS, 

JAB. F. WENlIlAN. 
Auditing 

Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and that the Secretary be directed to 
transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

Jame,~ F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

1877. CR. 

Oct. 3 By balance .............................. . 

Oct. 3! to 17. f " cash received from permits and licenses .. 

DB. 

Oct. 1)! 
to 17. f To this amollut paid into City Treasury .... . 

Oct. 17 .. balance .............................. .. 

$37 38 

729 02 

$37 38 

729 02 

(Signed) .lAs. F. WENlIlAN, 

$766 40 

$766 40 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, Oct. 17, 1877, 

9:30 A.M • 



Cottage on Union Square. 

Graud Army of the Republic. 
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The PRESIDENT reported verbally that on the 15th instant he' 

had given permission to a committee from the Grand Army of 
the Republic to use a room in the cottage on Union Square for 
two weeks, for the purpose of arranging and selling tickets for 
an entertainment, the proceeds of which are to be applied to 

the .construction of the Soldiers' Home, and he moved that his 

action be approved. 

Adopted. 

Plants, &;c., belonging to Messrs. Shook &; Gilmore, 

The PRESIDENT reported that on consultation with the Super

intendent of Parks and Superintending Gardener, he had ascer
tained that the Department had not room for any plants other 
than its own, and that he had so notified Messrs. Shook & 

Gilmore, and moved that his action be approv,ed. 
(Minutes, October 10, 1877, p. 328.) 

Adopted, 

Museum of Art. 

The Landscape Architect verbally reported that it is abso
lutely necessary to have the sewerage, drainage and grading 

round the Museum of Art building done this season, and he 

presented two plans therefor. 
(Minutes, Aug. 8, and Oct. 17, 1877, pp. 210 and 342.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the said plans, so far as they re

late to sewerage, drainage and grading, be approved, and that 
the Superintendent of Parks be directed to have the work done 

by the park force, at a cost not exceeding $2,500. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, WetmQre-3. 

• 
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Stonecutter for23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Superintendent of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards required the services of a 
stonecutter for four days, aud moved that the Treasurer be 
authorized to issue au order for the employment of a stone
cutter for th~t length of time, and at the rate of pay of $3 per 
day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-S. 

Quarter11 Report. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report to his Honor the Mayor 
for the three months ending the 30th September, 1877. 

(Minutes, August 1, 1877, p. 204.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said report be approved, 
and that the PRESIDENT be authorized to sign and to transmit 

the same to his Honor the Mayor. 

Adopted. 

Construction of Drains in 24th Ward. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the assignment from Mr. Michael 
Noonan to the Bull's Head Bank, presented to the Board on 
the 3d inst., Was defective, and he presented a second assign
ment which Mr. Noonan had executed to said bank of the 
moneys due and to grow due on his contract for said work, 
and he moved that a copy of said assignment be filed with 
the contract and the original be transmitted to the Finance 

Department. 
(Minutes, Oct. 3, 1877, p. 324.) 

Adopted. 

Cottage on Union Square 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution:" 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Parks be directed to 
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have two suitable lamps erected on the north platform of the 

cottage in Union Square. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Uommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Michael McLaughlin. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

• Resolved, That Michael McLaughlin be appointed a gate 

keeper on the police force, when ex::uninec1 and reported on 

favorably by the Police Sur~eon. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whe~her the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, \Yenman, ·Wetmore-3. 

Theodore Kitchell. 
Patrick McCarthy. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Theodore Kitchell and Patrick McCarthy be, 

and hereby are, appointed laborers on the park force. 

The PRESIDENT put the questioll, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners ::\Imtin, \VE;llmnD, \Yetmore-3. 

On motion of the President, the Bourd adjourned at 11:30 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 24th inst., at 0 o'clock 

A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secreta1'y D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 94, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A.M. 

Present-Commio.;sioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WEN MAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 17th inst. were 

read and approved. 

The following oommunications were presented and read: 

Releases by Contractors. 
Remission of Penalties in Contracts. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the city, as follows: 

Hon. WM. R. MARTIN, 

President Dept. of Pub. Parks: 

CITY OF NEW YORK, } 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT, 

COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 

October 22, 1877. 

SIR :-1 am in receipt of estimat,es in favor of Watson Manufacturing Company, 
Morton Chesley & Co., Assignees; Edward Boote; P. McDermott; and Strippel & 
Son; for work done under contracts on the Musenm of Natural History To each 
is appended a special release, which sets fort.h that in consideration of the pay
ments to be made, and the remisroon of all penalties to which the contract,or is 
liable, by the Department of Parks. the contractor I'd eases the city from all claims 
and demands for extra work, arising out of or conuected with the contract, and 
the Commissioners in certl fying to the correctness of the voncher make the signing 
of snch relea8e by the contractor a condition of paymeut. Any claim for extra 
work can only arise nnder these contracts by means of a written agreement be
tween the parties, without which agreement no extra price shall be allowed on 
account thereof. 

The power to remit the penalty of any contract is vested alone in the Finance 
Department (See Sec. 31, Charter 1873), and the assumption of that power by the 
Department of Parks would be a violation of that instrument., 

These estimates shonld be recalled, and the place of the conditional certificate 
be supplied by the regular certificate prescribed by this Department. 
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If, in the opinion of the Commissioners governing the Park Department, there 
should be reasons for the remissiou of any penalties incurred under a contract, the 
facts should be submitted to this Department, as a means of judging of the equity 
of the claim. . 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) 

,(Minutes, March 1st, 1876, p. 650.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

11S5th Street, Denman Place, dic. 

JOHN KELLY, 

Comptroller. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the.condition of 

An unpaved street, viz., One hundred and fifty-fifth Street, 
between Elton and Courtland Avenues. 

An unpaved street, viz., Denman Place, between Union and 
Concord Avenues. 

Sidewalk, about 500 feet north of the junction of Broadway 
and Church Street. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, for his report. 

Museum of Natural History Stock. 

City Parks Improvement Fund Stock. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
m~nt, with copies of the following resolutions, adopted by that 

Board on the 16th instant, viz. : 
Resolved, That in pursuance of the authority conferred upon the Board of Esti

mate and Apportionment, by the provisions of section 112 of chapter 335 of the 
Laws of 1873, the Comptroller be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue, from time 
to time, as may be required, and at a rate of interest not exceeding seven pel' 
cent. per annum, "Consolidated Stock of the City of New York," as authorized 
by chapter 351, Laws of 1875, and in pursuance of a requisition of the Commis
sioners of the Department of Public Parks, dated June 2, 1875, for the sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Resolved, That the Comptrol18ll' be, and he is hereby, authorized to issue, from 
time to time, as may be required, and at such rates of interest as he may deter
mine, not exceeding seven per cent. per annum, " City Parks Improvement Fund 
Stock," as authorized, by chapter 608, Laws of 1875, on account of a requisition 
of the Department of Public Parks, dated December 8, 1876, twenty-five thousand 
dollars. 

(Minutes, Feby. 14, and Oct. 3, 1877, p. 607 and 310.) 

Filed. 
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Telegraph Line to Gate House of Croton Aqueduct. 

From the Fire Department, requesting permission to run a 
telegraph wire from Fifth Avenue and Eighty-fifth Street to the 
gate house of the Croton Aqueduct in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the permission requested by the 
Fire Department be granted on the following conditions, viz. : 

That the telegraph wire be run from Fifth Avenue through 

Transverse road No. 3 to a point opposite the said gate 
house, and that it be then run over the Central Park to the 
gate house in such manner as the Superintendent of Parks 
shall direct. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Patrick Murphy. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding the applica
tion of Patrick Murphy, a laborer, who had been off wOlk for 
more than three days on accollllt of sickness, to be restored. 

The ·PRESIDENT moved that said Patrick Murphy be re

stored. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it; was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

House on Morningside Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that nearly all 
of the sidings have been stripped from the frame of an old 
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house on Morningside Park, formerly known as the Garside 

House. That all the doors and windows have been carried 
away and also some of the minor partitions, and that what re

mains of the house is of no value. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
[,uthorized to have what remains of said house removed, jf he 

can do so without expense to the Department. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4.· 

Michael McLaughlin. 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting upon Michael McLaugh

lin, in which he states that" upon the whole Lis physical con
di tion ie satisfactory." 

(Minutes, October 17, 1877, p. 352.) 

. The PRESIDENT stated that on receipt of the surgeon's re
port he had, in f:wcordance with the action of the Board at the 
last meeting, placed Michael McLaughlin on duty as a gate 

k6eper, and he moved that said report be filed. 
Adopted. 

Philip Loeffel!. 

]'rom the Lieutenant, and also from the Police Surgeon, re

porting the death of Park Keeper Philip Loeffell. 
(Minutes, Sept. 19, 1877, p. 304 ) 

Filed . 

. Broken Trap-rock and Screenings. 

From the Superintendentl of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting that a portion of the broken trap-rock 
and screenings whicL were purchased on contract from Messrs. 



October 24, 1877.] 357 

Jones & McQUftde, and intended for MottAvenue, is delivered. 
at the dock, but that he has been informed by Mr. M. C. 
Turner, to whom permission was given by the Board to regu
late and grade Mott Avenue; that he is unable, on account of 
want of funds, to proceed with that work so as to prepare the 
avenue to receive the trap-rock and screenings; and asking 
whether he shall use the material on other roads, where it is 
also needed. 

(Minutes, Aug. 8, 1877, p. 212.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the subject of the dis
posal of said broken trap-rock and screenings be referred to 
the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, -yv enman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, submitting an amended 
bill for commissions on the cost of work done by the park 
force, &c., including excavations, for the Museum of Art 
building. 

(Minutes, Sept. 19, 1877, p. 301.) 

Laid over. 

Museum of Art. 

From -Mr. Caivert Vaux, Architect, recommending that an 
order be issued for the painting of the exterior brickwork of 
the Museum of Art building, at a cost not exceeding $400. 

Endorsed on said communication is the following: 

" Approved for Trustees of Met. Museum of Art. 
" (Signed,) THEODORE WESTON, 

" Oct. 23, 1877." 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the painting of the exterior walls 
of said building be directed, and that the Treasurer be autho
rized to issue an order therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said illotion, and it was determined in the affirmtl
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Riverside Avenne. 

From the Superintending Engineer on the work of the con
struction and improvement of Riverside Avenue, reporting that 
the contractors are proceeding very slowly with the work, and 
that it is evident they will not have it completed within the 
time limited by the contract. 

Filed. 

From Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors for said work, 
claiming that the abutments for the bridge on said work are 
extra work, and stating that they proceed to build same under 
protest. 

Also from the Superintending Engineer of said work, report
ing upon said communication, in which he says: 

" I fail to see any just cause for complaint or real grounds on 
" which to base a claim for additional compensation, which would 
" necessarily follow if this was considered as ' extra work.' " 

Filed. 

Also from Messrs. Decker & Quintard, contractors, applying 
for an extension of their time for the completion of the work 
for one year. 

The PRESIDENT stated that upon investigation he was satis
fied that the time limited by the contract for the work was too 
short to enable it to be done properly, and he moved that the 
time for the completion of the work of constructing and im-
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proving Riverside Avenue be extended until July lst, 1878, upon 
the following conditions, viz. : 

1st. That the Counsel to the Corporation advises the De
partment that it has the authority to extend the time for the 
completion of said work, and remit the penalties prescribed by 
the contract. 

2d. 'rhat the contractors finish the work up to the sub-grade 
this year. 

3d. That the sureties for the contractors consent to said 
extension. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof,as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

News Stand at 6th Avenue and 35th Street. 

From Mr. Henry Salisbury, requesting permission to -place a 
newspaper stand on the sidewalk of the Park at Sixth Avenue 
and Thirty-fifth Street. 

Referred to the President. 

Stands on Battery Park. 

From Brevet Colonel T. G. Baylor, U. S. A., and also from 
Mr. Otto Hemken, requesting that Mrl:!. Dolberry be allowed 
to retain her stand for the sale of fruit, &c., on the Battery 
Park. 

(Minutes, October 17, 1877, p. 344.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
I 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Ames' Plow Company, plow point. " ... Maint. &c. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ........•... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Colgate & Co., castile soap ..... , ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ••.••• 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps" Impt. and 

M .....••..••• 

Darragh, Robt. L., labor and material. .. Museum of Art .. 

Devlin, Jno. R, mould ................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......•.. 
Gibb, D. F. and Patrick 0 Rielly, labor 

and materials .............. , ....... Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .......... .. 

Hawes, John, bread, Sept ....... " ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Kelso Bros., coal. ........ " ........... Maint. and Gov't. 

P. and P ....... 

Keuffel & Esser, drawing matls ..... , ... Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d and 

24th ·Wards .... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Morton & Chesley, labor and materials .. Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Mullane, John, hay, straw. oats, &e .... Maint. and Govmt.. 

P.andP ...... . 
Rogers, H. A., st"el brooms, spikes and 

hardware ........................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .......... .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Museum of Art .. . 

$3 60 

94 31S 

$3 1S8 

27 
3 8:> 

85 00 

57 00 

1,608 67 

58 27 

67 50 

$37 76 

11 76 
49 52 

100 00 

391 63 

$46 75 

30 25 

27 20 

6 00 
11020 

/ 



October 24,1877.] 361 

Salamander Works, sewer pipe ........ Maint., etc., 28d 

and 24th Wards, 

Slattery, John, monuments ............ Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 28dand 

24th Wards .... 

Seligman, Henry & Co., disinfectant .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ........ . 

Ward & Peloubet, ordinances ........... Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 28dand 

24th Wards ..•. 

Wetmore & Co., iron .................. Maint. and Govt. 

P.&P ....••.• 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .•...... 

Maintenance, &c., 28d and 24th Wards ..... , ., .••...•... 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ........ . 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 22d and 24th Wards .•....... 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . .. .. .. .. ........... . 

Museumoi Art ................................... .. 

Museum of Natural History .......................... . 

$592 99 

109 65 

1,639 19 

898 '76 

95 96 

91 00 

100 00 

$11 '70 

350 00 

• 
3 84 

6 00 

21 42 

$8,022 ISIS 

--- $8,022. 55 

Amounting'in the aggregate to the sum of three thousand and twenty-two 

dollars and fifty.five cents. 
R. G. STEBBINS, } Auditing 

JAS. F. WENMAN, Oommittee. 
NEW YORK, October 24th, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and the Secretary be directed to trans
mit them to the Finance Department for pa.yment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Aye8 -Commissioners 

Wetmore--4. 

Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, 
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Police trials. Patrolmen John Smith and Wm. Monaghan. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had investigated charges 
against patrolmen John Smith and Wm. :ilIonaghan, the 
first for neglect of duty in riding on a Park carriage while on 
duty; and the latter for arresting a Mr. Oharles Ludemann 
without reasonable grounds; that he found that in both cases 
the officers were not guilty, and he recommended that the com
plaints be dismissed. 

Commissioner WEN MAN moved that the report of the Presi. 
dent be adopted by the Board. 

Adopted. 

Denman Place. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the late Board of Trustees of 
the former town of Morrisania had neglected to appoint com
missioners to assess the expense of regulating and grading Den
man Place, from Ooncord Avenue to Union Avenue, and it, 
therefore, became the duty of this Department, in conjunction 
with the Oounsel to the Oorporation, to appoint them. 

He then presented the following appointment of Messrs. 
Leo O. Dessar, Philip Ebling and Lorenzo Zuegner, as such 
Oommissioners, signed by the Oounsel to the Oorporation, 
and he moved that same be signed by the Oommissioners 
of this Department, that it be then filed, and that the Secretary 
be directed to transmit a copy of it to each of said Commis
SlOners. 

(Minutes, September 12, 1877, p. 276.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows; 

Ayee---Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, WeDman, Wetmore 
-4. 
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APPOINTMENT. 

Whereas, The late Board of Trustees of the town of Morrisania duly authorized 
and executed a contract for the work hereafter mentioned, but did not appoint 
Commissioners to apportion and assess the expenses thereof, as directed by Sec
tions 47 and 48, Chapter 277, Laws 1864. 

Therefore, we, the undersigned Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the City of New York and the Counsel to the Corporation of said city, 
do hereby, in pursuance of the authority in us vested by Section 9, Chapter 329 
Laws of 1874, appoint .. 

Leo C. Dessar, 
Philip Ebling, 
Lorenzo Zuegner, 

all of New York City, and owners of a freehold estate liable to taxation therein, 
and who are not interested in or affected by said work or improvement, Commis
sioners to assess the expenses of the tollowing mentioned work or improvement, 
viz.: Regulating and grading Denman Place, from Concord Avenue to Union 
Avenue. 

Dated this twenty-fourth October, 1877. 

(Si¥.d.) WM. R. MARTIN, } Oommissioners of the 
H. G. STEBBINS, ])epartment of Public 
JAS. F. WENMAN, Parks. 
WM. C. WETMORE, 

W'M. C. WmTNEY, 

Oounsel to the Oorporation. 

Sewers in Mott Avenue, &c. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Josiah A. Briggs be, and hereby is, appoint

ed an inspector upon the work of construction of sewers in 
Mott Avenue, One hundred aud forty-fourth Street aud. One 
hundred and thirty-eighth Street, and that his pay be fixed at 
$3.00 per day. 

(Minutes, Oct. 17, 1877, p. 340.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it wa"3 determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting iu 

favor thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Sewer in Third Avenue, &c. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That James Lynch be, aud hereby is, ap

pointed an inspector upon the work of construction of a sewer 
III Third Avenue and One hundred and fody-third Street, and 
that his pay be fixed at $3.00 per day. 

(Minutes, Oct. 3, 1877, p. 313.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Maintenance of Parks. 

'l'he PRESIDENT called up the subject of the maintenance of 

Parks, &c., and the necessity of the reduction of the expenses, 
when-

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be re
quested to prepare and present at the next meeting of the 
Board, a plan for the reduction of the expenses of the main
tenance of the Parks for the remainder of the year, so as to 
keep within the appropriation for that purpose. 

(Minutes, Sept. 19, 1877, p. 302.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 31st inst., at 9 o'clock 
A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretm'y D. p, P. 
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WEDNESDAY, O()TOBER 31st, IS77. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

STEBBINS. 

WENMAN. 

WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 24th inst. were 

. read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Riverside Avenue. 

From the Counsel to the .Corporation, stating that the De

partment has the power and authority to extend the time for 
the completion of the work, of constructing and improving 
Riverside Avenue. 

(Minutes, October 24, 1877, p. 358.) 

Filed. 

. Elevated Railway. Beach street Park, 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the Gil
bert Elevated Railway Company had broken up the sidewalk 
on the West Broadway 'side of Beach Street Park. 

Filed. 
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One hundred and fifty-fifth Street. 

Fro?'l the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting upon the communication of the Health 
Department in relation to the condition of One hundred and 
fifty-fifth Street, between Elton and Oourtland A venues, and 
stating that a ditch, through private property, at this place, if 

properly opened, would remedy the defect. If not, that it will 
be necessary to construct a sewer through One hundred and 
fifty-fifth Street and Elton Avenue. 

Also from the Oivil and Topo?(raphical Engineer, stating 
that the natural outlet for the water from the locality is by said 
ditch through private property. That the street which will 
take the wat,er eventually, is Melrose Avenue, but that it is not 
yet opened. That to carry the water to Elton Avenue, the 
grade of which is five feet higher than One hundred and fifty
fifth Street, and to a point low enough, it would require a cut
ting through solid rock 600 feet long, and part of the way 18 ' 
feet deep. That the remedy at present appears to be for the 
Health Department to compel the owner of the land, between 
One hundred and fifty-fifth Street and One hundred and fifty
fourth Street, to keep the ditch or drain free from 0 bstruc
tions. 

(Minutes, October 24,1877, P 354.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communications be filed, and 

that the Health Department be notified. 
Adopted. 

Sidewalk at Broadway and Church Street. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting upon tlle communication of the Health 
Department in relation to a hole in the sidewalk about 500 feet 
north of the junction of Broadway. and Ohurch Street, and 
stating that the defect is caused by a branch of Tibbitt's brook 
washing the sidewalk. That the property is owned by Mr. 
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Van Courtland, who claims that the sidewalk fronts 6n a havi
gable stream, and that, therefore, it is not his duty to repair it. 

(Minutes, October 24, 1877, p. 354.) 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer to report. 

Culvert at Bittner's Lane. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting that he had examined the condition of 
a culvert on Bittner's Lane, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, near 

Riverdale Station, which is out of repair, and that he estimated 
that it would cost $732.50 to repair it. 

Filed. 

Jerome Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that there would be an extra race-day at 
Jerome Park, on the 3d of November next, and that if the De
partment desire to have the avenue watered on that day, he 
will require the services of four extra teams f~r two days. 

(Minutes, October 3, 1877, p. 324.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintendent of 
the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be directed not 
to water Jerome Avenue on said extra race day. 

Adopted. 

,V. F. Leonard. 

From the Police Surgeon and Lieutenant reporting that 
Post Keeper, Wm. F. Leonard, died on the 25th inst. 

(Minutes, September 19, 1877, p. 304.) 

Filed. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From Messrs. Jones and McQuade, contractors, for the con
struction of Brook Avenue Sewer, requesting permission to 
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continue all branches of the work as long as the weather will 
permit. 

Referred to the President with power. 

Reservoir Square Urinal. 

At this point the order of business was suspended, and 
Dr. E. P. Fowler, 
Dr. H. P. Farnham, 
Dr. W. Gill Wylie, 
Dr. Seneca D. Powell, and 
Mr. Robert Irwin, 

were received. They stated that they all resided or owned 

houses on West Fortieth Street, opposite Reservoir Square. 

That the urinal situated near the southeast corner of said 
square is a nuisance to the neighborhood, and is only Inade 
use of by low ch'aracters who conduct themselves in a disgrace
ful manner, exposing their parsons and indulging in even more 

obscene practices for the purpose of attracting attention and 

annoying those who live in the vicinity. They requested that 
the urinal be removed from the square, and they handed in a 
communication to the foregoing effect. 

(Minutes, Feb. 2, 1876, p. 577.) 

They then retired. 

Laying out_ the 23d and 24th Wards. 

As directed by the Board on the 20th June, 1877, the owners 
of property in the Central Distriet of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards, lying east of Jerome Avenue and west of 
Third Avenue and the Harlem Railroad and extending from 
One hundred and sixty-fifth Street to Woodlawn Cemetery, 

werf1 received and heard in relation to the map laying out said 
district as &ubmitted by the Landscape Architect and the Civil 
and Topographical Engineer. 

(Minutes, June 20, 1877, p. 123.) 

A bout one hundred owners of property attended. 

The following petitions asking for moditications of the pro
posed map were presented. 



I' 

October 31, 1877.] 369 

From Mr. David Sullivan and sixty-seven other owners of 
property, asking that no change be made in Railroad Avenue 
as it now exists; that Myrtle A:venue be opened from Valen
tine Avenue to Kingsbridge Road, and that no avenue be 
opened between Railroad Avenue and Washington Avenue. 

From Mr. H. H. Dundon on behalf of himself and other 
owners of property, requesting that Prospect Avenue be ex
tended to Kingsbridge Road. 

From Mr. H. H. Dundon, on behalf of himself and other 
owners of property requesting that First Street in Fordham, 
south of Kingsbridge Road, be continued from Virginia. Street 
to Thomas Avenue in direct line, and not as proposed, stopping 
short at Virginia Street with a turn to the north. 

From Mr. A. B. Tappen, requesting that no road be laid 
down on the north of his lots at the junction of Kingsbridge 
and .Williamsbridge Roads; that Jacob Street be not extended 
across his land to Marion Avenue; that a road known as Third 
Avenue be not extended through his lots at the north-west 
corner of Marion Avenue and Ridge Street, and that fewer 
streets and roads be laid out than are shown on the proposed 
map. 

Mr. Wm. Cauldwell, Mr. R. Richards, Mr. R. Coddington, 
. Mr. A. A. Kirkham, Mr. Bartlett, Mrs. S. J. Wyckoff, Mrs. 
Butler, Mrs. Bowers and Mrs. Hammond, who were present, 
objected to the proposed alteration in Railroad Avenue and 
Myrtle A venue and the proposed new Street between Railroad 
Avenue and Washingt.on Avenue. 

Dr. E. H. Carter and Mrs. Griffin, objected to the closing of 
Worth Street, and the laying out of a new Street west of it. 

Mrs. Denicke objected to One ,hundred and sixty-eighth 
Street and Third Avenue. 

Mr. A. Robertson objected to Avenue A. 
Mr. M. W. Collins objected to the widening of Valentine 

Avenue and Tiebout Avenue, and also to a street proposed to 
be laid out from Valentine Avenue to Tiebout Avenue. ~ 
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Mr. C. Petcher objected to an avenue proposed to be laid 

out two hundred feet east of Jerome Avenue. 

Mr. J. Hayward objected to the laying out of a park at 
Waverly Street. 

Mrs. Vreeland objected to the laying out of any parks. 

Mr. Richard Wirdman and seventeen other owners of prop

erty stated that they were in favor of the proposed alteration 

of Railroad Avenue, and approved of the map and plan as 
submitted. . 

They all then retired, and the Board resumed. 

Commissioner STEBBINS left the meeting at this point. 

The following additional communications were then presented 
and read: 

Sewer in 3d Avenue and 143d Street. 

From the Comptl;oller of the City, stating that Mr. John B. 

Devlin desired to substitute Mr. Matthew Baird as a s~rety 
upon his proposal for the construction of a sewer in Third 
Avenue and One hundred and forty-third Street in place of 
Mr. Charles Devlin. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 

Public Parks of the City of New York hereby consent to the 
substitution of Mr. Matthew Baird, of No. 306 East Fifty-

, seventh street, in said city, in the place of M1'. Charles Devlin, 
as a surety for the faithful performance of the contract for the 
construction of a sewer in Third Avenue and One hundred and 
forty. third Street, heretofore awarded to Mr. John B. Devlin. 

(Minutes, October 3, 1877, p. 321.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was' determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From Messrs. Decker and Quintard, contractors for the work 
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of improving and constructing Riverside Avenue, requesting 
that the house on said avenue, purchased by Mr. Luke Welsh, 
and situated between Eighty-sixth and Eighty-seventh Streets, 

be removed, as it is in the way of the trestle. 
Filed. 

Lincoln Avenrre and 135th Street. Receiving Basin. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting a 

plan and specifications for a receiving basin at the northeast 
corner of LincQln Avenue and One hundred and thirty-fifth 
Street. 

(Minutes, Oct, 17, 18'77, p. 343.) 

The PRESIDENT, moved that said specifications and plan be 

approved, and that the Secretary be directed to obtain esti
mates for said work and submit them to the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-So 

James Meehan. 

From the Supermtendant of Parks, forwarding, with his 
recommendation, the application of Foreman McGovern for the 
restoration of James Meehan, a laborer, who had been absent 
for more than three days on account of sickness. 

The PRESIDENT moved that James Meehan be restored. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes -Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-S. 

Museum of Art. 

froPl the Angell ~ Bla~e Manufacturing Company, applying 
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for a further payment on account of the final payment on their 
contract for heating and ventilating the Museum of Art 
building. 

(Minutes, September 12, 1877, p. 270.) 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting thereon, 

and recommending that no further payment be made until the 
whole work is completed. 

Filed. 

Applications. 

The following applications for positions in the Department 
were received, and ordered to be filed: 

From the E. P. Gleason Manufacturiug Company, recommending Mr. James Cun

ningham as a steam engineer. 

From Mr. James Cunningham, applying for the position of steam engineer. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report : 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Campbell &; Co., binding digest ...... , .Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. Harlem R. B., 

Reps. Impt., and 

M .......... . 

Cook, Ebenezer, chamois and bottles .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Surveying Lay-

ing out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Darragh, Robt. S., labor ...........••. Museum of Art ... 

Devlin, Jno. B.. labor and materials .... City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•.•...... 

Devlin, John B., labor and material. ... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

$7 50 

3 00 

$1 25 

304 30 

10 50 

850 00 

995 00 

898 45 

\. 
I 
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Early & Lane, brooms and matches ••... Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M ... 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ......•. 

Kelso Bros., coal. •••••••.••.••••..... HarlemR.B.,Reps. 

Impt., and M .• 

Mus. Nat. History. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ••••.. 

Lyons & Bunn, labor and materials ..... Mus. Nat!. History 

Mott, J. L., iron works, leaders, grates, 

&c ••.••..•.......•••••.......•... Museum· of Art 

Harlem R. B., 

Rep. Impt., and 

M ••...•....•• 

Maint. and Govm't 

$080 

18 45 

$4 '15 

22 50 

$3500 

5 50 

P. and P.. . . ... 15 45 

Pitt, W. A., plumbing and material.. ..• Maint. and Govm.'t 

P and P. ..... $149 00 

Mus. Nat. History. 359 30 

Slattery, John, cutting letters. .•••.••.. Surveying, Lay

ing out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Van Tassell & )rearney, harness ..•.••. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..•..••• 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, impt. and maint .......... . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ...............•..•...... 

Museum of Art ........•..•......•....••••......•.•• 

Museum Natural History ............................. . 

$239 15 

315 35 

55 15 

1,893 45 

885 00 

»35 30 

• $19 25 

2'1 25 

1'16 00 

55 95 

508 30 

62 U5 

25 00 

$3.923 40 

$3,923 40 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-nine hundred and twenty_ 

three dollars and forty cents. 
(Signed) 

New York, October 31st, 1877~ 

H. G. STEB. BINS, t Auditing 
JAB. F, Wlil!'!~, ! Oominit~, 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and the Secretary be directed to trans

mit them to the Finance Department for payment. 
The· PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Rele8se~ by Contractors. 

Remission of Penalties in Contracts. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the communication of 
the Comptroller of the City, in relation to the releases at
tached to the estimates of certain contractors and remission of 
penalties by the Department, presented and read a reply 
which he had prepared, pointing out that the only penalties 
prescribed in the contracts, are expressly stated to be "at the 

option of the Department of Public Parks," and that until the 
Department exercises its option, no penalties arise. 

(Minutes, October 24, 1877, p. 353.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said reply be approved 
.and transmitted to the Finance Department. 

Adopted. 

Manhattan Square. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following report: 

To the Department of Public Parks: 
On the 22d August last, the Department adopted resolutions 

declaring that it was advisable to have the northern portion of 
Manhattan Square graded and regulated, and directing that if 
the owners of property advance sufficient funds for the pur
pose, the work be proceeded with; and also referring any 
arrangements which Mr. S. B. Ruggles and Mr. Jas. F. Ruggles 
might propose, to the undersigned to report upon. 

Since that time Mr. S. B. Ruggles and Mr. Marshall O. Roberts 
have deposited their checks with the Department for $115.00 
and $185.00 respectively, to pay for the regulating and sUloQtb-
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ing off and removal of loose rocks from the portions opposite their 
lots to the following extent, 'viz: 125 feet frontage by 75 feet 
deep, and 225 feet frontage by 75 feet deep. 

The work has been done by Mr. J. B. Devlin, contractor, in 
accordance with the annexed specifications, which is certified 
to by the Assistant Engineer in charge, whose certificate is 
hereto annexed. 

Mr. S. B. Ruggles has personally expressed his satisfaction 
", at the manner in which the work has been executed, and has 

stated that he will endeavor to obtain from the other owners 
of lots on the north of the Square the amount,;; which will be 
sufficient to similarly improve the whole northern strip to the 
width of 75 feet. 

I recommend that the checks of Mr. Ruggles and Mr. Rob
erts be paid over to Mr. Devlin for the work he has done, and 
that a similar course be pursued with regard to the rest of the 
northern portion of the said Square, whenever the property 
owners deposit a sufficient amount to pay therefor, which 
amount should be reimbursed to them in the manner stated in 
the resolution of the Board of August 22d, 1877. 

(Signed) WM. R. MARTIN, 
Pre.~ident Department if Public' Parks. 

(Minutes, August 22, 1877, p. 244.) 

Commissioner' WETMORE moved that the report of the Presi

dent be received and adopted by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board vutingin favor, 

thereof, as follows: 
. .Aye8-Commissione~s Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

Maintenance of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom it was referred to prepare and 
present a plan for the reduction of the expenses of the main
tenance of the parks for the remainder of the year presented a 
statement showing the balance of the appropriation for main
tenance of parks and the fixed and necessary items which would 
have to. be paid, and he recommended that the Board adopt 

the following resolution, namely: 
Besolvedf That the Superintendant of Parks be, and hereby 
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is, directed to place all men employed on the laboring force of 
the Maintenance of Parks and Places, including mechanics, on 
half time until further order, excepting foremen, men employed 
in the Menagerie, in the Stables, in the Museums and other 
buildings. 

(:'.!inutes, October 24, 1877, p. 364.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the report of the Presi
dent be received and that the resolution recommended by him 
be adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, W etmore~3. 

Maintenance of Parks. 

Transfers of Balances for 1877. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the resolution adopted on the 

19th September, 1877, requesting a transfer of balances of 
certain appropriations for the year 1877 be reconsidered. 

(Minutes, September 19, 1877. p. 302.) 

Adopted. 

'rhe PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution as a 
substitute therefor, namely: 

Resolved, 'rhat the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and 1ereby is, respectfully requested to transfer to the ap
propriation for "Maintenance of the Parks and Places, for 
" wages of foremen, ganleners, mechanics and laborers em
"ployed on the work of maintenance, &c.," 1877, and from 
the following appropriations, the undermentioned sums, which 
are in excess of the amounts required, namely: 
Poli 'e-salaries 0' captain, lieutenants, &c., 1877. . . .. . . . ... . . ... .. $5,618 72 
Music-Central Park, 1877.... ..... ........................... 180 00 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute resolution, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all' the members of the Board vot
ing in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-:-3. 
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Special Patrolmen. 

Oommissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the time of the employment of the eight 

special patrolmen authorized by the Board on the 6th day of 
June, 1877, be, and hereby is, extended and continued from 
the 1st day of November to and including the 30th day of 
NoveUlber, 1877. 

(Minutes, October 3, 1877, p. 323.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting ,in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11:30 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 7th November, 1877, 

at 9 o'clock A. M. 
WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7th, 1871. 

REGULAR MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" STEBBINS. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 
WETMORE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 31st October, 

1877, were read and approved. 

The following communications were' presented and read: 

Morris Avenue and 151st Street. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the condition of the street-crossing at Morris 
Avenue and One hundred and fifty-first Street. 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer, for his 

report. 

Gauging Water in Streams of 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and 'l'opographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the communication of the Committee of the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, requesting that a series of gaugings of the 
streams in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be 
made by this Department, and stating that the making of such 

gaugings would furnish information of the greatest importance 
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to engineers and municipal authorities, in the determination of 
questions relating to water supply and drainage. 

That such gaugings can be made at Tibbett's Brook, Mill 

Brook, and Bronx River. 

That the construction of the apparatus for the measurement 

of these streams would cost about $300. 
That the work might fairly be considered as essential to the 

proper preparation of plans for sewerag.e and drainage, and 

that the cost would, in that case, be chargeable to the fund for 
surveying, laying out, and monumenting. 

Also from the Director of the Observatory, stating that he 
will furnish copies of any of the registers of the Observatory 

which may be desired in connection with the gauging of the 

streams. 
(Minutes, Oct. 17,1877, p. 344.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Civil and Topographical Engineer be 

directed to prepare and submit to the Board specifications for 
the construction of a suitable apparatus for gauging the water 
flow in the streams of the Twent.y-third and 'l'wenty-fourth 
Wards, together with an estimate of the expense. 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that said subject and resolu
tion be laid over. 

Adopted. 

Sidewalk at Broadway and Church Street. 

From the Civil and Topogr'tphical Engineer, reporting that 
the sidewalk at Broadway and Church Street, in the Twenty

fourth Ward, is a part of a highway, and not a street, and that 

therefore it is the duty of the Department to repair it. 
(Minutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 366.) 

The PHESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards be directed to have 

the hole in the sidewalk at that locality, and which had been 
complained of by the Health Department, repaired, 

/ 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, 
Wetmore-4. 

Wenman, 

Laying out the 2:ld and 24th Wards. 

From the Landscape Architect and the Civil and Topo

graphical Engineer, in relation to the proposed plan for 
laying out the central district of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards lying east of Jerome Avenue and West of Third 
Avenue and the Harlem Railroad. 

(Minutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 368.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that said communication be 
received and printed as a document of the Board. 

(See Document No. 76). 

~ The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
, agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Martin, 
Wetmore-4. 

Stebbins, Wenman, 

Trees and Sh~ubs. 

From Mr. F. L. Olmsted, offering the Department a collec
tion of about fifty trees and shrubs, on condition that they be 
removed by the Department from Flushing, L. I., to the Cen

tral Park. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said donation be accepted with 

the thanks of the Department, and that the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to send the necessary teams to remove said 

trees and shrubs. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board ~ould 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majo'rity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 

-4. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that the 
plan for laying out the West Farms' district, embracing the 

territory between Third Avenue and the Bronx River, north of 

the Boston Road, is ready for examination. 

The PRESIDEN'l' then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Civil and rropographical Engineer be di

re~ted to notify all known owners of property in the territory 
between Third A venue and the Bronx River, north of the 
Boston Road, that they are invited to examine the plans for 
said district; and that then the said owners of property be 
further notified to attend before the Board when they will be 
heard in relation to the adoption of said plans. 

Adopted. 

Culvert at Bittner's Lane. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that he had consulted with Mr. R. C. 

Martin, who lives near the culvert on Bittner's Lane, which is 

out of repair, and that Mr. Martin is of opinion he can make 
such repairs to it as will prevent any further injury for some 
time to come, at a cost of about $150. 

(Minutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 367.) 

Commissioner STEBBINS moved that the President be author
ized to make arrangements for the repair of said culvert on 

Bittner's Lane at a cost not exceeding $150. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma-



, 
'-, , November 1,1877.] 

tive, a~ majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
. thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Lions on Exhibition in Menagerie. 

, From Mr. John H. Van Valen, stating that he has paid for 

" I 
, 
I 

·1 

r 

the feed of a pair of lions, which he has placed on exhibition in 
the meuagerie, for the last eighteen months, and asking the 

. Department to provide the food for them in future. 
Filed. 

Thos. Farrell, P. Shannon, P. Holmes. 

From Thomas Farrell, Peter Shannon and Philip Holmes, 
stating that they had worked in the menagerie from November 
20, 1876, to March 11, 1877, without compensation, and askjng 
to be paid for that time. 

(Minutes, March lOth and 28th, 1877. pp. 673 and 707.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the application of said 
Thomas Farrell, Peter Shannon and Philip Holmes be re
fused. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

CommisE'joner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auiliting Commit

tee, presented the following report : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Campbell & Co., subs. to digest ..... , ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 
Claflin, H. B., & Co., linen thread ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Croes, J. James R., petty expenses ...... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 2:\d and 

24th Wards .... 

$500 

4 06 

11049 
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Crissey, W. V., & Co., potash •••...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ....... .. 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ............. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .....••.. 

Decker, Thompson W., milk ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.&;P ....... . 

Devlin, Jno. B., making approaches ..... City Parks Impt, 

Fund ........ . 

Forsyth, John, labor .................. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Foster & Co., meat ................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..•••.. 

Fox, Geo., & Son, boiler iron ...••••.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ..... 

Harmer, Hays &; Co., harness materials. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Handibode &; Johnson, coal. ....... , ... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Healy, J., labor ...................... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ••........ ooMaint. and Govmt. 

Moffat, David, & Co., leather and sheep-

P. and P ...... . 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Museum of Nat. 

lIistory. oo .... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ .. 

skins ............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., rent .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and Poo ..... 

Pierce, F. 0., & Co., paints, whiting, &;c.Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

[Wednesday, 

$2 00 

186 00 

'i 44 

989 00 / 

38 50 

261 62 

40 00 

10 00 

/j 00 

38 50 

$43 10 

28 11 

1 00 

1 20 

---- 'i3 41 

11 35 

1,250 00 

$5 00 

3 15 

----- 8 15 
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Rogers, H. A., files ............••••.•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund......... 2400 

Slote &; Janes, interest tables .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Wetmore &; Co., iron ............ , .•... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... \ 

RECAPITULATlON. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. • • • •• •• $1,678 08 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .• . • .• . • • 1,202 20 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards......... 110 49 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards................. 110 11 

Museum of Natural History ............ , . . . . .. . . • . .. • • • 6 00 

$37 81i 

10 00 

1861 

$:3,101 88 

---- $3,101 88 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-one hundred lind one dollars 

and eighty.eight cents. 

New York, November 7th, 1877. 

H. G. STEBBINS, t Attditing 
JAS. F. WENMAN. f Oommittee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and that the Secretary be directed to 
transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4, 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks in account "vitk 

James F. }Venman, Treasurer. 

CR. 

Oct. 17. By balance. . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .... , .... ,.... f729 02 

,Oct. 17 } 
to 

Nov. 7. 

Oct. 17 } 
to 

Nov. 7. 

" cash received from grass pound and permits 152 00 

DR. 

To cash paid into City Treasury ....... ,. , . , 8881 02 

$881 02 

$881 02 

(Signed) JAMES F. WENMAN, 

Trea8w'er D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, Wednesday, November 7, 1877, 

9.30 A. M. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom was referred the application of 

Messrs. Jones and Mcquade for permission to continue all 
branches of the work on Brook Avenue Sewer as long as the 

weather will permit, reported verbally that the terms of the 

contract forbid any masonry to be built between November 
1st and April 1st, and that he had directed the contractors not 

to put in any new foundation work, but to complete that which 

is already under way, and during the rest of the working 
season to devote themselve3 to levelling off the surplus earth 
and rock on the parts of the sewer which have been built; and 

he moved that his action be approved. 
(Minutes, Oct. 31,1877, p. 867.) 

Adopted. 

\ 

'I 
'; , 
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Reservoir Square Urinal. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Urinal on Reservoir Square, and the 

paths leading to it, be closed until further order. 
(Minutes, Oct. 31,1877, p. 368.) 

Adopted. 

Museum of Art. 

Commissioner STEBBINS offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the amended bill for commissions in connec

tion with the construction of the Museum of Art building, pre
sented to the Board on the 24th October, 1877, by Mr. Calvert 
Vaux, Architect, and amounting to the sum of $1,288.21 be, 
and the same is hereby approved and authorized to be trans
mitted to the Finance Department for payment. 

(Minutes, Oct. 24, 1877, p. 357.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

Maintenance of Roads, &c., in 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the balance remaining of the 
appropriation for the Maintenance of the roads, &c., in the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards during this year, only 
amounted to $1,393.06, and that the pay roll of the laborers, 
&c., employed amounted to $1,932.00 per month. He then 
offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards be, and hereby is, directed to place all 
the carpenters, laborers and teams employed on the work of 
Maintenance of the Roads, &c., in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards on half time, exoept the laborer employ
ed as a stable man. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows .: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Stebbins, Wenman, Wetmore 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 14th inst., at 9 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

! 

\ 
~l 
\. 



l' 
? 
i 
I 

Wednesday, Nov. 14, 1877.] 389 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WETM.ORE. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned, without 
transacting any business, to meet on Wednesday, the 21st inst., 
at 9 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, NO\'EMBER 21, 1877. 

REGULAR MEETING, 9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Pr~sent-Commissioller MARTIN, President. 

" WEN MAN. 

" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

Before reading the minutes of the previous meetings, 

Samuel Conover, Esq., who had been duly appointed a Com

missioner in the place of ex-Commissioner H. G. Stebbins, 

presented his certificate of appointment. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said cerlificate be entered at 

length on the minutes, and then returned to Commissioner 

Conover. 

Adopted. 

The following is a copy of the certificate: 

Oertificate of Appointment. 
MAYOR'S OFFICE, 

CITY OF NEW YORK. 
I, SMITH ELY, JR., Mayor of the Cit.y of New York, by virtue of the power con· 

ferred by Section 25 of Chapter 335 of the L1WS of 18'73, being" An Act to reo 
organize the local governmem of the City of New York," passed April 30th, 
1873, do hereby appoint, by and with the advice and consent of the Board of 
Aldermen, 

SAMUEL CONOVER, 
To be a member of the Board of the Department of Public Parks for a full 
term, in place of Henry G. Stebbins, whose term of office has expired. • 

And in pursuance of said power, I do hereby issue H.is Certificate of Ap. 
pointment and have caused the seal of tire Mayoralty to be affixed hereto, this 
sixteenth day of November, 1877. 

(Signed,) SMITH ELY, Jr., 

[SEAL] 
Mayo/' of the Oityof New York. 
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The minutes of the previous meetings of the 7th RI\d 14th 

insts., were then read and approved. 

The following communications were then presented, and 

read: 

Laborers whose pay had been deducted. 

From the Comptroller of the city, stating that Lawrence 
Phillips has made application to the Finance Department to 

be paid $25.60, for services rendered to this Department as a 
laborer, from March 24th to April 21st, 1877. 

The PRESIDENT stated that said Lawrence Phillips and three 
other laborers had worked on Riverside Avenue, during the 
above mentioned period, and that their pay for the time they 
had so worked had beeu withbeld. 

He then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Finance Department be, and hereby is, 

requested to charge the amounts hereafter stated and set 
opposite the names of the undermen tionec1 laborers, who were 
returned upon the laborers' pay-rolls, ending on the 7th and 21st 
days of April, 1877, to the fund r~tained under the provisions 
of Section H of the Contract for the improvement and con
struction of Riverside Avenue, and the supplemental agree
ment in relation thereto, dated November 29th, 1876, viz. : 

James McGuire ................ , ...... '" .. . 

Lawrence Phillips .......................... . 

James Nugent ............................. . 

H .• Armstrong ............................. . 

i 

iAl!OUNT DeE ON AMOUNT DUE ON 

I PAY-ROLL OF PAY. ROLL OF 

APRIL 7TH, 1877. APRIL 21sT,1877. 

$16 00 

19 20 

19 20 

18 40 

$640 

6 40 

6 40 

6 40 

(Minutes June 27, 1877, p. 136.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
a~ee to said resolution, and it was determined in the aftirm~ 

I 
I 

( 

! 
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ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

..Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 
-4 

Streets at site of· late Parade Ground. 

From the Oounsel to the Corporation, calling the attention 
of the Department to the advisability of re-establis}ling the lines 
of streets on the site of the 19.te Parade Ground. 

Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting 
thereon, and stating that no streets had ever yet been legally 
established on the site of said late Parade Ground. 

(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 158.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communications be filed, 
and that a copy of the latter be forwarded to the Counsel to 
the Corporation. 

Adopted. 

Parade Ground. 

From the Counsel to ,the Corporation, asking whether the 
boundaries of the late Parade Ground, as shown on the map 
presented to the Board on the 16th October, 1872, and on the 
map subsequently filed by the Department in the Department 
of Public Works are the same. 

Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that 
the map presented to the Board on the 16th October, 1872, 
cannot now be found, but that his recollection is, that no 
change was made in the boundaries. 

(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 158.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communications be filed 
and a copy of the latter forwarded to the Counsel to the 
Corporation. 

Adopted. 
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Denman Place. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, alld the Civil and Topographical Engineer, re
porting upon the complaint of the Health Department in refer
ence to the condition of Denman Place in the Twenty-third 
Ward, in which they state that the grade is too low to allow 
the street to be properly drained by the present culvert; that 
raising the grade or c01l1pelling the owner of the property east 
of Tinton Avenue to keep a small brook which runs through 
his land, and which is the only outlet for the water of the dis
trict, free from obstructions, would reoedy the difficulty. 

That the drainage of the whole district is retarded by the 
failure of the Board of Aldermen to act upon the request of 
the Commissioner of Public Works to transfer the construction 
of drains in the vicinity to this Department. 

Filed. 

Andrew McCauley. 

From the Police Surgeon and the Lieutenant, announcing the 
death of special patrolman Andrew McCauley, on the 11th 
inst. 

(Minutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 377.) 

Filed. 

Parker McCuen. 

From the Lieutenant, reporting that police tailor Parker 
Mc'~)uell has been absent for 70~ days on account of sickness, 

but that being now recovered, he desires to return to 
duty. 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 58.) . 

Commissioner W ENMAN moved that said Parker McCuen be 
restored to his position as police tailor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agl'ee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirm a-

) 

! 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect, recommending that a 
two-inch lead pipe be laid from the west drive in Central Park 
to the Museum of Art Building, for the purpose of supplying 
water to the boilers in the building, and estimating the cost of 
the work at $380. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the Superintending 
Architect be directed to have said pipe laid as recommended. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, wheth()r the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt of the Committee on Plans of 
the American Museum of Natural History, requesting that the 
Department would have the following extra work done, at a 
cost not exceeding the figures set opposite each item, viz.": 

1. Extra tiling on ground floor in place of water closets removed. 
and shirting and altering borders around wash-hasin and 
closets, including all other extra work. complete .. " ... " ..• , . 

2. Fnrnishing brackets. standards and shelves for 3 "A" cases and 
2 HE" cases. "E" cases to have backs, and second and third 
shelves to have inclined brackets ....................... . 

S. Black walnut base for two (2) cases containing rare monkeys .. 
4. Elack walnut base for large Moa Birds and Irish Deer skeJeton, 
0. Two (2) " A" cases on second floor, "in place of closets removed 

$'125 00 

6SS 00 
40 00 
70 00 

to north end of building. part of material to be furnished 
from cases in Arsenal. ......... " . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,400 00 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that none 
of said items are included in any of the pr~vious contracts. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said several extra items of work be, 
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approved, and that the Treasurer be authorized to issue orders 
therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, of the Building Oommittee of 
the American Museum of Natural History, requesting that a 
footpath for passengers be laid from Eighth Avenue to the Mu
seum of Natural History Building. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, reporting that the 
length of the sidewalk requested is 520 feet; that the cost per 
foot for a walk four feet wide of plank is twenty-five cents, and 
of blue stone fifty-four cents. 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintending 
Architect be directed to have a plank walk laid as requested; 
that such old material, suitable for the purpose, as may be on 
hand be used, and that the cost thereof be charged to the fund 
for the construction of said Museum of Natural History Build

ing. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as fallows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. R. L. Stuart, President of the American Museum 
of Natural History, requesting that the Department detail 
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from its police a sufficient force to protect the Museum of 

Natural History Building and the collections it contains. 

Filed. 

" Foster" House, Riverside Park. 

From the Superintending Architect, reporting that the house 
on Riverside Park which the Department lately removed from 
the line of Riverside Avenue, and which is known as the "Fos
ter" House, is in need of repairs, which he recommends to be 
made to an extent, the estimated cost of which is $150. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending -Architect be 
directed to have said house repaired in the manner recom
mended, and at a cost not exceeding $150, which shall be 
charged to the City Parks Improvement Fund. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

J. Johnson. R. Barnwell, L. Phillips. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, recommending that the 
following named mechanics and laborer be restored to work, 
they having been absent for m'Jre than three days, viz.: John 
Johnson, mason; Robert Barnwell, painter; and Lawrence 
Phillips, laborer. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said mechanics and laborer be 
restored to their several positions. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

AyeS-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

From the Superinteuding Architect, submitting specifications 

and working drawings for the temporary bridge to the eutrance 
on the south end of the Museum of Natural History Building. 

(Minutes, October 3, 1877, p. 314.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said specifications and drawings 
be approved, and that the Secretary be directed to prepare and 

insert advertisements for proposals for same. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Lincoln Av. and 135th St. Receiving Basin. 

From the Secretary, submitting the form of contract for the 
receiving basin at the northeast corner of Lincoln Avenue 
and One hundred and thirty-fifth Street, together with four 
proposals which had been received for the work. 

The PRESIDENT then opened said proposals, which were as 
follows: 

N N I DAYS, AT $3 I 
~ ____ -=-__ , _I~=~~R D~I~:~ 
1. John J. McQnade ................ '$185 2 I $191 

. 2. Green Wright ........... 220 15 265 
" 

3. John B. Devlin ............. , .... 150 5 165 

4. John Mulholland ................ I 180 6 198 
I 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.3) of Mr. John B. Devlin 
to construct a receiving basin and sewer connection at the 
northeast corner of Lincoln Avenue and One hundred and 

.r 
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thirty-fifth Street be accepted as the lowest bid; that the con
tract therefor be, and hereby is, awarded to said J. B. Devlin; 
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, October :n, 1877, p, 371.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Museum of .Art. 

From Mr. James Brady, assignee of the, contractor for the 
carpenter work of the Museum of Art Building, requesting 
that he be paid $12,000 on account of said contract. 

Also from the Superintending Architect,reporting thereon,and 
stating that the greater portion of the work required by said 
contract is completed, and that the balance remaining due on 
said contract after a payment of $12,000, is amply large to 
secure the Department. 

(Minutes, July 11, 1877. p. 156.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
directed to prepare and submit an estimate in favor of said 
contractor, to an amount not exceeding $12,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Watmore, Conover 
-4. 

Plants. 

From Mr. C. S. Sargent, Director of the Botanic Garden of 
Harvard University, donating a number of plants to the De
partment. 
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The PRESIDENT moveo that the thanks of the Department 

be tendered to Mr. Sargent for the donation. 

Adopted. 

Sun Bear. 

From Mr. O. P. Thayer, General Agent of the United States 

Express 00., offering to donate to the Department a Oalcutta 

Sun Bear, which has been on exhibition at the Menagerie for 
some time. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said donation be accepted, and 
the thanks of the Department tendered therefor. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Oalvert Vaux, presenting a bill for $197.12, for 
commissions on the amount of work done by the parks force in 

1872 and 1873, in the preparation of foundations for the 

Museum of Natural History Building. 
Filed. 

Roadway at Plaza, 59th Street and 5th A venue. 

From Mr. J acobW eeks, complaining of the condition of the 

roadway west of the Plaza at Fifty-ninth Street and Fifth 
Avenue. 

Filed. 

Patrolman Jas. Sterling. 

From Mr. Oliver Stevens, District Attorney of Boston, 

Massachusetts, requesting that patrolman Jas. Sterling be given 
leave of absence to attend as a witness in comt at Boston. 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved tllat the President be au.thor
ized to grant the leave of absence requested. 

Adopted. 

California Tree. 

From Mr. Martin Vivian, offering to place a section of a 

Oalifor:J:).ia Tree i:J:). Oelltral Pa,rk, and dQnate it to the Depart-

1 
\ 
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ment, if .allowed to establish a tltand beside it for the sale of 

relics, pamphlets, soda watm, &c. 
Also from the L:mdscape Architect, reporting adversely to 

granting the privileges asked by Mr. Vivian. 
The PRESIDENT moved that the offer of Mr. Vivian be de

clined. 
Adopted. 

Musenm of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Morton & Chesley, complaining that their bills 
for extras in the Museum of Natural History building are 

not paid at the Finance Department. 
Referred to the President. 

Applications. 

The following applications were received and ordered to be 
filed, viz. : 

From Sylvanus Warrtln, for the position of Steam Engineer. ~ 
From Mr. John Mitchell and others, on behalf of Milton J. Mangam, for a posi. 

tion on the Police Force. 
From Special Patrolman S. H. Conklin, for the position of Patrolman. 
From Messrs. Henry Smith & Co. and others, on behaH of Daniel Firm for a 

position on the Police Force. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENlIfAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Dist. Telg. Co., rent and services ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Beeber, M. & Co., gloves, police ........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Boote, Edwd., tiling. . . . . . . . . . . • . . Mus. Nat. History, 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, Oct ......... Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. & 

M ............. . 

Central Gas Light Co., coal. ...... " ... Maint .. &c., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

$20 46 

75 00 

2,980 80 

60 00 

12 15 
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Decker, Nich. H. &: Geo. W. Quiutard, 

labor and matls .....••........... Impt. and Canst. 

Riverside Ave. 

Gordon, Robert, Acting Treasurer, ex-

penses Mus. of Art .. _ ............ Muint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..•.. 

Handibode &: Johnson, coal. ........... Maint., &;c., 23d &; 

24th Wards .... 

Handibode, P., coal and wood .......... Maint. and Govt. 

P.andP.oo .... 

Surveying, laying' 

out, 23d &; 24th 

Wards ... 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas Oct ........ Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ......•••... 

Maint. 'and Govt. 

P. and Poo ••... 

Harlem Gas 'Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Jones, Charles, and Thomas P. McQuade, 

labor and matl.. ................. Brook Av. Sewer. 

Knowles, L. J., pump fittings, ........ Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., gas Oct .... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and Poo ..... 

Mullane, John, hay, corn, oats, and to-

bacco .....•...•................ :Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

N. Y. &; N. J. Globe Gas L. Co., gas 

Oct .............................. Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas Oct .... Maiut. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas, Oct ........ ' .Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P ...... . 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., meter gas ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

) 

) 
[ Wednesday, 

$6,994 16 

3,997 80 

,f 
45 00 

135 00 

4 62 

139 62 

47 81 

12 50 

60 31 

34 64 

6,622 86 

44 

4 38 

401 40 

216 75 

317 50 

331 50 

2 16 
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N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., meter gas •• Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P ...... . 

PIerce, F. O. & Co., potash and oil. ..•... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..•••. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ..•...... 

Post & McCord, iron work. ............ Mus. of Art ..... , 

Rogers, H. A., spikes and fire irons ..... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Museum Natnral 

History ...... . 

Sheppard, F., reps. to sp;mklers ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ..... 

Scott, D., fish ...................... Maint. and Govt. 

P.&P ....... . 

Strippel &- Son, cases, .. ' .. " ....... Museum of Nat. 

History ..•.... 

Vaux, C., commissions, .............. Museum of Art .. 

REOAPITULATION. 

$28 25 

$1 25 

1200 

18 211 

6,630 68 

$12 75 

30 00 
42 75 

11 60 

12 09 

702 45 

1,288 21 

----
$81,046 21 

Maintenance and Government, Pal'ks and Places ...•.... $5,591 12 

Harlem River Bridges, repairs, improvement and maint ... . 

Maintenance, 23d and 24th Wards ..................... , 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

Oity Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Museum of Art .............. .. 

Museum of Natural History. . . .. . . .. . . . .... ... . .•.•. 

Improvement and Oonstruction Riverside Avenue ....•••• 

Brook Avenue Sewer .•...••...............•.....••.. 

107 81 

81 50 

4 62 

12 00 

7,918 89 

3,713 25 

6,994 16 

6,622 86 

---$IH,04621 

Amounting in the aggre~ate to the sum of thirty-one thousand and forty-six 

dollars and twenty-one cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, November 15th, 1877. 

HENRY G. STEBBINS, 

JA.8. F. WENMAN, 

( Auditing 
I' Committee. 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined aud audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Bell, Thomas, harness repairs .......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Corbett, J., laborer ................ , .. Maint.. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Coleman, John, labor ................ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Conklin, W. A., medicines ............. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber, &c ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... . 
Cummings, Mike, labor ............... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Donvan, J. V., labor and materiaL ...... Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Duffy, Patrick, labor ................. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Dunne, Thomas, labor .................. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Early & Lane, brooms .... , .. " ....... Maint. and Govt. 

P. aud Poo.... $17 50 

Harlem RB.,Reps. 

Impt. and M... 50 

Gugisperg, P., labor, ......•.......... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .. 

Reuffel & Esser, rubber straight edge' 

and paints .....•..... " .... " ... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

$2 00 

24th Wards.... 700 

Kelso Bros., coal ................. . . Maint .. and Gov't. 

P. and P ...... . 

Knickerbocker Ice Co., ice ............ Maint. and Govt. 

P. & P ....... . 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

$1 00 

204 00 

190 00 

17 30 

64 79 

31i 50 

1,435 00 

239 00 

240 00 

18 00 

8 00 

9 00 

137 50 

19 42 

34 00 

( 
i. 

! 
) 
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McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., solder, &c ... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .. $0 23 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... . 7 65 

$7 88 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .... ,. 69 40 

Murphy & Nesbit, cement ............ Museum of Art .. 60 00 

Reeves, Robt. C., plough shares and 

castings ................... " . .Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... $11 13 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 2 25 

13 38 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food ............... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ....... . 16 00 

Scofield, Geo., roofing ................ Maint., etc., 2Sd 

and 24th Walds 9 50 

Thompson, James, labor...... . ...... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .. 240 00 

Van Riper, Chae., spikes and oil. ...... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .. 25 50 

W esteregeln Carnalit Cheml. Co., disinfec-

tant .....••....... " ......... . Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. &P ........ 3 81 

-----
$3,098 98 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places...... .. $290 83 

Maintenance, &c., 23d.and 24th Wards...... .. .......... 1,305 65 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and JYIaint. . . . . . . . . 50 

Mu~eum of Natural History..... ..... . .... ......... ... 1,435 00 

Museum oi .tut.. ... . .. .. .... .... ...... _....... .... 60 00 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards 7 00 
--- $3,098 98 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of three thousand and ninety-eight 

dollars and ninety-eight cents. 
(Sgd,) 

" 
JAS. F. W1lN:!,!AN, } Auditing 
SAM". CONOVEIt, Committee. 

NEW YOltK, November 21st, 1877. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned bills, and the Secretary be directed to trans
mit them to the Finance Department for pJ,yment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

.Department of Public Parks. 

In Account u'it" James F. Wenman, T,·easurer. 

1877. 

N°;ist to} By Cash received from permits and license8.... $364 91 

-- $36491 

Ih. 

Nov. 21st.-To balance. . . ... . .. . . ......... . .. . . .. .. ... $364 91 

(Signed) 

'NEW YORK, Nov. 21st, 1877, 

9.30 A.M. 

Maintenance of Roads, &c., in 23d and 24th Wards. 

$364 91 

JAB. F. WENMAN, 

Treasurer, .D. P. P. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally, that owing to a storm hav

ing damaged the roads in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, he had directed the order of the 7th inst., placing cer
tain mechanics and laborers ou half-time, to be suspended un
til the 14th inst.; on which day he also directed that the general 

Foreman and Messenger be pla0ed on half-time, and that all 

laborers (except the laborer employed in the stables) carpen

ters and teams, not required on unavoidable work, be suspend-
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ed until further orders; and that the steam roller be !'Itopped 
and the men employed in connection with it suspended, as 
soon as the stone now being delivered on Mott Avenue is rolled, 
and he moved that his action be approved by the Board. 

(Minutes, Nov. 7, 1877, p. 387.) 

Adopted. 

Lighting the Lamps on the Parks, die. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
• Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to prepare and in

sert advertisements for proposals for supplying illuminating 
material to, and lighting, cleaning, reglazing, &c., all or any 
portion of the public lamps on the public p'1rks, squares, places, 
and bridges, unCier the control of this Department, from 
January 1st, to April 30th, 1878, both days inclusive. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The TREASURER stated that he had been unable to ob
tain estimates for the following mentioned items of work on the 
Museum of Natural History, at figures near the amounts fixed 
by the Board on the 17th Oct. last, viz. : 
Wrought iron window guards, at north and south ends of cellar .... , ... $36 00 

Five (5) iron guards for doors of elevator. . . •. . . ... . . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . .. . 25 00 

That the lowest estimate he could get for the first item. is, 
$105, and for the seconc1, $4.0. 

(Minutes, Oct. 17, 1877, p. 342.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the Treasurer be a.u
thorized to issue orders for said items of work, at a cost not 

ex.ceeding $105, and $40 respectively. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the a:ffirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Oonover 

-4. 

Gates at Third Avenue Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the gates at Third Avenue Bridge 
were erected, but that their length is so great that it is neces" 
sary to have two additional rollers ana one post on each gate, 
the estimated cost of which is $70. 

Oommissioner WENMAN moved that said additional rollers 
and posts for said gates be ordered. 

(Minutes, Aug. 22,187'1, p. 234.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board ,voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Oonover 

-4. 

'Bird Houses. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That. bird houses, at a cost not exceeding $100, and 
of a pattern to be approved of by the Landscape Architect, be 
constructed and placed upon the trees in the smaller city 
parks, and that the cost thereof be charged to the City Parks 
Improvement Fund. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes,-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 
-4. 

} 

/ 
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Manhattan Square. 

The PRESIDENT stated that on the portion of the north end 
of Manhattan Square, which the adjoining property owners are 
al'ranging to provide the money for shaping and smoothing off, 
there is a quantity of granite, flagging, &c., which had been 
placed there from time to time by this Department, that 
the Superintendent of Parks estimates it would cost $250 to 
remove it, and that the property owners are desirous to know 
whether the Department will remove it. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the subject of the re
moval of said granite, flagging, &c., be laid over. 

(Minutes, October 31, 1877, p. 374.) 

Adopted. 

Planting in Central Park. 

The Landscape Architect, who was present, reported ver
bally that it was desirable at this time of the year to plant that 
portion of the Oentral Park at One hundred and tenth Street, 
and between Sixth and Seventh A venues, and also the portion 
along Eighth Avenue north of Seventy-fourth Street, and he 
recommended that an expenditure of $500 be authorized for 
this purpose. 

Laid over. 

Lost articles found in the Parke. 

Commissione'r WETMORE moved that the Treasurer be au
thorized to make such disposition as he shall deem proper of 
the articles found in the parks, and which now remain unclaim
ed in the custody of the Property Clerk. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore Conover 
-4. 
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A.uditing Committee. 

Special Committee of Organization of Police Force. 

Commissioner WENMAN moyed that Commissioner Conover 

be appointed a member of the Auditing Committee and also 
a member of the Special Committee on the reorganization of 

the Police force, in place of ex-Commissioner Stebbins. 
(Minutes, Dec. 20th, 1876, and January lOth, 1877, pp.491 anel 536.) 

The PRESIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissiuners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

Commissioner's Badge. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that a badge for Comlliis
sioner Conover be authorized to be purchased. 

The PRESIDENT pnt the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
It majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10.30 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 28th instant, at 9 

o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretaj'Y D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDt\.Y, NO\'EMBER 28th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED.l\!EETING-9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" WENMAN. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 21st jnst.were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Maintenance of Parks,-Transfer of Balances for 187'7. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Apportion
ment, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, adopted 
by that Board 011 the 15th inst., viz. : 

Re .• olved. That the sum of five thousand seven hundred and ninety.eight dollars 
and seventy.two cents be, and the same is her,··b)" transff'l"red f!'om the following 
appropriations to the Department of Public Parks, for 1877, the sa'ne being in 
excess of the amounts required for the I'urpos"s and objects thereof, viz. : 
" Police-Salaries of," etc.. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. $5,618 72 
Music-Central Park. ... ... .......... ....................... 180 00 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. .. .......•......... $5,798 72 
,J 
" -to the appropriation for said Df'partment, for 1877, entitled, " Maintenance of 

the Parks and Places-'Vages," ~to., which is insufficient. 

(Minutes, October 31, 1877, p. 376.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the work 

of grading and draini?g round the 'Museum of Art Building 
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wi1l be completed on the first of next month, when it will be 
necessary to suspend the laborers ernployec1 on it, unless tho 
Board desires other construction work to be proceeded with; 
and recommending that the roads and paths from the East 
Drive in Central Park to said Museum Building be completec1. 

(Minutes, October 17, 1877, p. 350.) 

Filed. 

-Riverside Avenue. 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue 
Construction, requesting instructions whether he shall deduct 
from his estimate for the month of November, the penalty to 
which the contractors are liable for the non-completion of the 
work within the time stipUlated. 

Laid over. 
(Minutes, October 24, 1877, p. 358.) 

Laborers whose pay had been deducted. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that the Finance Depart
ment had paid the four laborers whose P[~y had been deducted 
on the pay-rolls of April 7th and 21st, 1877, as requested at 
the last meeting of the Board. 

(Minutes, November 21, 1877, p. 392.) 

Filed. 

Trees in the Parks. 

From Mr. R. M. Strebeigh, Secretary of the New York Mu
nicipal Society, forwarding a copy of the following resolution, 
adopted by that society on the 19th inst., Vi2;. : 

Resolved, That the attention of the Park Commissioners be called to the need of 
supplying new trees, in places where tt'ees have died. in the pal'ks and grounds 
under their charge. 

Filed. 

Mass Meeting in Tompkins Square. 

From Mr. Hugh B. Brown, President of the Executive Com
mittee of the Greenback Labor Party of the City of New York, 
and others, asking permission to hold a Mass Meeting in the 

• 
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interest of the unemployed workingmen of the city, some time 

during the month of December. 

Referred to the President with power. 

Fordham Property Owners' Association. 

From Mr. John B. Shea, Corresponding Secretary of the 

"Fordham Property Owners' Association," notifying the De

partment of the existence of said association, and of the names 

of its officers. 

Filed. 

Laying.out the 23d and 24th W 6l'ds. 

The following communications in relation to the proposed 

plan for laying-out the Central District of the Twenty-third 

and Twenty-fourth Wards, lying east of .J erome Avenue and 

west of Third Avenue and the Harlem Railroad, and extending 
from One hundred and sixty-fifth Street to Woodlawn Cemtery, 

were received and ordered to be filed, namely: 
From Mr. John Cha}Jman, objecting to a new street between 

Washington and Railroad Avenues. 
: From Mr. C. Brophy, and fourteen other owners of property, 

objecting to the proposed change in Railroad Avenue. 
From Mr. H. E. Droz, objecting to tbe closing of Myrtle 

Avenu~ and the opaning of a Dew avenue between that avenue 

and Brook Avenue. 
From Mr; Richard Richards, objecting to the proPlJsed 

change of Prospect A venue and VV orth A venue, n nd to the 

new street to take E1e place of the latter. 
From Dr. E. H. Cartel', and fifteen other owners of property, 

objecting to the closing of Worth Avenue and the laying out 

of a new street to take its place. 
From Mr. ,V. W. Niles, approving of the proposed plan, and 

requesting that it be adopted. 
(Minntes, October 31, 1877, p. 368.) 
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Audit. 

Commissioner WE~"MAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented i,he following report: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
exrtmined ann audih~cl tile following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Brady. Joseph C., carpenter work ..... Museum of Art... 

Cottier, John, repairs to dock •••• , ..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

De Grauw, Aymal' & Co .• packing ...... HarlemR.B.Reps., 

Impt.and Maint. 

&c .....•....• 

Hawes, John, bread ................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Holbrook, E. P., & Bros., glass, ....... ,Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

.Kelso Bro~., coal .. , , , , ....•.. ' . . . Maint. and Govt . 

P. and P ....... 

HarlemR.B.Reps., 

Impt.and Maint. 

&c •........ " 

Museum of Art .. 

Labagh, W.O., salt ..... " ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Lyons & Bunn, mason work .. , .' ....... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing 

matls .......... ' '" .... , ... , .. " .Museum cf Art .. . 

HarlemR.B.Reps., 

Impt.and Maint. 

&c ....••.. " 

Mott., J. L., Iron Works, grates, &c., ... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

$75 00 

4 50 

600 

$13 50 

3 11 

$1 00 

19 90 

$lO,800 00 

S 00 

2 05 

61 88 

34 6'1 

85 50 

8 89 

20 00 

16 61 

20 90 

( 

( 

! 
( 
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Milliken, David, Eawdust •.••..••. " ... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .. .. .. $20 00 

O'Neil, M., quarried rock .............. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards.... 74 00 

Shaw & Venn, pail,ting' ........ , ...... Museum of Art... $350 00 

Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Smith, Elward, carpenter work ......... Museum Natural 

History ..... . 

Wheatly, R R, oats and hay .... , .... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

RECAPITULATION. 

~laintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...... . 

IIarlem river bridges, repairs, improvement and mainte~-

anee ................................... . ' ....... . 

Maintenance, etc., 2:ld and 24th 'yards ................ . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th IV ards ... ' .... . 

160 00 

$185 17 

9 66 

119 45 

3 00 

Museum of Art" .. ' .. ' .. '................... .. ....... 11,169 50 

Museum of Natural History ...... " ................... 1,237 79' 

510 00 

1,022 12 

45 45 

$12,724 57 

--- $12,724 57 

Amounting in the agg-rcgate to the sum of twelve thousand seven hundred 

and twenty-four dollars and fifty-seven cents. 

(Signed) JAs. F. WENMAN, I Auditing 
• SUI'L CONOVJ<U, I Committe •. 

New York, N overnbel' 27th, 1877. 

The PnESIDEN'l' moved that the Board do now approve the 

above mentioned bills, and the Secretary be directed to 

transmit them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma~ 

tive, a majority of all the members of the B1ard voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 
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American Museum of Natural History. 

The President, to whom was referred the draft of a proposed 

agreement or contract with the American Museum of Natural 

History for the. occupation by it of the building erected on 
Manhattan Square, reported verbally that he had consiuered 

the same with the officers and counsel of the American Museum 

of Natural History, and with their approval sulJ1i1itb·d the fol

lowing proposed agreement; namely: 

THIS AGREEME~T, made and concluded on the first day of 
November, in the year one thousand eighthnndred and seventy
seven, between the DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS OF THE CITY 
of NEW YOUK, tIle party of the first part, and the AMERICAN 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, party of the second part, 
Witnesseth: 

FVilereas, by an Act of the Legislature of the State of ~ew 
York, passed April 22d, 1876, entitled" An Act in relation to 
the powers and duties of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Department of Public Parks, in connection with the American 
Museum of Natural History, and the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art," the said party of the first part is autho!'ized and directed 
to enter into a contract with the said party of the second part 
for the occupation by it of the bniIdings erected or to be erected 
on that portion of the CeHtral Park in the City of New York, 
known as Manhattan square, and for transferring thereto and 
establishing and maintaining therein its museum, library and 
collections, and carrying out the objects and purposes of said 
party of the second part; and, 

TYhereas, a building contemplated by said act has now been 
erected and nearly completed and equipped in a manner suita
ble for the purposes of said :Museum, as provided in the first 
section of the Act of May 15, 1875, known as Chapter 351, of 
the Laws of 1875, for the purpose of establishing and maintain· 
ing therein the said Museum, as provided by the said last 
named act, and by the Act (.f April 5, 1871, known as Chapter 
2~O, of the Laws of 1871; and, 

Wllereas, it is desired as well by the said party of the first 
part, as by the said party of the second part, that, immediately 
upon the completion and equipment cf said building, the said 
party of the second part should be established therein, and 
should transfer thereto it~ :Iluseum, Library and Collections, 
and carry out the objects and purposes of the said party of the 

cond part. 
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Now, therefore, it is agreed by and between the said parties 
as follows, viz. : 

FiT8t.-That the said party of the first part has granted and Demise of 

d8mised and let, and doth, by these presents, grant, demise building. 

and let, unto the said party of the second Plut, the said build-
ings and the appurtenances thereunto belonging, to have and 
to hold the same so long as the said party of the second part 
shall continue to carry ont the objects and purposes defined in 
its charter, or such otber objects and purposes as by any future 
amendment of said charter may be anthorized; and shall faith-
fully keep, perform, and observe the covenants and conditions 
herein contained on its part to be kept, performed, and ob-
served, or until the said building shall be surrendered by the 
said party of the second part, as hereinafter providecl 

Seconclly.-Tbat neither the party of the first part, its suc- pre.;mtion 

cessor or successors, nor the Mayor, Aldermen and Common- of property. 

aIty of the City of New York, shall be in any manner charge-
able 01' liable for the preservation of the said building or the 
property of the party of the second part which may be placed 
therein, against fire, or for any damage or injury that may be 
caused by fire to the said property; but it is agreed that, dam-
ages as aforesaid excepted, the said party of the first pltrt 
will keep said building, from time to time, in repair. 

Third!?!. - 'rhat as soon after the completion and equipment of 
• J b '1" . bl . 1 f th d t Immediate 00· 8aH1 Ul mng as practIca e, SttlC party () e secon par cupation. 

shall traJlsfer to, and place and arrange in, said building, its 
museum, library, and collections, or such portion thereof as can 
be properly displayed to the public therein, and shall have and 
enjoy the exclusive use of the whole of said building, subject 
to the provisions herein contained, and the rules and regula-
tions herein prescribed, during the continuance of the term 
hereby granted, or until a surrender thereof, as herein pro-
"idec1. 

FouT,thly.-That said building,l\Iuseum,Library,ancl Collections Exhibition 

therein, shall, on ,Vednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday days. 

of each week, and on all legal or public holidays, be kept 
'OPbIl and accessible to the public, free of charge, from \ 
~ine o'clock A. U. until half an hour before sunset; but on 
the remaining days of the week the same shall be only 
open for exhibition to such persons, upon such terms as the 
said party of the second part shall from time to time direct. 
But all professors, teachers or students of tho public schools of 
tl C' f N Y k l"t t' ~ 1 . . 'd Advantages to le lty 0 'ew or, or ot ler lnsh u lOns 01 earrnng In sal Professors, Stn. 

city, in which instruction is given free of charge, shall be ad. dents, etc, 

mitted to all the advantages afforded by the said part'yof tho 
second part, through its Museum, Library, appara.tus, and col-
}ections, or otherwise,for study, research and investigation, free 
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of any charge therefor, and to the same extent and on the 
same terms and conditions as any other persons are admitted 
to such advantages, as aforesaid. 

Collection to F?fthly.--That the Museum, Library and collections, and all 
rpmaintheprop. other property of the said party of the second part WhICh 
e.ty of the Mu· • . .. ' . 
seum. shall or may be placed III srud bmld111g, shall contInue 

to be and remain absolutely the property of said party of the 
second part, alld neither the said party of the first part nor the 
said the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty, shall by reason of 

The building said property being placed in said building, or continuing 
to remain the th . 1 . h t' tl t· t t tl . property of the ere111, laVe any ng t" 1 e, propel y or 111 eres lereln; nor 
city. shall the said party of the second part, by reason of its occupa-

tion and use of said building under this agreement, acquire, or 
be deemed to have any right, title, property 01' interest therein, 
except so far as expressly granted by this agreement. 

Annual report. Sixthly.-That the su,id party 0f the second part shaH, on, or 
before, the first day of May, in every year, during the continu
ance of this agreement, snbmit to the said party of the first paTt, 
its successor, or suceessol'S, a debiled p'rinted Teport of the 
operations and transactions of the said paTty of the second 
part, and all it,s receipts and payments, for the year ending 
with the 31st day of December next preceding. 

Right of visit- . Seventhly.-That said party of the first part, through its 
ation. officers, shall have, at all times, aecess to every paTt of said 

building for gimentl visitation and supervision, and also for the 
purpose of the pedormance of the duties devolved upon it by 
the laws of the State of New York, or of the City of New 
YOTk. That the police powers and supervision of said party 
of the first part shall extend in, through and about said build
ing. That the said party of the second part may appoint, 
direct, control and remove all persons employed within said 
building, alld in and about the C:1Te of sai(1 building, and the 
musenm, library and collections therein contained. 

Surrender of [!Jigld/tly.--T.bat.sai<l p.al'~.v of the se:ond 'par~ may,.a~ any tim.e, 
building by Mu· after the expIration of SIX months notICe m wntmg to saId 
seum. party of the first part, its successor or SUC(;8SS0rS, or to the 

Mayor of the City of New York, of its intention so to do, quit 
and smrender the said premises and remove all its propert.Y 
therefrom; and upon and after such notice, the said party of 
the second part, shall and will, at the expiration of the said 
six months, quietly and peaceably yield up and surrender 
unto the said party of the first part and its successors all and 

. singular the aforesaid demised premises. And it is expressly 
cn~!;~se for re- understood and agreed by and between the pnrties hereto 

tbat if the said party of the second part shall omit to do, per
form, fulfill or keep any or eitheT of the covenants, articles, 
clauses and agreements, matters and things herein contained, 

i 
\ 

f 
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which on its part are to be done, performed, fulfilled or kept, 
according. to the true intent and meaning of these presents, 
then and from thenceforth this grant and demise shall be 
utterly null and void. And in such case it shall and may be 
lawful for said Department to serve or cause to be served on 
the said party of the second part a notice in'writing declaring 
that the said grant hereinbefore made has become utterly null 
and void, and thereupon the said party of the first part, its 
successor or successors, may re-enter, and shall again have, re
possess and enjoy the premises aforementioned, the same as in 
their first and former estate, and in like manner as though 
these presents had never been made, without let or hindrance 
of the said party of the second part, anything herein contained 
to the contrary notwitlIstanding. 

Ninthly.-And it is further expressly understood, and agreed, Agreement 

by, and between, the parties hereto, that this agreelflent may be ~~~l~d ~~e m~~~: 
wholly cancelled and annulled, or, from time to time, altered, tied by cOlleont. 

or modified, as may be agreed, in writing, between the said par-
ties, or their successors, anything herein contained to the con-
trary in anywise notwithstanding. 

in witness whereqf the party of the first part hath caused this 
agreement to be executed by their President and Secretary, Testatum. 

pursuant to a resolution of the Board of Commissioners of ~aid 
Department adopted at n, meeting held on the 
day of A. D. 1877, and the said party of the 
second part hath caused the same to be executed by their Pres
ident, and their official seal affixed hereto, pursuant to a reso
lution of the Trustee.;; of the American Museum of Natural 
History adopted at a meeting held on the day 
of A. D. 1877. 

In presence of: 

President Department of Public 
Parks of the City of New York. 

Secretary Department of Public 
Parks of the City of New York. 

President American Museum of 
Natural History. 

(Minutes, February 28, 1877, p. 639.) 
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Oommissioner WENMAN movad that the consideration of said 

proposed agreement be laid over until the next meeting of the 

Board. 

Adopted. 

Lincoln A,enue and !;loth Street. Receiving Basin. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resol1:ed, That Mr. E. B. Van Winkle be, and hereby is, ap
pointed City Surveyor for the work of the construction of a 
receiving basin at Lineoll1- A "enne and One hundred und 
thirty-fifth Street, in the Twenty-third Warc1, the con
tract for which has been heretofore awarded to Mr. J. B. 
Devlin. 

(Minute", J'ioYember 21, 1877, r. 398.) 

The PnEsIDEN'r put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in tho affirma

ti\'e, a majority of all the members ofthe Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

F. Grieffenberg. 

The PRESIDENT statecl that :Mr. F. Grieffenberg, who had been 
employed as a clrallghtsman in the office of the Ci viI and To

pographical Engineer, had been absent for some months, and 

that it was desirat,le to re-employ him to assist in the prepara

tion of the maps for filing of the streets, &c., in the Twenty-, 

third and Twenty-fomth 1\' ards. 

Commissioner WENlIfAN then offered the following reso

lution : 

Resolved, That F. Grieffenberg be, and hereby is, employed 
in the Department etS a draughtsman until the 1st cla'y of Jan
uary, 1~7t;; that his pay be fixed at the rate of $1,500 per 
annum, and that he be detailed to the work of preparing the 
map" for filing of the district west of Jerome Avenue and 
south of the road leading from Mosholu to Williams Bridge in 
the 'l'wenty-fonrth Ward. . 

(Minutes, May 23 and July 11th, 1877, pp. 56 and HiS.) 

I 
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The PRESIDEKT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Refreshments in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. C. Ryan, the licensee for the 
sale of refreshments in Central Park, requested permission to 
discontinue serving regular meals at Mount St. Vincent and 
the Casino, during the winter months. 

Commissioner WEN MAN then offered the following reso
lution: 

Resolved, That the licensee for the st11e of refreshments in 
Central Park be, and hereby is, authorized to discontinue serv
ing regular meals at Mount St. Vincent and the Oasino, c1l1l'ing 
the winter months. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1877, p. 78.) 

Adopted. 

Room for Surveyors on Brook Avenue Sewer. 

The PRESIDENT submitted a bill of $80 which Mr. Thomas 
Rae had presented, for the use of certain rooms in his house, at 
the corner of One hundred and thirth-eighth Street and Third 

Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, by the Engineer of Con
struction and his party, while making surveys for Brook 
Avenue sewer, during ten months, commencing July 1, IS7G, 

and ending May 1, 1877. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said bill be referred to 
Commissioner W €Inman to examine and report upon. 

Adopted. 
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Museum of Natural History. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved. That the Lieutenant be directed to detail one 

police officer for duty at the Museum Natural History 
building. 

(Minutes, November 21, 1877, p. 396.) 

Adopted. 

Harlem Bridge, Morrisania <k Fordham R. R. Co. permitted to take earth from a 
Street. 

. The PRESIDENT stated that the street on the north side of Lot 
A, east of Delancy Place, Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth 
Ward, required to be lowered in grade, and that the Harlem 
Bridge, Morrisania & Fordham Railroad Compa~y, beiuci in 
need of filling, offered to take the earLh from the s~reet 

free of expense to the Department, and he moved that permis
sion be granted to said railroad company to take earth from 
said street upon the following conditions, viz. : 

1. That the street is at all times kept passable and in a COll

dition not clangorous to travel. 

2. That the work is done under the supervision of the Su
perintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Ward 1ll 

such manner, and to such extent as he shall direct. 
Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10:15 

o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 5th December, 1877, 
at 9 o'clock A .. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNI<~SDAY, DECEMBER iith, IS77. 

REGULAR MEETING--9 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 

" WENMAN. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 
OONOVER. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 28th ult. werE) 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Mnsenm of Art-Skylights. 

From Mr. O. Vaux, Architect" stating that it is desirable that 
the f'ub-skylights in the Museum of Art picture galleries should 

be carefully cleaned, and suggesting that the necessary order 
be given lor the work. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting thereon, and 

stating that the. work can be done by the Park Force at a cost 

not exceeding thirty (30) dollars. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks 

be directed to have said work executed by the Park Force, 
as recommended by the Architect. 

The PREsIDEN'r put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a. majority of a.ll the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

Museum of Art-Heating. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the boilers 

and" heating apparatus of the "Museum of Art Building are 
ready, and that it is necessary to employ an engineer and 
helper. 

Received and filed. 

Museum of Art-Progress of Work. 

From Mr. Theodore Weston, on behalf of the Trustees of the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, expressing their desire to have 
the work completed. Also, requesting t11at water connection 

be made to enable the steam-heating apparatns to be operated; 
and further, to be furnished with a statement showing the 

amount of the balance which will remain to the credit of the 
Special Museum Fund, after all the existing contracts art) fully 

paid and discharged. 
From the Superintending Architect, stating that the works 

ramaining to be completed under the present contracts are: the 
c3.rpenter's, plasterer's, painter's and heating contractor's works, 
all of which will be finished as soon as the tiling is completed, 

which has been delayed by the contractor therefor, and that 

the water connection had been made. 
(Minntee, K av. 21, 1877, p. 895.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had caused the information 

requested by Mr. Weston to be given him, and moved that 
said communication be received and filed. 

Adopted. 
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Museum of Natural History-Extra Work. 

From Mr. Theo. Roosevelt, on behalf of the Committee on 

Plans of the American Museum of Natural History, requesting 

that the followivg specified items. of extra work be ordered at 

prices not exceeding the sums set opposite eaeh item: 
1. Coverinp; with leather the iron shelves in lilJrary, as per sample at 

M Ilseum . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ...................................... :BaOO 
2. Filling out sides of library partitions ............... " ..... . . . . . . 43 
8. Frostin2; Rkylights in attic story ...... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ........... 25 
4. Arranging' ash-pit in front of boiler ....... " . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .... .... 250 
5. Eight window outside sashes for north cnd of building. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 40 
6. One pair circular head doors for cellar, north side .... , ...... _... . . . 15 
7. Bronze sash fastenings for windows 3d and 4th stories (like those on 1st 

and 2d stories). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ............................. 50 
8. Building coal-bin and slidc ................... " .. " . . . . . 80 
9. Closet for engineer ................. .............. " .......... '" 10 
10. Closing ventilators under all windows lhl'Dughollt the buildinp; ...... 100 
11. Strips to separate collection of fossils a8 per sample in the Museum... 100 

In his communication Mr. Hoosevelt withdraws" Item No.2 

-Furnishing brackets, standards and shelves for 3d, 4th and 

"2B" cas8s-$633," mentioned in a commuuication of the Com

mittee, dated October 23d, 1877, and requests the Depart

ment not to take any action thereon. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that none of the 

foregoing items requested by Mr. ,Roosevelt are either shown 

or mentioned on the drawings or specifications of existing con

tracts. 
(Minutes, Nov. 21, 1877, p. 395.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that such items of extra works, as re

quested, be approved, and that the Treasurer be authorized 

and directed to issue the necessary orders therefor. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affinnative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in .favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

~4. 

R. L. Cooke, late AFsistant Engineer. 

From General George S. Greene, Engineer formerly in charge 
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of the construction of the proposed iron bridge over the Harlem 

River at On8 hunclred and thirty-eighth Street, stating the facts 

with regard tu the employment, services and pay of Mr. R. L. 

Cooke, deceased, late Assistant Engineer in his office. 
(Minutes, October 3, 1877, p. 313.) 

Filed. 

Brook Ayenue Sewer-Suspension of Inspectors. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, stating that in 

consequence of the closing of work for the se'lson on the Brook 

Avenue Sewer, the services of Lewis K. Osborn, James Cham

berlain and Philanzo Edick, are no longer required, and re

commending their suspension. 
(:Minutes, June 13, 1877,1" 101.) 

The PRESIDENT, reported that on receiving the foregoing 

communication be had, on the 28th ult., suspended the above 

named inspectOls, and he moved that his action be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, vVetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Columbus Ryan-Skating Houses. 

From Mr. Oolumbus Ryan, licensee for the sale of refresh

ments on Central Park, proposilig to put up the skating houses 

in Central Park, provided that he be allowed to deduct the 

amount of the cost of erecting the same ont of the money 

accruing under his agree:nent. 
(Miuutes, May 31,1877, p. 78.) 

The PHESIDENT moved that permission be granted to Mr. Ryan, 

to erect under the direction of the Superint.cndent of Parks, the 

Skating Houses in the Central Park, for the coming season, the 

cost of such work to be paid by him and deducted from the 

moneys accruing to the Department under his agreement a& 
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heretofore provided; and in the erection of slIch bnildings he 

may be permitted to employ such carpenters and other 

members of the Park force, who are suspended, as he may de

sire, the same to be paid by hi:m. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it WflS determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

'rhos. S. Dick-Pavement of Walk at Boat House. 

The PRESIDENT presented a bill of Mr. Thos. S. Dick, 

amounting to the sum of $150 for laying pavement on the walk 

near the Boat House, as directed by the Board, on Augnst 1, 

1877, with the certificate of the Superintending Architect, that 

the work has been done in a satisfactory manner. He there

upon moved that said bill be approved and transmitted to the 

Finance Department for p~yment. 
(Minutes, Aug. 1, 1877, p. 195.) 

The PRESIDENT put thee question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, n,nd it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Jas. R. ~farvin-Assessmellt 3d Avenue Paving. 

From Mr James R. Marvin, attorney, etc., enclosing written 

demands from Messrs .. John Eichler and Michael Kuntz, re

quiring the Department to determine what portion of the ex

pense of paving Third Avenue from Westchester Avenue to the 

northerly boundary of the Twenty-third Ward, shall be borne 

by the city, and the property owners respectively, and stating 

that these demands are made £01' the purpose o£ laying the 



428 [ Wednesday, 

foundations for a mandamus in order to settle the legal ques

tions involved in the paving of the avenue. 
i \lir.ntes, January 3, 1877, p. 511.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that 'he had examined the legal ques

tions involved in tll' papers presentel by lVIr. Marvin, and he 

moved that the Board decline to comply with the demands of 
Messrs. Eichler and Kuntz. 

The PUESIDEN'l' put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, aWl it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board v0ting jn favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 
-4. 
Lighting' lamps with electrieity. 

From n:Ir. J. W. Bartlett, requesting permission to attach an 

electrical apparatus to the gasaliers on Fifth Avenue at 

Twenty-third and Twpnty-Fourth streets, to the lamps stand

ing on the west side of Madison Square, and to the lamps 
around 'Worth Monument. 

illlinutes, .Juue 0, l8i7, p. 88.) 

Oommissioner ,VENlIfAN moved that, Mr. Bartlett be granted 

permission as requested, provided the work be done without 

expense to the city, or injury to the property thereof. 
The PUESIDEN'l' pllt the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said, motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, ,Yenman, Wetmore, Oonover 

-4. 

Reser"oir Square-Telegraph Pole.'. 

From l\:I1'. D. H. Bates, General Sl1jJerintendent of the Atlantic 

& Pacific Telegraph Oomp,wy, requesting 'permission to 
transfer to the south side of Beservoir Square, five poles 

belonging to said company, which are now standing on the 
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south side of West Fortieth Street, betweeu Fifth and Sixth 

Avenues. 

Commissioller WEN1UN moved that the permission requested 

be granted. 
'rhe PrmsID:::\T put the question, whether tlie Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 
California Tret'. 

From Mr. A. M. Smith, offering to sell a section of a Cali
fornia tree. 

(Minutes, November 21, 1877, p. 400.) 

Referred to the American Museum of Natural History. 

Application for employment. 

From Han. Smith Ely, Jr., Mayor, etc., on behalf of Patrick 

Walsh for employment. 
Filed. 

Commissioner WERMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following report: 

Audit. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the foIIowing bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Crombie. Thos. J., lumber ............. MuseumNat. Hist. 

Colwell Leau Co., lead pipe ..... " ., .. Museum of Art ... 

Draper, Danl., petty expenses .••. '" ... Maint. and Govmt, 

P. and P ...... . 

Handibode, P., coal. ........... ' ...... Maint. 23d and 

24th Warus ... 

Kelso Bros., coal ............. " ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Kreischer, B. &Son, fire clay .......... ;\luseumNat. Hist. 

Irwin, Wm., pe1ty expenses .......... ':'>laint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••...• 

Maint. 23d and 

$71 95 

24th Wards.... 15 50 

$112 46 

227 48 

24 79 

45 00 

45 00 

2 25 

87 4" 
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Jones, Jas. J. anJ John J. McQuade, trap-

rock, &c .....•••.........•..•...... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Maclay, Isaac W., interest .......... ~ .. Snrveying, laying-

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards,1874, 

Martin, J. M. C. &; Sons, brushes ....... Museum Nat. Hist. 

~1aint. and Govrnt. 

[ Wednesday, 

$],535 46 

34 56 . 

$0 56 

P. and P....... 2 23 

Valentine, Ebenezer, coal. ............. Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Wright, Green, earth ................. Maint. 2~d and 

24th Wards ... 

Wheatly, R. R., oats, hay and straw .... ]\faint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Watson Mfg. Co., cases ................ Museum Nat. lEst. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .... " _ 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wards ....................... . 

Museum of Natural History. . .. ...... . .............. . 

Museum of Art ............... " ..................... . 

Surveying, Laying out, 23d and 24th Wards. 1874 ...... . 

$143 97 

1,926 21 

1,920 27 

227 48 

34 56 

7 79 

4 50 

270 00 

50 75 

1,800 00 

$4,252 49 

---- M,252 49 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-two hundred and fifty-two dol

lars and forty-nine cents. 

New York, December 5th, 1877. 

JAS. F. WE:i'MAN, I Auditing 
SAML. CO:i'OVER. f Committee. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now approve the 
above mentioned bills, and the Secretary be directed to trans~ 

mit them to the Finance Depal,'tment for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follow51 : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

" The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 

I 
1 
1 

ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Pnblic Parks in account with 

Jame.~ F. Wenman, T1·easurer. 

1877. CR. 

Nov. 21. By balance 

Nov. 21 to I " 
Dec. 5. f 

cash received from permits and sale of 
sheep .... , ............... . 

DR. 

$364 91 

534 45 

Nov. 21to l :!Ii Dec. 6. \ To cash paid into Uity Treasury .......... , . '899 36 

$899 36 

---- $89936 

(Signed) 

NEW ""lORK, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 1877, 

9;30 A. M. 

,JAB. F. \VENMAN, 

TreasuTer, D. P. P. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

Mr. R. L. Stuart, President, Mr. Theodore Roosevelt and 
others Trustees, of the American Museum of Natural History, 

were then received and heard in relation to the draft agree-, 
ment, submitted at the last meeting, for the occupation of the 

building known as the Museum of Natural History. 
Messrs. Stuart and Roosevelt. addressed the Board, and sug

gested certain changes in the agreement which were deemed 

advisable by the Trustees. 

The delegation then withdrew and the Board resumed. 
(Minules, Nov. 28, 1877, p. 416.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the. changes and amendments 
suggested 011 behalf of the Trustees, in the proposed agree-
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ment, be referred to the President, and that the proposed agree

ment be submitted to the Counsel to the Corporation for his 

approval. 

'The PnEsIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin,Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 10.20 

o'clock A. M., to meet on ",Veclnesday, the 12th day of Decem

ber, 1877, at 9.15 o'clock A. M. 

GEO. C. COFFIN, 

Asst. Sec'y D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19th, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-~U5 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner :MARTIN, President. 

" 
" 

WENMAN. 
WETlIWRE. 

CONOVER. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 5th instant were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were preHented and read: 

Removal of a tree. 

From the Clerk of the Commou Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor on the 5th instant, viz. : 

Resolved, That the Dcpartment of Public Parks be, and is hereby. authorized 
and directed to l'cmove the dead oak tree which is OIl the sidewalk of the premiees 
adjoining Pnblic School Xu. 63 (Bathgate Farm), corner of Third Avenue and 
One hundred and 3eventy.third Strept ; as it is an obstruction to the free uses of 
the sidewalk, and dangerouR to the "hildren in nttenclance at the public school, 
and others. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the Superintendent of 
the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, be directed to cut 

down and remove the tree mentioned in said resolution. 

Adopted. 

F. L. Olmsted 

. From the COMPTROLLER of the city stating that he had with

held for the present, the salary of Mr. F. L. Olmsted, Land-
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scape Architect, for the reasons that he has been informed Mr. 

Olmsted renders little or no service in that capacity; that his 

duties outside of the City of New York render his absence 

necessary and fngnent, that he had been absent from his duties 

for twenty-six dil}<- during the month of October, and that the 
parks are in thn! state of completion that the services of an 

architect can be dispensed with; and a;;king to be informed 

whether the employment of MI'. Olmsted is continuous, or 

whether, as is allegeJ, his absences from his duties are frequent 

and prolonged. 

The PnEsIDE~T reported the facts and presented a -reply 

which he had prepared to said communication. 

La~d over. 

Laborers, &c., in 231'd and 24th Wards. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the city stating that he had with

held the pay of H. R. Searing, H. Reilly, John Meehan and 

James Dowel, who appear.ott the pay-roll of laborers, &c., em

ployed Qn the maintenance of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, for the reason that he is informed these men are 

employed on construction work, and are not properly charge
able to maintenance, and asking to be informed of the circum

stances connected with their employment. 

Referred to tho President to reply. 

Agreement. for License Services, doc; 

From the COMPTROLLER of the city, requesting that he be 

furnished with copies of all contracts, leases or licences for 

boat service, donkey service, park and goat carriages, pony 

service, &c., &c., now in force. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that copies of said contracts,. 

&0., be furnished to the Finance Department, as requested, and 
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that a copy of the opinion of the Counsel to the Corporation, 
stating that the Department has authot:ity to make said 
contracts, &c., in the form now used, be transmitted to the 
Finance Department at the same time. 

(Minutes April 6, 1877, p. 772.) 

Adopted. 

.Jerome Avenue Railing. 

l!'rom the Health Department, calling the attention of this 
Department to the condition of the railing on the east side of 
Jerome Avenue, 700 feet south, and 800 feet north, of Ella 
Street Bridge in the rrwenty-third Ward. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards for his report. 

Lawrence Delaney. 

From the Police Surgeon and the Lieutenant, notifying ;the 
Department of the death of gate-keeper Lawrence Delaney, 
which took place on the 6th iust. 

Filed. 

Americ:tn Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Wm. A. Haines, Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee of the American Museum of Natural History, congratu
lating the Department on tl?e approaching completion of the 
Museum of Natural History building; stating that the Presi
dent of the United States has consented to a:~sist in the open
ing ceremonies on the 22d inst., and inviting the Department 
to a participation in the exercises. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the ::mbject be referred 
to the President with power. 

Adopted. 
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License to hire skates and chairs on icc in Central Park. 

From Mr. August Braun, applying for a renewal of the 
license heretofore granted to him for hiring skates and chairs 

on the ice during the skating season in Central Park. 
Commissioner CONOVER moved that .a license to hire skates 

and chairs on the ice in Central Park during the winter season 
of 1877 and 1878 be granted to Mr. August Braun, on the same 

terms and conditions as the license which was granted to him 
for the last season, and that the President be authorized to ex

ecute same for and on behalf of this Department. 
(Minutes, December 27th, 1876. p. 503.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

ftgree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

. Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wen man, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Audit of Bills. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered. the following resolution: 

Resolved, That hereafter all bills presented for payment be 
passed on separately by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Boarn voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners M&rtin, vVenman, Wetruore, Conover 

-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following two reports: 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report tha.t they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the SaPl6 
to the Board for approval: 
American District Telegraph Co., rent 

.and aervices, Ndv ............... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . $JlS 51 

(Central Gas Light Co., gas. Nov ........ Harlem R. B., 

., Reps.,Impt. and 

\ 

\ 

\ 
f 
I 
? 

M ...•........ 

'Croee, J. James R., petty expenses ...... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23dand 

24th Wards ... 

Decker, Thompson W., milk ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ....... 

Dick, TI:omas J., concrete paving ...... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Donvan, J. Y., labor and materials ..... Museum of Nat. 

History .. '" ., 

Ehrichs, J. L., meat and vegetables .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem Gas Lig'ht Co., gas, Octol::er .... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem GaR Light Co., meter gas ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Heller & Bardel, commissioner's badge. Maint. and Govm't 

P and P ...... 

Jones, Ohas .. and Thos. P. McQuade, 

labor and materials ................ Brook Av. Sewer. 

Kelso Bros., coal ..................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Museum of Art .. . 

Lawrence, B. fl., blacksmithing ....... Maint. 23d & 24th 

Wards ....... . 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, lamI's, d:e ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fuud ........ . 

Mttropolitan Gas Light Co., gae, Oct .... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..••.. 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, straw, etc ••.•. Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ....... . 

$38 25 

4 25 

60 00 

100 03 

'1 20 

l{lO 00 

432 00 

248 41S 

62 50 

354'1 

$2 50 

"1,53"9 03 

42 ISO 

4 SO 

1)0 00 

4 38 
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N. Y. & N. J. Globe Gas Light Co., gas, 

October .••..•....••............... lIhint. and GOVT" 

P. and P ...... 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas, October, ... ,Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ... , .. 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co" gas, Oct ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P. , . " .. 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co" meter gns .. Maint, and Govrn't 

p, and P ..... , 

Noyes & Wines, iron work. " ." .. ,. ,Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Rogers, H. A" nails ...... , . . .. ... . Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt, and 

M .......... .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 6 00 

Museum of Art.. . 2 75 

Museum of Nat. 

History ..... , . 5 50 

Scott, D., fish ......... , '" ...... , ... ,Maint. and Govrn't 
P. and P .. " .. . 

Vaux, C., commissions ......... , ...... lIIuscurn of Art .. . 

Van Tassel &; Kearney, hlankets ....... Maint. and Goyrn't 

P. and P ....... . 

Wright, Green, quarried rock. ......... J\Iaint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Young, Chas. C., bread ........ , ....... :lIaint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ..... . 

R ECAPITULAT [ON. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .... ,. .. $1,817 34 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint.. . . ... . . . 62 75 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

100 03 

61 70 
206 00 

$227 88 

SS1 50 

317 1)0 

27 71l 

71 00 

J'i 00 

11 70 

845 00 

48 00 

57 40 

53 60 

$11,147 35 
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Museum of Art .............. , .... '" ..........•...... 

Museum of Natural History ............ , ..... , ....... . 

$852 00 

508 5(1 

Brook Avenne Sewer. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . .. 7,539 03 

-----~m,147 35 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum <If eleven thollsand one hundred and 

foqy-seven dollars and thirty-five cents. 

(Sig;~ed) JAS. F. WENMAN, 

SAM'I,.OONOVER, 

1 Auditing 
I Comm,ittef. 

New York, December 12th, 1877. 

The Auditiug Commit~ee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Devlin, J. B., limestone .•••........... Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Noonan, Michael, labor and materials .... Drainage District, 

24th Ward, 

bounded by 

Fordham and 

Pelham A ve

n u e s , Kings

bridge Road, &c 

REOAPITULATION. 

$832 50 

1,172 72 

$2,005 22 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ , . . . ... . . . $832 50 

Drainage District 24th Ward, bounded by Fordham and 

Pelham Aves., &c ............................... . 1.172 72 

--- $2,005 22 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of two thousand and five dollars and 

twenty-two cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, December 12th, 1877. 

JAS. F. WENMAN, 

SAM'L. OONOVER, } 
Auditing 

Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do nowap-
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prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmIt 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the qnestion whethpl' the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was (~eterminec1 in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, ~V enman, Wetmore, Conover 

-t. 

Estimates for 1878. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the' Commissioners had ap

peared by invitation before the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment on the 8th inst., and urged the necessity of their 

fixing the appropriations for 1878, for this Department at the 

amounts asked for in the Departmental estimate". 

Museum of Art. 

Wm. M. Smith. 

(Minutes Sept. 1B, 1877, p. 283). 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Wm. :lVI. Smith be, and hereb.y is, appointed 
Steam Engineer for the Museum of Alt building, and that his 
pay be fixed at $2.50 per day. 

(Minutes, Oct. 17 and Dec. 5,1877,1'. M5 ane! 4~"1). 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the BO[trd would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor' 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, "\Vetmore, Conovel'-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

On motion of the PUESIDENT the Board alljol1l'lled at 11 

o1clock A. M. to meet on Saturday, the 15th inst., at 9.15 o'clock 

A. M. 

WlIL IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER HUh, 1877. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9.15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present Commissioner J'lIAHTIN, President. 

" WENMAN. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER. 

On motion of the President the reading of the minutes of 

previous meeting, 01 the 12th instant, was dispensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

American Mnseum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Wm. A. Haines, Chairman of the Executive Com

mittee of the American Museum of Natural History, requesting 

tha,t the Department would have the bridge at the south 

entrance to the l\:[useum of Natural History Building re

paired, a platform erected, and such other preparations as 

may appear necessary made, prior to the opening of the 
Museum. 

Also from the Superintenc1ent of Parks reporting what it is 
necessary to have done for the occasion. 

(1iinutes December 12, 1877 p. 435). 

Referred to the President with power. 
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Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT recommended and moved that the penalties 

for the non-completion of the work of constructing Riverside 

Avenue by the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the 

contract, be remitted up to the 1st December, 1877, and he 

stated that he desired to obtain the opinion of the Counsel to 

the Corporation 0<1 the questions of extra works 00nnected 

with the said contract before he made his report thereon. 
C\iinutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 305). 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that Ihey have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Decker Nicholas H & } . 
Geo. y{ QuintaI'd. labor and materials. Improyement llnd 

COllstrnctioll 

Rivet'side AY. $2,903 77 

$2,903 77 

Amounting to the sum of twenty. nine hundred and three dollars ,and seventy

seven cents. 

(Signed) 

New York, December 15th, 1877. 

JAS. F. WE)lMA)l, t Auditing 
SAMUEL COXOVER, f Committee, 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 

the President moved that the Board do now approve it, and 

that the Secretary be directed to transmit i.t to the Finance 

])epartment for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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\,( a majority of all the members of the Board voting III favor 

thereof, as follows: 

" \ 
) 

! 

\ 

Ayes--Commissioners Martin, vVenman, vVetmore, Conover 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 9. 30 

o'clock A. M. to meot on Wednesday, the 19th instant at 9.15 
o'clock A. M. 

VVM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19th, 1871'. 

REGULAR MEETING, 9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 

" WENMAN. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 

OONOVER. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 12th and 15th 

insts. were read and approved. 

Concrete Floor, Museum of Art. 

Galvanized Iron Casing, kc., Museum of Art. 

Lighting Lamps in the Park, &c. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M. the Oomptroller of 

the city entered, and the meeting being opened to the public, 

the President of the Department, in the rresence of the Oomp

troller, and of such of the parties making proposals as desil ed 

to be present, opened the estimate box, and publicly opened 

and I'ead all estimates or proposals whit:h had been received 

in pursuance of advertisements duly published in the Oity 
Record, for the following works,and snpplies, viz. : 
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1. Concrete floors for the basement of the Museum of Art building. 

(MinutEs, August 211, 1877, p. 246 ) 

2. Galvanized iron and zine casing for the arches and purlins of the central hall 
of the Museum of Art building. 

(Minutes, September 19, 1877, p. 296.) 

3. For rurnishing illuillirating material to and lighting, &c., all or any portion of the 
public lamps in th' :'Il blic parks and places, and on the bridges of the City of New 
Yark (~xcept the o"llamentallamps on the north side of L nion Square), under 
the control of til" f)"partmellt of Public Parks, from the first day of January, 
1878, until the ;,,,: I, day of "\'pril, 1878, both days inclusive. 

(~\linutes, November 21, 1877, p. 407.) 

'rhe following estimates or proposals were received: 

I. 

CONCRETE FLOORS FOR BASEME~T OF THE MUSEUM OF ART 

BUILDING. 

1. HughJ. Reilly" .............. " ...................... , ... . 
2, J aim J. Schillinger ............... , . . . . . .. . ............... . 
3. Charles Koster .. , . . . . .. ............. . ........... , ....•... 
4. James Reilly ............ , .. " ... , ' ....................... . 
5. Edward Lennon ..... , ..... " .......... '" .. ' " ..... , ...... . 
6. Andrew Coyne & Peter Foy .. ................ . .......... . 
7. Rooert ~IolltgomeI'Y ........ .. , ................................. . 
8, James Baird .......... , ................................... . 
9. Frederick ,\V. Lawrence ................................... . 

10. James O. FrieL ............ , ..... , . . . . . .. .. . ..... , ....... . 

II. 

$2,638 00 
1,517 00 
1,647 00 
4,295 00 
1,820 00 
2,474 00 
8,400 00 
1,600 00 
1,370 00 
1,977 00 

GALVA:SIZED Ino~ AND ZINC CAl:lI:\'G FOR AUCIlES, &0., OF THE 

l\[USE1.;llf OF ART BUILDING. 

$8,300 00 
4,285 00 

12,125 00 
8,500 00 

17,000 00 

( 
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III. 
FOR FURNISHING ILLUMINATING MATERIAL TO AND LIGHTING, &0., 

THE PUBLIC LAMPS. 

BIDDERS. 

IFor t1,e illnn~inating mate-I 
rial for each lamp. and 
for the lighting, cleaning! 
and regia zing the same,! 
and replacin~ the cocks, I 
tube,'!, stand pipes, bilrn-

I ers and other appliances 
which may be used for a 

Illuminating Material 
proposed to be 

supplied. like purpose, and cross
heads, lamp irons and lanJ 
terns thereto, and keep-i 
iug each lamp and lamp-! 
post in thorough repair, i 
as required. i--

---------1----------------.--
1 

1. The Harlem Gas-Light! I 
Company. . .. ....... $7 90 Gas. 

2. The New York Mntual 
Gas-Light Company ... 4 70 Gas. 

3. Metropolitan Gas-Light 
Company ............ 6 90 Gas. 

4. New York Gas-Light 
Company ... ......... 6 00 Gas. 

----- ----- ---" 

The portions of the city included. in these proposals are as 
follows, viz. : 

IS1'.-THE HARLEM GAs·LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City of New York bonnded as follows: 
Bya liue commencing at the intersection of the centre line of Seventy-ninth 

Street and the East River, running thence along the centre line of said Seventy
ninth Street anel the centre line of Transyerse l~oad No.2, to the Hudson 
RiV<'l'; thence alon!4' said Hudson HiveI' to SpllytClJ Dllyvil creek; thence along 
,aid Cleek to tile Harlem 1(iv,-,,'; then.;u along' ,,,id Hal'lem River and through 
the dt'aW8 ill the Central and Third Avenne Bridges to the East River; thence 
along the East IUvcr to the centre line of Seventy-ninth Street, the place of 
beg·inning. 

2ND. Tm; NEW YORK MUTUAL GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

Uniou Square, bounded by Fourth Avenue, Broadway, FOUl'teenth Street and 
Seventeenth street. 

Madison Square, bounded by Madison Avenue, Broadway, Twenty-third Street 
and Twenty-sixth Street. 
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Tompkins Square, bounded by Avenue A, Avenue B, Seventh Street and Teuth 
Street. 

Washington Square, bounded by Wooster Street, McDougal Street, Fourth 
Street and Waverly Place. 

Jackson Square, bounded by Horatio Street, Greenwich and Eighth Avenues . 
. Cooper Institute Square, bounded by Third and Fourth Avennes and Seventh 

Street. 
Worth Monument, bonnded by Fifth Avenue, Broadway and Twenty-fifth 

Street. 
·Washington Monument, at junction of Fourth Avenue and Foul'1pcnth Street. 
Gnaalier, at junctiOl' of Fifth Avenue and Twenty-third Street,. 
Gasalier, at junction of Fifth Avenue and Twcnty-fourth St,.,·,'I, 

3RD. 'fHE }lETROPOLITAN GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City of K ew York bounded as follows: 
On the south by the centre line of Thirty-fourth Street, on the north by th" 

centre line of Seventy-ninth Street and the centre line 01 Transverse Road No.2 
in the Central Park; on the 'East by the East Hiver, and on the IV cst by the 
Hudson Rivcr, . 

4TH. THE NEW YORK GAs-LIGH'!' COMPANY. 

The district lying south of Grllndi, Sullivan and Callal Stre,ets, lind between the 
East River and the North or Hudson River. 

The Comptroller of the City then retired, and the Board re

sumed the order of business, 

The following communicationI'; were then presented and 

read: 

Concord Avenue. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, acknowledging the re

ceipt of a proposed form of contract for tlle completion of the 

work of regulating anel grading Concord A venue III the 

Twenty-thil'd Ward, which was transmitted to him for his 

approval. 

Also acknowledging the receipt of various assignments of 

the original contract to Peter V. Clarke anel others. 

He then states as follows: 

" There is no doubt that these various assignments, agree
"ments and consent vest in 1\11'. Peter V. (Harke the con
" tract for the improvement of Concord Avenue, made by the 
" old trustees of the Town of Morrisania with James Finnegan, 
" with all the rights possessed by said Finnegan under that 
" contract. 
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" I think the propel' course to be taken would be for the 
" Park Department to adopt and enter upon the records of the 
c, Department a resolution reciting briefly the action heretofore 
" had by the Department, and rescinding the resolution adopted 
" in 1875, requiring Finnegan to discontinue all work under the 
"said contract, and also authorizing the assignee, Peter V. 
" Clarke, to proceed with and complete all work covered by the 
" said contract, which has not heretofore been done." 

(Minutes, July 18,1877, p. 168.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preambles and 

resolution: 

Whereas, on the 21st July, 1875, the Department adopted 
certain preambles and resolutions, declaring the work of regu
lating and grading Concord Avenue abandoned by the con
tractor, James Finnegan, and directing said contractor and his 
assignees to discontinue said work; 

And wlierec18, on the 18th July, 1877, the Dep:utment 
adopted a certain other preamble and resolution directing said 
work to be re-let; 

And v;hereCts, since the adoption of said last mentioned pre
amble and resolution lVIr. Peter V. Olarke has obtained assign
ments of said contract, and proposes to proceed with and com-
plete said work; . 

And wite1'eCl8, the Counsel to the Oorporation has ad vised 
this Department that it can lawfully allow said Peter V. Clarke 
to proceed with said work, and has recommended that such 
course be adopted ;-

There/m'e Resolved, That said preamblf's and resolutions 
above mentioned, and adopted on the 21st July, 1875, and 18th 
July, 1877 be, and hereby are, rescinded, and that said Peter V. 
Clarke be allowed and directed, as the assignee of said contract, 
to proceed with and complete said work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whother the Board would 

agree to said preambles andresolutions, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayc8-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Bird Houses. 

From the Landscape Architect reporting upou the descrip~ 
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tion of bird house he recommends to be placed in the trees on 

the Parks. 
(Minutes. Novemb~r 21, 1877, p. 408.) 

Filed. 

Thomas F. Goodwin. 

From the Superintent of ParkA forwarding the application 

of Mr. 'l'homas F. Goodwin for the position of stone cutter, 

recommending him for the position, and stating that the De

partment requires the services of a stone cutter at present. 

Commissioner WE~MAN moved that said Thomas F. Goodwin 

be appointed a stone cutter from and after January 1st, 1878. 
(Minutes, Oct. :3, 1877, p. 325.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affil'mati ve, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, ,Yeuman, Wetmore, Oonover 

-4. 

Museum of Art. 

John Maher. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that it is neces

sary to appoint a second steam engineer for the Museum of 

Art building, as one man cannot do all the work required. 
(J)linutes, Vee. 12. 1877, p. 440.) 

Commissioner OONOVER then offered the following resolu

tion : 

Resolved, That John Maher be, and hereby is, appointed 
steam engineer for the Mnseum of Art building, and that his 
pay be fixed at $2.50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 

-4. 
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Jerome Avenue. Railing. 

From the Superintendent of the 23d and 24th Wards, re

porting upon the condition of the railing on the east side of 
Jerome Avenue near Ella Street bridge. 

(Minutes, Dec. 12. 1877, p. 435.) 

, Referred to the President. 

Trees on Fordham Avenue. 

From the Superintendent of Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards, stating that lVIr. Alexander Bathgate has applied to 

him for permission to cut down and remove twenty-four trees, 
on the east side of Fordham Avenue, which stand on the 

line of the avenue as proposed to be widened; and also two 

trees on the west side of said avenue, one or which is dead, 

and the other leans over the r.oadway. 
The PRESIDENT moved that permission be given to Mr. Bath

gate, to remove the two trees on the west side of said avenue, 
and that action as regards the other trees be laid over. 

Adopted. 

El:is Place. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, statinr, that ~fr. M. C. Turner, whcn regulating 
Mott Avenue, as heretofore permitted by the Department re
moved a quantity of earth from ElliH Place, and the streets 

leading to 'Cedar Street bridge. That Mr. Turner claimed that 
these streets are not public streets, the title to them being still 

) in the owners of the adjoining property. 'l'hat .Mr. Turner 

\, has not repaired said streets so as to make them as passable 
as when he removed the earth from them. 

(Minutes, Aug. 8, 1877, p. 212.) 

Referred to the President to report. 

Petrified Ham. 

From Mr. Jonas P. Levy, offering to present to the Depart-
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ment a "petrified ham" found near Wilmingto:u, North Caro

lina, and supposed to have been part of the provisions of the 

North Carolina troops in 1775. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said donaticn be accepted, and 

the thanks of t.he Department tendered to Mr. Levy therefor. 

Adopted. 

High Bridge Park Hotel. 

From Mr. Charles Schedler, lessee of the High Bridge 

Park Hotel, requestillg permission to transfer the lease of said 

Hotel to :Mr. Herman Schall, and for said Schall to transfer 

same to Mrs. Bertha O. L. Schedler. 
()Iinutcs, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 37~.) 

The PRESIDEN'l' moved that the consent of the Department 

be given for the transfer of saia lease to Mr. Herman Schall, 
and by him to Mrs. Bel:tha C. L. Schedler. 

Adopted. 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. L. A. Rockwell, Chairman of tbe Local Iinprove

ment Committee of the "Oentral Association of the 24th 

Ward," forwarding a petition sigued by about ninety owners 

of property, against the proposed changes in Railroad and 

Myrtle Avenues III the 'fwenty-fonrth Ward, and the 

proposed new avenues between Railroad and 'Washington 

Avenues and between Myrtle and Webster Avenues. 

(Minutes, Nov. 28, 1877, p. 413.) 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner \VENJlIAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they hl;l.Ve 
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examined and audited thfl following bills, and submit the sani~ 
to the Board for approval: 

Gardner &; Co., settees ...........••... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Handibode, P., coal. ............ , ..... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Murphy &; Nesbit, brick, plastm· and 

sand .•.......................... Museum of Art .. 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .... 

Slattery, John, cutting letters .... , " ... Surveying, laying 

ont, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

'Wetmore &; Co., iron .... ,. .. . ........ JIaint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Woolman, G. S., drawing materials ..... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th WardB. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Govcrnllwnt of Farks and Places ....... . 

Surveying, laying ont, etc., 2:'.d ";Hi :i·ttl! I\' :lJ'(is .•••..•.• 

City Parks Improvemelll Fund ........................ . 

Museum of Natural History .......................... . 

Museum of Art ........... " . . . . . . . . . .. . ........... . 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th 1'-artie ........ " ••...... 

$17 90 

119 60 

~iSO \)3 

91 76 

119 60 

918 02 

17 90 

8 50 

$948 02 

8 50 

77 60 

137 50 

24 50 

3 33 

67 26 

$1.266 71 

--- $1,266 71 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twelve hundred and sixty-six 

dollars and seventy-one cents. 
JAS. F. WEXMAN, } Auditing 
SAML. CONon.R, Oommittee] 

NEW YORK, December 19th, 1877. 
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The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Fini)1:('p Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agL"ee to said llwei U, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

Treasuret>s Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Depart}/lent of Public Pa/·ks. 

In Account w'ith James F. }Venman, Treasurer. 

1877. 

Dec. 5 to t B C' 1 '.1 j' d .1' 19th. \ y as 1 reCClyeu !"01Il poun ,grass anu pel"llllts. 

DR. 

Dec. 5 tv i T C" I . 1 • t C't T 19th. \ 0 as '. plllu in -0 1.j' reasury ...... . 

Dec. 19th.- " balance ill ham!. ...................... . 

88 00 

10 00 

$18 00 

$18 00 

\~igned) J AS. F. W ENMAN, 

Treasurer, D. P. P. 

NEW YORK, December 10, 1877, 

9.30 A.1I. 

.Mll~eum of Xatural History. 

The TREASUDEll reported verbally that the lowest proposal 
he was able to obtain for the construction of 2 "A," cases for 

the 1Iuseurn of Natnral History, which were authorized by the 

Board on the 2bt November, ulto., at a price not excoeding 
$1,400, was $1,550. 

(Minutes, Nov. 21st, 1877, p. 395.) 
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Commissioner WETMORE moved that the Treasurer be au

thorized to order said cases at a price not exceeding $1,550. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority or all the members of the Board voting in 

ftwor thereof, ;;~\ follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4 . 

Police. 

THE PRESIDEN'l' presented the following report: 

DEPARTMEN'l' OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
36 Union Square (East). 

NEW YOHK, 24th July, 1876. 
'lhe PRESIDEN'l" to whom the subject of the Police was re

ferred by resolution of 21st June, 1876, in accordance there
with, respectfully reports: 

He addressed a letter to the Faculty of the Medical Depart
ment of the UniYel'sityof the City of New York, requesting 
them to designate one of their number to make the examination 
of the Police called for by the resolution; that they replied· 
designating Dr. John T. Darby. That Dr. Darby made the 
examination in connection with Dr. Barber, the Police Sur
geon. 

That their report is submitted berewith. 
That it divides the force, including the sergeants, into three 

classes: 
1. The men fully capable ................... " 19 
2. The men not fully capable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 23 
3. 'l'he men incapable ... '................... 32 

The PllESIDENT submits the following recommendation: 
First.-That the third class of men be dismissed. 
Seconcliy.-That applications be l'ect~ived lor admission to 

the poliee force. That an examination be had of all applicants, 
similar to the one held by Dr. Darby and Dr. Barber, testing 
the physical ability, moral charactet',. and intelligence of the 
men. 

,(,lti,'dly.-That the Examiners be required, out of all the 
applicants, to establish a high standard of excellence, and to 
include not more than fifty men in the first class. 

Fmo·thly.-That out of this class, appointments be made to 
fill up the vacancies in the force. 
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F?fthly.-That for the men discharged, who are of good re
cord and character, preference be given for places in the 
buildings in the Park, and for such other duties in the Depart
ment as they may be capable of performing. 

Sixthly.-That the police force consist of a lieutenant and 
foul' sergeants, and a force of men, to be c1ivilled into park
keepers and gate-keeper;;, and that the watchmen and night 
watchmen, as may be required, be made it part of the police 
force. 

The force will then consist of fifty. one men, fnlly ca
pable, and twenty-three of the seconc1 class. Out of the whole 
force the four best men should be chosen for the sergeants. 

By these measures the efficiency of the force will be in
creased through the greater physical vigor, activity and intelli
gence, and their capacity in the aggregate to do a greater 
amonnt of work. 

This producel't greater economy, for the Parks can then be 
policed with fewer men, and cC)llseqnently at Jess expense .. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WM. R. MARTIN. 

(Minutes, July 28th, 1876, p. 210, and Noy. 21st, 1877, p. 410.) 

Filed. 

Police. 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That four gate-keepers be appointed to fill vacan-
cies in the police force. ' 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was deiennined in the nega

tive, a majority of all the mem bel'S of the Board not vot

ing in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, ",Vetmore-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Martin, Conover-2. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:15 

0' clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 26th instant, at 
9:15 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretar-y D. P. P. 
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WEDNESD,\y, DECEMBER 96th, IS?? 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. K. 

Present-Oommissioner MARTIN, President. 

" .. 
" 

WESMAN. 
WETMORE . 
OONOVER. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 19th insta.nt 

were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Denman Place .. 

From the Oounsel to the Oorporation, enclosing the resigna
tion of Mr. Leo C. Dessar, as a Commissioner to assess the 
expen~e8 of regulating and gmding Denman Place, and sug
gesting the name of Mr. Edward S. Bull, as a Commissioner in 
his place. 

(Minutes, October 24, 1877, p. 362.) 

Filed. 
The PRESIDENT then moved that Mr. Edward S. Bull be ap' 

pointed a Commissioner to assess the expenses of regulating 
and grading Denman Place from Concord Avenue to Union 
Avenue, in the place of Mr. Leo. C. Dessar, resigned, and that 
the Commissioners sign the following appointment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
a.gree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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It majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

The following appointment was then signed by all tho Com
missioners, 'Viz: 

ApPOINTMENT. 

Whereas, The late Board of Trustees of the town of Morrisnnia duly authorized 
and executed a contract for the WOIk hereafter mentioned, Lut did not appoint 
CODlmissioncrs to apportion and assess th", expenses there"f, a, directed by Sec· 
tiODS 47 and 48, Chapter 277, Laws of 1864. 

And u'he1"eas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public PHks of the City 
of New York, and the Counsel to the Corporation of said city cid, on the 24th 
day.of October, 18,7, duly appoint, in pursuance of the pro\'isicns uf S('ctjoTl 9, 
Chapter 329, Laws of 1874, Leo C. Dessar, together wilh others, as sllch Com· 
missiOlH:rs. 

And whereas, The said Leo C. Dessar has declined to accept said appointment' 
and to act as such Commissioner, 

Therefore, we, the undersigned, the Commissioners of the I;epnrtment of Puhlic 
Parks of the Cit.y of New York, and (he Coun,;el to the COTjwration of said eity, 
do hereby, in pursuance of the authority in us vested by said ::icctiun 9, Chapter 
329, Laws of IS74, appoiut 

EDWARD S. BULL, 

of New York City, an owner of a freehold estate, liable to taxation (herein, ane1 
who is not interested in or affected by said work or impl'o\"emcTlt, It COllllJlissioner, 
in the place and stead of the said Leo C. Dessnr, to assess the expcn"es of the 
foll()wing mentioned work or improvempnt, namely, 

Regulating and grading Denman Place from Cuncord Avenue to Union Avenue. 
Dated this 26th of December, 1877. 

F. L. Olmsted. 

(Signed) WM. R. MARTI:<, 

JAMES F. "lVE:<M.\:;, 

'VM. C. WETMOU;, 

SAMl:EL COXOVER, 

Commissioners of the Department of P"blie Parks 
of the Oily of New York. 

(Signed) WM. C. 'YHITXE¥, 

Oounsel to the CorpoI'at on of the Oity of New York. 

From Mr. F. L. Olmsted, Landscape Architect, requesting 
leave of absence for three months on account of the state of 
his health. 

Also from Dr. J. L. Campbell, st.ating that Mr. Olmsted's 
health is inauch a condItion that it is absolu ~ely necessary for 
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him to have entire cessation from work for two· or th);ee 

months. 
(:\Iinutes, December 12, 1877, p, 4'l3), 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that Mr. F. L. Olmsted, 

Landscape Architect, be granted leave of absence, wiLhout pay, 

for a period of three months from January 1st, 1878. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

ngl:ee to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fitV9r 

thereof, as follows: 

A!les-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

. . Map of Sewerage District in 23d Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting five 

similar maps of a sewerage district in the Twenty-third Ward, 

east of Rider Avenl1e. 
C,iinutes, .Tu·!y 2", 1877, p. 18l.) 

The PnESIDEK'I then offered the following resolution: ." 

.... Resolved, That the map or plan for the sewerage district in 
the Twenty-third Ward lying east of Rider Avenue, south oJ 
1<l4th Street and west of Brook Avenue, entitled" Plan of 
Draillage for Sewerage District No. 32. In tbe Twentj'-third 
Ward of tlw City of New York," dated" New York,24th De
c€.mber, 1877," and signeil ".J .. T. R. Croes, Oivll and Topo
graphical Engineer, Department of Puhlic Pilrkr~" be, H1)d 

hereby is, approved; that it be filed, and that similar mapso!' 
plans be med in the following offices, viz: The office of the 

,Oommon Council, the o{tiee of the ComptroJler of thH Cit,v, 
the-Health Department, and the Department of Puhlic Works. 

The PRESIDE:,\l' rut the question whether the Board would 

agree to said re,"olution, and it was dete~m~necl in the affirma

. tinl, a maj(Jl'ity of all the members of the Board vot'n;J; in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye8--Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 

'-4. 
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Restored Laborers, &e. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, giving 1.\ list of laborel's,&c., 
who have been reinstated, after tin absence of three days, with

out the authority of the Board. 
Laid over until the next meeting. 

J. II. Van Riper. 

From the Police Department, stating that James H. Van 

Riper, Mechanical Engineer, has been granted a certificate of 

qualification to take oharge of a steam boiler and engine. 

Filed. 

Applications. 

The following applications for positions in the Department 
were received and ordered to be filed: 

From Mr. Luther Shafer and others on behalf of Juhn B. Decker for a position 
on the Police Force. 
. From M". J. M. Peters on behalf of Mrs. Loeffel, for the position of ladies' maid 
in one of the Cottages on the Parks. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the sama 
to the Board for approval: 

Bien, Julius, maps ...........•.•••.••• Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 2-!th Wards. $65 00 

Dudgeon, Richard, !'cpail's to jack ...... )1aint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 7 710 

Hazard l)owder Company, powder ..... )Iaint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, $18 \)0 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund _. 78 76 

97 (lei 
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Kelso Bros., coal ....••••.•••••••••••• City Parks Impt. 

F.:nd ......... . $18 00 

Main'. nnd Govn:t. 

P.ar.dP ..... . 182 75 
Museum of Art .. . 212 50 

Surveying, laying 

ont, etc" ::Sd 

and 24th Wards. 8 150 

Pratt, Chas. &; Co., oil. ................ Maint. and Govmt. 

P, anel P ...... $9 00 

Harlem R. B. Reps., 

Imp. and Maini. 2 00 

Muse~;m Natural 

HUory....... 88 

Pierce, :F. O. &; Co., oil. .........•..•. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Ridabock, F. A., graveL .............. Maint. and Govt. 

P. J.P ....... . 

Riley, James, carting ... '" •••••..••. , Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Smith, Elward, labor and materiaL ..... Museum Katural 

History ....... . 

Valentine &; Briggs, rent of rooms ...... Maint., (4c., 23d 

Iud 24th Warde. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government. of Parks and Place3 ••.•... $1,178 68 

Maintenanc'!, etc .. 23d and 24th Wards .............. , .. . 

Snrveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, etc .... .. 

City Parks Improvement Fnnd ....................... . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repair", Impt. and Maint ........ . 

~Iuseum of Art. .......... ' .......................... . 

Museum Natural History ............................. . 

544 72 

73 50 

106 35 

2 00 

212 50 

259 38 

421 'if> 

11 88 

\I 60 

986 93 

38 32 

258 110 

480 00 

$2,371 13 

$2,377 13 

Amounting in the agg-rcgate to the sum of twenty-three hundred and seventy. 

seven dollars and thirteen cents. 
(Sgd.) JAS. F. WEXMAl<, L Auditing 

SAML. CONon;R, f Committee. 

New York, December 26th, 18'1'7. 

• 
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The above mentioned bills baving 'been read and passed on 

separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do no:" ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
th~m to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmath'e, 
.11 majority oia11 the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Marti~, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

1,'he TRli:_ASlIJJER reported verbally that the lowest bid he was 
able to obtain for the work of closing the ventilators under the 
windows in the Museum of N atuml History building is $146, 
uut that the Board, on the 5th' inst., . had limited the cost to 

$100. 
(Minntes, Dec. 5, 1877, p. 425). 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the Treasurer he au· 
:thorized to issue orders for sain work at a price not exceeding 

$14.6. 
The PRESIDENT' put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the .affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 
-4. 

Rooms for Surveyors on Brook A venue Sewer. 

Commissioner WENMA.~, to whom was referred the bill of Mr. 
Thomas Rae for the use of s.tQrerooms in bis house situate 
at the corner of One hundred and thirty-eighth Street and 
Third A venue, in the Twenty-third Ward, by the Engineer of 

Construotion and his party, while making surveys for Brop~ 
Avenue Sewer, during the ten months commencing July 1, 
1876, and ending May 1, 1877, vel'bally reportedtbt .a~id 
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rooms were necessa.ry; that the amount of the bill (~80) Wti.~ 

reasonable and fair, and he recommended that it be paid. 
(Minutes, Nov. 28,1877, p. 421.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said report be accepted 
and adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

·--4. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that the American Museum 
of Natural History had been opened to the public in the new 
Museum of Natural History building on the 22d inst, by the 
President of the United States, and that the following is the 
programme of the exercises on the occas:on, viz. : 

ORDER OF EXERCISES. 

MUSIC. 

1. PRAyER .............. . • •. By REV. WM. ADAMS, D. D. 

MUSIC. 

2. ADDRESS .......................... By ROBERT L. STUART, 

President of the Museum. 

3. ADDRESS ........................... By WM. R. MARTIN, 

President oj tlte Department of Pttblic Parks. 

4. ADDRESS •• . ..................... , .By Dr. C. W. ELIOT, 

President oj Harvard College. 

MUSIC. 

6. ADDRESS ........................... By Professor O. C. MARSH, 

President oj the American A.,",ociation for th. 
Advancement of Science. 

II. OPENING 01' THE BUlLDIXG •••• By the PltESIl>ElIT OF THE UNITED STATD. 

(Minutes, Dec. 15,.18'1'1, p. 44.1.) 
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Museum of Art-Ooncrete Floors. 

CJmmissioner WE;s'MAN offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.9) of ]11'. Frederick W. 
Lawrence, for the concrete floors for the basemeut of the Mu
seum of Art building, be accepted as the lowest bid; that the 
contract be, and hAl'eby is, awarded to Mr. Frederick 'V. Law
rence therefor, and that the President be, and hereby is, au
thorized to execute same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(11inutes, Dec. 19, 1877.p. 446.) 

The PRESIDE;s'T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in fa

vor thereof, a'S follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, 'Venman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Museum of Art-Galvanized Inn, &c., Casin):i, &e. 

Commissioner WETlIIORE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Th~tt the proposal (No.2) of Messrs. Fischer & 
Brother. for the galvanized iron and zinc casing for the arched 
and purlins of the central hall of the Museum of Art builcl" ng 
be accertec1 as the lowest bid; that tln ccmtract therefore 
be, and ilereby is, awarded to said Messrs. Fi'Scher & Bl'Other, 
and that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execute 
same for and on behalf of this Department. 

plinutes, Dec. 19, 1877. p. 446.) 

·,rhe PRESIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, vYenmall, vYetmol'e, Conover 
-4. 

Lighting the Lamps in the Parks, &c. 

The PRESIDEXT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, 'l'bat the proposals (Nos. ], 2, 3 and 4) of the Har

lem Gas-Light Company, the New York Mutual Gas-Lig;ht 
Oompany ,tl1e Metropolitan Gas-Light Company and the New 
York Gas-Light Company, to light the public lamps in the 
parks, squares, places and bridges under the control of this 

( 

( , 
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Department, with gas, from January 1st to April 30th, 1878, 
both days inclusive, be accepted as the lowest bids for the :sev
eral portions of the city mentioned in their proposals; that the 
contracts for said portions of the city be, and hereby are, 
awarded to said companies therefor, and that the Presidellt. be, 
and hereby is, authorized to execute said contracts for and on 
behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, Dec. 19, 1877, p. 417.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

On motion of Con::missioner WENMAN, the Board adjourned 
at 10.15 A. M. to meet on Monday, the 31st inst., at 9:15 o'clock 

A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 31st, IS7't. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOOK A. lIf. 

Present-Commissioner MAR1'Il'i", President. 

" VVENMAN. 

" CONOVER. 

On motion of the PUESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meeting of the 26th inst. was dispensed with. 

'rhe following communications were presented and read: 

Museum 'of Art. 

From ~Ir. F. W. Smith, contractor for laying the tiling in 

Museum of Art building, asking for a payment on account. 

Also from the Superintending Al"chitect recommending that 

no payment .on account be made at present, as some of tIle 

work has not been done in accordance with the drawings. 

Filed. 

Museum of Art. 

From the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company, con

tractors for the heating and ventilating work of the Museum of 

Art building, asking for a payment of $1,200 on account. 

Also from the Superintending Architect, recommending that 

the Angell & Blake Manufacturing Company be paid $800 on 

account. 

The PUESIDENT then moved that the SupGrintending Archi

tect be authorized to prepare and submit an estimate on 
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account of the contract of the Angell & Blake Manufacturing 

Company for the heating and ventilating of the Museum of 

Art building, and not exceeding $800. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in :favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Conover-3. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENMAN, Chairman of the Auditing Commit
tee, presented the following repod : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Boal'll for approval: 
Angell &; Blake Manufacturing Co., labor 

and materiaL ...................... Museum of Art 

Boote, Edward, extra tiling ............ Mus. Natl. History 

Boote, Edward, tiling. " .... " ... , .... Mus. Natl. History 

Dripps, M., atlas ..... " .. " ........... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 2~d and 

24th Wards .... 

Douglass, B. &; Son, trees ............. City Parks Impt. 

Fuud ........ . 

Dudgeon, Richard, chain pinion ........ Maint., etc., 23d 

and 24th Wardg. 

Gardner &;-Co., chairs ................. Mus. NatI. History 

Gold and Stoek Telegraph Co., rent of 

line and shades .................... Maint. and Govm't 

p. &; P ....... . 

Harmer, Hays &; Co., ticking .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

p. &;P" ...... . 

Horton, James, labor and material. ..... Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt. and M .. 

Kelso Bros., coal. .................... Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

Impt., and M .. 

Maint. and Govmt. 

$42 50 

P. and P...... 4 50 

$255 00 

725 00 

5,796 00 

30 00 

19 20 

11M 

362 00 

ISS 50 

2 20 

70 00 

4'1 00 

I 

i 
( 
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Martin, R. C., repairs to culvert ..... , •.. Maint., etc .. 2M & 

24th Wards ..•. 

Mahoney, John, plastering. . . . .. . . . .. .Mus. Nat. History. 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing rna· 

terials ............................ Museum of Art ..• 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... .. 

Martin, Jno. C. & Sons, brushes ........ 1\1us. NatL History 

Moffat, David & Co., leather .... , ...... liIaint. and Govm't 

P. &P .....•.. 

Rae, Thomas, rent ...............•.... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards, 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards, 1876 

Ridabock, F. A., gravel. ........ , " .. :!\faint. and Govmt 

P. & P ....... . 

Rogers, H. A., hardware and nails ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mus. Natl. History 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food ............... l\Iaint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Shaw & Venn, paintiug .............. Mus. Natl. History 

Van Riper, Cha8., wast.e oil, etc ......... ]\faint., &c., 23d 

and 24th Wards. 

Van Riper, Chas., spikes ............•. Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and PhlCCS •.•••••• 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt .. and Muint ........ . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ....... . 

$1 00 

4 00 

3~ 00 

48 00 

----

$6 00 

8200 

$1,198 19 

112 50 

70 85 

62 00 

$44 25 

9 00 

5 00 

5 84 

711 

80 00 

977 88 

88 00 

8 00 

24 00 

9 10 

6 00 

$8,770 58 
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Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 1876 .... 

City Parks Improvement Fund ................. . 

Museum of Art ................. _ . _ •................. 

Museum of Natural History ........ , ...... _ ........... . 

[JJIonday, 

$48 00 

19 20 

20'6 00 

7,00:) 84 
$8.770 58 

Amount.ing in the aggregate to the su~ of eighty-seven hundred and seventy 

dollars and fifty.eight cents. 

(Signed) JAB. F. WEXMAX, ( Auditing 
SA}['L. COXOVER, \ Comm·ittee. 

NEW YORK, December 31st, 1877. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to tranl;'mit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Conover-3. 

Appropriations for 1878. 

Notices to Employes. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the Board of Estimate and Ap

portionment had made very large deductions from the depart

mental estimates for 1878, and recommended that the Board 

take action, as S0011 as possible, to reduce the expenses of the 

Departmen t. 
(Minutes, Dec. 12, 1877, p. 440.) 

Commissioner WENl\fAN then offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That the President notify, in writing, all employes 

on the salary list and also instruct the Superintendent of Parks 
to notify all foremen and mechanics, that any action in relation 
to the reduction of salaries or removal of employes on account 
of the limited appropriations granted for 1878, which the Board 
may take shall take effect from the 1st January, 1878. 

Adopted. 

,r( 

"/ 
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Gates on Third A venue Bridge. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the contractor for the construction 
and placing in position of the gates on Third Avenue Bridge 

did not complete the work within the time stipulated, and that 
in consequence the Board had tho power to deduct from his 
contract price $5 per day for each day he was so behind time. 

That he had ascertained that the delay was in some respects 

excusable, and that the Department had not suffered by the 

delay; and he moyed that the penalties for such non-comple

tion of the work within the time stipulated be remitted. 

(Miuutes, Nov. 21, 1877. p. 408.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner3 Martin, Wenman, Oonover-3. 

Gravel for the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authoriz8d to purchase 
screened gravel for the parks, as follows, viz. : two boat loads 
for the first division, and one boat load for the second division 
of Central Park, each boat load not to exceed 250 cubic yards. 

The PREsIDEN'r put the question, whether the Board would 
agrae to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Conover-3. 

Broken Stone for the 23d and 24th Wards. 

The PRESIDENT offered the foliowiug resolution: 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to purghase 
one hundred and twenty dollars worth of broken stone £01' the 
roads, &c' l in the Twenty-third ~nd Twenty-foQrth W~rds, 
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The PRESIDEN'£ put the question whether th~ Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Conover-3. 

On motion of Commissioner Wen man, the Board adjourned 
at 9:45 o'clock A. M'., to meet on Wednesday, the 2d January, 
1878, at 9:15 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

I 
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WEDNESDAY, JANU il.R": 2d, lS'-S. 

REGULAR MEETING--9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 
~, WENMAN. 

" CONOvER. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 26th December, 
1877, were read and approved. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the i~'revious meeting of the 31st December, 1877, was dis
pensed with. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Roadway at Plaza, 5th Avenue and 59th Street. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, with a copy of the 

following resolution, which was approved by his Honor the 
Mayor on the 26th ultimo, viz. : 

R~801ljed, That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be, and 
they are hereby, requested to cause the road way west and north of tJw Cirel e or 
Plaza, west of Fifth Avenue, and between Fifty-eighth and Fifty-ninth Streets, to 
be repaired and pnt in good order, fit for public travel. 

Filed. 

Crosswalk on Third Avenne, 

F'rom the Clerk of the Common Council, with a copy of the 

following resolution, which was appToved by his Honor, the 
Mayor, on the 26th ult., viz: 

Resolved, That a crosswalk be laid across Third avenue, near One hnndred and 
seventy-third street, in front of the entrance to Public School No. 63, nnder the 
direetion of the Department of Pnblic Parks; and that the accompanying ordi
nan<:e therefor be adopted. 
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Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting 

that said avenue and street have never been legally named, and 

that it is questionable whether an -assessment for the work 

would be valid on that account. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the President be re

quested to notify the Common Council that said avenue and 

street are not known by the names mentioned in said resolu

tion, and request that the resolution and ordinance be amended. 

Adopted. 

Railroad Avenue, Twenty-third Ward. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 

Department to the condition of Railroad Avenue, south of One 

hundred and fifty-third Street, in the 'llwenty-third Ward. 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer for his 

report. 

Morris Avenue and 151st Street. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 

the communication of the Health Department, with relation to 

the condition of the street crossing at Monis A venue and One 

hundred and fifty-first Street. 
(Minutes, November 7, 1877, p. 3711.) 

Laid over. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 

the contractors for the construction ot Brook A. venue sewer, pro

pose to drive piles during the winter, and recommending that 

inspector James Chamberlain be assigned to duty on such days 

as his services may be required. 
(Minutes, Dec. 5, 1877, p. 4:l6.) 

THE PREEIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Civil and Topographical Engineer be, 
and hereby is, authorized to employ inspector James 
Chamberlain on the work of the construction of Brook Avenue 

.. 

.' 
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sewer, on such days during the winter, as he shall require 
his services. 

THE PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 

affirmative, co majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes~~ommissioners Martin, Wenman, Conover-3. , 

F, Greiffenberg. 

From the Civil and 'l'opographical Engineer, reporting that 

the maps for fililJg of the district west of Jerome Avenue and 

south of the road leading from Mosholu to Williams Bridge in 

the Twenty-fourth Ward, are not yet completed, and requesting 

that the employment of Mr. F. Greiffenberg, draughtsman, be 

continued untilJ anuary 15, ] 878. 
(Minutes, November 28,1877, p. 420.) 

Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the time of the employment of Mr. F. Greif
fenberg, draughtsman, be, and hereby is, extended nntil 
the 15th January, 1878, aud that he be paid for such addi
tional time at the rate of $1,500 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, "Wenman, Conover-3. 

Third Avenue, 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending 

that application be made for the appointment of commissioners 

to acquire the title to Third Avenue, from Harlem Bridge to 

One hundred and and forty-seventh Street. 

Laid over. 

Fordham Avenue, Kingsbridge Road. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 

the introduction of Croton water into the Twenty~fourth Ward 
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along the Harlem Railroad line, and the consequent necessity 

for Rewering that district, make it important that Fordbam 

Avenue 1tnd KingsbriCige Road from the Twenty-third vVard 

to Fordham shouW be op(;ned to theil' est1tblished width, and 

recommending that applic1ttion be made for the appointment 

of Commissioners to acquire the title to said avenue and 

road. 

Laid over. 

.Museum of Art--Concrete Flnors. 

From Mr. F. 'V. Lawrence, accepting the award of the con

tract for concrete floors for the basement of the Museum of Art 

Building. 

(}Iinlltes, Dec. 26, 1877, p. 464.l 

Filed . 

.Museum of Art- Galvanized Tron Casings, &le. 

From Messrs. Fischer and Brother, accepting the award of 

the contract for the galvanized iron and zinc casing for the 

arches, &c., in the central h1tll of the Museum of Art Building. 
(Minutes, Dec. 26, 1877. p. 464.) 

Filed. 

Drain itt Kingsbridge Road and Marion AHnue. 

From 1\11'. Franklin lH. Berrian, asking permission to Jay a 

drain from the northwest corner of Killgsbric1ge Road and 
Marion Avenue, across :Marion Avenue to an open sewer or 

gutter on Kingsbridge Road. 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer for his 

report. 

Manhattan Square. 

From l\lr. J. B. Deylin, stating that he is the assignee of the 
claim of Messrs. McCaulay and Devlin for the delivery of 

filling on Ma~hattan Square in 1873, and asking that he Le 
paid the amount of said claim. 

(Minntes, December 23, 1874, p.424.) 

, . 

.. 

f' 
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Commissioner WENMAN offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The claim of Messrs. McCaulay and Devlin has 
been heretofore investigated and rejected by this Doparbnent;· 

Resolved, That the claim now made by Mr. J. B. Devlin as 
the assignee of Messrs. McCaulay and Devlin, be, and hereby 
is, rejected. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board woulLl 

agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Conover-3. 
John Manning. Laborer. 

From John Manning-, laborer, stating that he was obliged to 
be absent from work since thEl15th December, 1877, on account 

of a law suit, and asking to be reinstated. 
Commissioner CONOVER moved that said John Manning be 

appointed a laborer upon the parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Conover-3. 
Wm. J. Keeley. 

From Mr. William J. Keeley, applying for the position of 
patrolman on the police force. 

Filed. 
Appropriations for 1878. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following report upon the sub-
ject of the appropriations for 1878, which was' ordered to he 
printed in the minutes, viz. : 

(Minntes, Dee. 31, 1877, p. 470). 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
NEW YORK, January 2,1878. 

To the Boar'd qf Oommissioners.' 
The appropriations by the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment to this Department for the vear 1878, are reduced 
largely below those for the previous years. The following 
table shows the comparisons: 



-------.~---.-

EXPENDITURES. 1873. 1874. I 1875. I 1876. 
\

APpropria. 
,. 1877. tion. 

$97,1)53 59 
97,712 18 
19.537 82 
6,605 00 
9,659 60 

40,126 05 

$74,760 16 
~6,141 36 
32,436 82 
4,642 00 
7,756 51 

49,983 48 

$56,650 62 
86,778 08 
19,838 92 
4,845 50 
7,173 34 

'44,394 82 

-.~------. 

$44,999 75 
84,229 19 
14.876 38 
3,820 00 

39,850 88 

*' Mai Iltenance of Parks, &c., classified as follows: I I I I 
Class I, special objects ........... ' .... ' •. .... $55,756 95 $77,543 40 $76,205 38 'l'66.ii92 77 $61,276 64 

Class If I, force in field ..... " ................. 1 230,880 58 208,210 35 184,706 64 110,!l44 20 91,892 99 

1878. 

$13,}})") 

75,000 
7,000 
4,000 

25,000 

10,000 

Class If, permanent force .•••....... , ,."'" ., , 5ti,508 67 45,44.8 14 42,813 251 26J,97 58 25,254 07 

I $342,14~ 20 $331,201 95 $303,725 97 I $203,834 1\5 $178,423 ',0 1$160,000 

t These accounts were not a charge upon the Mainteuance Fund of the Department prior to 1874. 
"Estimated for the last two weeks of the year. 

, /I •• 
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Although the expenditure, in 1877, has been so much iess 
than the amounts expended for the same purposes in previous 
years, the management has been so much more efficient and 
economical that the resu1ts produced and the condition of 
the parks compare favorably with those of any previous 
year. 

The decrease of appropriation for 1878 will require a reduc
tion, on an average, of twenty-five per cent. below the expen-
diture of 1877. . 

It presents the following quest,:,olls : 

I.-SALARIES. These must be reduceJ from $45,000 to 
$35,000. 

I recommend that'the disbursing office be abolished, on the 
gronnd that the services can be performed without cost to thi8 
Department by the paymaster in the Comptroller's office, and 
the work of making out the pay-rolls, and keeping the time, 
can be performed by the employees of the office in Union 
Square, ' 

And also, that a proper fLpportionment of the work now 
performed by the salaried clerks, which belongs to con
structiun should be charged to that account, a slight 
reduction of the s,tlaries of those who remain will then bring 
ihis within the appropriation. 

n.-POLICE. 'rhis force should be reduceJ tofiftv men. If 
they are selected on the principles laid out in nlY· recent r<!
port, so that everyone of them is of the highest class of 
capability, their work will be done as well as it is now with 
eighty-fi\'e men. '1'he saving Tll~lde ulldf'l' this item we can 
ask to IUlYe tram:ferred to some other item where the expendi
ture is more important. 

lII.-MuSEUMS. 'rIte alllOUll t of this appropriation is re
duced to $20,OOU, all of wllich will be needed by them. 

ly'-GEXERAL MAINTENANCE. Th;s is the most important 
subject of expenditure, and yet a sharper reduction illust be 
made than ever before. 

I make the following rec()mmendation : 

That the lighting of the public parks be discontinued. 

That, when the present lea:·;e of the office in Union Square 
expires, on 1st May next, the office of the Commis8ioners be 
removed to the Arsenal in Central Park. 

That the coal, required by the Department, be purchased at 
wholesale, by the cargo. 



480 [ Wednesday, 

That the number of female attendants be reduced, by closing 
the cottages on Washington square and at One hundred and 
tenth street and Sixth avenue, in Central Park. 

That the force of blacksmith", carpenters, painters, and 
other mechanics employed on maintenance work be reduced, 
in proportion to the decrease in the amount of work. 

That the laboring force be red need by discharging about 
fifty laborers and gardeners, so as to reduce expenditure during 
the winter months. 

V.-HARLElI{ RIVER BRIDGES. This appropriation is merely 
sufficient for the pay of the men engaged in keeping the 
bridges in order, and in workiug the draws, but is not sufficient 
to make the repairs which may become necessary. 

The Central Bridge is now in a hazardous condition, and 
cannot be relied on to stand for more than three months, when 
it will have to be closed. 

The experience of past years shows that the draw of the 
Third Avenue Bridge is liable to break down from its own 
weight at any time, and that thorough repairs are required 
every year. 

VI.-·]\fAINTE:-<ANCE TWENTY-THInD AND TWENTY-FOURTH WARDS, 
INCLUDING BRo~x RIVER BmDGEs. The expenditure here must 
also be greatly re(luc('c1. The amounts heretofore expended 
have been inadequate to keep in good order the, 1:J6 miles of 
roads in this district. The amount to be expended for road 
material and working the roads will have to be reduced in pro
portion to the reduction of the appropriation. 

VII.-SURYEYIKG, LAYIKG OUT, &C., THE TWENTY-THIRD AND 
TWENTY-FOURTH WAlms. The great red uction here will be most 
disastrous to the interests of the Cit.v, and if money can be 
saved from any other appropriation, it will be most advanta
geous to apply it to thiR work. 

The money expended here is of LUore value, in its results, to 
the city than any o:her expenditure wade in the whole budget. 
Its purpose is to prepare plans for streets and drainage, so 
that, when there is any revival of prosperity, tbe natural growth 
of the city can settle within its own limits, and not he driven off, 
as it was between 1865 and 1870, to Brooklyn and New Jersey. 
If this is done there will he more persons within tlUl city to pay 
taxes, and the tax valuations of tbe property will be illcreased 
as new buildings are erectec1 upon the land. 

About 83 per cent. of the city taxation is levied upon real 
efitate, and of the amount on real estate 20 per cent. is above 
Fifty-ninth street and 80 per cent. below. If the portion above 
Fifty-niutl! street is built up and the valuations increased be-

I 
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cause of productive buildings there will be more property to 
pay the taxes, aud a reduction in the rate will follow. This 
will be beneficial not only to the city at large in giving a larger 
basis for taxation but to the down-town property owners by in
creasing the proportion paid by the up-town property owners. 

In the system of laying out the npper portion of Manhattan 
Island in 1865, so little regard was had to economy in the plan, 
that the assessments up to 1875, when the street improvements 
were about half completed, amounted upon the land laid out 
to $8,000,000 a square mile. It was impossible for any prop
erty to stand such a load of expense in preparing it for build
ing, and the ruin of the propert:v owners was inevitable. The 
tax valuations were advanced on the speculative values started 
by these projected improvements, and much of the best of the 
improved property in the vacltnt northern areas of the city is 
taxed for more than the rental valul1 of the property. 

This system of extravagance in plan has been subverted, and 
the new region north of Harlem Hive1' is now being laid out on 
a plan which will render it feasible for the property owners to 
calT)' out the improvemellts. ,Tustice to them as well as the best 
interests of the city at large, require that these plans so essen
tial to the growth of the city, should be completed without any 
delay. 

D~ll'ing the TPcent ditlC"ussi,ms over the subject of the appro
priations for this Department, in the Doard of Estimate and Ap
portionment, Messrs. Bissinger, vVilliamsoll and Stebbins, ex
commissioners, sent in written opinions, whidl, though vague 
and indefinite, were assumed to mean that the Department 
could be administered at an expense that should not exceed 
$250,000. Mr. Bissinger's offi~e ter:ninn,ted 31st December, 
18H; Mr. Williamson's on 1st .M:t,}', 1876, and bat of 1\1r. 
Stebbins 011 23il October, 1877. 'rhey had each of them been 
in office as far back as 1873. If It can now be clone for 
$~5U,OOO, it could have heen done then, and yet they spent for 
the item", corresponding to tbose for which the appropriation> 
are now made, in 1873, the sum of $5til,368, not including any 
exper,diture for work of any kind in 'rwenty-third and 'rwenty
fourth Warcls. 

They expended in 1874 the sum of. . .. .. $719,862.13 
" " 1875" . . . . . .. 603,986.89 

The Oommissioners now in office have been tho3e who 
h'we in fact carried on the Department in 1876 and 1877, with 
so much gnoater economy and equal efficiency, and they are 
willing to contrast their performance of their duty with that of 
the ex-commissioners, who say what they could do, and show 
that they did it not. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) WM. R. MARTIN, 

President D. P. P. 
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Lost Articles found in the Parks. 

The TREASURER reported that he had disposed of a portion of 

the unclaim(,d property found on the parks for the sum of 

$29.55. 
(Minutes, November 21st, 1877, p. 409.) 

Manhattan Square. 

The Landscape Architect presented the following report 

upon the improvement of "Manhattan Square which was ordered 

to be printed in the minutes. 

DEPARTllfEN'l' OF PUBLIC PARKS, } 
OFFICE OF. DESIGN AND SUPERINTENDENCE, 

NEW YORK, 2d January, 1878. 

T() the Board C!/ Commissioners 0/ 
fIle DClJartmenf of Public Parks: 

Gentlemen,-The plan for thelVIuseum of Natural History, 
adopted by the B()ard, contemplates an extended series of 
blocks, tobe so disposed on Manhattan Square that they will 
eventually occupy, with their courts and approaches, nearly all 
of the ground. It is expectell that the several blocks will" be 
built in succession as the collections of the Mnseum shall re
quire. If an additional block should be erected every five 
years, on an average, half the ground will be still unoccupied 
after a period of fifty years. 

rrhe ground is broken and rocky, with large and deep cavi
ties, and some plan needs to be adopted to prevent its remnin
ing an eyesore aud a nuisance to the neighborhood. 

To bring its surface up to the grades required by the 
building pl::..n, a large additional supply of material is required. 

The plan which I recomlllend provides for bringing in, at 
once, all of this material and su disposing of it as to leave a 
smooth but quietly undulating surface, having such form as 
would be most cheaply ohtai.ned, as illustrated in the diagram 
which I now exhibit. The grades to be ultimately required 
would then be obtained by local transfers of material, as block 
after block of the proposed buildings should be set about. 

The cheapest material for filling up the depressions of the 
ground would now be rock, as it will be excavated for streets 
and cellars in the neighborhood, but it would be desirable tlIat 
all such filling should be overlaid by a sufficient body of earth 
and soil to sustain turf and shrubbery. I assume that, for 
this purpose, three and one-half feet of crude earth and one 
foot of mould or surface soil would be required. 

, 
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The following is an estimate of the cost of the operations 
thus proposed: 

127,900 cubic yards rock filling at $0.20 ...... $25,580 
52,000 " crude earth" 0.80...... 41,600 
32,000 H rllould . .... " 1.25...... 40,000 

$107,180 
It is probable that the required amounts could be. obtained 

at the above prices in the eourse of three years. If there 
should be little huilding in the neighborhood, and the opera
tions shoulrl be forced, the market Yttlne of filling would rise 
and higher prices necebsHrily be demanded. 

The cost of suitnble eur'bing and sidewalks upon all the 
exterior lines of the property, with approaches to the present 
building on the south siele and grass plats and planting on the 
plan, already partly carried out, may be estimated as follows: 

For curbing .... , ........ , , ....... , ..... , $ 4,900 
" flagging .... , .. ".".",.,.,...... ..... 2,100 
" a strong wooden picket fence., " . . . . . .. . 2,UOO 

approach roads and walks, Seventy-
seventh street. .. ,......... .,.... 15,000 

" contingenciel'l .... _ . .. '" .. , .. ' ...... " 8,000 

SUMMARY. 

For interior work. ...... " " ..... " .... " ... $107,180 
For exterior work" .. " ................. " .. 32,000 

$139,180 

A portion of the Central Park adjacent to Eighth avenue, 
between Seyenty-se.venth and Eighty-first streets, yet remains 
incomplete, waiting these proposed improvements on Manhat
tan Square. The work will include the construction of new 
approaehes to the SeventY-llinth street transverse road and 
entrances to the park for carriages and foot-passengers at 
Seventy-seventh street, ac1d at Bighty-first street. 

An outline plan for the purpose is exhibited, which has 
already been provisionally adopted by the Department. 

"Whenever the work to "be done on the Square is undertaken, 
it is very desirable that provision should be made for carrying 
out this plan on the Park. 

Uespectfully, 
(Signed) FRED. LAW OLMSTED, 

Landscape Aychited. 
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Telegraph Line. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the agreement with the Gold and Stock 
Telegraph Oompany to supply and keep in order the teJegraph 
lines between the general office of this Department and the Cen
tral Park, be renewed from January 1st to April HOth, 1878, upon 
the same terms and conditions as the former agreement with 
said company, and that the President be authorized to sign 
such an agreement on behalf of the Department. 

(Minutes, October 3. 1877, p. 323.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8.--Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Conover-3. 

On motion of Commissioner 'Wenman, the Board adjourned 

at 10:15 o'clock, A. 111., to meet on Saturday the 5th illst., at 

9:15 o'clock A. lIf. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

I 

j 

r .. 
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SATtJRDAT, JANUARY i'ith, 1~78. 

ADjOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" WEN MAN. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER. 

The minutes of the previous meetings of December 31st, 1877, 
and January 2d, 1878, were read and approved. 

The following communication was presented and read: 

Appropriations for 1878. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor
tionment, informing the Department that the following appro
priations had been made to this Department for the year 1878, 

namely: 
Mainte!lance and Government cf Parks 

and Places: 
For Salaries-To pay entirely the 

salaries of the President, Clerks, 
Engineers. Architects, and all 
other employees of the Depart-
ment, excepting Mechanics, Gar-
deners and laborers, and their 
Foremen, employed on the work 
of maintaining the Parks and 
Places, excepting, also, the Top-
ographical Engineer and his As-
sistants in charge of surveying, 
monumenting, etc., Twenty-
third and Twenty-fourth Warde, 
and also excepting the Superin. 
tendent and Engineer-in-charge 
ofPubIic Places, Roads, Avenues 
and Bridges, Twenty-third and 
Twenty.fourth Wards......... $35,000 00 
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Police-Salaries of Captain, Lienten
ant, Sergeants, Patrolmen, Post 
and Gate Keepers and Night 
Watchmen ....... '" ......... $75,000 00 

For all supplies and for wages of 
Foremen, Gardeners, Mechanics 
and Laborers employed on 
workS of maintenance, and in-
duding maintenance of the 
Meteorological Observatory. . . . 140,000 00 

For the keeping, preservation aJld 
exhibition of the collection in 
the American Musenm of Natur
al History and the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. .. . . .. . . .. .. . 20,000 00 

Harlem River Bridges--Repairs, Improvements and 
Maintenance ............................... . 

Music-Central Park ............................ . 
Surveyiug', Laying-out and Monumenting Twenty-third 

and Twenty-fuurth Wards, including north end of 
this Island ............................ _ ..... . 

Maintenance and Government of Public Places, Roads, 
Avenues and Bridges, including Bridges over the 
Bronx River, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards .................. _ ............ _ .... . 

$270,000 00 

7;000 00 
4,000 00 

10,000 00 

25,000 00 

(Minntes, January 2, 1878, p. 477.) 

Filed. 

$316,000 00 

Commissioner WENMAN then moved that the Board do now 
go into executive session. 

Adopted. 

Salaries, &c,. 

In executive seSSIOn the subject of the salaries of the em
ployes of the Department for 1878, and oj' such changes as it 
was necessary to make was then taken up. 

Commissioner WENMAN proposed the following plan of. re-
duction, viz. : 

lNm. Irwin, Secretary ......... " ... , . . .. . . . ... $3,500 per annum. 
Abolish the office of Asst. Secretary. ,,, 
D. P. Lord, First Clerk .... , .. " ....................... '. ",',', 2,200 " " 
J. C. Hawley. Clerk .................................... ;,1,200 
Wm. D. Beall, Clerk, discharge. 
Wm. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing Clerk .................. 2,500 
Wm. R. Kingsland, Clerk, discharge. 
Abolish the office of Design and Superintendence. . , 
.Julius Munckwitz, Sup~rintende!lt ........ -........... , .. ,; ......... ,. 4,000 " ., 

'. 

• ..; 
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A. Krause, Draughtsman, ............................... . 
Julius Munckwitz. Jr., Draughtsman ..................... . 
W. A. Conklin, Director of Menagerie ... '" .............. . 
D. Draper, Director of Observatory, .... , ..... ' .......... . 
T. B. Ingram, Clerk ................ , .. " ....... , ....... . 
F. A. Calkins, Asst. Engineer ........................... . 
Olto Sibeth, Draughtsman ......... , .................... , 

$3 per day. 
2 50 " 

1,500 per annum. 
4,000 .. 
1,000 
1,800 
1,000 

The PRESIDENT then proposed the following plan, viz: 
Wm. Van Valkenbul'gh, Disbursing Clerk, discharge. 
F. A. Calkins, Asst. Engiueer ............................ $1,900 per annum. 
Otto Sibeth, Draughtsman ............................. ,. 1,200 " 
A. Krause, " ... " . . .. . . .. .. ........... .. 3 per day. 
J. Munckwitz, Jr.. . . .. . . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . .. . . ... . . .. .. .. . 2 50 " 

The salaries of these last four mentioned employes to be 
charged to the fund for" City Parks Improvement" when em
ployed on construction work-estimated at one half their 
salaries-the remainder of their salaries to be charged to the. 
appropriation for salaries. 

This will reduce the amount payable from the salary appro
priation, about $5,'100. 

A proportionate decrease of all the salaries of the employes 
on the salary list to bring the amount clown to $35,000. 

The salary and position of each employe on the salary list 

was then acted on provisionally, the whole list to be sub

sequently passed upon; with the following result : 

Commissioner WEN MAN moved the salary of Wm. Irwin, 

Secretary, be fixed at $3,500 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in hvor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wen man, V{ etmore, Conover 

-·4. 

Oommissioner WENl\IAN moved that the office of Adsistant 

Secretary be, and hereby is, abolished. 

The PUESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows; 
Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved th1'1t the salary of D. P. Lord, 

First Clerk, be fixed at $2.200 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Weoman, 'Vetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the salary of Jarnes C. 

Hawley, clerk, be fixed at $1,200 per annum. 

The PllESIDEl'lT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, • 

a majority of all the members of the Boare! voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, vVetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-l. 

Commissioner WE~MAN moved that the services of Wm. Dent 

Beall, Clerk, be, and hereby are, dispensed with. 

The PllESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners 1Venman, Wetmore, Conover-S. 

Na-Oommissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the salary of William 

Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing Clerk, be fixed at $2,500 per 
annum. 

The PRESIDENT moved as a substitute therefor, that it be, 

and hereby is, declared to be the intention and purpose of tha 
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Department to remove W m. Van Valkenburgh, Disbursing 

Clerk, on the ground that tee services of the Disbursing Clerk 

can be performed without cost to this Department by the 

paymaster in the Comptroller's office, and the work of making 
out the pay-rolls, and keeping the time, can be performed by 

the employes in the office in Union Square. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute motion, moved by the President, 
and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the 

members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Martin--l. 
Noe8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover--3. 

The PRESIDENT thAn put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to sajd original motion, and it was determined in 
the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye8-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the services of W m. R. 
Kingsland, Clerk, be, and hereby are, dispensed with. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Martin-I . 

Commissioner WENMAN offered the following preambles and 
resolutions : 

Whe1'ecl8, In the rednction of the expenses of this Depart
ment made absolutely necessary by the great reduction of the 
yearly appropriation, by the Board. of Apportionment, for the 
maintenance of Parks and Places, the Bureau of Design and 
Superintendence must be abolished: and 

Wherea8, The Board must discontinue the work of design, 
except where absolutely necessary; while the duties of superiD-
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tendence musibe concentrated in the officer designated for that 
special purpose; and 

Whereas, The digtinguished head of that Bureau, the Hon. 
F. Law Olmsted, so long identified with the Central Park and 
its improvements, enjoying the confidence of the community 
and the respect of every administration, since the formation of 
the work, should be placed in a position whe.re the commis
sioners can still avail themselves of his extended experience 
and intimate knowledge of the designs and objects of the 
work; 

It is ther~fore Resolved, That the Bureau of ·Design and 
Superintendence be, and the Slime is, hereby discontinued, and 
the offices connected therewith are abolished; and it is fur
ther 

Resolved, That the Hon. F. Law Olmsted be, and he is 
hereby, appointed "Consulting Landscape Architect" to the 
Commission, his services to be paid for out of the appropriate 
fund from time to time, as they are availed of. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles ancl resolutions, and it was deter

mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the salary of Julius 

Munckwitz, Superintendent of Parks and Superintending 

Architect be fixed at $4,000 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, anel it was determined in the affirmative, 

Do majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner WENMAN rr10ved that the sahuies of Arthur 

Krause and Julius J\.~unckwitz, Jr., elraughtsmen, be fixed at 

$3.00 and $2.50 per day, respectively. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

., 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting 10 favor 

thereof, as fonows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wellman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 
Commissioner WENMAN moved ~hat the saJary of W. A. Oonk

lin, Director of the Menagerie, be fixed at $1,500 per annum. 

The PREf!IDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 

-4. 
Commissioner WENMAN moved that the salary of Daniel 

Draper, Director of the Observatory, be fixed at $3,500 per 

annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 

majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Oonover-2. 

Noes-Oommissioners Martin, \Vetmore-2. 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the salary of Daniel Draper, 

Director of the Observatory, be fixed at $4,000 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the negative, a 

majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Wetmore, Conover-2. 

Commissioner CO:"!OVER then moved that the motion to fix 
the salary of Daniel Draper, Director of the Observatory, at 
$3,500, be reconsidered. 

Adopted. 
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Commissioner CONOVER then moved that the salary of Daniel 

Draper, Director of the Observatory, be £xed at $3,500 per 

annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

It majority of an the Members of the Boa~'d voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the salary of Thomas B. 

Ingram, Clerk, be £xed at $1,200 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put. the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a 'majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, IVetmore, Conover 

-4. 
Commissioner Wli;NMAN moved that the salaries of Frank A. 

Calkins, Assistant Engineer, and of Otto Sibeth, Draughtsman, 

be £xed at $1,900 per annum and $1,200 per annum, re

spectively. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determinecl in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, W dmore-3. 

No-Commissioner Oonover-I. 
Commissioner WENlIfAN then offered the following rewlu

tioD: 

Resolved, 'l'hat all the employes proposed to be removed 
and whose offices are abolished bv the action of the Board 
this day, namely, F. L. Olmsted, H. A. J'hrtin, George C. 
Coffin, William D. Beall and W. R. Kingsland, be notified of 
the cause of their proposed removal, and that they will be al
lowad all opportunity of making an explanation with reference 
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to their proposed removal 0:1 Wednesday, the 9th jnst., at 11 
o'clock, A. M. 

Adopted. 

Commissioner WENMAN then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the following be, and hereby is, fixed as the' 

list of salaries of employes payable from the appropriation 

for salaries for 1878, from and after January 1st, 1878, viz. : 
'Vm. Irwin, secretary ... " ... , ........................ $3,500 00 per annum. 
D. P. Lord, first clerk. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. 2,200 00 " 
James C. HaYlley, clerk. . . ...... . . .. . . ... .. .......... 1,200 00 
Wrn. Van Valkenbnrgh, disbursing clerk............... 2,500 00 
.J nlins Mnnckwitz, superintendent of parks and superiutend-

ing architect..... .. .............. ....... ... . .... 4,000 00 
Arthur Krause, drau!\'htsman.. .. ...................... 3 00 per day 
Julius .l\Iunckwitz, Jr., draughtsrnan .......... ~ ... . .... 2 50 " 
W. A. Conklin, director of the mf'nugerie.............. 1,500 00 per annum. 
Daniel Draper, director of the obsorvatory ..... , . . . . . . . . 3,500 00 " 
Thomas B. Ingram, clerk................ ............ 1.200 00 
Frank A. Calkins, aEsis, ... at engineer. . . . . . .. ........... 1.900 .. 0 
Otto Sibeth, draughtsll1an.. . .. . . .. . . ... . . ... . . .. . . .. .. . 1,200 00 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-So 

.No.-Commisflioner Martin-1. 

Police. 

Commissioner WENMA.N, Chairma.n of the Special Co:nmittee 

on the Reorganization of the Police Force, presented the fol

lowing report, which was receiv2d, aULl Od0)r2d to be printed 

in the minutes: 

To the Board of Commissiollers.' 
The committee, to whom was referred the subject (If a re

organization of Ele police force (at a meeting held .January 10th, 
1877), beg leave to report: 

That they find the force entirely too sm:dl to patrol the 
various parks as effectively and thoroughly as should be done, 
and with the usual appropriation they were prepared to re
commend an increase of the force. The recent reduction by 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment from $90,000 to 
$75,000 for this year renders such a course impracticable, and 
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compels us to curtail the expenses in this branch of our 
Department, and to make our present force as effectivo as 
possible. 

The recent promotion of active young men from the position 
of gate-keepers to patrolmen and retiring of the aged men (who 
have for a number of years done faithful and active duty on the 
force) to the gates, has increased the efficiency of the force. 
How to increase that efficiency with the present reduced ap
propriation has been carefully considered by your committee, 
who respectfully suggest the following changes: 

1. Lieutenant...... ... . . • • . . . . .. .... $1. GOO per annum. 
1. Surgeon.... . . . . .. .... . . . . . . • . . . . . 1,000 " 
4. Sergeants, $3 per clay ... .... ~ ...... 4,380 " 

47. Patrolmen-37 day, 10 night-$2.40 
per day ..................... . 

24. Gate-keeps, $2 per day ........... . 
3. Police tailors, $2 per day .....•••... 

41,172 " 
17,520 " 

2,190 " 
----
$67,862 

Leaving a balance of $7,138, for loss of time by sickness, 
half tiwe, uniforms, and incidental expenses. 

'fhe recent cases of suicide, happening during the night time 
in Central Park, show the necessily for the organization of a 
regular night patrol, and we recommend'that seven of the 
patl"Olmen be taken from the City Parks, and with the three 
night wa[Cllmen be organized as a night patrol and be regularly 
uniformed; these are included in the forty-seven patrolmen 
speeified above. 

'With these changes aI;ld reductions, and a faithful perform
ance of dnties by the members of the force, we will be able to 
med the reductIon in the appropriation, and we suggest that 
the President request the Lieutenant Commanding to urge upon 
the members of the force the absolute necessity of the greatest 
care 011 their part, of their uniforms. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

(Si~ned) ~~~u~~ '~~=~::~, } Committee. 
New York, Jan. 5th, 1878. 

(Minutes, ~ov. 21 and Dec. III, 1877, pp. 410 and (55). 

COillmissioner 'VENMAN then offered the following resolu
tion : 

Resolz:ed, That. the salaries and pay of the employes holding 
the undermeutioued positions on the police force of the De-
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raTtment, be fixed at the following rates, from and after Jan
uary 1st, 1878, viz. : 

Lieutenant. .. .... ....••••••.............. . ...... . 
Surgeon. . . .. . . . .. . ............................... . 
Sergeants ...................... , ...... " .......... . 
Patrolmen .......................................... . 

$1,6110 00 per annum 
1000 00 " 
, 3 00 per day. 

2 40 .. 

*:;t~;:~:~~~·. '. : : ' .. : : '. '. : : '. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : .:: : : : . : : 2 00 
2 00 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Qommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-I. 

Oommissioner WENMAN offered the following resolutions: 

1st Resolved, That two police tailors be discharged; 
2d Resvlved, That four gate-keepers be promoted to the posi

tion of patrolmen, and that four additional gata-keepers be ap
pointed. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the followingpreamble and reso

lution, as a substitute for said resolutions offered by Oommis

sioner ""Venman, viz.: 

l¥henas, Dr. John T. Darby has heretofore, in connection 
. with Dr. H. B!tl'ber, Police Surgeon, made an examination of 
the police force, and diyided the force, including the sergeants, 
into the following three classes, viz. : 

1. 'rhe men fully capable. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 
2. The men not fully capable ................... 23 
3. The men incapable. . . . . . . . . .. ... . ....... 32 

Resolved, That the police force be reorganized, as follows: 

Fi'i·st.-'rhat the third class of men be dismissed. 
Secondl.l/.-That applications be received for admission to 

the police force. '{'hat an examination be had of all applicants, 
similar to the one held by Dr. Darby and Dr. Barber, testing 
the physical auility, moral character, and intelligence of the 
men. 

Thirdly.-That the examiners be required. out of all the 
applicants, to establish a high standard of excellence, and to 
include not rnorethan fifty men in the first class. 

Foul'th7y.-'l'hat out of this class, appointments be made to 
fill up the vacancies in the force. 
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FljtMy.-That for the men discharged, who are of good re
cord and character, preference be given for places in the build
ings in the Park, and for such othe~ dutie3 in the Department 
as they may be capable of performing. 

Sixthly.-That the police force consist of a lieutenant and 
four sergeants, and a force of men, to be divided into park
keepers and gate-keepers, and that the watchmen and night 
watchmen, as may be required, be made a part of the police 
force. 

(Minutes, December 1\), 1877, p. 455.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said resolutions and the 

subject of the reorganization of the police force be referred to 

the Special Committee on Police and the President to report 

upon at the next meeting of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion moved by Commissioner ,Yetmore, and 

it was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem

bers, of the Board not voting in fayor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wetmore-2. 

Noes-Commissioners-Wellman, Conover-2. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said substitute. preamble and resolution, and it 
was determined in the negative, a majority of all the mem

bers of the Board not voting in favm: thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commissioner Martin -1. 
Noes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the original resolution offered 

by Commissioner Wenman, was divided. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to the first of said resolutions, and it was deter

mined in the affirmative, a majorit'y of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Martin, Wen man, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

.I 
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would agree to the second of said resolutions, and it was de

termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-B. 

No- Commissioner Martin--I. 

Maintenance of the Parks . 

. The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the lighting of all the public lamps on the 
Parks be discontinued, except that of those at the entrances to 
Central Park. 

The PRESIDE:1\T put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the negative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board not voting in favor 

thereo{, as follows: 

Aye-Commifsioner Martin-I. 

Noes-Commissioners WeHman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preambles and resolu

tion: 

Wherea8, 'rhe lease of the offices in Union Square expires on 
May 1st, 1878; and 

Whel'eCl8, 'fhe removal of the oft-ices of the Department to 
the Arsenal in Central Park will save the expense of renting 
offices, and will add to the etIicieney of the administration of 
the Department, by having all the ofilces in one building, 

Re.'olued, That the offices of the Department be removed to 
the Arsenal in Central Park, on May 1st, 1878. 

Commissioner WEN MAN offered the following resolution as a 

substitute therefor: 

Resolved, That the offices of the Department be retained at 
their present location, or in the vicinity, 1tt a rent not exceed
ing $2,5CO per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said substitute resolution offered by Commissioner 

Wenman, and it WaS determined in the affirmative, a majority 
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of all the members of the Board voting III favor thereof, as 

follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

lVo-Commissioner l\J artin-l. 

Commissioner WENl\fAN moved that the Superintendent of 

Parks be directed to report the number of laborers, mechanics, 
&c., which can be discharged without detriment to the proper 

maintenance of the Parks. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDRNT moved that the ladies' cott~ges situated on 

Washington Square, and on tho Contral Park, at Sixth Avenue 

and One hundred and tenth Street, be closed until further 

order. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners ~artin, \Venman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Harlem River Bridges. 

The PRESIDE-".T moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to report upon the force necessmT to maintain the 

Central, Third Av~nue, and tho other bridges over the 

Harlem River; and that the Civil and Topographical Engineer 

and the Superintendent of Parks, be c1ireded to report npon 

the present condition and the necessary repairs to said bridges 

during 1878. 
Adopted: 

Maintenance of the 23d and 24th Wards. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That all work in connection with the maintenance 
of the roads, &c., in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, be, and is hereby suspended, and that all the employes 
on said work, except Mr. E. P. North, Superintendent, and 
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Mr. Isaac Jerome, General Foreman, be, and hereby are, dis
charged; that it is proposed to remove Mr. E. P. North, Super
intendent, and that he shall have an opportunity to appear be
fore the Board at its next meeting for a hearing, in accordance 
with the requirements of the law; that two of the horses and 
wagons now in use in those wards be sent to the stables in 
Central Park, and that Foreman Jerome be left in charge of the 
balance of the property until further orders from this Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commission er Martin-I. 

Surveying and Laying out 23d and 24th Wardl!. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Civil and Topographical En

gineer be directed to report on the reorganization of the force 
employed in his office. 

Adopted. 

Meeting in Tompkins Square. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. David Conroy, as Chairman of 
a committee of workingm(Jll, had requested the use of Tomp

kins Square on the evening of the 8th inst., for the purpose of 

holding a mass meeting of workingmen. 

Commissioner WENMAN m0ved that it be referred to the, 
President with power to grant said application in his discre
tion. 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 1 o'clock 
p. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 9th iust., at 9:15 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

SecTctaTY D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA Y, JANUARY 9, IS7S. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9.15 O'CLOCK A.M. 

Present-Commissioner MARTIN, President. 

" WENlIfAN. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 
CONOVER. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 5th inst. were 
read. 

Commissioner WENJlfAN moved that the minutes be amended 
by substituting on page 488, for 

" Commissioner WE~JIfAN moved that it be, and hereby 
" is, declared to be the intention and purpose of the De
" partment to remove Wm. Dent Beall, derk." 

The following, viz :-
"Commissioner WENJlfAN moved that 'the services of 

"Wm. Dent Beall, clerk, be, and hereby are, dispensed 
" with." 

Adopted. 

Commissioner WENJlfAN moved that the minutes be further 
amended by substituting on page 489, for 

." Commissioner VVENMAN moved that it be, and hereby 
" is, declared to be the intention and purpose of the De

" partment to remove Wm. R. Kingsland, clerk/' 
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The following, viz. :-
" Commissioner WENMAN moved that the services of 

" Wm. R. Kingsland, clerk, be, and hereby are, dispensed 

" with." 
Adopted. 

The minutes were then approved, as above amended. 

The following communications were then presented and 

read :-

Welch Street. 

From the clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor, on the 5th inst., viz. :-

Resolved, That the Department of Parks be, and they are hereby requested, to 
direct the Corporation Counsel to forth with take all neeessary proceedings to 
acquire title for the opening and extensiun of ~Welch Street, Twenty.fourth W· ard, 
from its present easterly terminus at the Harlem Railroad, westerly and in Ii 
straight line, sixty feet in width by about seventy.fi ve feet in length, to the Kings. 
bridge Road, or Third Avenue. 

Referred to the Oivil and Topographical Engineer for his 
report. 

Courtland Avenue and 146th Street. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the necessity of a sewer in Oourtland Avenue 
and One hundred and forty-sixth Street, between One hun
dred and fifty-first Street and Brook Avenue. 

Referred to the Oivil and Topographical Engineer for his 
report. 

Zoological Garden. 

From the Landscape Architect, with reference to the estab
lishment of a Zoological Garden in the Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received 
and printed in the minutes. 

Adopted. 
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The following is the communication of the Landscape 
Architect :-

To the Board of Commissioners 
NEW YORK, 2d January, 1878. 

qf the Department of Public Parks: 
Gentlemen,-The present menagerie of the Department has 

becomewhatitis by successive desultory steps taken with no view 
to permanence or completeness in any respect. It is so placed 
as to be a serious injury to the Central Park; it is ill arranged, 
ill equipped, not adapted to economical maintenance. Under 
these circumstances, though closely, prudently and skillfully 
managed, it adds a weight to the annual appropriations for the 
Park which tends unjustly to the public discredit of its ad
ministration. 

The existing objections to it will be more obvious as its slight 
wooden buildings fall more and more into disrepair. '1'he 
cracks and openings caused by the shrinkage, decay and warp
ing of timber in them are now so many and so large that after 
another year, should an extraordinarily severe winter occur, it 
will he hardly practicable to keep the tropical animals alive, 
unless considerable and expensive rebuilding is undertaken. 
The Board can, therefore, not long hold to a waiting policy 
with re8pect to it, but will be compelled to adopt some radical 
measure. 

Still more unsuitable and economically indefensible, except 
as makeshifts, have been all the arrangements hitherto em
ployed by the Department for purposes such as aTe met by tbe 
well-known Floral and Exotic Public Gardens of Europe. 

The Park Commisioners of different periods, always expect
ing that some permanent and well-arranged plan would 'soon 
be carried out, have tentatively entertained two radically dif
ferent classes of projects, one having in view the mftnagement 
of the proposed gardens by the city direct, the other the man
agement of them by an association especially formed for the 
purpose. 

With reference to the first class, four different localities have 
been successively appropriated, plans adopted suitable to them, 
and twice operations have been begun in carr'ying out these 
plans. ,Each of these appropriations has at. last been recon
sidered, and all of the plans abandoned. vVlth reference to 
the second class, numerous organizations have been under
taken, and two have been so far matured as to obtain special 
acts of legislation, but no one has been able to secure such con
cessions, assistance, and privileges as its promoters thout;ht 
necessary t'J success, and all are now defunct. 

During the last three years I have been asked to report upon 
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five projects, some of one of these classes, some of the other, 
on neither of which has the Commission as yet taken definite 
action. As the subject is likely to be further agitated during 
my intended absence, I propose [\t this point briefly and with
out extended argument, to state certain general conclusions 
which, in my judgment, may be wisely adopted. . 

1st. New York demands advantages correspondmg to those 
found in the acclimutizatic.n, zoological, hotanic, and horticul
tural gardens of other metropolitan cities. 

2<1. The best way to secure such advantages would be one 
in general accordance with the policy which has been hereto
fore adopted, and which is already, to a certain extent, in suc
cessful operation in the American l\1nseum of Natural History 
and the :Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

3d. This policy would lead to a contract between the ci ty 
and a society, for the purpose, under which the city wouIa give 
the society the use of land and aiel in obtaining buildings and 
collectiolls, while the society would give the public the use of 
the same at certain times, gratuitously, and at others in pay
ment of moderate admission fees, and would undertake the 
current expenses of the enterprise. 

4th. Botanic or exotic gardens need to have many of the 
same plallts and the same appliances as zoological gardens. 
A zoological garden, as generally managed, is, to some extent, 
a botanic garden, and each of the propositions for a zoological 
garden, now before the Departmellt contemplates a combin
ation of botanic and zoological interests. 

In view of the difficulty which has been experienced in rais
ing the necessary capital to start either a zoological or a bo
anic garden on an adequate basis, and in "jew of the objections 
to inclosing any more of the arelt of the Central Park than is 
necessary for the purpose, it is not wise to contemplate, at 
present, two or more distinct garclens-olle for zoology, others 
for different branches of botany 01' floriculture-each to be 
aided by the city. 

5th. No garden of the kind proposed could be established 
on the Central Park without taking away from the pub
lic advantages for which a high price has been paid. No
where in the middle parts of the park, nor on its south
ern borders, could such a garden be placed without great 
waste and disastrous results. Not even on its mono northern 
borders could any body of land be taken for the purpose which 
would not be found cramped, and, in some respects, inconve
nient--requiring large outlays to make it satisfactory. 

6th. On the other hand, no garden of the class contemplated 
would be likely, for a 101lg time to come, to make adequate 
returns through admission fees, if situated much further north 
than the Central Park. 

r, 
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7th. Under all these conditions, the Department would be 
justified in providing, whenever it sball be found practicable 
by the method proposed, for the mure immediately useful, at
tractive, and popular departments of a combined zoological 
and botanic garden upon the Oentral Park, takil'lg land for 
these purposes in which the buildings could be so arranged as 
not to break np the broader land~cape scenes, and recovering 
for the Park the land now occupied by the menagerie. 

Sth. But it is desirable that, in addition to this, that the De
partment should designate some considentble tract of suburban 
land as a pu bEc ground to be specially reserved for an arbor
etum and horticultural garden, and, perhaps, other scientific 
nses in the future. Suitahle land for such a purpose may be 
found in that portion of the new wards, the plans of which 
remain to be determined. 

9th. Having in view a Zoological and Botanic garden to be 
situated in the Oentral Park, which would compare favorably 
with the best in the world in respect to popular entertainment 
and instructiveness, though lacking space for scientific com
plfJteness, a site should be sought within which a considerable 
extent of surface would be found with (1) an exposure to the 
south, (~) protection from northeast, nOlth and northwest winds, 
(3) perfect drainage, (4) ample flowing water supply, (5) direct 
association with a considerable pond or broad body of water, 
which would lie within the same enclosure. 

10th. The only ground in other r83pects available where these 
advantages are offered in the Oentral Park lies on the west side 
of the Park, south of the gl'eat hill, from Ninety-sixth 
to ODe hundred and fifth Streets. A garden might be found 
to which tbis locality would be central, containing from 
twenty to thilty acres, in which the necessary buildings and 
fences of a zoological and exotic garden would be incon
spicuous, if not wholly invisible, from any part of the park 
proper. No other equal space of ground upon the park could 
be taken for the purpose of a zoological and botanic garden 
with less sacrifice of advantages for the proper general pur
poses of the park. 

In conclusion, I beg to urge that if the Oommission is of 
opinion that it is necessary to appropriate some portion of the 
Central Park to a zoological gardeu, and any association can be 
found, having pub1ic interests in view, like the existing organiz
ations managing the Natural History and Art Museum, and not 
looking to pecuniary profits, which is able and disposed to as
sume due responsibilities in the matter, it is very desirable 
that negotiations with a view to the lease for the purpose of 
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the ground I have indicated, should be entered upon at an early 
day. . 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) FRED. LAW OLMSTED, 

Landscape Architeot. 

Drain at Kingsbridge Road and Marion A venue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, recommending 
that the permission requested by Mr. Franklin ]\f. Berrian to 
lay a drain from the northwest corner of Kingsbridge Road and 
Marion Avenue, across Marion Avenue, be granted, on the 

condition that the work be done to the satisfaction of the 

Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, 
who should return to his office a diagram showing the location 
and depth of the drain. 

(Minutes, January 2, 1878, p. 476.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that on receiving the report of the 

Civil and Topographical Engineer he had given permission to 
Mr. Berrian to construct said drain on the conditions recom
mended. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi
dent in the matter be approved. 

Adopted. 

O. F. Nichols. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, forwarding the 

resignation of Mr. O. F. Nichols, Assistant Engineer on the 
work of constructing Brook Avenue sewer. 

(Minutes, June 13, 1877, p. 101 ) 

Accepted, 

Restored Laborers, &c. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, glvmg a further list of laborers 
who have been reinstated, after an absence of three days with

out the authority of the Board. 
(Minutes, Deccember, 26, 1877, P 460.) 
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The PRESIDENT stated, that the laborers, &c., who were men
tioned were the men who were put on half time by order of the 

Board, and some of whom had worked for Mr. C. Ryan, in 
ereding the skate houses in Central Park, by permission of the 

Board, and that both the Superintendent of Parks, ana the 

Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards 

had acted in the matter in accordance with instructions from 
him. 

(Minutes, Oct. 31, Nov. 21, Dec. 5, 1877, pp. 371), 406 and 426.) 

Commissioner WERMAN then offered the following resolu
tion : 

Resolved, That the Disbursing Clerk be directed to allow 
the time returned by Superintendents Munckwitz and North 
for the men recently restored by them without authority, up to 
this date. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said resolution be amended by 
inserting the words, " under them," after the word" men," and 
striking out the following words, "recently restored by them 
without authority." 

The PRESID:!<)NT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion to amend said resolution, and it was de
termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as f0110ws : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Wenman-I. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution as amended, and it was deter
mined inthe affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

Harlem River Bridges. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the cost 

of maintainiug the bridges over Harlem River, for the year 
1878. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, January IS, 1878, p. 498.) 
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Mt. St. Vincent, Casino and Dairy. 

From Mr. C. Ryan, licensee for the sale of refroshments in 
Central Park, stating that the inside of the buildings at Mt. 
St. Vincent, the Casino, and the Dairy, need to be repaired and 

painted; and offering to have the same done, and pay the cost 

thereof, j£ allowed credit £01' the amount from the fees payable 
under his license. 

Re£erred to the Superiutendent of Parks £01' his report. 

J. B. Ferris. 

From Mr. J. B. Ferris, gatekeeper, applying to be promoted 

to the position of sergeant. 

Filed. 

Audit. 

Commissioner WENlIfAN, Chairman o£ the Auditing Com

mittee, presented the following report: 
The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they 

have examined and audited the following bills, and submit the 
same to the Board for approval: 

Angell ill Blake Mfg. Co., heating and 

ventilating ........................ Museum of Art .. . 

Bell, T., harness repairs .............. Malnt. 23d and 

24th Wards, 

1877 ......... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ..... , ...... :Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards, 

1877 ......... . 

Museum of Nat. 

'History ...... . 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, Dec .... " ... HarlemR. B. Rep., 

Imp. and :rtIaint. 

1877 ......... . 

Decker, Thompson \V., milk, Dec ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. ill P., 1877 ... 

Devlin, Jno. B., labor and materials .... Receiving basin, 

N. E. cor. Lin. 

coIn Ave and , 
135th St ...... 

$800 00 

3 60 

33 99 

32 21 
66 23 

60 00 

7 44 

USO 00 
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Devlin, Jno. B., enlarging ash pit ...... Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

Ehrichs, J. L., meat, vegetables and tal-

low ............................... Maint. aud Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877. $252 50 

Mmeum of Art... 4 32 

Faure, Alfred, plants .....••............ City Parks Imp. 

Fuud ...•... '" 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, Dec ..... " Maint. aud Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Harlem R. B. Rep., 

Irnpt. and Maint. 

1877 .....•...• 

Harlem Gas Light Co., meter gas ....... Muint. a"d Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Horton, James &; Co., gates ............ HarlemR. B. Rep., 

Impt. and M'int., 

1877 ....•••... 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses .....•...... Malnt. and Govmt. 

$12 50 

50 00 

P. and P., 1877. $89 17 

Maint. 23d &; 24th 

Wards, 1877 ... 

Mus. Nat. History, 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .•••..•... 

Manhattan Gas Light Co., gas meter .... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Mott, J. L., iron work, iron rivets, and 

wheels ............................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Harlem R. B. Rep. 

Impt., &; Maint., 

1877 .....•...• 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., G as Dec ..... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1871. 

N. Y. Gas Light Co., gas, Dec .......... Maint and Govt. 

P. IIIld P., 1877, 

14 75 

4 25 

75 

$9 17 

89 80 

212 00 

256 82 

90 00 

62 150 

42 34 

260 00 

108 92 

17 28 

98 97 

4 38 
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N. Y. Gas Light Co., meter gas ......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, Dec .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., meter, gas. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

N. Y. & N. J. Globe Gas Light Co., gas, 

Dec .............................. }faint and Govt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Rae, Thomas, rent .................... Survey'g and lay-

ing out, &c.,Sts., 

23d and 24th 

WardB, 1877 ... 

Seaman, .John A., screws and nails ..... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Scott, D,. flsh ............ , ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Taylor, A. J., newspapers .....•••..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Van Horn & Fogazzi, painting ......... Mus. Nat. History, 

Wheatley, R. R., oats and hay ......... Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards. 

1877 ......... . 

Woolman, G. S., card board ............ Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d 

& 24th Wards, 

1877 ••........ 

Young, Chas. C., bread ••.......•...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 1877. . . $1,457 48 

Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, 1877............. 92 35 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement, and Mainte· 

nance, 1877 ........... " .......................... . 

Surveying, Laying-out, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, 1877 ... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ••••.••.••...•.•••••••••• 

459 80 

119 00 

90 'F! 

72 

817 50 

37 50 

230 88 

100 00 

21 65 

12 09 

12 56 

100 00 

40 01 

19 00 

li8 80 

$3,522 19 

~ 

1 

J 

. , 



.. 

r 
! 

) 
I 

January 9, 1878.] 511 

Museum of Art .••.......... " .... " •... " . " .•..•... 

Museum of Natural History ........................... . 

Receiving Basin, N. E. cor. Lincoln Ave. and 135th St ... . 

804 32 

:148 49 

150 00 
---- $3,522 19 

Amounting in: the aggregate to the sum of thirty-five hundred and twenty-two 

dollars and nineteen cents. 
(Signed) J AS. F. W ENMAN, } .Auditing 

SAM. J. CONOVER, Committee. 
NEW YORK, January, 9, 1878. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the prices charged by Mr. T. J. 
Crombie for lumber, were too high, and that offers had been 
made to him to furnish lumber at lower price8. 

Commissioner WENMAN sL~ed that the prices c11arged by 
Mr. Crombie for the severa! kinds of lumber required were fair 

and reasonable; and he moved that Mr. Crombie's bills be 
approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 1ll 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioner:" Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Martin-l. 

The above mentioned bills having then been read and 
passed On separately, Commissioner Wonman moved that the 

Board now approve them, and lhat the Secretary be directed 

to transmit them to the Finance Der>a\'~!lJ'ut for payment. 
The PRESIDENT pa~ t}l:C :;~18~EO:l) iyll:cthcr tho Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the m'lmber8 of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wen man, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Police Trials. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had examined the 
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following charges against the undermentioned members of the 

police force, viz. : 

Patrolman Hugh Downey, neglect of duty. 

" James :McCarthy, " " 
Night-watchman Henry Bouten, insubordination. 

" "FranciE! Branagan, absent without leave. 

That he found that the officers had, in each case, a reason

able excuse, and he recommended that the charges be dis

missed. 
Commissioner CONOVER moved that said report be accepted, 

and the recommendation therein be adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

Ladies' Cottages. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had suspended the 
order of the Board of the 5th inst., directing the ladies' cot

tages, situate on Washington Square and on Central Park at 
Sixth Avenue and One hundred and tenth Street, to be closed. 

(Minutes, Ja.uuary 5th, 1878, p. 498.) 

Meeting in Tompkins' Square. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had granted permission for 

the meeting in Tompkins Square on the 8th instant, and also 
had a small platform erected for the use of the speakers. 

(Minutes, January 5, 1878 p. 499.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved. 

Adopted. 

~ 
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I 
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Wm. R. King,land. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the action of the Board 

at the last meeting, dispensing with the services of William R. 
Kingsland, Clerk, be reconsidered. 

(Minutes, January 5, 1878 p. 489.) 

Adopted. 
Commissioner WETMORE then moved, that Mr. William R. 

Kingsland, Clerk, be l'einstated, and that his salary be, and 

hereby is, fixed at $1,000 for the year 1878, and that same be 
charged to the appropriation for salaries. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it. was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, 

-4 

By-Laws. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that a committee be appointed 

to propose the alteration or the repeal of, any or all of the 

By-Laws. 
(Minutes, June 6, 1877, p. 96.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
therGof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, W enman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT then appointed Commissioners Wenman and 
Conover such committee. 

E. P. North. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the opportunity allowed 
Mr. E. P. North, Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards, of making an explanation in reference 
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to his proposed removal, be adjourned until Wednesday, the 

16th inst., at eleven o'clock A. M. 

(Minutes, January 5, 1878, p. 498.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore-3. 
No-Oommissioner Oonover-I. 

F. L. Olmsted, Geo. C. Coffin, H. A. Martin. "Ym. D. Beall. 

Oommissioner VYENMAN moved that the opportunity allowed 

Mr. F. L. Olmsted, Mr. George O. Ooffin, Mr. H. A. Martin and 

Mr. Wm. D. Beall, of making an explanation, in regard to their 

proposed removale, be adjourned 'until Wednesday, the 16th 
inst., at eleven o'clock A. M. 

(Minutes, January 5,1878, p. 492.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover 

-4. 

Edward L. Parkes, Edward Darke, John Dolan, S. H. Conklin. 

Oommissioner WENMAN offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Edward L. Parkes, Edward Darke, John 

Dolan and Sidney H. Conklin be appointed gate-keepers 
on the police force of the Department, when the Police 
Surgeon has examined them and reported favorably upon 
them. 

(Millutes, January 5, 1878, p. 495.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 

-4. 

r 
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High Bridge Park Hotel 

The PRESIDENT presented an acconnt of expenditnres by the 

lessee of High Bridge Park Hotel in improvements and main

tenance of the hotel and grounds in pursuance of the terms of 

the lease, and moved that it be referred to the Auditing Com

mittee, to examine and audit. 
(Minutes, October 25, 1876, p. 379, und December 19, 1877. p. 452.) 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDEN'l' stated that the 'rreasurer of the American 

Museum of Natural History had preseClted a bill amounting to 

$3,589.88 for work alleged to have been done, and paid for by 

him, in the establishing and equipping of the Museum build

ing. That said bill contains three items, as follows: $750, 

salary oJ' Mr. A. S. Bickmore; $750, salary of Mr. R. P. Whit

field (both regular emploJe3 of the American Museum of 

Natural HistOl'Y); and $150.73 for a map purchased from 

Mfssrs. B. Westerman & Co, to illustrate the geological speci

mens of the collections of the American Museum of Natural 

History. That these items cannot be properly charged to the 

fund for establishing and equipping the Museum building. 

The PRESIDEN'.r then moved that said bill, when said three 

items are deducted from it, and when audited, be allowed as a 

charge against the fund for the Astablishing and equipping the 

Museum of Natural History building. 

The PRESIDEN'.r put the qne,.,tion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it W<1S determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes- Commissioners Martin, Wenman, Wetmore, Conover 
-4. 

Stands for sale of ]'ruit, &:c., on the Battery. 

The PRESIDENT stated that' the several persons who had 
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stands on the Battery prior to November 1st, 1877, and who 
were removed on that date by order of the Board on August 

29th, 1877, have made application to be allowed again to place 

their stands on the Battery. 
(Minutes, October 24th, 18~~, p. 359.) 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that the previous action of 
the Board be confirmed, and that said stands be not allowed to J 

be placed on the Battery. 
Adopted. 

Gilbert Elevated Railway Company. 

The PRESIDENT reported that the Gilbert Elevated Railway 
Company had commenced to lay foundations for their road at 
Sixth avenue and Fifty-ninth stl'eet apparently with the inten

tion of encroaching on the sidewalk of the Central Park, and 

that he had given instructions to the Lieutenant to prevent 
their doing so. 

Commissioner WENMAN moved that it be referred to the 
President with power to take all necessary action to prevent 

the Gilbert Elevated Railway Oompany from encroaching on 
the Central Park sidewalk at Fifty-ninth street. 

(Minutes, September 12th, 18~7, p. 264,) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 16th in st. at 9:15 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary, D. P. P. 
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,SArrURDAV, JANUARY HUb, 1818. 

SPECIAL MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A.. M. 

'The Board met pursuant to the followlllg call : 

'lII&. W ... I'RWIN, 

Secretary: 

NEW YORK, January 10, 18'78. 

$"11',- Please call a special meeting of the Board, for Saturday morning, 12th 
'iIMt.. at 9: 15, to trallsact such business as may be presented for consideration. 

Respectfully, 
(Sig,~ed) JAMES F, WE~MA~, 

SAML. Co~ovEa, 
Commissioners D. P. P. 

Present-Commissioner WERMAN, 

" WETMORE. 

A quorum not being present, the Board adjourned without 
litausaeting any business. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D, p. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANU "-RY. 16th, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:15 O'CLOOK A. M. 

Before calling the roll, the Secretary read the following ap

pointment of Smith E. Lane, Esq., as Commissioner in pla,ce 

of William R. Martin, Esq , whose term of office had expired. 

CERTIFICATE OF ApPOINTMENT. 

MAYOR'S OFFICE, t 
City of New York. f 

I, Smith Ely. Jr .. Mayor of the City of Nelv York, By virtue of the power con
ferred by Section 25 of Chapter B~5 of the Laws of 187:;, being "An Act to 
reorganize the local govornment of the Oity of New York," do hfll'eby appoint, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Board of Aldermen, 

SMITH EDWARD LANE 

to be a member of the Department of P,lblic Parks, for a full term, from the first 
day of May, 1877, in place of William R. Martin, whose term has expired. 

And in pursuance of said power, I do h81"8by issue this certificate of appoint
ment, and have caused the seal of the Mayoralty to be affixed hereto, this tenth 
day of January, 1878. 

[SEAL,] (Signed.) SMITH ELY, Jr., 
Mayor of the City of New York. 

The roll was then called, and there were 

Presen t--Commissioner W ENMAN. 

" ,WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

LA~m. 

On motion of Commissioner Lane, Commissioner Wet

more took the chair. 
Minutes. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the niuth IlJlld 

twelfth iusta., were then rea,d and approved. 
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Ell'eti on of Officers. 

Conl1Di~sioner LME then moyed that the Board do now pro

ceed to elect by ballot, a President. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner WETMORE, the Chairman, appointed Commis

sioner Wenman teller. 
The ballot for President then proceeded, and the teller an

nounced the result, as follows: 
For Commissioner 'Yenman-S. 

For Commissioner IV etmore-I. 

Commissioner 'VETMORE then left the chair, which was 

occupied by the President. 
Commissioner LANE moved that the Board do now proceed 

to elect by ballot, a Treasurer. 

Adopted. 
'rhe PRESIDENT appointed Commissioner Conover teller. 

The ballot for Treasurer then proceeded, and the tellel' 

announced the resu~t, as follow,: : 

For Commissioner Lane--4. 

The following communications were then presented and 

read. 

H. B. Dodworth. 

From the COMPTROLLER of the city, stating that a bill due to 

Mr. H. B. Dodworth, for music furnished at Central Park and 

other places, during 1873, amounting to $620, is still unpaid. 

That the balance of the appropriation for the Maintenance and 

Government of Parks and Places, &c., for 1873, unexpended is 
~3':6, and fjr 1874, $3,937.04; and recommending that the 

.Jepartment request the Board of Estimate and Apportion

ment to transfer a sufficient amount from the appropriation for 
1874, to enable Mr. Doc1worth's bill to be paid, 

(Minutes, August l5, 1877, p. 230.) 

The PRESIDE!\T then offered the following resolution: 

J 
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Resolved, That the Boarel of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, requested to transfer the sum of $284 from 
the appropriation for "Maintenance and Government of Parks 
and Places, &c.," 1874, for the purposes of which it is not 
required, to the appl'opriation for" Maintenance and Govern
ment of Parks and Places, &c.," 1873, which is insufficient. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolutiJn, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner "\Venman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Broadway, 24th Ward. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 

Department to the condition of Broadway about 500 feet north 

of Church Street in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards for his report. 

Welsh Street. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 

the resolution of the Board of Aldermen, requesting that Welsh 

Street, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, be extended easterly to 

Kingsbridge Road or Third Avenue, in wl'ich he states that 

the only advantage to be gained by the extension would bG the 

shortening of the distance to the Public School for some of the 

residents east of the railroad, about four hundred feet. The 

disadvantages of the extension would be that it wonld create a 

crossing of the railroad at grade, at a point where the street 

would frequently be obstructed by the trains that stop at :Ford. 

ham and' by the reight cars on the siding, and that a crossing 

at this point would always be dallgerous. 
(Minutes, January 9th, 1878, p. 502.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the President be 



522 ( Wednesday, 

requested to inform the Board of Aldermen of the disadvan

tages of the extension asked for. 

Adopted. 

Steam Transit Rontes in the 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, recommending 
that the Department take action upon the mn,p or plan for ) 

local steam transit routes in the Twenty-third and Twenty-
fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, March 21,1877, P 693.) 

Oommissioner LA:\E then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks, under and by yirtue of the powers conferred 
nyon them by Ohapter 604 'of the LawR of the State of New 
1'01:1, of 1874, passed June 5, 1074, do hereby layout the roads 
deSIgnated by red color on a certain map, entitled" Routes for 
Local Steam Transit in the Twenty-third and 'Twenty-fourth 
'Vardsof NewYorkOity," dated "20th March,ltl77,"andsigned 
"J . • T. R. Uroes, Oiyil and Topographical Engineer," and "Fred. 
Law Olmstecl, Landscape Architect," and do hereby designate 
and direct James F. Wenman, the President of said Depart
nlent, to certify and file maps showing the location, width, 
course, windings and grades of said roads, as provided by said 
Ohapter 604 of the Laws of 1874, and do direct that on said 
maps such roads be de~jgDatec1 as streets of the first class, in 
accordance with the provisions of Ohapter 4:)6 of the Laws of 
] 876, passed JUDe 2d, 187G. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tiYe, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Oommissioners vr enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards. 

}<'rom the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 

three similar maps prepared for filing, of the roads, avenues, 
&c., in the district west of Jerome A venue and south of the 

" 

\ 
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road leading from Mosholu to Williams Bridge in the Twenty

fourth Ward, as heretofore directed by the Board. 
(Minutes, May 23, 1877, p. 56.) 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That James F. Wenman, President of the Board of 
Commisflioners of the Department of Public Parks be, and he 
hereby is, designated and directed to certify and file, in accord
ance with law,the three similar maps or plans entitled "Map,with 
"field notes "and explanatory remarks showing the location, width, 
" course, windings and classification of streets, roads and ave
" Dues, and public parks or places in Kingsbridge, Fordham 
"Heights and Boscobel, in the Twenty-fourth Ward of the 
" City of New York, hid out and classified, and discontinued 
"and closed by the Commissioners of the Department of 
" Public Parks of the Oity of New York; in pursuance of the 
"provisions of Chapter 60-1: of the Laws of 1'174, passed Jane 
"5th, 187!, and Chapter 435 of the Laws of 1876, passed June 
"2d, 1876," dated, " New York, J anu,try 7tb, 1tl78," and siglled 
" J. J. R. Croes, Civil and 'J.lopographical Engineer Department 
"Pabli0 Parks," and" Fred. Law. Olmsted, Landscape Archi·. 
"tect Department of Public Parks;" the said streets, roads 
and avenues and classification of the same, and the said public 
parks and places, and the discontinuing of streets being snch 
as to the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
seem most conducive to the public good. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma_ 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Harlem River BridgeR' 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer and the Super

intendent of Parks, reporting upoIi the repairs which are 

necessary to the Central, rl'hird Avenue and other hridges over 

Harlem River. 
(Minutes, January 9th, 1878, p. 507.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks he 

directed to have the two fixed spans of the Central Bridge 

repaired under the supervision of the Civil and Topographieal 

Engineer, and at a cost not exceeding $250. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma- .p 

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the num

ber of laborers, mechanics, &c., that can be discharged with

out detriment to the proper maintenance of the parks. 
(Minutes, .Tanuary 5th, 1878,13 498.) 

Laid over. 

Mount St. Vincent, Casino, Dairy, &c. 

From the Superintendent of Parks. reporting upon the sub
ject of the repairs to Mount St. Vincent, the Casino and the 

Dairy in Cevtral Park, and stating that the following are re

quired, viz. : 

Mount St. Vincent-Painting and papering a number of 

rooms on the principal fioor, and repairing the blinds, &c., at an 

estimated cost not exceeding $150. 

The Casino-Cleaning all the ceilings and walls of the 

refreHhment rooms and painting the same and the woodwork 

with one coat, at an estimated cost not exceeding $225. 

The Dairy-Painting the walls and ceilings of the refresh

ment roomt:l at an estimated cost not exceeding $75. 

'fhe Refreshment House at the Arsenal-Painting, at an 

estimated cost not exceeding $50. 

j 

(Minutes, January 9th, 1878, p. 508.) / __ : 
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Commissioner CONOVER moved that permission be given to 1\Ir 

Columbus Ryan, licensee for tbe saJe of refreshments in Cenha,l 

Park, to have tht) repairs made at Mount St. Vincent, the 

Casino, the Dairy an 1 tbe R"il'esbment Honse at the Arsenal, 

as recommended by the Superintendent of Parks, under his 

supervision, and at a cost not exceeding the amounts men

tioned in his report, and that sa:d amounts, when paid by 1\'11'. 
Ryan, be credited to him on account of the moneys accruing 

to the Department under his agreement, as heretofore provided. 
(Minutes, Dee. 5, 1877, p. 426.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

James Geoghegan. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding the applica

tion of Jamos Geoghegan, a laborer, to be restored to work, he 

having been absent on account of sickness for more than three 

days. 

Commissioner CONOVER m.oved that said James Geoghellan 

be restored to work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 

in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

E. L. Parkes, E. Darke, J. Dolan. 

From the Pol}ce Surgeon, reporting upon his examinatiull of 

the following applicants for the position of gate-keepers l viz. ; 
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Edward L. Parkes, Edward Darke and John Dolan, by which 

it appears that all are in a satisfactory condition for admission 

to the police force, except that Edward Darke is over the age 

limited by the action of Board on the 19th January, 1874. 
(Minutes, January 9, 1878, p. 514.) • 

Oommissioner WET"fORE moved that said reports be accepted 

and that Edward L. Parks and John Dolan be, and hereby are, F 

appointed gate-keepers. 

'l'he PHESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-OommissionersWenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Sewer at Railroad Avenue, 23d '.Vard. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twellty

fourth Wards, reporting that a sewer on Railroad Avenue, in 

Twenty-third Ward, has caved in and that he has now no men 
under him to repair it. 

(Minutes, January 5, 1878, p. 498.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have said sewer repaired, and also some holes which 

are in Jerome Avenue, and that for the purpose he detail two 
men from the parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

George C. Coffin. 

From Mr. George C. Ooffin, Assistant Sec!,etary, resigning 

his position from and after February 1st, 1878. 
(Minl.ltes, Janl.lary 9tl+, 18'1$,14 b14.) 

to 
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Commissioner LANE moved that Mr. Coffin's resignation 
be accepted, and that his salary be fixed for the month of 
January, 1878, at the rate of $1,800 per annum. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as {oHows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

F. L. Olmsted. 

From Mr. Dwight R. Olmstead, forwarding copies of certain 
resolutions in reference to the proposed removal of Mr. F. L. 
Olmsted, Landscape Architect, which were adopted by the Ex
ecutive Committee of the West Side Association. 

(Minutes, January 9,1878, p. 514.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be received 
and filed, and that said resolutions be printed in the minutes. 

Adopted. 
The following are the resolutions: 

At a meeting of the Executive Oommittee of the West Side Association, held 
at No. 50 Wall Street, January 12, 1878, the following resolutions were unan· 
imously adopted: 

Resolved, That this Association has heard, with great concern, of the proposed 
removal of Mr. Frederick I"aw Olmsted from the position which he has 80 long 
and creditably occupied as the Superintendent of the Bureau of De-ign of the 
Department of Public Parks. 

Re.'olved, That the interests of the city, and of the We,t Side property owners, 
imperatively demand that :\11'. Olmsted be retained to supervise and direct the 
completion of the improvements now being made on the West Side, and espe
cially the constrnction of Riverside and Morningside Parks and Avenues upon the 
plans designed by him and adopted by the Department, and on which he has 
bestowed so mnch attention and skill. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the Department of Public 
Parks. 

(Signed) FRANOIS M. JENOKS, 

Secretary. 

From the Ron. :William Dorsheimer, the .. :Rev. HeuryW. 

Bellows and Wm. a .. Ho.,QlilWll, Esq', in refefeUCfJ to the 8~~ 
subject. 

Filed. 
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Offices. 

From ~Ir. Charles Place, Secretary of the New York Mutual 
Gas Light Company, offering to rent to the Department the 
offices which it now occupies, for $3,000 per annum. 

(Minutes, January 5, 1878, P 497.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that it be referred to the 
President to examine and report upon the subject of offices ) 
for the use of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Hyacinth Bulbs. 

From Messrs. August Rolker & Sons, offering to donate to 
the Department one thousand Dutch Hyacinth Bulbs, if they 
are planted in Central Park nea.r Fifth Avenue and }1'ifty
ninth Street. 

Accepted. 

Appl cations. 

The following applications were received and ordered to be 
filed: 

From Mr. Jacob Voelpel, for a position on the police force. 
FroUl Mr. W. H. Abell, " " " " .. 
From Mr. Wm. Duggan, .. 
From Mr. David Crocheron for employment. 

Audit. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following report of the Audit
ing Committee: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Am. Dist. Telegraph Co., rent and ser· 

vices ..................•• " .•..... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

f!rplllb~e! Tho1ll88 ~ •• ~l.1m~ ••• ~ / •••••• Maint. and Govmt.. 

P, ~P,; ~67'l, 

$2849 

II 
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Cooper, Hewitt & Co., wire ............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Devlin, J. E., labor and materials .....• Sewer in 3d Ave. 

and 43d Street. 

Martin, G. M. C. & Sons, feather dusters, Maint. !\nd Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plnmbing ma-

terials ........................... Museum Nat. Hist. 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treas., coal, Mus. N. 

Rist .................. , ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.and P .•.•... 

Morgan, J. Pierpont. Treas., petty ex-

penses, Mus. N. Hist ....... '" ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, corn, &c. , .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Strippel & Son, cases ................. MuseumNat. Hist. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1817 $828 98 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. .. ..... 1,391 09 

Museum of Natural History ... , ........................ 3,063 30 

Sewer, Third Avenue and Oue Hundred and Forty-third St. 1,095 62 

9 01 

1,095 62 

14 86 

1 ISO 

1,000 00 

683 44 

876 23 

3,061 80 

$6.378 99 

--- $6,378 99 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of sixty.three hundred and seventy

e~ht dollars and ninety-nine cents. 

(Si~d.) 

New York, January 16th, 1878. 

JAB. F. WENMAN, I Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, \ Committee. 

The above-mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the PUEsIDEN'r moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said. motion, and it was determined in the affil'ma· 
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tive, a majority of all the members ofthe Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayc.s-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The late Treasurer presented the following report, which was > ~ 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Depa,·tment of Public Parks in account wit" 

Jame .• F. Wenman, Treasurer. 

CR. 

1877-'78. 

Dec. 19. By balance....... . . . .. . .......... . 

nee. 19 } 
to " cash received from pound and sundries ..... 

Jan. 16. 

Dec. 19 ~ 
to 

Jan. 16. 

DR. 

To cash paid into City Treasury ........... . 

$10 00 

38 04 

$10 00 

Jan'y 16. " balance............................. 38 04 

$48 04 

$48 04 

(Signed) JAMES F. WENMAN, 

Trea.mrer D. P. P. 

New York, Wednesday, January 16, 1878. 

9.30 A. M. 

By-Law". 

The PRESIDENT, the Chairman of the Special Committee to 

propose the alteration or the repeal of any or all of the By

Laws, presented a report, recommending certain amendments. 
(Minutes, January 9, 1878, p. 513.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said report be received and 

laid over until the next meeting. 

Adopted. 

Treasurer's Accounts. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

ReljOlved, That Oommissioner Oonover be, and hereby is, 
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appointed a committee of one 
accounts of the Treasurer from 
i~cluding January 16th,1878. 

to examine and audit the 
July 31st, 1877, up to and 

(Minutes, Oetober 3, 1877, p. 319.) 

'Adopted. 

F. L. Olmsted, E. P. North, H. A. Martin, Wm. D. Beall. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the opportunity allowed 

Mr. F. L. Olmsted, Mr. E. P. North, Mr. H. A. Martin and Mr. 
W m. D. Beall, of making an explanation, in regard to their 

proposed removal, be adjourned until Wednesday, the 23d 
mst .. at eleven o'clock, A. M. 

(Minutes, January 9,1878, p. 514.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of aU the members of the Board voting in ~avor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 

Ladies' Cottages. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the action of the Board, 
on the 5th inst.,dii·ecting two ladies' cottages to be closed, be 
reconsidered. 

(Minutes, January 9, 1878, p. 512.) 

Adopted. 

Commissioner CONOVER then moved that the ladies' cottages 

situate on Washington Square, and on Central Park at Sixth 
Avenue and One hundred and tenth Street, be opened as here
tofore. 

'The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the memberi3 of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as· follows: 

Ayes-Commi,;sioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the penalties for the non-
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completion of the work of constructing Riverside Avenue on 

or before the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the 

contract, be remitted up to 1st day of January, 1878. 
(Minutes December 15, 1877, p, 442.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners ,,7 enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

--4. 

RiverEide Avenue. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following preamble and reso
lution: 

Whereas, W 1l1. R. "Martin, Esq., the late Presiclent of the 
Department, had under consideration the various questions 
connected Witll the contract for the improvement of River
side Avenue, and had almost completed his report upon the 
same. 

Resolved, That he be requested to complete his said report, 
and give the Department the benefit of his investigations at 
as early a day as practicable. 

(Minutes, December 15, 187'1, p. 442.) 

Adopted. 

Police. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Francis Branagan, "Micha61 R. Halpin, and 
Thomas Ryan, night watchmen, be, and hereby are, promoted 
to the position of patrolmen, for night duty; and that the 
seven laborers detailed by the Superintendent of Parks as night 
watchmen, be returned to their gangs, and that no more men be 
detailed for that purpose. 

(Minutes, April ~O, June 16 and Oct. 23,1875, pp. 689, 92 and 347, and 

Feb. 5, 1876, p. 605.) 

The PRESIDE:S-T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it WilS determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

.. 

> / 

.. 
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John Bozetti and Parker McCuen. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolntion : 

Resoh'ed, That John Bozetti and Parker McCuen, pulic:e 
tailors, be, and hfreby are, discharged. 

(Minute'R, .January i'i, lR78, p. 495.) 

TIHl PHESIDEN'r put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Boarel voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Standing Committees. 

The PRESIDENT appointed the following Standing Com
mittees: 

Commission WETMORE,} Executive 
" CONOVER, Oommittee. 

Commissioner LANE, } Aud,;ting 
" CONOVER, Oommittee. 

Concord A venne. 

The PRESIDENT presented an asssignment from Mr. Peter 

V. Clarke to Mr. Francis McCabe, of the contract for regulating 

and grading Concord Avenue, in the 'rwenty-third Ward, and 
he moved that it be referred to Commissioner Lane to examine 
and report upon. 

(Minutes, Dec. 19, 1877. p. 448.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of Commissioner Couover, the Board adjourned 
at 11:30 o'clock A. M., to meet on Saturday, the 19th instant, 

at 9;15 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

~VD.P.P. 
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SATURDA"lT

, JANUARY 19th, 1818. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 

CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 

the previous meeting of the 16th inst. was laid over. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report : 

The .Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Decker, Nicholas H. and Geo. W. Quin-

tard, labor and materials ............ Impt. and Const. 

Riverside Ave. $5,650 10 

$5,650 10 

Amounting to the sum of fifty-six hundred and fifty dollars and ten cents. 

NEW YORtt, January 19, 1878. 

(Signed,) SMITH E. LANE, t Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER. I Committee. 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 

the PRESIDENT moved that the Board now approve it, and that 
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the Seeretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance Depart
ment for pnyment. 

The PRESIDE~T put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor tbereof, as follows: 

Ayes.--Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Gilbprt Elevated Railway Co. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally, that he had notified the 
Gilbert Elemted Railway Company not to lay the foundations 

for the pillars of tlJeir road on the Central Park sidewalk at 

Fifty-ninth Street and Sixth Avenue, and that he lu~d instructed 

the Counsel to the Corporation to take the necessary rroceed

ings to prevent their doing so; and he moveLl that his action 
in the matter be approved. 

(Minutes, January 9,1878, p. 516.) 

Adopted. 

r 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 9:45 \ 
o'cloek, A. M., to meet on Wednesday the 2i3d iust., at 9:15 

o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

SeC1"elary D. P. P. 

\ 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

" 

The minutes of the previous meetings of the 16th and lGth 

.... insts. were read and approved. 

Museum of Natural History. 

Bridge and entrance porch, &c. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M., the Comptroller 
of the city entered, and the n1eeting being opened to the public 
the President, in the presence of the Comptroller and of such 
of the parties making proposals as desired to be present, 
opened the estimate box, and then and there publicly opened 
and read all estimates or proposals which had been rGceived in 
pursuance of advertisements duly published in the Oity Record 

for the following works, viz. : 

I.-A bridge and entrance porch to the Museum of Natural 

History building. 

II.--The tiler's work for said bridge and entrance porch. 
(Minutes, November 21, 1877, p. 398.) 

The following proposals were received; 
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I. 

BRIDGE AND ENTRANCE PORCH. 

1. George Fischer & Brother ...................... $5,538.00 
2. Mahony B.·others .•....•. _ ...•.••..•....•... '" 11,500.00 
3. Gibb dr O'Reilly ............................... 5.185.0" 
4. John McGuire .... , _ .•.•.... , .................. 6,587.110 
5. Morton & Chesley .••.•.•...........••......... 6.\'76.00 
6. John Kerb.v ........................... " ..... 7,280.00 
7. Austin Gibbins ..• " .•. , .•..••.....••.. , ....... 6.60000 
8. J. V. Donvau .......................... , ....... 6,381.UO 

II. 
TILERS WORK. 

1. ThomaR Aspinwall & Son ...•......•...•.•...••• $595.00 
2. Edward Boote..... ........................... 5.')0.00 
3. Miller & Coates .................. -' ............ 518.00 

The Oomptroller, the bidders and others who were present, 
then retired. 

The following communication were then presented and 
read: 

Gilbert Elevated Rail way Company. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows: 

Hon JAMES F. WENMAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
Office of the Counsel to the Corporation, 

NEW YORK, January 18, 1878. 

President oftlw Department of Public Parks: 
Sm,--I am in receipt of Y0ll!' lettel' of this date, in "hich you state that the Gil

bert Railt'oad Q.llnpany has laid the foundat.ions for its roull along Sixth Avenue, 
as far north as FifLy-ninth Street, and has attempted to place one of its pillars on 
the Centl'al Park sidewalk, on the north side of Fiftynillth St"eet, but hHS been 
stopped by the Park p"lice. acting under instructions of the Park Department. 
You also stat.e that, as you understand, the roule of said railroad is up Sixth 
Avenue t" Fifty-tlllrd STeet, turning' west thl'Oul1h th·,t street to Ninth Avenne, 
with a bmlll'h fl'Om Fifly-thir,l St"eet along- Sixth A venue to Fifty-ninth Street; 
and that if .his be so tbe Road is exceeding- its powers in crossing' Fifty-ninth 
Street to the north or Central Pa"k side. You alsO) state that the erection of a 
d~pot on the sid~walk at t he gateway of the Central Park w<>uld be a great, injury 
to t he Park, and you a.'e apprehen,,,-e that the Company will again endeavur to 
build its foundations on the sidewalk, ullless restrained by order of the cuurts, 
and you therefore request me to immediately take such steps asI may think most 
advisable to prevent such actbn on the part of the Company. 

.,},

" 

r 
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It seems to me that the views expressed in your letter, as to the right of the 
Gilbert Elevated Railway Cumpany to extend its road aero,;s Fifty-ni"th Street 
are correct. Undl'r the Act, Chapter 275 of the Laws of 1874. said Company was 
authorized to extend its road along' Sixth Avenue, from Fifty-third Stropt to 
:Fifty-ninth Street. The route of said road, fixed and determined by I he Rnpid 
Tran;;it Commi<sioners in 1875, was declared to be coincident with the ronte cov
ercd by the charter of the road, anl1 to include" an exten,ioll from the junction of 
.. Fifty-third Street through and along Sixth Avenue to Fifty-ninth Street." The 
right to construct its road to Fifty.ninth St reet does not authorize the Company 
to extend its road across Fifty-ninth Street, nor to use the sidewalk on tbe Central 
Park side for a depot. This seems to me to be so clear that 1 do not tbink the 
Company, in view of the action already had by the Pal'k Department, will be 
likely to renew the attempt to phwe their pillars on said sidewalk. 

It would not seem to admit of question, moreover, that under existing laws 
the Park l>epartment has such control over Fifty-ninth Strept as to authlll'izlJ it, 
by means of the police under its control, to prevent the erection therein of un
lawflll structures, and t) remove any that shall be placed therein; and any unlaw
ful digging up of saLi street will, 1 presum(l. make tbe pal·ties engaged in such 
work liable 10 arrest and punishment criminally. 

I respectfully suggest, therefore, that for the present the Department should 
instruct its police to prevent the e1TIployees of the railroad from intel'fel'illg with 
the sidewalk on the nOl'th side of Fifty-ninth Street, and if said employees per
sist in such intel'fecence to arrest them, and take them before a police Ul<1p;istrate. 
It seems to me that tbis is the only pJ'eventiyq measure which is necessary or 
advisable to take at the present time. If a civil action should be bruught, and 
an injunction applied for, it would be nccessill'y to give security in order to 
obtain such injunction. and this Department has herptofore foand it impracticable 
to give seeurity in such cases, as there is no provision of law in relation to the 
matter, and few persons are willing to become personally liable for the damages 
that might result where an injunction was grantcd on an application of the city. 
Unless there is some provisioll of law which I have not- discovered, the ofiit.:ers 
of the Gilbert Road will doubtless acquiesce in the view taken by the Depart
ment, and if thoro is any such provision, 01' if the officers of the road for any 
reason entertain a different view as to their rights, they will doubtless apply for 
an injunction to reotr'ain the DepartmenL from interfering with their employees 
and the question will tbm be brought before the courts. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully, 
(Signed,) W. C. WHITNEY, 

Oonnsel to the OOl,]!oration. 

(Minutes, January 19, 1878, p. 536.) 

Filed. 

F, Greiffenberg. 

From the Civil anel Topographical Engineer, requesting that 
the employment of ]\'[1'. F. Greifferberg, clraughtsman, be con
tinued during the illness of Mr. T. J. O'Sullivan, draughtsman. 

(~linutes, Januar'y 2, 1878, p. 475.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the employment of, 1\11', F, Greif
fenberg as a draughtsman be continued from the 15th instant, 

during the illness of Mr. T. J. O'Sullivan, or until the further 

order of the Board. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wal'ds, &c. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, giving a state

ment of the work done and in progress at this time, in charge 
of his office. 

Filed. 

W. B. Knight, Lewis K. Osborn. 

:From the Civil and Topograpbical Engineer, stating that Mr. 
William B. Knight had resigned his position as inspector upon 
the work of constructing drains near Fordham, in the Twtlnty
fourth Ward, and that it is necessary to have another in
spector appointed. 

(Minutes, August 15, 1877, p. 2;)0.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the resignation of Mr. William 
B. Knight be accepted, and that Mr. Lewis K. Osborn be ap
pointed inspector in his place, and that his pay be fixed at $3 
per day. 

(Minutes, December 5, 1877, p. 426.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore,. Conover, Lane-4. 

Museum, or Old Arsenal Building. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, complaining of 
the nuisance which still exists on account of the water-closets 
and urinals not having been removed from the basement of the 
Museum, or Old Arsenal building. 

) 

.. 
\. 

\ 
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Also from the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he 
had again examined said water closets and urinals, and had 

consulted with Mr. Pitt, plumber, and that they had come to 
the conclusion that they cannot be ventilated in a satisfactory 
manner in their present location. He also recommends that a 

. -\ frame building be erected at the rear of the bird-house, north 
of the Arsenal, to which building the water-closets and urinals 
should b~ removed, and he estimates the cost, including 
plumbing, at $700. 

} 
I 
( 

(Minntes, August 22, 187'7, p. 233.) 

Laid over. 

Urinal North of Arsenal. 

From Messrs. J. & S. Wormser, complaining of the annoy
ance caused to the residents on the east side of Fifth Avenue, 
between Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth Streets, by the shameful 
exhibition of parties using the water-closet in the rear of the 
refreshment house, north of the Arsenal. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the 
water-closet complained of is a " Scotch urinal," which is open 
at the top, and persons using it are somewhat exposed to view 
from the neighboring houses. That several arrests have been 
made by the police for obscene acts at this urinal, and recom
mending that it be removed to the frame house which he rec~ 
ommends to be built at the rear of the bird-house. 

Referred to the President. 

Patrick McCarthy. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding the applica
tion of Patrick McCarthy, laborer, to be restored, he having 
been absent, on account of sickness, for more than three days. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Patrick McCarthy be re
stord as a laborer. 

The PRESIDENT put the queli'tion whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Beard voting in favor 

thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners W enm'an, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

S. H. Conklin. 

From the Police Surgeon, reporting upon his examination of )~ 

Sidney H. Conklin, an applicant for the po~ition of gate-

keepfJr, by which it appears that he is in a sati::;factory condi-

tion for admission to the police force. 
plinutes, January 9, ]878, p. 514.) 

The PRESIDE~T stated that on the receipt of the report, on 

the 18th jnst., he had placed Mr. S. H. Conklin on duty, and 

he moved that he be appointed a gate-keeper from that date. 

The PllESIDE:.iT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it wns determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of tbe Board voting in hvor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
_.4:. 

Exchange of Swans and Pea Fowl. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that Mr. H. 
Strauch, Superintendent of Spring Groye Cemetery, Cincinnati, 

offers to exchange two or three pair of trumpeter swans for a 

like number of European swans. That the Department has 

only one trumpeter swan and twenty-three European swans. 

Also that J'l1r. rr. J. Crombie offers to give the Department $15 

worth of such animals as are most required in the menagerie, 

in exchange for one pair of pea fowl; and recommending that 

the exchange in both instances be authorized. 

The PHESIDE.NT moved that the Director of the Menagerie 

be authorized to make the exchange of two pair of swans, and 

also the exchange of the pea fowl, as recommended. 

Adopted. 
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Menagerie. 

From the Director of the M0nagerie, recommending that 
gutters be placed along the cages of the carnivorous animalE' 
in such a manner that a constant stream of water would :How 
through them and cany off the urine of the animals, and esti. 
mating the cost at about $150: 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have gutters of the description recommended by 
the Director of the Menagerie placed along said cages. 

The PRESIDENT put the queb'iion whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affimative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 1\7 enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Lewis Flock, Acting Sergeant. 

From the Lieutenant, asking permission to detail Acting 
Sergeant Lewis Flock o~ detective duty, in citizen's clothes, 
and that another officer be appointed to act as Sergeant in his 
place. 

Laid over. 
Broadway, 24th Ward. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, reporting upon the complaint of the Health De
partment, in relation to the condition of Broadway near Church 

Street, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, on account of the railing over 
Tibbitt's brook being broken, in which he states, that the 
branch of Tibbitt's brook, at this locality, is in no sense navi
gable, there being two bridges without draws between it and 
Spuyten Duyvil Creek, and though $:~ or $4 would make the 
repairs at the point indicated, any repairs made at that point, 
by this Department, would probably be made the basis for a 

( request to repair about 1,200 feet of railing along Broadway, 
at that locality. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 521.) 
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Commi::;sioner CONOVER moveel that the President be re
quested to notify the Health Department of the facts con

tained in the report of the Superintendent of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Warels. 

Adopted. 

Southern Boulevard. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards reporting that there is a dalJgerous hole in the 
Southern Boulevard near Hunt's Point Road. 

The PRESIDEI\T moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have said hole repaired, and that he detail two 

men for that purpose from the parks. 
The PRESIDEI\T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Boards voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

James Reilly. 

From Foreman Meehan, making application £01' a man to act 

as hostler in the stables. 

The PRESIDENT moved that James Reilly be appointed a 
laborer and assigned to duty in the stables. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ages-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

F. L. Olm~tec1. 

From Mr. T. A. Sawyer and one hundred and sixty-fh"e other 
tax payers and residents in the City of New York, as follows: \ 
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To the Commissioners of the Central Park: 

GE:-1TLEMEN:-The undersigned, iaxpa}'ers and residents in the City of New 
York. have heard with deep regret and apprehension of the proposed abolition of 
the Office of Design and Superintendence in tIlE' Central Park. and di,missal of 
Mr. F. L. Olmsted from the position of Architect·m-Chief. Of hi~ capacity as a 
landscape gardener, the park itsn]f, as well as tIll' Prospect Park in BI·ooklyn. of 
both of which he was in the main the desio'ne!" is sufficient proof. His reputa
tion is even more fully recognized if! Europe,'''where the art has been long culti
vated, than in this country, where it is compamtively ncw. His continued pl'O
fessional superintendence of his work we cannot help considering hi!!;hly desir
able, if not absolutely necessary, in view of the well known fact that the comple
tion of a design in landscape g'ardenin2; JI1ust wait on the slow work of N atul'e, 
and is constantly exposed to llnl{}()ked-fol' JI1oJjfication through her "ct;on, and 
requires a lon~ term of years, wherea.s in this case, it has been begun on a bare 
and banen tract of lund. 

In addition to this, however, it is not unnatural that we, as taxpayers, shonld 
ascribe the successful JI1ltnagement of the Park for the last twenty years largely to 
11r, OlmsteJ's connection with it during the greater part of that perio(1. No other 
enterprise in which the city has enga.2;ed, and on which tbe municipal funds have 
been spent ,ince 1860, has been c'llHllly satisfactory. The composition of the 
Commission llits been frequently chan2;ed, hut its members have never felt tbem
selves warJ'anted in di'IJellsing with :Mr. Olmsted's supervision, a fact which has 
given the public a feeling- of security about the Park which it is ou all grounds 
desirable to strengthen and pel'petuute, ,'Ie mean no disrespect, therefore, to the 
present members of your honorable body, when we say that, considering the un
certainty with which the conditions of city politics surround their tenUl'e of office, 
they would be assuming a serious responsibility in depriving the city of MI'. 
Olmsted's services. 01' leaving' it to any OIle who had not hims(,lf considerable 
knowl edge or experience of landscape gardening to decide when professional ad vice 
was needed. 

,Ye are all the bolder in urging these considerations because the present condi
tion of the city finances and of the city trade satisfies us that Ilothin2; which is 
likdy to attract ]>opulatic.n or wealth to our stt'eets can safely be neglected. 
Whatever New York loses in commerce or manufaetul'es by the competition of 
other places it must make up by tile inducements which it. oifel's as a place of re~
idence, and of the,e itsl'arks are, alllong the g'l'eatest. Anything- which threatens 
them, therefore, with neg'leeL deterioration, or mismanogement would be a fresh 
and seriou, aggravation of its recent misfortunes. ,Ye cannot heIr, therefore, 
protestin~ most earn,,,tly a):iuinst the notion that the saving of $4,500 a year by 
MI'. Olmsted's dismissal would be a I'eal Qt. wise economy. and we would earnestly 
and respectfnlly slIgg'est to yoUI' Board the consideration of other means of 
lessening your expenses by this amount. 

Filed. 

(Signed) S. A. SAWYER, 
3R West 25th St. 

(Here follow 165 other signatures.) 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 527.) 

Also from Mr. James Muhlenberg Bailey, in relation to the 
same subject. 

Filed. 
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Applications. 

The following applications werl3 received and ordered to be 

filed: 

From Mr. Lawrence Vau ~Wyck, for the position of Assistant Engineer. 
From Mr. C. D. Sturtevant, for the position of Clerk. 
}'rom Acting ::ll·rgeant Liebellau, for the position of Captain of Police. 
From MI'. BlackbUl'n B. Pew, for a pooitiun on the Police Force. 
From ~lr. Matthew Carr, " 
From Mr. William Leslie, 
From Mr. Richanl R. Moore, 
From Mr. }'rederick Smyth, on behalf of Mr .• Teremiah J. Morrissey, for employ 

ment. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee 

presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg lea.ve to report that they have 
exammed and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Beard for approval: 

Baker, Smith &; Co., heating and venti-

lating ........................... Mu;;eum Natural 

Histol'S ....... . ~3.160 00 

Crissey, Wm. V. &; Co., mustard and oil. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . I) 19 

Crombie, Thos. J., spruce plank ....•.•. ~Iaiot. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 33 00 

Egan, K. &; Co., waste ...•.••......... Museum of Art .. . I) 00 

Harmer, Hays &; Co., carriage materials. ~laint. and Govt. 

P. &;P ....... . 30 75 

Hoyt, J. B, &; Co., belting .....••••..... Maint; and Govmt. 

P.andP ...... 10 35 

Kelso Bros., coal. ............. '" .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 90 00 

Moffat, David &; Co., leather ........... l\1aint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 7 79 

Mott, J. L. Iron Works, stove and fix-

tures ............................ Harlem River B. 

Impt. &; Maint .. 22 1)0 

Pitt, W. A .• gas fitting ......•.... , .•. Museum of Nat. 

History ....... 24 25 

.\ , 

J 

I 
\ 
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Tucker, Luther &- Son, subs. to Country 

Gentleman ••• ..................... Maint. and Gov't. 

P. &-P •••••••• 

Watson Mfg. Co., iron and labor ........ Museum Natural 

History .•.... 

Wetmore &- Co., iron .....•............ Maint. and Govt. 

P. &-P., ...... . 

REC APITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places .•..... 

Harlem River Bridges, RepairH, Impt. and Maint ........ . 

Museum Natural History ........................... .. 

Museum of .Art ••..••...... " .................... " .. . 

$19280 
22 60" 

5,492 25 

5 00 

2 50 

2,308 \10 

13 22 

$5,'112 55 

--- $5,712 lSI> 

.Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifty-seven hundred and twelve dol

lars and fifty-five cents. 

(Sgd.) SMITH E. LANE, t Auditing 
S,wL. CONOVER, f Committee. 

New York, January 23d, 1878. 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board £01' approval: 
Jones'" McQuade, earth filling ........ Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards, 1877, 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ....... Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards, 1877, 

McDonald, W., carting ................ Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards, 1877, 

Tysen, David, J., Jr., cabbage ........ Maint. and Govmt 

P. & P,l~77 ... 

Tone, Theo. F., cOllI •••••••••.••••••• "Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. & 

H.,., ....... ",. 

$36 50 

16 30 

9 60 

30 87 

lEi ISO 

,109 77 
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RECAPITULATION 

~faintenance and GoYernment, Pal ks and Places, 187'7. 

Harlem River Brid~es, repairs, impt. and IlHliut,. ~877 .. 

$47 37 
65;-40 

$109 '1'1 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of one hundred and nine do)lal's and f 
.eventy-seven cents, 

(Signed) S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
SAML, CONOVER, I Cnmmittt4, 

New York, January 23d, 1878. 

The above'mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do nowap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of. all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, -Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Concord Avenue, 

CommiHsioner LANE, to whom was referred the assignment 

from Mr. Peter V. Clarke to Mr. Francis McCabe of the con

tract for grading, &c., Concord Avenue, verbally reported tlut 
he had examined said assignment, and that as it and the COll

sents ()£ the sureties endorsed on it, were similar to the previous 

assignment and consents to Mr. Peter V. Clarke, which the 
Counsel to the Corporation had approved of, he recommended 

that the following preamble and resolution be adopted, namely: 
Whereas, The contract for regulating and grading Concord 

Avenue, awarded by the Trustees of Morrisania to James Fin· 
negan, has been heretofore assigned to and vested in Peter 
V. Clarke; and 

Wlwf'eas, S&.id feter V. Clarke has, by instrurqe:p,t bearin~ 
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date the 10th day of January, 1878, assigned said contract to 
Francis McOabe, 

Re80lved, that the said Francis McOabe be, and hereby is, 
allowed and directed, as the assignee of said contract, to pro
ceed with and complete said work. 

(Minntes Jan. 16, 1878, p. 533.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that said report be accepted, and said 
preambles and resolution adopted by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put t.he question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane~i1. 

Commissioner's' Badge. 

The PRESIDENT moved that a badge for Commissioner Lane 
be authorized to be purchased. 

The PREsmE~T put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in t4e affimative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Gonover, Lane-:-4. 

Police Station. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the subject of making a 
telegraphic connection between police station in Central Park 

and the Nineteenth Precinct Station be referred to the Presi

dent to report uron. 
Adopted. 

C. Bernhard, H. Reilly, J. Fagan, A. Klein. 

The PRESlDENT moved that. Gatekeepers Charles Bernhard, 
Hugh Reilly, John PaganI an.3. Adolph Klein, be promoted to 
the position of patrolmen. 

(Minutes January 5, 1878, p. 495.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board w{JulJ 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

..dyes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 
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John Corcoran. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Lieutenant John Corcoran be, and he is here

by, promoted and appointed to the rank of Captain of Police, 
and that his pay be fixed at the rate of$1,600 per annum. 

(Minut('~, February 3 and March 5, 18'75, pp. 50'7 and 559.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Bill for Construotion Funds. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to prepare a bill 

to be sent to the Legislature for an appropriation in aid of the 
construction work of this Department, and a suitable memorial 
stating the reasons for its passage. 

Adopted. 

Maintenance and Oonstruction Works. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be requeeted to prepare a full 

statement in writiug of the present maintenance work of the 
Department and what shall be proceeded with, and what laid 
over during the present year, and also what works of construc
tion should be proceeded with, and what amount of money will 
be required tllerefor, the same to be reported in detail. 

Adopted. 

Julia Malone, Mary Bergen. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Julia Malone and Mary Bergen, 
the ladies' maids employed in the cottages on Washington 
Square and on the Central Pat·k at One hundred and tenth 
Street and Sixth Avenue, be allowed pay on the next pay roll 
for such time as they lost on accouni of their cottages being 
closed for a few days subsequent to the 5th instant. 

(Minutes, January 16, 18'7'7, p. 631.) 

·1 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the n:embers of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane, 
-4. 

Edward Darke. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the action of the Board on' 
the 19th January, 1874, fixing the age of applicants for ad
mission to the police force at from twenty-five to forty years of 
age, be suspended in the case of Edward Darke, and that he 

be appointed a gate keeper. 

(Minutes January 16, 1878, p. 525.) 

The PnEsIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Senate and Assembly Bills. 

The PRESIDENT moved that he be authorized to make ar
rangements for supplying the Department with printed copies 
of the Senate and Assembly bills during the present session of 
the Legislature at a cost not to exceed $50. 

(Minutes, January 6, 1877, p. 522.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 
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By-Laws. 

The PR};SIDENT moved that the subject of the By-Laws and 
the report of the committee proposing amendments to them 
be now taken up. 

Adopted. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the first recommendation of said committtee 
be adopted, namely: 

That the words ,. 2d. A Yice·Pre<ident" in Section 1, of Article II, be 
stricken out, and also' 3d" be stricken out, and in place thereof" 2d" be 
inserted before the WOl'd ,. Treasurer." 

The PRESIDEI\T put the question whether the Board would 
agree with said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the second recommendation of said committee 

be adopted, namely: 

That the paragraph of Section 1, Article II. headed" Yice·President," be 
stricken ant, and that the following be inserted in the plac~ thereof: 

" Any CommiHsioner hllvinl a majority of the votes of the members pres. 
" ent, shall, in the ab8~nce of the President, preside. The presiding officer 
.. shall decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal to the BOlird." 

Commissioner LANE moved that said resolution be amended 

by striking out the following: 
" Any commissinner having a majority of the votes of the members pres· 

H ent shall, in the absence of the President, preside. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend sa.id resolution, and it was de
termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board not voting in favor thereof. 

,The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to said resolution, and it was determined it the 

. affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting \ 
in favor thereof. I 

The PRESIDENT then offered the folowing resolution : 
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Reso7ved, That the third recommendation of said committee 
be adopted, namtly: 

That t\e whole of Section 2, Article II, be stricken ont, ani! that the follow· 
ing be inserted in the place thereof: 

"SECTION 2.-There shall be a Superintendent of Parks, whose duty it 
" sholl be to supervise and direct all the ordinary work of maintenance and 
" repairs. including gardening on parks and places. and shall snpervise all 
"the actual labor employed in the construction and management of the parks 
" and places, including that required for gardening purposes." 

Commissiol!er I.JANE moved to amend said resolution by strik
ing out all after the words" in the place thereof," and inserting 
the following in lieu thereof, namely: 

"SECTION 2.-There shall be a Superintendent of Parks, whose duty it 
" shall be to supervise and direct all ordinary work of n1 aintenance, repair 
" and gardening, and the disposition, management and discipline of the force 
" employed for works of general construction and maintenance on parks and 
" places." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend said resolution, and it was de
termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Commisi-lioner Lane-I. 
Noel'-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 

would agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the fourth recommendation of said commit
tee be adopted, namely: 

That the whole of Section 6, Article II, be stricl;en out, and that the follow· 
ing be inserted in place 1 hereof . 

.. SECTION 6.-TIll're shall be a Secretary and a Disbursing Clerk, the latter 
.. of whom shall likewise act as Pl'oper',y Clerk, and have charge of, and be 
.. responsible for, all tools, implements and matel'ial of the De)Jartment" and 
.. shall, on the first day of January and July, in eac:l year, wbmit to the 
" :Board an inventory of such property, and the conditiou thereof. 

"The ~aid Disbursing Clerk shall give such security for the faithful per· 
"formance of hiR duties as the hORl·d may require. . 

" There shall be such other employes as may be determined by the Board, 
" all of whom shall perform such services as, from time to time, may be required 
" by the Board. 

ComlDisl>ioner LANE moved to amenel sai<l, :r~li!olutiol! ~by 
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striking out all after the word u thereof," and insertiug the 
following in lieu thereof: 

SEC. 6. There shall be a Secretary, and a Disbursing Clerk, the latter of 
whom shall give such security for the faithful performance of his duties as 
the Board may require; and BllCh other emploj"e~ as may be determined by 
the Board. all of whom shall perform such services as, from time to time, may 
be required by the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would r 
agree to said motion to amend said resolution, and it was 
determined in the negative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 
Noes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, -3. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question whether the Board 
would agree to the said resolution, and it was determined in the 
affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting 
in favor thereof. 

The PRESIDE~T then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the fifth recommendation of said committee 

be adopted, namely: 
That Section 7th of Article II be amended by striking out the whole of the 

last portion thereof, commencing with the words "and in his absence." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof. 

The PHESIDENT then offered the following resolution; 
Resolved, That the sixth recommendation of said committee 

be adopted, namely: 
That Section 9 of Article II. be amended by striking out the words 

" Landscape Architect." and inserting in the place thereof the word" Board," 
and that the words" There shall be a LieutenolJt of Police" be stricken out. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof. 

The :PRESIDENT thell o1l'ertld the following resolutioll : 

\' 

I 

\ 
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Resolved, That the seventh recommendation of said commit
tee be adopted, namely: 

That S('ction 10 of Article II. be amended by striking out the word 
" five," and inserting in place thereof the word" four." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agre to said l'esolution, which was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favol' thereof. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following l'esolution : 

Resolvfd, Thatthe eighth l'ecommendation of said committee 
be adopted, namely: 

That the whole of Section 4 of Article nI. be stricken ont, and thaI the 
following be inserted in place thereof: 

" Section 4. All appointments shall be made by the Board." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whethel' the Board would 
agree to said l'esolution, and it was detel'mined in the affirma

tive, a majOTity of all the membel's of the Board voting in 

favor thereof. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following l'esolution : 

Resolved, That Section 1, ATticle II, of the By-Laws be 
amended by striking out the words" and until his successor is 
.• elected." 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said l'esolution, and it was detel'mined in the negative, 

all the membel's of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as 

follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wetmore and Conover-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Wenman and Lane-2. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Section 4, Article II, of the By-Laws be 

stricken out; and that Section 5, Article III, of said By-Laws 
be amended by substituting in the first paragraph thereof the 
words ., National Academy of Design," in place of "American 
Academy of Design," and the words" Metropolitan Mnseum of 
Art," in place of "American Museum of Art," and the words 
"New York Ohapter of the American Institute of Architects," 
in pluce of "American Institute of Architects;" and that Sec
tion 3 of Artic'e IV of said By-Laws be amended by ~clditlg at 
the end thereof the words, ,. All Gills shall be passed on sepa-
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rately by the Board ;" and that the several sections of Article 
II of said By-Laws be re-numbered. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as 
follows: 

Ayes - Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover and 
Lane-4. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolvf1d, That the By-Laws, as this day amended, be adopted 
and confirmed, and that they be printed in convenient form. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, all the members of the BO:1rd voting in favor thereof, as 
follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

F. L. Olmsted. H. A. Martin. 

An opportunity was then allowed to Mr. Frederick Law 

Olmsted to make an explanation concerning his proposed re
moval, when Mr. H. A. Martin appeared in his behalf, and 

read a letter from Mr. Olmsted in which he admits having re
ceived notice of his proposed removal and of the opportunity 
to be allowed him to make an exphnation, and requests that 
action in the matter be postponed until his return from 
Europe. 

Mr. H. A. Martin was then allowed an opportunity to make 
an explanation, and was heard in reference to his proposed 
removal. He then retired. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preambles and 
resolutions: 

Whe1'eas, It has been found necessary to decrease the ex-

\ 
I 

)' 

penses of this Department on account of the reduction of the l 
yearly appropriation by the Board of Estimate and Appor.. \ 
tionment; and 

Whereas, This Department has discontinued the work of 
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design except where absolutely necessary, and has concentra" 
ted the duties of superintendence in the officer designated for 
that purpose; and 

Whereas, Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted, long identified with 
the Central Park and its improvements and enjoying the con
fidence of the community and the respect of this Department 
since its organization, should be placed in a position where 
this Department can avail itself of his large experience and 
intimate knowledge of the designs and objects of the work on 
the various parks. 

Resolved, That M1'. Frederick Law Olmsted be, and is 
hereby, removed from the position of Landscape Architect in 
this Department; and it is further 

Resolved, That Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted be, and is 
hereby, appointed Consulting Landscape Architect to this 
Department, his services to be paid for at such rate as this 
Department shall determine from time to time as they are 
availed of. 

(Minntes, January 16, 1878, p. 531.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolutions, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioner \Yenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 

H. A. Martin. 

The PRESIDENT thEm offered the following preambles and 

resolution: 

Whereas, Mr. Howard A. Martin has been long identified 
with this Department, and has rendered valuable service as 
Chief Clerk of the late Bureau of Design and Superintendence 
and 

Whereas, this Department is now forced to dispense with his 
services on account of the reduced appropriations ; 

Resolved, That Mr. Howard A. Martin be, and hereby is, 
removed from his position in this Department, and that he be 
paid from January 1st, 1878. up to and including this date at 
the rate of $2,500 per annum. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution as a sub

stitute for said preambles and resolutions 

Resolved, That Howard A. Martin be, and he is hereby, ap
pointed Chief Clerk of Superintendence; at a salary of $ 
per annm::!. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 531.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree with said substitute resolution offered by Commissioner 

Lane, and it was determined in the negative, a majority of all 
the members of the Board not voting in favor thereof, as fol

lows: 

Aye-Commissioner Lane-I. 

.Noes-Oommissioners '''enman, 'Yetmore, Conover-3. 
The PUESIDEK'I' then put thc question 'whether the Board 

would agree to said original preambles and resolution, and it 
was determined in the affirmative. a majority of all the mem
bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Oommissioner Lane-I. 

E. P. North. 

Mr. Edward P. North was then received and allowed an op
por:unity to make an explanation in reference to his proposed 

removal, and when he was heard he retired. 
Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following resolu

tion: 

Resolved, That Mr. Edward P. North be, and he hereby is, 
removed from his position in thi:'l Department; and that he be 
paid from January 1st, 1878, up to and including this date, at 
the rate of $2,500 per annum. 

(Minutes January 16, 1878, p. 531.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Wm. D. Beall. 

Mr. Wm. D. Beall was then received and allowed an oppor
tunity to make an explanation in reference to his proposed re
moval, and when he 'was heard he retired. 
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Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, r[hat Mr. Wm. D. BeaU be, and he hereby is, re
moved from his position in this Department, and that he be 
paid from J anum'y 1st, 1878, up to !Lnd including this date at 
the rate of $1,000 per annum. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p.531.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 1:30 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 30th instant, at 9:15 
0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretal'y D. P. P. 
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WEDNESD,iY, .JANUARV 30th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A.M. 

Present-Commissioner WENlIIAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 23d inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Broken Trap rock, &;c" 23d &; 24th Wards. 

From the Oomptroller of the Oity, stating that he had de
ducted $6.49 from the estimate in favor of Mr. John A. Bonker 
for trap-roek and screenings, and which was audited and ap
proved October 10th, 1877, for the reason that it exceeded by 
that amount the sum applicable for the payment of estimates 
under Mr. Bonker's contract. 

(Minutes, May 9th, 1877, p. 28.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following preambles and re
solution: 

Whereas, Mr. John A. Bouker delivered 2/0"0 cubic yaros 
of broken trap-rock in exceRS of the 1.300 cubic yards called 
for by his contract, dated May 29th, 1877 ; 

And wherea·'<. Said excess was allowed him in his final certi
ticate under said contract, but the sum of $6.49 was deducted 
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by the Finance Department from said estimate on account of 
said excess; 

Resolved, That Mr. John A. Bouker be allowed said sum of 
$6.49 so deducted, and that his bill therefor be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said preamblee and resolution, and it witS determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Menagerie. 

Path at Deer Paddock. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the con
dition of the pfLth leading to the deer paddock at the Menagerie, 
and estimating the cost of I'e-making it of stone and gravel at 
$8:28, and of laying a plank walk upon it, five feet wide, at $230. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the Superintendent of Parks 
be directed to lay a plank-walk, five feet wide, on said path. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the niembers of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Claremont Hotel. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that a part of 

the roof, and also a paTt of the second story veranda of the 
south wing of the Claremont Hotel have been blown oft'. That 
this wing was built in an unsubstantial manner, against the 
wall of the old mansion, and is decayed and out of repair, and 
recommending that it be removed. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the south wing of said building, 
the Claremont Hotel, be sold by auction on condition that the 

purchaser remove it at his e:s.peuse withiu teu days after sale, 

\ 
" 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority af all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

Eagle Avenue. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submi.tting a. 

profile of a proposed change in the gr!tde of Eagle Avenue in 
the Twenty-third Ward. 

Laid over. 

Exchange of a Zebu Bull. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that Mr. Louis 
Sells, offers to give the Department $80 worth of animal!'t in 
exchange for a young Zebu hull, and recommending that the 
exchange be made. 

The PRESIDE:-;!T moved that the director of the Menagerie 
be authorized to exchange a Zebu bull for $80 worth of such 
animals as are requir'ld in the Menagerie. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover Lane 

-4. 

Bridges over Bronx River. 

From the late Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards, fn relation to the present condition of 

the several bridges over the Bronx RiYer. 
The PRESIDE:-;!T moved that said communication be referred 

to Commissioners Wetmore and Lane to report upon. 

Adopted. 
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. Police TAilor. John Bozetti. 

From the Captain of Police, stating that another police 
. tailor is required, as a large number of old uniforms need re

pairing. 

Commissioner LANE moved that John Bozetti be appointed 
a police tailor. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 533.) . , 

The PnEsIEE~T put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
s majority of all ·the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

C. R. Schott. 

Frow thb Civil and Topographical Engineer, forwarding an 
application from Mr. C. R. Schott, Division Engineer, asking 
leave of absence for Olie month from February 1st, prox., with

out pay, on account of ill health. 
Commissioner LAXE moved that the leave of absence re

quested by JUl'. O. R. Schott be granted without pay. 
The PRESIDEXT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to saill motion, and i:; was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Streets, &c, in 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Oaptain of the Thirty-third Precinct, notifying the 

Department that the bridge across Mill Brook, at One hundred 
and Fifty-sixth Street, is in a dangerous condition, and that 

there are also some holes in the Southern Boulevard at One 

Hundred and Forty-first and One Hundred and Forty-ninth 
Streets. 

\ 
( 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That the Superintendent of Parks be authorized to 

detail not more than six laborers and mechanics to make neces
sary repairs in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, 
until the further order of the Board. 

( :'rlinutes, January 23d, 1878, p. 541.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wonld 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Gilbert Elevated Railway Company. 

From Mr. Wm. Foster, Jr., President of the Gilbert Elevated 
Railway Company, as follows: 

JAMES F. 'VE~MAN, Esq., 

OFFICE OF THE GILBERT ELEVATED RATLWAY COMPA:-IY, } 
71 BROADWAY, N. Y., 

JANUARY 22, 1878. 

President Department Public Parks: 
My Dear :")ir,-I am in receipt of your communication of the 18th instant notify

ing this company to desist from performing any work in connection with the 
EJeyuted Railroad upon the north side uf Fifty-ninth Street at Sixth Avenue. 

Th"re has been no intention to do any work upon the terl'itnry named, arid 
there hilS been no attempt to do s(), with the exception of the commencement of an 
excavation, about ten days ago, which was caused solely by the ignorance of one of 
our employes in reference to the terminus of th" road. The error was corrected 
before 1 he excavation had reached the depth of a foot, and the earth was neatly 
replaced. 

It was a matter of much regret on the part of the company that the mistake 
occurred, but, from the explaulltion that followed, we supposed that the matter 
was fully understood. 

It il onr intention to act in entire harmony with the Department of Pnblic 
Parks, and to meet their views in all matters having reference to that Department 
in the future, as we have endeavored to do in the pust. 

Yery respectfully, 
(::;igned.) WM. FOSTER, JR., 

President. 

(Minutes, January 23, 1878, p. 538.) 

Filed. 

Pony Phaetons. 

From Mr. J. J. Snow, applying for a license or privilege to 
place pony phaetons on Central Park for hire . 
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~Commissioner CONOVER moved that the a.pplica.tion of Mr. 
Snow be refused. 

Adopted. 

Music on Central Park. 

From Messrs. H. B. Dodworth and C. S. Grafulla, making 
application to be employed to furnish the music on Central 
Park during the summer of 1878. 

(Minutes, May 23,1877. p. 63.) 

Referred to the President. 

Applications. 

The following applications were presented and ordered to be 

filed. 

From Mr. M. A. Kellogg, for the positiou of Engineer or Superintendeut of 

Parks. 

From Mr. Bernard J. Kelly, for a position' on the police force. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following two reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and and submit the 
same to the Board for their approval: 
Knight, William B., services. . . ... .. .. Drainage & ~Iaint. 

24th W'd, bouud

ed by Fordham 

and Pelham Avs. 

Kingsbridge R'd, 

&e .•••.••.•... 

Amounting to the sum of sixty dollars. 

(Signed) 

New York, January 26, 1878. 

S. E. LANE, 
SAlI'L COl;OVli:&, 

$60 00 

$60 00 

t .A. uaititl g 
f Oommitte" 
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The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Beall, Wm. Dent, services ............. Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Bullinger, E. W., sub. to Monitor G'uide . Maint. and Govt. 

p. &1' ....... . 

Christern, F. 'V., sub. to Builder,&c . ... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and 1' ..... . 

Cooper, Hewett & Co., galvanized iron .. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ......• 

Cook &; Radley, labor and materials .... Museum Natural 

Hist ......... . 

Downs, John, bird houses ............. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P., 1877. 

Fischer, W. :L .. petty expenses .... " ... Muint. and Gov't 

P. and P., 1877. 

Fitzsimons, M., repairs to cottage .... , .Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P., 1877. 

Handibode, 1'., coal. ............. " ... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 

Kelso Bros .. coal. .................... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ....... . 

Lyons, John, brown stone lintel. ....... Oity Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

N. Y. Star, sub. 1878 ........... " ..... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

Kingsland, Thos. B., sub. to Express ... . Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... 

Noyes &; Winds, labor and materials .... Museum Natural 

Hist. ........ . 

Morgan, J. P., Treas. Expenses Mus. Nat. 

History ......................... Museum Natural 

H:story ...... . 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas •• .Maint. and Gov't 

P. & P., 1877 •• 

$61 82 

6 00 

17 20 

27 03 

14{S ('0 

99 'liS 

10 81 

27 96 

170 00 

$4 1>0 

41> 00 

49 1>0 

14 00 

6 64 

6 24 

146 00 

1,939 111 

74 60 
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Roach, John do Son, materials aud labor. Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. and 

Maint., 1877 •.. 

Seaman, John A., paints, oils, doc ....... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ..•.... 

:Museum Natural 

[ Wednesday, 

$84 ISS 

$76 20 

History.... .... 17 75 

Walker Sons, materials and labor ...... Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ...... _ . 

Maintenance and Governmen of Parks and Places, 1877 ... . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and }laint., 1877 ... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Surveying. Layil'g out, etc .• 2Bd and 24th Warus ........ . 

Museum of Natural History. . . . . . . . . . .. .... '" 

$416 13 

213 11 

84 58 

14 00 

4 50 

2,480 15 

s7 91 

238 25 

$3,212 47 

--- $3,212 47 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of thirty-two hundred and twelve dol. 

lars and forty.seven cents. 
(Signed) .. 

NEW YOR!>, January 30, 1878. 

S. E. LA~m, I Auditing 
SAMr,. CONOVER, f Committee . 

The ahove mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the PRESIDENT moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agreed to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes~Oo]llm.issio;p.f;lri? Wenm.an, Wetruore, Conover, Lane 
-4, 

\ 
I 
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Bird Houses. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the direction of the Board on the 

21st November, 1877, that the cost of the bird houses placed 

on the City Parks be charged to the City Parks Improvement 

Fund be rescinded, and that the cost of said houses be charged 

\ to t.he appropriation for the maintenance and government of 
Parks and Places for 1877. 

(Minutes, November 21, 1877, p. 408.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question. whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

..Ayes-Commisf3ioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Michael Walsh .. 

Commissioner COXOVER moved that Michael 'Walsh be ap· 

pointed a laborer in the place of John Hammii, who had left 

work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmatiYe, . 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

..Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Con over, Lane 

-4. 

Surveying, &c., 23d and 24th Wards, 1877. 
Transfer. 

Co;nmissioner WETMORE offered the fo:lowing resolution: 

Re8olvpd, That the Board of Estimate and Appropriation be, 
and hereby is, requested to transf8r the sum of one hundred 
and thirty:four dollars anit seventy-three cents fWen the appl'O
priatioll for" sun-eying, laying.out, monnmenting, &c., llorth 
end of the island and Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards" 
for 1075, for the purposes of which it is not reqlired, to the 
approiJriatiou for 'I surveyiug, laying-out, a.nd, lllQllUme:!Jtillg 
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Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards including north end of 
of this island," for 1877, which is insufficient. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree with said resolution, and it was determined in the affir

mative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, af follows: 

Aye8 -Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Sarah Titus. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mrs. Sarah Titus be, and hereby is, reap
pointed bridge tender of the drawbridge over the Bronx River; 
that her salary be fixed at $150 per avnum, and that her re
appointment take effect from the fith inst. 

(Minutes, March 6. 1875, p. aG5, .January 5th, 187tl, p. 498.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Reso7ved, That Mr. Wm. R. Martin be requested to present 
his report upon Riverside Avenue contract at the next meeting 
?f the Board, and that he be invited to be present at the meet-
mg. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, .Tall. Hi, 1878, p. 5il2.) 

American Muse.um of Naturalllistury. 

The PRESIDENT presented an amended copy of the proposed 

contract or agreement with the American Museum of Natmal 

History, for the occupation by it of the Museum of Natural 

History building on Manhattan Square; also communications 

from Mr. Joseph H. Cho~te, the Oounsel, and Mr. R. L. Stu~rt3 

)' 
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the President of thA Board of Trustees of the American Mu

seum of Natural History, approving of said amended copy 

when certain other amendments which they suggest are also 

made. 

He also presented the following communication from the 

Secretary of the American Museum of Natural History, viz. : 

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, t 
CENTRAL l'ARK. (77TH S"fREE"f AND 8TH AVEXUE,) f 

NEW YOR<'. fle •. ,. 4th. 1,,77. 

Tbe following is an extract from the minutes of the meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the American Museum of Natural History, held February 12th. 1877: 

" Mr. Choate. of the Committee on preparing all agreement for UUI' permanent 
" occupation of the new building. read a draft of such an agreement. The whole 
"matter was referred back to the Committee, with power, and the President of 
"the Boarel was authorized to sign the agreement when complet.ed. and affix 
.. thereto the seal of the Corporation. 

" Certified to be correct. 
(Signed) H n. JACl{80~ S'l'EWART, 

., Secretar!,:" 
Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 

Re8olved, That tIle amended contract or agreement with the 
American Museum of Natural History, presented by the Presi
dent, be approved when further amended as suggested by MI'. 
R. L. Stuart and Mr. Joseph H. Ohoate ; tha,t the President 
and Secretary of the Department be, and hereby are, author
izec1 to execute said contract or agreement, in c\upiicah), for 
and on behalf of this Departmeut; awl that wilen it is so 8,{

BCllted and completed, it bE) printeel as a document of the 
Board. 

(Minutei', :'Iov. 28, 1877, p.iltl.) 

Sere Document No. 77. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in t.he affirm

ative, a majority of 'all the members of the Board voting in 

. favor thereof, as foIlows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Quarterly Report. 

The PRESIDENT presented the report to his Honor the Mayor 

for the three months ending the 31st December, 1877. 
(Minutes, Oct. 17, 1877, p. 351.) 
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Commissioner CONOVER moved that the President be author

ized to sign and transmit said report to his Honor the Mayor. 

Adopted. 

Museum of Natural History. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the bill for $H)7.12, presented by 

Mr. Calvert Vaux, Architect, for commissions on the amount of 

work clone by the park force in 1872 and 1873, in the prepara

tion of foundations for the Museum of Natural History 

building, be approved. 

(Minutes, Nov. 21, 1877, p. 400.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motiotl, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Museum of Natural History. 

'fhe PHEsIDENr offered the following resolution: 

Reso7ved, That the proposal (No.3) of Messrs. Gibb & 
0' HedIy, for the construction alJd erection of a bridge and 
entrance pnrch to the Mnseum of Natural History bUllding, be 
accepted as the lowest bid; that the contract Ge, and hereby 
is, awarded to saicl Messrs. Gibb & O'Heilly therefor, and 
that the President be, and hereby is, authorized to execllte 
the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(;'.1inutes January 23, 1878, p. 537.) 

1'he PRESIDE;-,r put the question, whether the Board would. 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

I 

I 
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MUS3um of Natural History, 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the proposal (No.3) of Messrs. Miller & 
Coates, for the tiler's work for the bridge and entrance porch 
to the Museum of Natural History building be accepted as the 
lowest bid; that the contract therefor be, and hereby is, 
awarded tq s:l.id Messrs. Miller & Coates, and that the 
PresIdent be, and hereby is, authorized to execute the sallle for 
and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, January 23, 1878, p. 537.) 

The PRESIDE~T put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

By-Laws. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

ReDolved, That Section 5, Article III, of the By-Laws be 
amended as follows, viz. : 

On the second line strike out the word" Central," and sub
stitute the word" Parks" for the word" Park." 

On the tenth line insert the words "in Central Park" after 
the word" Mall." 

all the fourteenth line insert the word "Central" before the 
word "Park." 

On tiL; twenty-third line insert the word" Central" before the 
word" Park." 

On the twenty-seventh line strike out the word "Central," 
and substitute the 'I'ord " Parks" for the word" ParlL" 

On the twenty-eighth line strike out the word "Central," 
and subfoititute the word" Parks" for the word" Park." 

On the thirtieth line insert the words "in Central Park" 
after the word" Mall." 

On the thirty-second line substitute the we I'd "Parks" for 
the word" Park." 

On the thirty-fourth line substitute the word "Parks" for 
the word" Park." 

(Miuutes, J auuary 23, 1878, p. 51)2.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as 
follows ': 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

--4. / 

Commissioner LANE then moved that the By-Laws be 
printed at length in the Minutes. 

Adopted. 

BY-I .. A "WS. 

ARTICLE I. 

lIfEETINGR. 

SEC. 1. All meetings of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Department of Public Parks shall be held at their office, unles:'! 

otherwise ordered by the Board. 

SEC. 2. Stated meetings shall be held the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month. Other meetings may be held by 
adjournment, on the call of the President, or at the written 

request of two members. The notices of the meetings called by 
the President, or by nny two members, shall state the matter to 
be presented at such pl'oposec1 meeting, and no other matter 

shall be acted on at such meetings, except by the consent of a 
majority of the members then present. 

SEC. 3. Meetings of the Board shall be held at 10 o'clock 

A. M., unless the Board otherwise orders. 

SEC. 4. Notices of meetings shall be sent to each Commis
sioner, at his place of address, by the Secretary, at least two 
days before the day of the meeting for which notice is given. 
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ARTIOLE II. 

OFFICERS. 

SEC. 1. The officers of the Board shall be as follows: 

1st. A President. 
2d. A Treasurer. 

Each of whom shall hold office until the first day of May 

next succeeding his election, and until his successor is elected. 

PRESIDENT. 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board, and 

shall, at the regular meeting next succeeding his election, ap

point and announce all the standing committees. 
Any Commissioner having a majOl'ity of the votes of the 

members present shall, in the absence of the President, pre

side. 
The presiding officer shall decide all questions of order, sub

ject to an appeal to the Board. 

THEASURER. 

The Treasurer shall perform snch duties as may, from time 

to time, be indicated by the Board, and may receive such com

pensation as Inay be determined by the Board. 
In the event of the death, resignation or removal of any of 

the officers of the Board a successOl' may be elected at the 

regular meeting next succeeding snch death) resignation or 
removal. 

SEC. 2. There shall bo a Superintendent of Parks, whose 
duty it shall be to supervise anlI direct a,ll the ordinary work of 

maintenance and repairs, includiilb gan11Jl1ing on parks and 

places, and shall supervise all the actuullabor employed in the 
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construction and management of the parks and places, includ
ing that required for gardening purposes. 

SEO. 3. There shall be a Secretary and a Disbursing Olerk, 
the latter of whom shall likewise act as Property Clerk, and 

have charge of, and be responsible for, all tools, implements 
and material of the Department, and shall, Oll the first day of 

January and July, in each year, submit to the Board an in-
ventory of such property, and the condition thereof. 

TIle said Disbursing Clerk shall give such security for the 

faithful performance of his duties as the Board may require . 

. There shall be snch other employes as may be determined 
by the Board, all of whom shall perform such services as, from 
time to time, may be required by the Board. 

SEO. 4. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings 
of the Board, shall issue the notices fo1' such meetings, 
and shall perform such duties as shall be required by the 
Board. 

SEC. 5. There,,-shall be a Civil and Topographical Engineer 
connected with this Department in charge of the works relat

ing to the laying out of streets and avenues, as may be 
directed by the Board. 

There shall be a BUTeau of Construction connected with 
this Department, the Engineer pJaced at the head of which 
shall have charge of construction works in the Twenty-third 
and 'l\venty-fourth Wards, and also of the construction and 

repairs of all works connected with the improvement of the 
navigation of Harlem River and Spuyten Duyvil Creek, and 
the tunnels and bridges connected with the same. 

SEO. 6. There shall be a Captain of Police, whose duty it 

shall b\3 tQ di:rect ~p.d supervise the various P~rk-keeperi;l in the 

I 

\ 
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employ of the Department, and to report daily to the Board 

everything relating to the force under his command, in the 

form, manner and under such regulations as may be prescribed 

by the Board, and fUl'l1ish a copy of such report to the Board. 

SEC. 7. rrhere shall be four Sergeants of Police, whose 

number may, from time to time, be increased as may be re· 

quired, and who shall assist the Captain in the discharge of his 
duties. 

All appointments to, and removal" from, this force, shall be 

by the order of the BOttrd; and all trials of Park-keepers for 

violation of the rules "nd regulations of the Department shall 

be eonducted by the President, or by a Commissioner desig

nated 'oy him for that purpose. 

ARTIOLE III. 

GENEliAL PROVISIONS. 

SEC. 1. No person in the service of the Board shall be 

absent from duty without an excuse therefor satisfactory to 

the President. 

SEC. 2. No committee, officer or member of this Department, 

or person employed by this Board, shall make any purchases, 

give any order, incur any liability, or exercise any authority 

over, or in relation to the Parks, officers or employes, unless in 

purf'uance of power delegated by th e order of the Board, or 

by the act by which it is organized. 

SEC. 3. Any employe of the Department may at any time be' 

suspended from duty, by writing signed by two members of the 

Board; but snch sU6pension shall not continue beyond the next 
meeting of the Board, unless otherwise directed. 

SEC. 4. All appointments shall be made by the Board. 
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SEC. 5. Before any engagement is made to place a statue, or 
allow a statue to be placed, on the Parks, it shall be 

seen in a finished condition, or in the form of a finished model, 

and a judgment as to its merits, as a work of art, shall have 

been requested of the respective Presidents of the National 

Academy of Design, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the 

New York Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 

The determination of a site for any statue shall be reserved 

until after its acceptance. 

On each side of the main walk of the Mall in Central Park, 

on a line with the sta tue of Scott, now placed, a series of statues 

may be ranged, commemora.tive of men and of events of far

reaching and permanent interest. At or near each of the gates of 

the Central Park, portrait or commemorative statues may also 
be placed, appropriate to the name of the gate. Portrait or 

memorial statues shall hereafter be placed nowhere else in the 

Central Park, except in close connection with the buildings 

of the American Museum of Natural History, and of the 

Metropolitan ilillseum of Art, and at the request of their re

spective Boards of Trustees. 
Statues or sculptured works designed to represent objects of 

beauty, or dramatic and poetic interest, may be placed at any 

points in the Central Park where they shall not dominate a 

landscape, or, when seen in front, divide the view, over an ex

panse, lawn, or glade. 
A statue commemorative of any person shaH not be placed 

in the Parks, nor accepted with a condition that it shall be 

placed in the Parks, until after a period of at least five years 

from the death of the person represented. 
Statues to be placed on the Mall in Central Park, shall be 

of bronze, and of heroic size. Colossal statues shall not here

after be placed on the Parks. 
Plans and elevations for the pedestals of statues to be placed 

on the Parks, shall be snbmitted to, and approved by, the De-

I 
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partment. They shall be of granite, of simple outlines, and 

free from elaborate decorations. They shall not exceed in 

height above the surface of the ground one-half the height of 

the figure to be placed upon them. They shall have no in

scription except one in front designating the subject commemo

Tated and its period, and Olle in the real' recording the date of 

the presentation of the statue, and designating in the simplest 

terms from whom it was received. The letters and figures re

quired to be used in the front shall not exceed four inches, and 

those in the rear two inches, in height. 

ARTICLE IV. 

STANDIKG COMMITTEES. 

SEC. 1. There shall be an Executive Committee, an Auditing 

Committee, p.ach to consist of two members, and such other 
Standing Oommittees as may, from time to time, be determined 
upon. 

SEC. 2. The Executive Committee shall act on such subjects, 

and perform such duties, as shall be specially, from time to 

time, referred to it by the Board. 

SEC. 3. All bills, claims and accounts, before being submitted 

to the Board for approval, shall be examined and audited by 

at least one member of the Auditing Committee; and the au-. 

thority for such purchases or indebtedness shall be certified 

thereon by the Secretary. All bills shall be passed on separ

ately by the Board. 

The President shall be ex-officio a member of the Executive 

and Auditing Committees. 

ARTIOLE V. 

R U L E S 0 FOR DEn. 

The order of business at meetings of the Board, except other

wise ordered, shall be:-
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1st. Reading of the Minutes of the previous meeting. 

2d. Cummunications. 
3d. Reports of Standing Committees. 
4th. Reports of Special Committees and Officers. 

5th. Motions and Resolutions. 
6th. Miscellaneous Business. 

The Ayes and N"oes shall be called and recorded, on all ap
propriations of money, and on all other questions, at the re

quest of one Commissioner. 

All resolutions shall be in writing, with the name of the 

mover thereon. 

All reports shall be in writing, unleRs otherwise agreed to 

and signed by a majority of the committee to whom the matter 
was referred, and shall state the facts upon which the same is 
based and their conclusions thereon. 

The Board shall be governed by the common parliamentary 
law, as far as applicable, as laid down in Cushing's Manual. 

All resolutions and propositions presented to the Board, for 

altering in any manner the adopted design or plan of the 
Central Park improvement, or for any structure upon the Parks, 
shall be referred to a special committee, who shall report upon 

the same, before any further action thereon is had by the 
Board. 

No by-law shall be altered, repealed or adopted, without the 
report of a committee thereon, nor without the assent of a 
majority of the whole .Board, nor at the same meeting at which 

it is proposed, unless by the unanimous consent of all the mem
bers of the Board. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock A.M., to meet on Wednesday, the 6th February, 1878, at 

9:15 o'clock, A.M. 
WM IRWIN, 

Secretary J). P. P. 

/ 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUAR¥ 6th, 1878. 

REGULAU MEE'l'ING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of January 30th, 1878, 
. were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Index to Minutes. 

From Mr. George C. Coffin, late Assistant Secretary, calling 
the attention of the Commissioners to an index of the minutes 
from May 1st, 1870, to May 1st, 1877, which he had compiled 

while in the employment of the Department. 
The PRESIDENT stated that he had examined said index, and 

that the manner in which it was compiled did credit to Mr. 
Coffin, and he moved that said communication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Swedish School-House. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, estimating that it will 
cost $1,535, to complete the Swedish School-House, and asking 

instructions as to whether he will proceed with the work. 
(Minutes, September 12, 1877, p. 268.) 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said communication be laid over, 
and that the Superintenllent of Parks be directed to report the 
cost already incurred in the erection of said Swedish School

House, and the necessary changes in Oentral Park in conse

quence of its erection. 

Adopted. / 

R. Barnwell. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding the applica
tion of Robert Barnwell, painter, to be restored to work, be 

having been absent for more than three days on account of 
sickness. 

(xIinutes, Nov. 21, 187"7, p. 397.) 

'1'he PRESIDENT moved that Robert Barnwell, painter, be 
restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Laue 
-4. 

Removal of a tree on Mott Ave. 

From the Oivil and 'ropographical Engineer, reporting that, 
as directed by the President, he had examined a tree standing 
on the east sidewalk of J\'Iott Avenue, about 220 feet north of 
Olwever Place, and opposite the residence of Mr. W. Norris, 
who desired permission to remm'e it. Th9.t the tree is a 
maple, about eight inches in diameter, and apparently dead. 

Oom~issioner LANE moved that Mr.'¥". Norris be granted 
permission to rerr.ove said tree. 

Adopted. 

Ellis Place, &c. 

Fram the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, stating that the 

streets ip We,st l\'Ionisania, ne(l.r :LYlott Avenue (includin~ Ellis, 
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Place), from which Mr. M. C. 'l'urner removed earth when 

grading Mott Avenue, are shown as public streets on the Map 

of" West Morrisania," filed in the Register's Office, at White 

Plains, on the 16th May, 1853, but that there is no record of 

their acceptance by the Commissioners of Highways. That, 

however, they hale been used by the public, and worked by 

the authorities of the town of Morrisania since 1853, and the 

deeds of the property fronting on them, given by Mr. W. N. 
M'1rris, the original owner, designate them as streets. 

(Minutes, Dec. 19, 1877, p. 451.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said subject be referred 

to the President, to obtain the opinion of the Counsel to the 

Corporation, whether said streets are public streets. 

Adopted. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, sebmitting his report 

for the year ending December 31st, 1877, and requesting that 

four hundred copies would be ordered to be printed for distri

bution. 
(Minutes, March 21, 1877, p. 697.) 

The PRERIDENT moved that said report be received, and that 

four hundred copies be ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDEN'f put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the lUtlmbers of the Board voting ill favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commiss.ioners Wen man, 1Vetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From Mr. W. R. Martin, stating that, at the request of the 

the contractors for Riverside Avenue iwprovement, he will 

not present his report in relation to that work ,at this meeting. 
(Minutes, January 30th, 1878, p. 570.) 

Filed. 
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Museum of Art. 

From Mr. F. W. Smith, contractor, for laying the tiling in 

the Mus~um of Art building, applying for a payment on account 

of his contract. 

Also, from the Superinteuding Architect, reporting that the 

contractor has furnished material and done work to the value 

of over $9,000, and that the Department will be secured if a 

payment of $4,400 on account is allowed. 
(Minutes, Dec. 31, 1877, p. 467.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
authorized and directed to prepare and submit an estimate in 

favor of said contractor, on account, and not exceeding $4,400. 

The PRESIDEN'I' put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners ,renman, "\Vetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Museum of K"tmal Histol'Y. 

From Messrs. Gibb &; O'Reilly, accepting the award of the 

contract for the construction of a bridge and entrance porch to 

the Museum of Natural History building. 
(Miuutes, Jail. 30, 1878, p. 572.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. Miller &; Ooates, accepting the award of the 

contract for the tiler's work for the bridge and entrance porch 

to the -:\tluseum of Natural History building. 
(Minutes, ,Tan. 30, 1878. p. 573.) 

Filed. 

Eagle Avenue. 

From Mr. Robert Clarke and nine other owners of property 

fronting on Eagle Avenue, petitioning that the grade of said 

J 
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avenue, between Oedar Street and One Hundred and Sixty

third Street, be changed, so as to conform as nearly as practi

cable to the existing surface of the ground, and that the grade 

of Oliff Street be so changed that it will pass under Eagle 

Avenue. 

Also from the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, submitting 

\ a sketch showing the position of the houses fronting on Eagle 

Avenue. 
(Minutes, January 30th, 1878, p. 563.) 

Oommissioner LANE then offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Wherea8, the Oommissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the City of New York, or a majority of them, deem 
the changes (specified on the plan and profile hereinafter men
tioned) in the grades of the streets, roads and avenues as laid 
down, and established by the Oommissioners appointed under 
Ohapter 841 of the Laws of 1868, on a map of the same, filed 
in the office of the Register of the Oounty of Westchester, on 
the 23d day of February, 1871, to be required; therefore, 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Oommissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the Oity of New York, by Ohapters 329 and 604 of the Laws 
of 1874, they do hereby alter, amend and establish the grades 
of the streets, roads and avenues within that part of the Twenty
third Ward of the City of New York, which formerly constituted 
the Town of Morrisania, and which lies north and east of a 
line commencing at the termination of the southerly line of One 
Hundred and Fifty-fifth Street, at or in the Hudson River, run
ning thence easterly along said southerly line of One Hundred 
and Fifty-fifth Street,and a prolongation of said line to the middle 
of Harlem River, running thence southerly along the middle of 
said Harlem River, to the Sound north of Randel's Island; 
shown on a plan and profile entitled" Profile showing change 
of grade of Bagle Avenue and intersecting streets, from West
chester Avenue to One Hundred and Sixty-third Street;" dated 
"New York, January 30th, 1878," and signed" J. J. R. Oroes, 
Oivil and 'l'opographical Engineer, " of the extent and direction 
that said grades are designated on said plan and profile, and 
that the grades so altered, amended and established are such 
as to the said Oommissioners, or a majority of them, seem most 
conducive to the public good. And that the President of the 
Department cause to be prepared and submitted to this Board, 
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three similar plans and profiles of the same, to be filed in 
pursuance of said laws above mentioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

F. L. Olmsted. 

From Mr. H. N. Beers, Secretary of the Council of Reform 

as follows, viz: 

To the Honorable Board of Park Commissioners: 
NEW YORK, February 2, 1878. 

At the last meeting of the Council of Reform, the following resolution was 
unanimonsly adopted, viz: 

"Resolved, That in view of the nrgent necessity at the present time of the most 
"rigid eCOll.Omy in the City Government, the recent action of the Park Commis
"sioners in abolishing the Bureau of Landscape Gardening, and in dispensing 
" with the services of "he Landscape Architect, are regarded with great satisfac
" tion and encouragement by the Council. " 

(Signed) H. N. BEERS. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, Jan. 23, 1878, pp. 544-556.) 

Secretary. 

Applications. 

The following applications were received, and ordered to be 
filed. 

From Mr. Alfred Wagstaff, Jr., and others on behalf of Mr. J. J. Munson, for a 
position on the police force. 

From Mr. Maurice Keane, for a position on the police force. 
From Mr. B. E. McCafferty and others, on behalf of Mr. Martin Philbin, gat.e

keeper, to be promoted. 
From Mr. Henry A. Gumbleton and another on behalf of Mr. John Van Buren, 

for the position of carpenter. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committe, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Crombie, Thos. J., pine lumber ...•.•.. City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......••. 20 60 

I 

.' 
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Crons, J. Jas. R., petty expenses .....•.. Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards ... , 

Douglass, W. P., rent Museum of Art .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Gordon, Robt., treasurer, expenses Mu-

seum of Art ....................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Gold and Stock Telegraph Co., rent of 

line ...............•............ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Heller & Bardell, commissioner's badge. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Jones, Ohas. and Thomas P. McQtuide, 

materials and labor ............••.... Brook Ave. sewer, 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Jube, John P. & 00., carriage materials .. Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

King, Briggs & Co., files .............. Maint. and Govmt 

P. and P .. , .... 

McNab & Harlin Mftg Co., plumbers' ma-

terials ............................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Morgan, J. P., Treas., expenses Museum 

Nat. Hist ......................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., rent, J an'ry. Maint. and Govm't· 

P. &P ....... . 

N. Y. Mutual Gas J,ight 00., rent Nov . 

. and Dec .......• 0· ••••••••••••••••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877. 

Valentin\), Ebene~\lr, 99a1 ...•.•.. , ••. ' . Maint., etc., 23d & 

2ith Wards .. " 

$87 61' 

666 117 

740 00 

62 50 

32 50 

4,623 50. 

$52 19 

40 

13 48 

66 07 

8 40 

9 83 

8 00 

1,286 21 

416 67 

833 33 

" I$Q 
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Vaux, Calvert, commissions .•.......... Museum N at'l His. 

Vaux, Calvert, commissions .....•.••... Museum of Art .. 

RECAPITULATIO N. 

[ Wednesday, 

19'7 12 

325 00 

$9,388 50 

Maintenance and Government ParI,s and Places.... . . . . .. $3,282 9'7 

City Parks Improvement Fund .... , •..•.............•. 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ........ . 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 1877 .... . 

Maintenance. etc., 23d and 24th IV nrds ..... , .......... . 

Museum National History .......................... . 

Museum of Art ....................... , ........... .. 

Brook Avenue Sewer .............................. . 

20 60 

88 00 

833 33 

17 98 

19'7 12 

325 00 

4,623 50 

$9,388 50 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of ninety-three hundred and eighty.eight 

dollars and fifty cents. 

(Signed,) SMITH E. LA~E, } Auditing 
S.Hl'L CONOVER, Committee. 

NEW YORK, February 6th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was detel'mined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane. 

-4. 

/ 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The late Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Pm'~8, 

In account with James F. lVenman, Treas"rer. 

1878. 
January 16. By balance ............................ . $38 04 $38 04 

DR. 

January 16. To cash paid into City Treasury .... , • , .... $38 04 $38 04 

(Signed) JAS. F. WENMAN, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 
NEW ~ORK, February 6, 1878. 

9:30 A. M, 

Th~ TREASURER then presented the following report, which 
was ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parks 

In account with Smith E. Lane, Treasurer. 

1878. 
Jan. 17th to t 

Feb. 6th f By cash received from permits and license.. $85 00 $85 00 

DR, 
Jan. 17th to t 

Feb. 6th. f To cash paid into City Treasury........... $85 00 $85 00 

NEW YORK, February 6, 1878. 
9.30 A. M. 

(Signed,) S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

Treasurers' Accounts. 

Commissioner CONOVER, the Committee appointed to ex
amine and audit the accounts of the It<te Treasurer, presented 
the following report, which was accepted, and ordered to be 
printed in the minutes, viz. : 

The Committee appointed to examine and audit the accounts of the late 
Treasurer, James F. Wenman, Esq., up to and including January 16, 1878, 
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respectfully reports that he has examined and audited said accounts, and finds 
the same correct, and there is no balance to the credit of the Department of 
Publie Parks, all the moneys received having been paid into the City Treasury. 

(Signed,) SAML. CONOVER, 
Auditing Oommittu. 

NEW YORK, January 39th, 1878. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 530.) 

Laborers on Mainteuance. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he 11ad directed that all the 

laborers employed on Maintenance of the Parks be kept on 

full time during the late snow storm, and until all the walks of 

the Oity Parks are properly cleared from snow and ice. 
(Minutes, Odober 31, 1877, p. 375.) 

Oommissioner OONOVER moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of aU the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommisbioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

Commissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the 
work of constructing Riverside A venue on or before October 
31-, 1877, the time stipulated in the contract, be, and hereby 
are, remitted up to the first day of February, 1878. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, 5;)l.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners ,,7 enman: Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

I 
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Riverside A venue. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Franklin, Assistant Surveyor, be, 

and hereby is, detailed for the purpose of examining and re
portjng to the Board, the condition of the work on Riverside 
Avenue; the amount earned by the contractors under the terms 
of their contract, and the amount paid to them. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Bond of Disbursiug Clerk. 

The PRESIDENT presented a copy of a form of bond for 
$20,000, which the Finance Department had prepared for the 
Disbursing Clerk to have executed and filed in that Depart

ment, and he moved that the Board do approve of the form and 
amount of said bond. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Maintenance 23d and 24t], Wards. 

Commissioner WETlIfOUE Dloved that the President be re
quested to examine and report whether the order of the Board 

of J anllary 5th, 1878, suspending all work, and discharging all 
employes, with certain exceptions, in the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards, has been complied with. 
(Minutes, January 5, 1878, p. 498.) 

Adopted. 
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Parks. 

Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President cause a careful examination 

and report to be made of the condition of the Parks under the 
control of this Department at the time of the discontinuance of 
the Bureau of Design and Superintendence, for the information 
of the Board. 

Adopted. 

Police Uniform Oaps. 

The PRESIDENT oftered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to issue an order 
to Mr. O. Knox for eighty uniform caps for the police force, of 
the pattern made by Mr. Knox, similar to those heretofore in 
use, and at a price not exceeding $1.75 each. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

L. Flock. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That patrolman Lewis Flock be, and hereby is, 
promoted and appointed to the position of Sergeant of police. 

(Minutes, September 20. 1876, p. 298 ) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
t,hereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

H. F. Liebenau. 

Oommissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That patrolman Henry F. Liebenau be and hereby 

J 
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is, promoted and appointed to the position of Sergeant of 
police. 

(Minutes, September 20, 1876, p. 298.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:45 
o'clock, A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 13th inst., at 9:15 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, I~EBRITARY 13th, 1878, 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WETMORE, 

OONOVER, 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 6th inst. were 

read and approved. 

Riverside Avenue. 

On motion of Oommissioner WEnIORE, the order of business 
was suspended, and Mr. N. H. Decker, one of the contractors for 
the construction and improvement of Riverside Avenue was 

received; also Mr. A. J. Vanderpoel, his counsel, and Mr. J. 
O. Aldrich, the Superintending Engineer on said work. 

Mr. Vanderpoel then addressed the Board, and claimed on 
behalf of Messrs. Decker & Quintard, the contractors, that the 

estimates of the Superintending Engineer were not made for 
the full amount of the work done, and that the contractors are 

nqw justly entitled to about $45,000 more than the amount they 

have been paid. 
He also claimed that the Superintending Engineer required 

t:6e contractors to build the retaining wall in a much more 
e'xpensive manner than the specifications and plans call for. 
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The PRESIDENT then presented and read a report from the 

Superintending Engineer on said work, giving in detail the 

approximate quantities of work done up to January 1st, 1R78, 

the approximate quantities of work remaining to be done, and 

the total approximate amount when the work is completed. 

The PRESIDENT also presented and read a communication 

from Mr. Thomas Franklin, Assistant Surveyor, stating that 

he would require the ass.istance of some of the Engineers em

ployed on saiel work, and also aC(less to all notes, papers, 

calculations, &c., connected with the work, to enable him to 

make the report directed by the Board on the 6th instant. 

The gentlemen present then retired, and 

Commissioner CONovER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Superintending Engineer on the con
struction and improvement of Riverside Avenue be, and hereby 
is, directed to afford 1\.1:1'. Thomas Franklin every assistance in 
his power in making up his report upon said work, that he 
shall place at his disposal and under his direction for said 
purpose any of the employes on said work, whom he shall 
require to assi~;t him, and that he shall give him free access to 
all papers, mars, documents aud figures in relation to said 
work. 

(Minutes, Feb. 6, 1878. p. 591.) 

Adopted. 

The order of business was then resumed, and the following 

communications were presented and read: 

Drainage of lands near George Street, 23d Ward. 

From the Clerk of the Common COllncil, forwarding a copy 

of the followiug resolution, which was approved by his Honor 
the Mayor, on the 2()th November, 1877, viz. :-

Resoh'cd, That the preamble, rpsolution and ordinance approved by the May'll', 
May 18, 1877, providing for draining the lands hounded by George Street on the 
north, lInion Avenue and White's Lane on the east, Delmonico and Concord 
Avenues on the west, and tlwlIce southerly to Long hland Sonnd, be drained hy 
other means than by sewers, as provided in Chapter 566, Laws of 1871, as amend
eu by Chal'ter 54fJ, Laws of 1875 be, and is hereby, amended as recommended by 
the Commissiolll·r of Public 'Yorks, hy striking out the words "Commissioner of 
Public \l{orks," wherever they ocour in the resolution and ordinance, and insertint~ 
in lien thereof the words" Department of Public Parks," so that said resoluthn 
and ordinance, when so amended, shall read as follows;-

I 
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Resolved, That the lands bounded by George Street on the north, Union Avenue 
and White's Lane on the east, Delmonico and Concord Avenues on the west, and 
thence southerly to Long Island Sound, be drained by other means than by 
sewers, as provided in Chapter 566, Laws of 1871, as ameuded by Chapter 549, 
Laws of 1875, under the direction of the Department of Pablic Parks; and that 
the accompanying ordinance therefor be adopted. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Civil and Topographical 

Engineer be directed to prepare and submit to the Board plans 

and specifications to carry out the work directed by said reso
lution. 

Adopted. 

Maintenance, &c., of Parks, &c., 1877. Transfer. 

From the Comptroller of the City, stating that he is in 

receipt of a voucher for $833.33 for rent of the offices of the 

Department to December 31st, 1877, and payable from the 

appropriation for 1877 for Maintenance and Government of 

Parks and Places, but thr.t the balance of this appropriation 

remaining unexpended is only $443.02. 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution:~ 

Resolved, That the Boanl of Estimate and Apportionment 
be, and hereby is, respectfully requested to transfer the bal
ance remainin~ unexpended on the 1001l:s of the Finance De
partment of the appropriation for the keeping, preservation 
and exhibition of the collections in the American Museum of 
Natural History and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, for 
1877, for which purpose it is not required, to the appropriation 
for the "Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places" 
for 1877, which is insufficient. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was det.ermined in the affinna

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows:-

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, ~~ etmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

John T. Maher. 

From the Police Department, informing the Department that 
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it certificate has been granted to John T. Maher, as Engineer 

of the steam boilers and pump at the Museum of Art building. 
(Minutes, Dec. 19, 1877, p. 450.) 

Filed. 

Assessments. 

From the Bureau for the Collection of Assessments, notify- ) 

ing the Department that an aSseS'3ment of $8R5.~5 has been 

made on the property of the Oity for the regulation, &c., of 

the Eastern Boulevard from Seventy-ninth to Eighty-sixth 
Street. 

Filed. 

Swedish School House. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the cost 

of the Swedish School House, and of erecting it, up to J an

uary 26th, 1878, is $5,593.89; that the estimate cost to com

plete the building is $1,535.00, and to complete new walks and 

adjacent grounds near the building, $550.00, making a total 
cost of $7,678.89. 

(Minutes, Feb. 6, 1878, p. 581.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that the Superintendent of Parks 

be instructed to proceed with the completion of said Swedish 

School House in as economical a Illanner as practicable. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-·4. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, stating that the lions 

placed on exhibition in the menagerie, by Mr. J oim H. Van 

ValJen, had be8n exhibited since October 18, 1875; that the De
partment furnished the food for them each alternate month, 

until March, 1876, since which time, by order of the Board, 
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the Department has not furnished any food for them; that the 

cost to feed them is $7.20 per week; that they are a fine pair 

of lions, and likely to remain on exhibition for some time. 
(Minutes, November 7, 1877, p. 383.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the previous order of the Board 

be adhered to, and that no food be supplied by the Department 
for animals, etc., placed on exhibition, but which do not belong 

to the Department. 
(Minutes, March 3, 1876, p. 664.) 

Adopted. 

Bridge at 161st Street over Harlem Railroad. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that, 

as instructed by the President, he had examined the bridge 
over the Harlem Railroad at One Hundred and Sixty-first 

Street, in the Twenty-third Ward; that although it is not dan

gerous, yet it is in a very bad condition, owing to the washing 
of the surface of the apIJl'oach to it in consequence of the 

steepness of the grade, and he recommRllds that the approach 

be surfaced with gravel or screenings, well rolled, from Court

land Avenue to the bridge, and that the street west of the 

bridge be gravelled and drained by ditches. 
The PRESIDEN'.r moved that said communication be referred 

to the Superintendent of Parks to report the estimate cost of 

the repairs recommended. 

Adopted. 

Third .Avenue. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 

the carriage way on tbe line of the sewer recently constructed 
in Third Avenue from One Hundred and Forty-third to One 

Hundred and Forty-sixth street, is in a dangerous condition, and 

requires regrading and repaving. 
Also that the Harlem Bridge, Morl'isania & Fordham Railroad 

Company have not yet repaved the street within the lines of 
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their east track between One Hundred and Forty-fourth and 
One Hundred and Forty-sixth street. 

(Minutes, Sept. 19, 1877, p. 306.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. J. B. Devlin, the contractor 
for the construction of the sewer in Third Avenue, and the 
said Harlem Bridge, Morrisania & Fordham Railroad Company 

be notified to have the repairs to the said avenue and the repav

ing made. 
Adopted. 

H. F. Liebenau. 

From Sergeant Liebenau, thanking the Commissioners for his 

promotion. 
(Minutes, Feb. 6, 1878, p. 592.) 

Filed. 

Ice on the Pool aud Loch in Central Park. 

From Mr. Columbus Ryan, licensee for the sale of refresh
ments on Central Park, asking permission to take the ice from 

the Pool and Loch on Central Park. 
Commission CONOVER moved that the permission requested 

by Mr. C. Ryan be granted, on condition that the ice is re
moved under the supervision of the Supeintendent of Parks, 
and in a manner so as not to injure the trees or grass. 

(Minute" Jan. 31, 1877, p. 575.) 

Adopted. 

Telegraph Poles on 6th Avenue Parks and Madison Square. 

From Mr. D. H. Bates, General Superintendent of the At

lantic and Pacific Telegraph Company, requesting permIssIon 

to replace, with new poles, one old telegraph pole on the side

walk of the park at Broadway and Sixth Avenue, and four 
poles on the west side of Madison Square, between Twenty
third and Twenty-fifth streets. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the permission requested 

) 
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be granted, on condition the work is performed under the su
pervision of the Superintendent of Parks. 

Adopted. 

N euchatel Asphalte Rock. 

From Mr. Edward Van Orden, President of the Swiss 
Asphalte Rock Paving Company, asking that the asphalte 
rock, which the Department is to deliver to him, be deliv
ered by the Department at East Nineteenth Street and the East 
River. 

(Minutes, August 29,1877, p.251.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Van Orden be informed that 
the asphalte rock will be delivered on· his order at the yard in 
Central Park, where it is stored. 

Adopted. 

Boston Road, 

From Mr. John Kellen and five others, asking that the map 
of the old Boston Post Road, from One Hundred and Seventieth 
Street to West Farms village, be adopted as soon as practi
cable. 

(Minutes, Oct. 25, 1876, p. 374.) 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer to report. 

Applications. 

The following applications were received and ordered to be 
filed: 
From Mr. Frederick Smyth and othe,"s, on behalf of Mr. James Connelly, for the 

position of fereman. 
From Mr. Frederick Smyth, on behalf of Mr. Bernard Butler, for a position on 

the police force. 
From Mr Vincent C. King. on behltlf of same. 
From Mr' John Rader and Mr. Wm, O'Kelly, on behalf of taxpayers, that citizens 

and not communists be appointed. 

Audit, 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Bouker; John A., broken stone .....••.. Maint., 23d and 

24th Wards, 

1877 ......... . 

Claflin, H. B. &; Co., towelling ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Colgate &; Co., soap ••••.............. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps .. Impt. and 

M ........... . 

Early & Lane, brooms, matches, &0 ... Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .......... .. 
Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Museum of Art .. 

Forsyth, John, paving ...• .•..•.•... . Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards, 

1877 ......... . 
Harlem Gas Light Company, meter, gas, 

January . ...... ................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 
Harlem Gas Light Company, gas,'Janu. 

ary ............................. Harlem R. B., 

Rep. Impt., and 

M .......... .. 

Maint. and Govm't 

P.and P ...... 

Hoyt, J. B., &; Co., belt.ing ............ Harlem R. B., 

Kelso Bros., coal. ...... . 

Reps., Impt. alld 

M .......... .. 

....... lIfaint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Museum of Art .. . 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards •.. 

$6 49 

11 20 

$5 04 

96 
6 00 

$ 85 

28 65 

25 
29 75 

100 00 

47 84 

$39 50 

69 12 
108 62 

'12 45 

$172 50 

225 00 

4 50 
402 00 

) 

,j 
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Lefferts, Marshall, galvanized iron ...... Maint. and Govrn't 

P. and P ..... . 

Martin, I. M. C., & Sons, brushes ...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Mahoney, R. J .. stonc flagging •........ Museum of Art ... 

Metropolitan Gas Light Company, gas, 

January .............. , ............ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... , 

Metropolitan Gas Light Company, meter, 

gas, January ....................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... 

Mott, J. L., Iron Works, tin and urinals Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Mullane, John, hay, oats, corn, &c ...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..•... 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Company, gas, 

January ........................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

N. Y. Gas Light Company, gas, J anuary.Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Noonan, Michael, constructing drains ... Drainagc District 

24th Ward, 

bound by Ford· 

ham and Pel-

ham aves., &c. 

O'Donnell, John, milk ............ " ... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Reeves, Robert C., canary seed ........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Rogers, H. A., bolts, lochs, &c •.•...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund •...••.•. 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., lmpt. and 

M ........... . 

$2(1 36 

$4 66 

4 47 

9 13 

1(S 00 

141 45 

'13 00 

28 62 

6is 01 

298 45 

328 00 

1,337 61 

944 

6 50 

$99 31 

16 00 

450 

119 81 
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Shaw &; Venn, painting ... , ......... , .Mus. Natl. History 

Smith, Elward, carpenter work ........ Mus. Natl. History 

Smith, F. W., tiling ................. Museum of Art .. . 

Scott. D., fish ................. , .. , .. Maint. and Govrn't 

P. &;P .••.•••• 

Young, Chas. C., bread ............... Maint. and Govmt 

P. &; P .•...... 

Wetmore &; Co., iron .....•...•....... Maint. and Govrnt. 

P.andP ..... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. . . . . .. $2,044 94 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ........ . 

Surveying, Laying ant, etc .. 23d and 24th Wards ....... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....................... . 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards, 1877 ., ......... . 

118 26 

4 50 

20 47 

106 49 

Museum of Art ........ , ......... " .. ......... ..... 4,640 25 

Museum of Natural History. . . .. . ............ .......... 122 :n 
Draiuage District 24tJl Ward, bounded by Fordham and 

Pelham Aves, etc 1,337 61 

$12 31 

lIO 00 

4,400 00 

12 09 

68 96 

874 

$8,394 83 

$8,394 83 

Amouuting in the aggr~gate to the sum 0' eighty-three hundred and ninety

four dollars and eighty-three cents. 

(Signed) S. E. L.'~E, t Attditing 
S,Dl'L, CO~OVER, I Committee. 

NEW YORK, February 13th, 1878, 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap~ 
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

Il-gree to said motion, a.nd it Wilts determined in the affirmative, 

) 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting III favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Police Station. 

The President, to whom was referred the subject of having 
telegraphic connection made between the Police Station and 
the Nineteenth Precinct, verbally reported that the nearest 

Precinct Station House was the Twenty-eighth, and he pre~ 

sented an estimate from the Police Department of the cost of 
the work at $287.10, and also a permission from the Fire De

partment to use the poles of that Department for the purpose. 
The PRESIDEN'l' then moved that the Police Department be 

requested to make the connection with the Twenty~eighth 

Precinct Station House, and that the Department pay one

half the expense of the work. 
(Minutes, January 23,1878, p. 549) 

The l'RESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commi~sioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Maintenance 23d and 24th Wal'ds. Steam Roller. 

The President, to whom it was referred, verbally reported 
that all the property of the Department in the 'l'wenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards was in good condition; that the 

steam roller had been returned to the Department of Public 
Works, and that the order of the Board of January 5th, 1878, 
had been complied with. 

(Minutes, December 6, 1876, p. 454, and February 6, 1878, p. 591). 
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taboring :F'orce. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to suspend such 
laborers (skilled or otherwise) as can be best dispensed with 
without detriment to the Department, and those remaining be 
placed on full time. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would .J 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Police Force. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to employ a com
petent doctor to make a thorough examination of the physical 
condition of the Police force of the Department for the infor
mation of the Board, and that he be authorized to incur an 
expense for such purpose not exceeding $50. 

(Minutes, December 19, 1877, p. 455.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor io 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Police Force. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Remlved, That until further order, the Captain of Police be 
directed to distribute the night and day duty equally among 
all the patrolmen. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 532.) 

Adopted. 

Lewis Flock. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Sergeant Lewis Flock be detailed to act as a 
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detective in citizen's clothes, and that a patrolman be detailed 
to act as Sergeant in his place, without increase of pay. 

(Minutes, January 23, 1878, p. 543.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the President the Board adjourned at 12.30 
\ o'clock P. M. to meet on Wednesday, the 20th inst., at 9.15 

0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA V, FEBRUARY ~3, 18'78. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

I' CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previoUfI meeting of the 13th in st. , were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Geological CoJlection from Mount Gothard Tunnel, 

From his Honor the Mayor, forwarding a communication 
from Han. F. W. Seward, Assistant Secretary of State, U. S., 
enclosing a copy of a letter from Mr. H. Erni, United States 
Consul at Basle, Switzerland, stating that on request of the 
United States Government to the High Federal Council at 
Berne, Switzerland, the whole geological series of rocks col
lected at Mount Gothard Tunnel, will be presented to the 
Museum in Central Park. 

Referred to the Prebident. 

Snow and Ice on Side. walks of Parks. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following pre am bles and resolutions, which were ap

proved by his UOllOl' tile Mayor, OIl. the the 15th illstaut , 
vb;. ; 
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Whel'ea8, This City was mulcted, a few weeks ago, about $7,000 in costs and 
.damages, in a suit by one of its citizens having fallen because the owner or occu
pant failed to have some ice cleaned off of the sidewalk in front of his premises; 
and 

w.~erea.,. The police on this case had reported the owner several times for 
neglect, and have also reported within the last four days "everal thousand of our 
citizens for failing to remove snow and ice, or to ash or sand the same; and 

IVherws, The Commissioners of the Park Department have neglected to clean 
the walks around, through, and across the parks in this City, in violation of the 
City Ofdinance, thereby showiug their incompetency for the Positfon, and a disre
gard for theIr oath of office, and als 0 laying the City liable to be mulcted in dam
ages for accidents to its cil izens and others; and further showing their incompe
tency by having the snow, where shoveled, thrown into the streets, causing the 
Street Cleaning Bureau to cart it away, at the cost of several hundred dollars, 
when it is a well-known fact that snow shoveled on the grass would be a great 
bJnefit to the same; such facts clearly showing that the Commissioners have 
ne) knowledge of agriculture, horticulture, or economy in looking after the City's 
interest; and 

Wfurea." The Department at this time has a full year's appropriation for the 
care and maintenance of the Parks, and thousands of laborers are now out of em
ployment and would be glad to get work for a single day, and the ordinance for 
cleaning snow ana ice away applies to the City, in the care of its Parks, just as 
much as it does to its citizens for the care of their side-walks; and Section 23, 
Subdivision 4, of the Charter of 1873, defines tl,e duty of the :Mayor as follows: 
" To be vigilant aud active in causing the ordinances of the City and laws of the 
State to be executed and enforced;" and, 

Whereas, Section 25 of the Charter gives his Honor full power to remove, and 
Sections 94 and 95 define the duty and oath of every Commissioner; 

Therefore, be it 
Resolt'ed, That hereafter all snow and ice be removed by the Park Department, 

the same as by the citizens, and the snow from all Park walks be shoveled on 
to the grass plots, not only as a benefit to the same, but. as a matter of economy 
to the tax.payer. 

Filed. 

Wm. M. Smith. 

From the Police Department, notifyillg the Department that 
Mr. Wm. M. Smith, Steam Engineer, had been granted a cer
tificate to take charge of the engine and steam boiler at the 
Museum of Art Building. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, December 12, 1877, p_ 440.) 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wards. Central District. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, again submit
ting the propos~d map for laying out the Central District of 

the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, lying east of 
Jerome Avenue, and west of Third Avenue and Harlem Rail. 

~'oad, ~nd e~teJlding from QU\3 HuItdreq s,11c1 Sixty-first Street 

i 
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to Woodlawn Oemetery, with certain modifications to meet 
suggestions from prpperty owners. 

Also from Mr. H. H. Dundon, withdrawing his objections 
to said map as modified. 

Also from Mr. Samuel R. Filley, President, and Mr. D. B. 
\ Frisbee, Secretary of the North Side Association, forwarding a 

copy of the following preambles and resolutions adopted by 
the Executive Committee of said association on the 16th in
stant, viz. : 

W7!ereas, Mnch complaint is expressed at the delay incident to the completion 
of the snrvey and maps for the 'l'wenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards which 
have so long been in progress; and 

Whereas, The map for that portion of the district bonnded on the west by 
Jerome Avenue, on the east by Third and Berrian Avenues, on the Gorth by 
Woodlawn Cemetery, and on the south by One Hundred and Sixty-first Street, 
and known as the Central District, has been completed, and only await~ the 
action of the Department of Public Parks for its adoption; therefore be it 

ResoZ,Jed, That we, the Executive Committee of the Northside Association, in 
response to the general desire to have all the work completed and established, 
re~pectfully urge the Department of Public Parks to approye of the map of the 
Central District as now pI'esented by the engineers, believing, first, that it is a 
well designed and carefully considered work; and secona, that it meets the 
approbation of the large majority of all persons interested in the work. 

R~8oZ,ved, That the President and Secretary be, and they are hereby, instructed 
to forward to the Departmeut of Public Parks a certified CllPY of the foregoing 
preambles and resolutions, ' 

'Mr. L. A. Rockwell and Mr. H. E. Droz, a committee from 
the Oentral Asso('iation of Tremont, were then received, and 
stated that they still objected to the pmposeCl change of Bail
road Avenue, the closing of Myrtle Avenue aud the laying ant 
of a new avenue between Railroad Avenue and 'Washiugton 
Avenue, as shown on said map. 

They then retired, and 
The PRESIDENT moved that said communications nnd the 

subject of said map be laid over until the next meeting. 
(Minutes, Dec'r 19, 1877, p. 4'2.) 

Adopted. 

Bridge at 161st Street, o,"er Harlem Railroad. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that to repair 
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the approaches to the Bridge at One Hundred and Sixty-first 
Street, over the Harlem Railroad, as recommended by the 
Civil and Topographical Engineer, would cost from $600 to 
$700. 

(Minutes, Feb'y 13, 1878, p. 599.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have the approaches to said bridge levelled, and 
the holes and unevenness in the road filled up. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes":"-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conovp,r, Lane 
-4. 

Boston Road. 

From Mr. Jolin H. Keller and five other owners of property 
and taxpayers, asking that the map of the old Boston Post 
Road, from Union Avenue, in the Twenty-third Ward, to Lo
cust Avenue, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, be adopted and con
firmed. 

(Minutes, Feb. 13, 1878, p. 601.) 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer. 

Applications. 

The following applications were received and ordered to be 
filed, viz. : 

From Mr. E. C. Morrison, for the position of Superintendent of the Twenty-third 
and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

From Mr. Morris Wilkins and forty other gentlemen, on behalf of Mr. E. C. Mor
rison, for said position. 

From Mr. Daniel Valentine and twenty other gentlemen, on behalf of Mr. E. C. 
Morrison, foJ' said position. 

From Mr. William Cauldwell and six other gentlemen, formerly members of the 
Board of Trustees of Morrisania, in behalf of Mr. E. C. Morrisou, for said 
position. 

From Mr. John Cassin, for the position of Blacksmith's Helper. This application 
is endorsed by Mr. John J. Gorman and seventeen other gentlemen. 

/ 
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Audit. 

Oommissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Am. Dist. Telg. Co. rent and services ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... 

American Clock Co., clock ............. Museum of Art .•. 

Arnold, D. P., meat and vegetables ...•. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... 

Central Gas Light Co., gas ••..•••••••• Harlem R. B. Rep. 

Impt., & Maint. 

Harmer, Hays '" Co., carriage mate-

rials ............................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ...... . 

Kelso Bros., coal. ....••.......•...••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., ..... 

Surveying, laying 

out, &c., 23d 

.I: 24th Wards .. 

Martin, J. M. C. & Sons, brush ....... , . MU5eum of Art .. . 

Mounts, H. R. Son, brushes .........••. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Mulcahy & Hopkins, angle iron ....•••• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Mulholland, P., labor and materials ..... Mott Ave., 138th 

and 144th St. 

sewers •.•.•••• 

N. Y. Mutual Gas Light Co., meter gas .• Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Rogers, H. A., files, scoops, scissors, &c. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .•••••• 

M Ulleum of Art ... 

$81 00 

9 00 

$50 35 

50 

$15 25 

6 00 

265 50 

46 6'7 

8 50 

90 00 

1 00 

24 50 

'7 56 

1,135 63 

41 20 

50 8(; 
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Seaman, john A., paint, varnish and 

glue ............................. City Parks Impt. F. $11 50 

Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP....... 12 40 

Vaux, C., commissions ................ Museum of Nat. 

"History ....... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places .•.. ,. . • . . $1106 26 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement, and Mainte-

nance ........... '" . . .. .. .. .. .. ..... .... ••.. ....• . 46 67 

City Parks Improvement Fund ..... " .... .... ..... .. .. . 11 50 

Surveying, Laying-out, &Cc., 23d and 24th Wards... .. ... I) 00 

Museum of Natural History. .............. ............. 575 ;'0 

Museum of Art ..•.......... " ... , ...... '" . . .. ... .• . 7 50 

Mott Avenue, 138th Street and 144th Street sewers. ...... 1,135 63 

$23 90 

575 30 

$2,291 86 

$2,291 86 

Amounting in the aggregate to the snm of twenty-two hundred ninety-one 

dollars and eighty six cents. 

(Signed) S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
SAM'L CONOVER, l Committee. 

NEW YORK, February, 20, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 

I 
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Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public Parh in account with 

Smith E. Lane, Treasurer. 

1878. CR. 

Feb. 6 to 20. By cash . received from permits, pound, and 
sundry receipts ..... " ... , .. " . . . . .. • • • . • $23 00 

$23 00 
DR. 

Feb. 6 to 20. To cash l'aid into the City Treasury. . .. ...•.. $20 00 

" balance on hand. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . 3 00 

$23 00 

(Signed) SMITH E. LANE, 

Treasurer, D. P. r. 
NEW YORK, Wednesday, Feb. 20th, 1878, 

9:30 A. M. 

Maintenance of the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT presented the following report upon the ex

pense of the maintenance of the parks during 1878, which was 

received and ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS, 
NEW YORK, Feb. 20th, 1878. 

To the Board (1 Commissioners: 
Gentlemen,-I present herewith a statement of expenses 

(actual and estimated) for the current year, chargeable to 
Maintenance Account, from which it will be seen that an imme
diate readjustment of the force and wages is necessary in order 
to keep within the limits of our reduced appropriations. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) JAs. F. WENMAN, 
President. 

With the present force of laborers on full time, the cost 
per month, for maintenance only, is .... $8,855 00 

Amounting for the year to the sum of .... , " ..... ,. . $106,260 00 
During the summer months at least 25 additional labor. 

ers will be required for mowing, &c.; 25 men for 
5 months will amount to .....•• '. . . .... .. . . .. . p,OOO 00 

Estimated supplies for 1878 are as follows: 
Coal ...... , t •• , , • , • !. t ••• t , • t ••••• , •• , ~ ••• ~ , t ••• , 1,500 00 
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Gas ........................•...•............•.. 
Gravel .....................••.............••... 
Feed for horses and animals .....•• L .............. . 

Materials ...................................... . 
Office rent ...........................•.......... 
Miscellaneous ........••........ , ..............•.• 

Amount allowed by Board of Apportionment for the 
year 1878, for maintenance .................. . 

Leaving a deficiency of ..........•....•............ 

$13,000 00 
5,000 00 
7,000 00 
2,500 00 
2,500 00 
1,000 00 $32.500 00 

$143,'16000 

140,000 00 

$3,760 00 

I recommend the following disposition of the force in order to bring ourselves 
within the appropriation: 

1st. That the Department reduce the force on the laborers' roll to the lowest 
possible minimum during- the season that the weather is unfavorable for work, by 
discharging such hel p as can be dispensed with without detrim~nt to the Depart. 
ment. 

2d. That all laborers detailed for special duty, and chargeable to maintenance, 
that can be dispensed with. be discharged. 

3d. That all laborers acting as toolmen be placed on active duty. 
4th. That the wages of all lahorers acting as attendants in the urinals, museums, 

&c., &c., and the ladies' maids within cottages, be reduced. 
fitl-.. That the pay of the General Foreman, foremen, gardeners, and all skilled 

artizans, be reduced. 

Parade Ground in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that a bill had been intro
duced in the Legislature to authorize the military to occupy 
such portion of any of the public parks as the Board of Alder
men shall direct, as a parade ground. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas, The use of any portion of Central Park as a parade 
ground by the military, would be subversive of the purposes for 
which the Park was constructed, and would be most injurious 
and detrimental to it, and to the enjoyment of it by the people; 
therefore, 

Resolued, That the President be requested to prepare a suit
able remonstrance from the Department against the passage 
of any bm authorizing such a use of the Central Park, or ar:y 
portion of it. 

(Minutes, March 7, 1877, p. 667.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

f.l.gree to f:)aid preamble at:\d, resOhl,tioD, and it WM det(ilrmined 

I 

.. 
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in the affirmative, a majority of aU the members of the' Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Central Bridge. 

, The PRESIDENT verbally reported that he had directed the 
Snperintendent of Parks to return all laborers working at Cen

tral Bridge to their gangs, and he moved that his action be 
approved. 

(Minutes, June 20,1877, p. 116.) 

Adopted. 

Screened Gravel. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Treasurer be authorized to 
issue orders for screened gravel for the parks, not exceeding in 
value $1,000. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
tLgree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

II> majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenma.n, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

W. L. Fischer. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Wm. L. Fischer, foreman of gardeners, 

be, and hereby is, discharged from and after the first day of 
March, 1878, and that he remove from the Central Park on or 
before that day. 

(Minutes, January 20, 1877, p. 553.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Sewer in Third Ave. and 143d St. 

The PRESIDENT presented the assessment list for, and the 

statement of the amount and cost of the work of, constructing 
the sewer in Third Avenue and One hundred and forty-third 

Street, and offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the assessment-list for the work of construct
ing a sewer. with its appurtenances, in One hundred and forty
third Street, from a point seventy-five feet west of Third Ave
nue to said Avenue, and in 'fhird Avenue from One hundred 
and forty-third Street to One hundred and forty-sixth Street, 
in the 'fwenty-third Ward, and also the statement of the 
amount and cost of the WDrk, be approved and signed by the 
Commissioners and transmitted to the Board of Assessors. 

(Minutes, Oct. 31, 1877, p. 370.) 

The President put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follm~s : 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Receiving Basin at Lincoln Avenue and 135th St. 

The PRESIDENT presented the assessment-list for, and the 
statement of the amount and cost of, the work of constructing 

a receiving basin at the northeast corner of Lincoln Avenue 

and One hundred and thirty-fifth Street, and offered the follow

ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the assessment-list for the work of construct
ing a receiving basin and sewer connection at Lincoln Avenue 
and One hundred and thirty-fifth Street, in the Twenty-third 
Ward, and also the statement of the amount and cost of the 
work, be approved and sigued by the Commissioners and trans
mitted to the Board of Assessors. 

(Minutes, Nov. 21, 1877, P 398.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

!!ol!)ree to s~id r~solution! and it was determined in tqe affi.rm~ .. 

I 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, ConoTer, Lane 
-4. 

Denman Place 

The PRESIDENT stated that the work of regulating and grading 
Denman Place, in the Twenty-third Ward, was completed by 
the contractors on the 27th August, 1874, but that owing to an 
injunction issued by the Supreme Oourt, the certificate for the 
cost of the work was not issued until the 13th September, 1877. 
That the conbactors consider themselves entitled to interest 
on the amount from the completion of the contract, but that 
the Comptroller refuses to pay interest, as the certificate issued 
does not state the date of the completion of the work. 

He then moved that a certificate, stating the date of the 
completion of the work, be signed by the Commissioners and 
transmitted to the Finar:ce Department. 

(Minutes, September 12, 18'7'7, p.2'76.) 

Adopted. 

On motion of the PRERIDENT, the Board adjourned at 12 
o'clock, M., to meet on Wednesday, the 27th instant, at 9:15 

0' clock A. M. 

Wru:. IRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRU &..BY 27th, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9:15 O'CLOCK, A.M. 

Present--Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 20th inst. were 
read and approved. 

Zoological Garuens : 

On motion of the President, the order of business was sus
pended, and Messrs. James M. Constable, Hugh Auchinclos 
and Albert S. Bickmore, a Committee from the" American Zo
ological and Botanical Garden Company Limited," were re
ceived. 

They presented a draft bill to authorize the Department to set 
apart and appropriate the portion of Central Park between the 
drive-way on the westerly side of the Park and Eighth Avenue, 
and extending from Ninety-sixth Street to One Hundred and 
Tenth Street, for the purposes of a Zoological and Botanical 
Garden, and to make a contract with said" American Zoologi
cal and Botanical Garden Company Limited," for the estab

lishment and conducting of said garden. 
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'rhey also presented memoranda, stating the principal heads 

of such a contract as they would be prepared to make with 

the Department, should the bill be passed by the Legislature. 
The following is a copy of said memoranda, viz. : 

MEMORANDA. 

1. Capital not to be less than $200,000, to be disbursed during the first three 
years. 

2. Admisoion.-Sundays free. Saturdays free to the pupils of the public schools 
when visiting iu a body under the care of their teachers-one day, 50 cents; 
other days, 25 cents. 

3. Receipts to be applied, 1st. To maintenance; 2d. To interest at 7 per cent. on 
stock and bonds paid for; 3d. The Eurplus, if any, to be devoted to the pur
chase of more animals, the improvement of the grounds or reduction of 
admission. 

4. The City is not to be at any expense, eithel' for the construction .01' maintenance 
of said gardens, except furnishing policemen to preserve order. 

5. The City authorities to have the right to investigate the accounts of the Cor
poration. 

6. The City to have the right to re-enter into possession of the grounds upon reim
bursing the amount of moneys actually contribnted by stock and bond
holders. 

(Minutes, January 9, 1878, p. 502.) 

They requested that the Department would forward the bill 
to the Legislature with a recommendation for its passage. 

They then retired, 

The order of business was then resumed, and the following 
communications were presented and read; 

Denman Place. 

From the Comptroller of the City as follows: 

Hon. JAME~ F. ""E'BfAN, 

CITY OF NEW YORK-FINANCE DEPARTMENT,} 
COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 

February 23d, 1878. 

President Dept. Parks: 
SIR,-Certificate No. 12, issued by the Commissioners of the Department of 

Publi0 Parks, 13th September, 1877, in pursuance of Section 7, Chapter 329, Laws 
1874, certifying that there is due to Henry Schmidt and Frank Beck, Assignees of 
J. Finnegan, 83,564.57, has heen presented to this Department for payment. Un
der the provisions of the law ahove referred to, the Commissioners of the Depart
ment of Parks are required, after having approved the Certificate of the Engiueer, 
to deliver to the contractor certificates in which they shall state the amounts due 
according t,o the terms of theil' several contracts. 

The con~ractol' was entitled to interest fl'om the t.ime of the completion of the 
work, autY the certificate should have been issued for the amount earned nnder the 
con tract, with intere,t added to date of issue. 

The assessment provides for the interest, and the holders of the certificate are 
jnstly entitled to it, but this Department can pay the amount of the certificate as, 
ieslled by your De.r~rt!llent. wilh intcfc~t added, only from tbe dato of the issue, 

I 
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On the IBth of September, 1877, there was due $4,327.43, instead of $3,564.5~, 
as certified, and should the holders of the Certificate bring suit, the City would 
have no valid defense. 

I am of the opinion that the Department of Parks should correct what is an 
apparent error, and enable the payment to be made in accordance with the assess
ment. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) JOHN KELLY, 

. Oomptroller. 

Endorsed on said communication is the following, from the 
Counsel to the Corporation: 

I respectfully recommend that the suggestions of the Comptroller, contained in 
the above letter, be complied with, and that, upon the surrender of the former 
certificate, a new certificate be issued with interest added to the date of the assess
ment laid, pursuant to Section 7, of Chapter 329, of the laws of 1874. 

(Signed) WM. C. WHITNEY. 

February 26, 1878. 
Oounsel to the Corporation. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the request of the 
Comptroller be complied with, and that on the surrender of 
the certificate heretofore issued, a new certificate be issued, 
including interest. 

(Minutes, Sept. 12,1876, p. 276.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Steam Roller. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, stating that the 
steam roller which this Department borrowed from the Depart
ment of Public Works, in December, 1876, had been returned 
in an unsatisfactory condition, and asking that this Depart
ment would have it properly repaired and restored. 

(Minutes, February 13, 1878, p. 605.) 

Referred to the President. 
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H. B. Dodworth. 

From the Secretary of the Board of Estimate and Appor

tionment forwarding a copy of the following resolution, which 

had been adopted by that Board on the 19th inst., viz. : 
Resolved, That the sum of two hundred and eighty.four dollars be, and the 

same is herf'by transferred from the appropriation for" Cleaning Streets under 
Police Department" for 1875, the same being in exeess of the amonnt required for I 
the purposes and obj~cts thereof, to the appropriation for "Maintenance and 
Government of Parks and Places" for 1873, the same being insufficient. 

(Minutes, January 16,1878, p.520.) 

Filed. 

Museum of Art. Boilers. 

From the Police DeFartment, certifying to the inspection of 

the two boilers in the Museum of Art. 
Filed. 

:boston Road. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting 

upon the applications of owners of property to have the map of 

Boston Road adopted, and submitting a map of that road 

from Third Avenne in the Twenty-third Ward to Locust 
Avenue in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

(.Minutes, February 20, 1878, p. 612 . .) 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the authority con
ferred UpOl~ the Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the City of New York by Chapters 329 and 604 of 
the Laws of Ib74, and Chapter 436 of the Laws of 1876, they 
do hereby layout, establish and designate as a road of the 
first class, the Boston Road, frol11 Third Avenue in the Twenty
third Ward, to Locust A venue in the Twenty-fourth Ward, of 
the width, extent and direction that the same is shown by red 
lines, figures and color on a map or plan entitled "Plan of the 
Boston Road in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards," 
dated" New York, February 25th, 1878," and signed" J. J. R. 
Croef', Civil and Topographical Engineer," the same being 
such as to the said Commissioners, or a majority of them 
.. eem most conducive to the public good; and that the 
President of the Department cause the said road to be 
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surveyed and designated by proper monuments where it 
is not already so designated, and also cause three similar 
maps or plans of the same to be prepared and submitted to 
this Board, to be filed in pursuance of said laws above men
tioned. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
\ agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commi~sioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

C. R. Schott. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, forwarding an 
application from Mr. O. R. Schott, Division Engineer for an 
extension of leave for one month. 

(Minutes, January 30, 1878, p. 564.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that Mr. O. R. Schott, Division 
Engineer, be granted leave or absence until April 1st, 1878, 
without pay. 

Adopted. 

Arthur Krause. 

From the Superintending Architect, forwarding the resigna
tion of Mr. Arthur Krause, draughtsmen, to take effect on the 
25th inst. 

(Minutes, January 5. 1878, p. 493.) 

Accepted. 

Riverside Avenue. 

From Mr. Thomas Franklin, Assistant Surveyor, reporting 
the amonnt earned and paid to the contractors for the improve
ment and construction of Riverside Avenue up to the Twenty. 
sixth inst. 

(Minutes, ·Fehruary 13, 1878, p. 596.) 

Laid over. 
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Riverside A venue. 

From Messrs. Decker and Quintard, contractors for the im
provement and construction of Riverside A venue, requesting 
that a supplementary agreement be made with them without 
delay, upon such terms as to price as shall be agreed upon, for 
building abutments and piers for the trestle work. / 

(Minutes, October 24, 1877, p. 358.) 

Laid over. 

Bronx River Road. 

From Mr. William A. Booth, Trustee, and three other owners 
of property fronting on the road know as Bronx River Road in 
the Twenty-fourth Ward, requesting that proceedings be com
menced to acquire the title thereto, from Woodlawn Station on 
the Harlem Railroad and Grand A venue to the north line of 
the Oity. 

(Minntes, July 18, 1877, p. 166.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Oounsel to the Oorporation be, and hereby 

is, authorized and requested to commence and prosecute pro~ 
ceedings on behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Oommonalty of 
the Oity of New York, for the purpose of acquiring the title to 
the road or streflt commonly known as BTOnx River Road in the 
Twenty-fourth Ward of said city, and extending from W ood
lawn Station on the New York and Harlem Railroad and 
Grand Avenue, to the north line of the Oity of New York, as 
same has been heretofore laid out by this Department, as :l. 

first class road or street. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane, 
-4. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. R. L. Stuart, President of the American Museum 
of Natural History, requesting that the men now employed in 
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the Arsenal building and paid from the fund for the mainten

ance of Museums, be not charged to that fund in the future as 
they are now of very little service. 

Referred to the President. 

Mount St. Vincent. 

\ From Mr. C. Ryan, licensee for the sale of refreshments on 
Central Park, requesting that a boiler now at the workshops 

in Central Park, b8 allowed to be placed in the basement at 
Mount St. Vincent for the purpose of heating the building 

by steam, and that if permission is so given, he will provide 
another similar boiler and do the whole work for the sum Of 
$500 to be credited to him on account of his license fees. 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 524.) 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks to report. 

F. L. Olmsted. 

From Mr. F. L. Olmsted, asking for an extension of leave of 

absence. 
(Miuutes, January 23, 1878, p. 556.) 

Filed. 

Casper Antes. 

From Gate-keeper Casper Antes, applying to be promoted. 
Filed. 

W aldron Young. 

From Skilled laborer Waldron Young, asking for an increase 

of pay. 

Filed. 

W. L. Fischer. 

From Wm. L. Fischer, Foreman of Gardeners, requesting 

to be allowed to remain in the house on Centra,l fo,rk which he 

occupies, until April 1st, 1878. 
(M~U"t!lB, February lilt, 1678, p. (i17.) 



628 [ Wednesday, 

Commissioner LANE moved that Mr. W. L. Fischer be allow

ed to remain in said house until the 15th day of March, 1878. 
Adopted. 

Applications. 

The foHowing applications were received and ordered to be 

filed: 
From Mr. John Wheeler, 011 behalf of Mr. James McKiever, for a position as' 

for"mal1. 
From Mr. Henry A. Gumbletol1, on behalf of same. 
From Mr. Hiram R Dater, on behalf of Mr. Nicholas Sheridan, for a position on 

the police force. 
From Mr. Jonathan Edwards, on behalf of same. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report, that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ......... _ ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... $2500 

Gardner & Co., scats ................. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 1 80 

Hunter, Keller & Co., iron pipe, &c .... l\Iaint. and Govt. 

P. &P ....... . Hi 33 

Kelso Bros., coaL •.................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...•.. $17 10 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Imp. do 

Maint.......... 90 

----- 1800 

Lawrence, F. W., concrete paving ...... Museum of Art .. . 1,370 00 

Mott. J. L. Irou \Vorks, zinc anel iron ... Museum of Art .. . 21 62 

Poillon, C. & R, timber ............... Harlem River B. 

Impt. & Maint .. $160 78 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•.. 30 21 
190 99 

Reeves, Robert C., dried peas .•...•.•• Maint. and Govt. 

P. ~nd P ...... 3 00 

/ 
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Rogen, H. A., bolts and keys .•.•••.... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... ~10 56 

Seaman, John A., paints, turpentine, and 

hardware ......••••••.....•........ Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . $52 80 

City Parks Impt. 

F........ .... 14 90 

Smith, Elward, materials lind labor .... Museum of Nat. 

History ...... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, ... . 

Harlem River Bridges, RepairH, Impt. and Maint ........ . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ....•.................... 

Museum of Art .•...........•.•.............. ' ...... . 

M USBUm Natural History ....•••...•...•...•........... 

$H5 80 

161 68 

14 90 

1,391 62 

295 00 

6'1 '10 

295 00 

$2,019 00 

-- $2,01900 

Amounting in the aggregate to the Bum of two thousand and nineteen dollars. 

(Signed) S. E. LANE, t Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, \ OommittH. 

New York, February 27th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

there, as follows 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Police Force. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had employed Dr. 
·E. T. T. Marsh to make the physical examination of the police 
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force, as requested by the Board, and presented the report of 

Dl'. Marsh. 
(Minutes, February 13,1878, P 606.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said report be accepted, 
and that it be referred to the Special Committee on Police, 
consisting of the President, and Commissioner Conover, to 
examine and report upon. 

(Minutes, Jauuary 15, 1878, p. 493.) 

Adopted. 

Offices. 

The PRESIDENT, to whom it was referred to examine and re

port upon the subject of offices for the Department, verbally 

reported that the New York Mutual Gas Light Company 
offered to make an extension at the rear of the offices now 

occupied by the Department, and to give the Department a 
lease for five years from May 1, 1878, at the rate of $2,500 
per annum, That he had consulted the Counsel to the Cor

poration as to the auth01-ity of the Department to take a lease 

£01' that length' of time, and he had received the following 
reply, viz. : 

Hon. JAMES F. WENMAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
OFFICE: OF TIlE COU.sCIL TO 'fHE CORPORATIO.l!, 

NEW YORK, February 20, 1878. 

P1'esident Departme>d Fublic Parks: 
Sir,-I duly received your communication of the 7th inst" in which you state 

that the lease of the offices occupied by the Park Department, at 36 Union 
~quflre, will expire on the 1st day of May next; that such lease was made for five 
year, from May 1, 187H, at a rate of six thousand dollars for the first year and 
five thousand dollars for each of the succeeding years; that the Department is 
desirous to remain in th" same offices, and the landlord, the New York Mutual 
Gas Light Company, has offered to make certain improvements in the offices, and 
to give a lease of them for five years from May 1, 1878, at twenty-five hundred 
dollars per year. You request my opiJlion, therefore, whether the Park Depart
ment has the power and authority to cunclude and execute a lease of the offices 
for its use UpOIl the above terms, which sh"1I be binding upon the Mayor, Alder' 
men, and Commonalty of the City of New York. 

Section 89 of the Charter of 1873 contains, among other provisions, the fol. 
lowing: 

" No expense shall be incurred by any of the Departments, Boards, or officers 
" thereof, unless an appropriation shall have been previously made covering such 
" expense. 

No apprvpriation has been made out of which the rent of offices for the Park 
Department can be paid, except for the present year, and I am therefore con
strained to advise you that the Park Department has no authority to take a lease 
of the offices in question for a period of five years. The only way in which the 

/ 
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Department, under existing laws, could make such a lease would be to obtain 
authority therefor from the Common Council. 

To prevent misapprehension, it is proper for me to add that the lease referred 
to in your letter, which is about to expire, of the premises now occupied by the 
Park Department was made before the passage of the Charter of 1873. A ques
tion as to the validity of that lease was raised by the late Comptroller, Mr. 
Green, and was submitted to this Department for my opinion thereon. On exam
ination it seemed to me that, as the powers formerly possessed by the Commis' 
sioners of the Central Park were conferred, without limitation, upon the Depart· 
ment of Parks created by the Oharter of 1870, such Department had the right to 
make such lease. Whether this view was correct or not, it seems very clear that 
under the present Charter the Park Department has no right to make II lease for 
five years. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully, 
(Signed) WM.. C. WHITNEY, 

Ooun6el to the Corporation. 

Commissioner 
tion: 

(Minutes, January 16, 1878, p. 528.) 

CONOVER then offered the following resoIu-

ResuZved,-That the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
to make an agreement with the New York Mutual Gas Light 
Company for the premises noW occupied by the Department., 
from May 1st to Decem bel' 31st, 1878, both days included, at a 
rent not exceeding the rate of $2,500 per annUm. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Geological Collection from Mount Gothard Tunnel. 

The PRESIDENT verbally reported that he had consulted with 
some of the officers of the American :Museum of N atuml His
tory in relation to the Geological Collection from Mount 
Gothard Tunnel, which has been offered to the Department.~ 
and that he had been informed by them that the Collection 
would be very valuable, and that if the Department would 
place it on exhibition in the American Museum of Natural 
Hi£tory when recei'\"ed, that association would pay any expenses 
incurred for freight, &c. 

(Minutes, Feb. 20, lS~8, p. 1\09.) 
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Commissioner LANE moved that the President be requested 

to forward an application for said Collection when he receives 
the written guarantee of the American Museum of Natural 

History to pay any expenses which may be iucurred. 
Adopted. 

James C. Aldrich. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. James C. Aldrich, Superintending En

gineer on Riverside Avenue Construction, be, and hereby is, 
suspended; that it is proposed to remove him, and that he be 
allowed an opportunity to appear before the Board at its next 
meeting for a hearing, in accordance with the law. 

(Minutes, Dec. 20, 1876, p. 487. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

'thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s:-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-So 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

Wages of Foremen, Laborers, &c. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the pay of the undermentioned employes, 

and classes of employes, be fixed as follows, to take effect on 
March 3d, 1878, viz. : 

General Foreman, C. B. Trimble.. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..... . 
General Foreman. I. Jerome .................••..... , ... ' . 
Foreman. E. H. Treadwell ........ , ...................... . 
Foreman, John Meehan .............................•...... 
Mechanical Engineer, J. H. Van Riper ..................... . 
All other Foremen ............................ " ... ' •.... 
Superintending G ardene)' ........... " ..............••..•.. 
Division Gardeners................... . ................• 
Gardeners ............................................. . 
Engineers on SteAm Engines ............. , ..........•...... 
Masons .............................................. . 
Stone Cutters .. , ....•................•........•.......... 
Cartmen ................................................ . 
Harness Makers ........ '" .......•..........••.........• 
Carpenters .•.. , ........•.•...... , ••.........•.....•.... 
Painters ............ , .................................. . 
Plnmbers .............................................. . 
Skilled Blacksmiths ..................................... . 

$4 00 per day, 
400 Ii " 

4 00 " 
4 00 " 
400 " 
3 50 Ii 

5 00 " 
2 00 Ii 

1 80 " 
2 50 " 
3 00 " 
3 00 " 
3 00 " 
250 " 
2 50 " 
2 50 " 
2 50 Ii 

3 25 " 

/ 
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Blacksmiths .....•• " ..•......•••••.....•.•.•.•.•••.•.... 
Laborers employed in Cottages ..... , .. " .•................. 
Ladies' Maids employed in Cottages .......•............... , • 
.John Watkins, Janitor ................................... . 
Thomas Meehan, Janitor ....•• '" .•......•...........•.... 
Laborers employed in Arsenal. .....•.....•••. " ........... . 
Laborers employed in Museums .... _ ...................... . 
Laborers employed in Mount St. Vincent .... , . . . . .. • • •. . .. 
John Beckett, Messenger ...................•..........•... 
Henry Carpenter, Messenger .................. " ....•...... 
John McLanghlin, Messenger (doing Clerk's duty) ...... ' .•..... 
James H. Hart, Messenger (doing Clerk's duty) .•...•........ 
Laborers employed on Parks and Places .... , ..... , ...... , .. . 
Laborers employed in Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 
Tobias Lyness, Skilled Laborer ....•...............••....... 
Peter Carroll, " .............•• " ........ . 
John Reynolds, ........ _ ... _ ... _ .. _ ..... . 

$2 '15 per day] 
1 25 H " 

1 25 " 
3 00 ,. 
2 00 " 
1 25 " 
1 25 ,; 
1 25 " 
1 60 " 
1 60 " 
2 00 " 
2 50 " 
1 60 " 
1 50 " 
2 25 " 
2 00 " 
1 80 " 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 12.30 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 6th day of March, 
1878, at 9.15 o'clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D.P.P. 
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WEDNESDA Y, MARCH 6, 1878. 

REGULAR MEETING-9.15 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 
" 

WE'l'MORE. 
CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the pre\'ious meeting of the 27th }~ebruary, 

1878, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read; 

Streets in 23d Ward. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of this 
Department to the condition of the street pavements in Third 
Avenue, between One hundred and forty-third and One hund

red and forty-sixth Streets; the Bridge over Mill Brook, at 
One hun<lred and fifty-sixth Street; and the Culvert, at the 

street crossing of Courtland Avenue and One hundred and 

sixty-first Street. 
Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer to re

port. 

Mt: St. Vincent. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the prop

osition of Mr. C. Ryan) to place boilers in the basement of Mt. 
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St. Vincent, in Oentral Park, and stating that the furnaces now 

used for heating that building are burned out, and it would. 

be necessary to replace them within a year. 
That the boiler now stored at the work shop has not been 

used for the past seven or eight years, and that the amount, 

viz., $500, for which Mr. Ryan offers to supply a second boiler, I 
and do all the work is a reasonable estimate. 

(Minutes, Feb. 27, 1878, p. 627.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that permission be given to 

Mr. O. Ryan to place the unused boiler, now at the work shop, 
in the basement of Mt. St. Vincent building, on condition that 

he provides and places another and similar boiler there also 

and furnishes and puts up all the necessary heating pipes, 
connections and radiators, in the different rooms, and does all 
the carpenters', masons' and painters' work necessary for the 

job, under the direction and supervision of the Superintending 

Architect; and that he be then credited the sum of $500 
therefor, on account of his fees, payable under his license. 

'Ihe PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, \Vetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 

Manhattan Square. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the ground, 

inside the approaches to the Museum of Natural History, on 
Manhattan Square, needs to be finished and seeded, to prevent 
its being washed by rains, and stating that to do so it will 

require from 150 to 200 cubic yards of mould. 

(Minutes, Sept. 12, 1877, p. 268.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
dirf:<cted to finish said ground, and seed it down at a cost not 
exceeding $250. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
" thereof, as follows : 

\ 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, 'Vetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 

Botanical Garden. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE, the order of business was 

snspended, and Messrs. George F. Betts, Samuel A. Strang, 

and James F. Ruggles, a committee from the" Trnstees of the 
Botanical Garden of the City of New York," were received, and 
presented a memorial reqnesting permission to establish their 

Botanical Garden on the northel:n portion of Manhattan Square, 
Central Park, as provided by the terms of Chapter 199 of the 

Laws of 1877. 

After the Committee were heard in support of their memo
rial, they retired. 

(Minutes, FebruaJ'Y 27, 1878, p. 621.) 

Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved-That the memorial of the" Trustees of the Botani
cal Garden of the City of New York" be received, and the same 

" referred to the Treasurer to report upon the application, and 
upon the proper form of a contract. 

Adopted. 
The order of business was then resumed, and the following 

communications were presented and read: 

Engineering Force on Riverside Avenue. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, stating that he is unable to pre

pare the pay-roll of the Engineers employed on Riverside Ave

nue, for the following reasons: 
1. That lVIr. Thomas H. Loomis, Assista'lt Engineer, who 

had signed a return of their time for the month of February, 

has not been authorized by the Board to make such return. 
2. That he has not received the weekly returns called for by 

the rules of the Department. 
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3. That Mr. J. O. Aldrich, Superintending Engineer, was 
suspended on the 27th February, 1878, and that consequently 

he cannot allow him time for the 28th February, 11378, as men
tioned in the return signed by Mr. Loomis. 

(Minntes, February 27th, 1878, p. 632.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That Mr. Thomas H. Loomis, Assistant Engineer, 

be, and hereby is, authorized to make and sign the weekly re
turns of time for the engineers employed on Riverside Avenue, 
up to and including the 27th day of February, 1878; that Mr. 
Thomas Franklin, Assistant Surveyor, be, and hereby is, 
placed in charge of the work on Riverside Avenue until further 
order, and that he make and sign the returns of time from and 
including the 2Sth day of Febru-ary, 1878. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affimra

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Jas. C. Aldrich, 

From Mr. J. O. Aldrich, Superintending Engineer of River
side Avenue improvement and construction, requesting to be 
informed of the canse of his proposed removal. 

Filed. 
(Minutes, February 27, 1878, p. 632.) 

From the Oounsel to the Corpomtion, stating it as his 

opinion, that Mr. J as. C. Aldrich is not entitled to a hearing 
and notice of the cause of his proposed removal, as provided 
in the case of regular clerks and heads of bureaux, by Sec. 28, 

Chap. 335, of the Laws of 1873. 
Filed. 

James Lynch. Brook Aveuue Sewer. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, requesting 
authority to assign an inspector to duty ou Brook Avenue 

sewer, in consequence of the resumption of the work. 
(Minutes, January 2, 1878, p. 474.) 

I 

( 
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Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Re.solved, That James Lynch be, and hereby is, appointed 
an Inspector on Brook Avenue sewer, and that his pay be fixed 
at $4 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the. Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Map of Sewerage District in 23d Ward. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, submitting five 

similar maps of a sewerage district in the Twenty-third Ward, 

east of Courtland, Alexander and Willis Avenues. 
(Minutes, December 26, 1877, p. 459.) 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the map or plan for the sewerage and drain
age district ill the Twenty-third Ward, lying east of Courtland 
Avenue, A18xallder Avenue, and Willis Avenue, entitled "Plan 
of Drainage for Sewerage District, No. 33 A, in the Twenty
third Ward of the City of New York," dated "New York, 
March 5th, 1878," and signed" J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topo
graphical Engineer, D. P. P.," be, and hereby is, approved; 
that it be fihl, and that similar maps or plans be filed in the 
{oliowing offices, viz. : The office of the Common Council, the 
office of the Comptroller of the City, the Health Department, 
and the Department of Public Works. 

The PRE~IDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

affl'ee to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

--4. 

Streets, &c., in 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that 

there is a pile of paving stones and sand belonging to the De
partment in the carriage-way at Tbird Avenue Bridge; that 



640 [ Wednesday, 

the receiving basin at the corner of the Southern Boulevard 
and Lincoln Avenue is choked, and that the Boston Road 

near the Third A venue is badly gullied, and growing worse 
every day. 

Filed. 

Sewer in 144th Street. 

From Mr. George O. Goeller, complaining that the con
tractor for the construction of the sewer in One hundred and 
forty-fourth street, allows the water drawn from the trench fer 
said sewer, to flow ovel' the side walk nnd the adjoining prop
erty, and that the street is rendered impassible for vehicles. 
Also mentioning some repairs which are needed to the streets 
in the Twenty-third Ward. 

Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting 
upon the complaint of Mr. Goeller, concerning the work on the 
sewer in One hundred and Forty-fourth street, and stating that 
in consequence of the contractor having struck a very wet and 
bad place in the excavation, it has sometimes occurred that 
the water had run on the side walk, but that no damage has 
been done to any property. 

That of necessity the street is somewhat obstructed, but 
that there is no house on the street which cannot be reached 
by a wagon or a Fire Engine. 

Filed. 

Riverside A venue. 

From Mr. Wm. R. Martin, stating that he has been unable 
to draw up a report upon the various questions, relating to 
Riverside Avenue improvement, &c., which was satisfactory to 
the contractors; that since he left the Board the contractors 
have raised new questions; that for him to report upon such 
questions would seem to be going beyo~d the request made of 

I 

, 
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him, and that in the controversy that might ensue it wonld 

rather embarrass than aid the action of the Board. 
(Minutes, February 6, 1878, p. 583.) 

Filed. 

Bath House at Battery. 

From ]\fl'. Isaac Hall, asking for a license to moor his bath 

at the Battery during the season of 1878. 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. Isaac Hall be granted a 

license to moor his bath outside of the wall of Battery Park, 

upon the same terms as last year, that his license fee be fixed 

at $575, and that he (the President) be authorized to sign said 
license on behalf of the Department. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1378, p. 710.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Mineral Springs. 

From Mr. Carl H. Schultz, licensee of the Mineral Springs, 

requesting the Department to authorize him to erect another 
building in Central Park for the sale of mineral waters in place 
of the one now used for that purpose, to cancel his present 

license, and grant him a license the fees payable under which 
would be fixed by the amount of business he did, and that 
the fees should be credited to him until he was repaid the 
cost of the building. 

(Minutes, October 3, 1877, p. 326.) 

Referred to Commissioner Lane to report upon. 

T. J. O'Sullivan. 

From Mr. T. J. O'Sullivau, draughtsman, who has been ab
sent on account of sicknes3 since the middle of November, 
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1877, asking to be paid for the portion of Novemb':lr of which 

he was absent, and also for December, 1877. 
(Minutes, January 31, 1877, p. 593.) 

Commissioner WET~IORE moved that the application of Mr. 

O'Sullivan be refused. 
Adopted. 

Morse Statue. 

From Mr. James D. Reid, requesting that t.ho position of 
the Morse Statue be changed, or that the base on which the 
pedestal rests be raised one foot. 

(Minutes, September 12, 1877, p. 281.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
instructed to have the base of said pedestal raised one foot 
and the grounds sloped up to it. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Road leading from Riverdale A venue to Spuyten Duyvil Station. 

From Mr. Hiram Barney and fifteen other owners of prop
erty, requesting that proceedings be taken to acquire the title 

to the land for the proposed parkway from the railway station 
at Spuyten Duyvil to Riverdale Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be, and here

by is, authorized and requested to commence and prosecute 
proceedings on behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Common
altyof the City of New York, for the purpose of acquiring the 
title to the road or street running from the Spuyten Duyvil 
Station on the Hudson River Railroad to Riverdale Avenue at 
or near the land and premises belonging to Hiram Barney as 
the same has been heretofore laid out by this Department, as 
a first-class road or street. 

i 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'Y eilman, vVetmore, Conover, IJane 
-4. 

Foot-ball. 

From Mr. A. Shumway, .Jr., and other students of the Col

lege of the City of New York, askillg to be permitted to play 

foot-ball in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the application of Mr. Shumway, 
Jr., and others be refused, on the ground thai it is contrary to 

the rules of the Department. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Baker, Smith &; Co., material and labor .. Mus. Nat!. Hist., $190 00 

Claflin, H. B. &; Co., bleached muslin .... Surveying, laying 

out, &:c., 23d &; 

24th Wards... . 11 00 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber .............. City Parks Impt.F. $210 42 

Maint. &; Govmt. 

P. &: P... ..... l5 00 

Croes, J. James R., petty expenses ...... Surveyiug, layiug 

out, &;c., 23d &; 

24th Wards .... 

Gold &; Stock Telegraph Co., rent of line,Maint. &; Govmt. 

P. &;P ....... . 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses ............ Maint. &; Govmt. 

P. &P ........ 

Maint. 23d &; 24th 

$57 58 

Wards........ 440 

225 42 

78 34 

62 50 

61 98 
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Irwin, Wm., petty expenses, .•. ' '" .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. andP ....... 

Kelso Bros., coal .................... Maint. and Govmt. 

Morgan, J. Pierpont. Treas., expenses, 

P. and P ..... . 

Surveying Lay-

ing out, etc., 23d 

and 24 th IY a.rds. 

Museum of Art ... 

Mus. N. Hist ....................... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Marsh, E. T. T., M.D., services ....... , . Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....... 

Mount's, H. R. Sons, brushes .... , ...... Maint, and Gov't. 

P. & P ....... . 

Reeves, Robt. C., mown parts ......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. & P ....... . 

Rogers, H . .A.., hardware ............. Maint. and Govmt 

p. & P ....... . 

City Parki Impt. 

$81 00 

9 00 

9000 

$21 50 

Fund.......... 6 60 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..... " $1,696 03 

Surveying, laying out, &c., 2~d and 24th Wards ..•....... 

:Maintenance, &c., 23d and 24th Wards .•........•...... 

City Parks Improvempnt Fund. .. .. . . .. . . .. . ......... . 

Museum of Natural History ............. , ............ . 

Museum of Art ....... '.' .......... . 

98 34 

440 

217 02 

190 00 

90 00 

10 00 

180 00 

1,304 91 

6000 

14 9( 

78 60 

28 10 

$2,295 79 

$2,295 79 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of twenty-two hundred and ninety-five 

dollars and seventy-nine cents. 

New York, March 6th, 1878, 

SMITH E. LANE, 1 Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, f Committee, 

I 



Marc7~ 6, 1878.] 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prOV{1 them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whethtlr the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

\ a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Treasul'er's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes. 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

1878. 
Feby.20. 
Feby. 20} 

to 
March 6. 

Feby. 20} 
to 

March 6. 

March 9. 

Smith E. Lalle, TTeasurer. 

DR. 

By balance. .. ... . . .. . . .... . . .. . . .. . . .. .. . $3 00 

" cash received from permits, licenses 
pound, &c ........ " . . ... . . . . . . ... . .. $279 79 

--- $282 79 

CR. 

To cash paid into City Treasury. . .... .... $33 00 

" balance... ............ ... .... .. .. .... 249 79 

(Signed) 

--- $282 '79 

SMITH E. LA~E, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 
NEW YORK, Wednesday, March 6, 1878. 

9.30 A.M. 

Police trial. John ::lrnith. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally, that he had investigated 

a charge preferred against Patrolman John Smith, of neglect of 

duty, in that he was conversing while on his beat, and that he 
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found the offence was of so slight a character, he recommended 

that the eharge be dismissed. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the report be received, 

and the recommendation of the President adopted by the 

Board. 

Adopted. 

Steam Roller. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had the steam 

roller, which was returned to the Department of Public Works, 

exarnin·ed by the Mechanical Engineer of the Department, who 

reported that it was in fair condition, except the wood work 

and glass, and that it could be .repaired for a sum of about 

$150. He then presented a letter from the Superintendent of 

Parks, enclosing the statement of the :Mechanical Engineer. 
(Minutes, Feby. 27, 1878, p. 623.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said report be received, and 

that the Superintendent of Parks be directed to have said 

steam roller repaired at a cost not exceeding $150. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Aye.s-Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Police force. 

The PRESIDENT, the chairman of the Special Committee on 

the Police force, presented the following report. 

To the Board of C01nmissione}'s: 
The Special Committee on Police, to whom was referred the 

subject of the late medical examination of the force, beg leave 
to report the following ill connection therewith: 

Alter a careful examination of the subject, they find that in 
order to put the force in a thOJ oughly effective condition it 
will be necessary to make many changes and dismissals. 

I' 
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Many of the men, by their long terms of faithful services in the 
Department (especially those who have received personal in
juries while in active discharge of their duties) are entitled to 
favorable consideration by the Board; to such we recommend 
the only positions in our gift, where these men can be placed 
to lighten their labor and be in the service of the Department, 
viz., toolmen, men's cottages and urinals. 

We suggest the following changes: 
James Valles, as toolman, in place of John Wright, returned to gang. 
Patrick Burus, as toolman, in placp of Lylor Keating, returned to gang. 
Thomas Mulligan, as toolman, in place of vVm. Evans, returned to gang. 
John Culty, as tool man, in place of James Meehan, returned· to gang. 
Wm. Birk, as toolman, in place of Pat Powers, returned to gang. 

TO COTTAGES. 

W m. White, in place of Patrick Stafford, returned to gang. 
Francis Brannigan, in place of Michael Sheehan, retnrned to gang. 
Martin Philbin, in place of Wm. Conway, returned to gang. 
John Pye. in place of Patrick Marion, returned to gang. 
George P. Schaff, in place of Patrick Hines, returned to gang. 

Hugh Downey. 
Wm. Flanagan, 
James P. Larkins. 
Peter McCnsker. 
Michael MeLaughlin. 
John McGonigal. 

DISMISS. 

Your committee would also recommend that the following 
be adopted as the" Regulation Standard" for all future ap
pointments on the force, viz. : 

Height, 5 feet 7 inches; weight, 136 lbs.; age, 35 years, 
maximum; and t,hat the Surgeon he instructed to reject all 
applicants who do not come up to the above requirements, and 
who are not ill good physical condition. They also recommend 
the immediate fitting up of a room in the Arsenal as a gymna
sium for the use of the members of the force. 

Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) JAS. F. WERMAN, } 0 . ·tt 

" SAM'L CONOVER omm~ ee. , 
NEW YORK, March 6, 1878. 

(Minutes, Feb. 27, 1878, p. 629.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that the report of the Special 

Committee on the Police Force be accepted and the recommen

dations therein be acbpted, to take effect on a date hereafter 

to be determined. 

The PRESIDEN'l' put the question, whether the Board would 

agreE? to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 
Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Application of license fees. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: I' 
Resolved, That the action of the Board on the 11th of July, 

1877, directing the undermentioned licensees to undertake and 
furnish in lieu of cash payments for license fees certain work 
and supplies, namely: 

Abel S. Clapp, Licensee of Carriage Service. 
Isaac lIall, Licensee of Batl! House at Battery. 
Thos. S. Dick, Licensee of Boat Service. 
J. J. Snow, Licensee of Pony Service. 
John Lucas, Licensee of Donkey 8ervice. 

be, and hereby is, repealed and rescinded. 
(Minutes, July 11, 1877, p. 151.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners 'Venman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Grading Third A venue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the followiug resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be, and hereby is, authorized 
and requested to apply to the Oommon Oouncil for an ordi
nance to regulate and grade Third Avenue in the Twenty-third 
Ward from Harlem River to One Hundred and Forty-seventh 
Street, upon the grade heretofore established by this Depart
ment; and to grade and regulate so much of the streets inter
secting said portion of the Third Avenue as shall be necessary 
to preserve and facilitate approach and access from such 
streets to and across said Third Avenue; and also to take up 
and preserve the pavement, curb and gutter stones, bridge or 
crossing stones and the flag stones of the sidewalks on said 
portion of said avenue. 

(Miuutes, January 18, 1876, p. 542.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners \Yenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Tobias Lyness. 

The PHESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Tobias Lyness, skilled laborer, be and hereby 
is, appointed Steam Engineer. 

(Miuutes, February 27, 1878, p. 633.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a

mative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Statue of Mazzini. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it be, and llereby is, referred to Commis
sioner Lane to examine and report a more appropriate site for 
the proposed bust of Mazzini, than that heretofore selected. 

(Minutes, May 31, 1877, p. 80.) 

Adopted. 

Laborers for 23d and 24th WarGs. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

RC8olved, That eight laborers be appointed by the President 
for work on the maintenance of tlie roads, &c., in the Twenty
third and 'rwenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, January 5, 1878, p.498.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

lavor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 



650 [ Wednesday, 

Museum of Art. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the plan of the roads and walks leading to 
the Museum of Art, as submitted to the Board on the 17th 
day of October, 1877, be approved and adopted, and that the 
Superintendent of Parks be directed to have said roads and 
walks cOllstructed and completed at a cost not exceeding 
$5,000. / 

(;\iinutes, October 17. 1877, p. 35P.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman,Wetmore, Oonover and Lane. 

-4 
Zoological Garden. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the following preamble and re
solution: 

fVhereas, the application of the corporation known as the 
"American Zoological and Botanical Garden Oompany, limited," 
proposes to u"e a large, choice and valuable portion of the sur
face of the Central Park for private gain in the shape of divi
dends upon the capital they propose to invest in establi"hing a 
Zoological Garden, and also to subject a portion of the Central 
Park to charges for admissioll, in violation of the right of the 
people to have free access to every part of the Park, 

Resolved, That the proposition of the said company be re
spectfully declilled. 

(Minutes February 27, 1878, p. 621.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preamble and .resolution, and it was determined 

in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover alld Lane.-4. 

J. C. Aldrich. 

Mr. J. C. Aldrich, Superintending Engineer of Riverside 

Avenue improvement, was then received, and allowed an op

portunity to make an explanation in reference to his proposed 

removal, and after being heard he retired. 
(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p.638.) 



\ 

Ma1'ch 6, 1878;] 651 

Oommiseioner LANE then offered the following preambles 

and resolution: 
Whereas, differences have arisen between the contractors for 

Riverside Avenue and the Department in reference to the ex
ecution of the work, and the contractors have claimed that the 
Engineer of the Department has required them to do work that 
has not been called for by the Department; and . 

Whereas, under these differences, the contractors, smce Oc
tober, 1877, have gradually reduced their working force, so that 
the work is now practically suspended; and 

Whereas, the contractors claim that the Engineer has made 
mistakes in their estimates, and has given them smaller pay
ments than they are justly entitled to, and require that these 
deficiencies of paymentR should be made up befm'e they pro-
ceed with their work, . 

Resolved, That it be referred to the President to investigate 
. and report in writing upon the foregoing matters, and upon the 
measures that are proper to be taken to ensure the prosecution 
of the work, and that snch investigatiqll be had between now 
and the next meeting of the Board by giving a hearing to the 
contractors and all their Engineers, and also the Engineers of 
the Department who have been engaged upon the work in any 
capacity. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wetmore, Lane-2. 
Noes-Oommissioners Wenman, Oonover-2. 

Oommissioner WETMOHE then moved that the action of the 
Board, in rejecting Raid preambles and resolution, be reCOll
sidered, and that said preambles and resolution be laid over 
until the next meeting. 

Adopted. 
On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 1:30 

o'clock, P.M., to meet on Wednesday, the 13th instant, at 9:15 

0' clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDA¥, MARCH 13, 1878. 

ADJOURNED lVIEETING-9.15 O'CLOCK. A. III. 

Present-Commissioner WERMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 6th inst. were 
read and approved. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT stated that a deputation of the owners of 

property adjoining Riverside Avenue was waiting to be heard, 
and, on his motion, the order of business was suspended, and 

they were received. 

The following gentlemen constituted the deputation, viz. : 
Messrs. Clark, Church, Godwin, Peck, TripIer, Tober, Brower, 
Rudd, Waters, and Dixon. 

They stated that owing to some cause, which they were 
unable to determine, the work of improving and constructing 
Riverside Avenue had been delayed, and was not yet nearly 
completed. That this long delay was a great loss to them and 
the other owners of property in the vicinity, who will have to 
pay the greater portion of the cost of the work. They urged 

the Department to take such meaSures as would insure the 

speedy completion of the work. 

They then retired, and the order of business was resumed. 
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The following communications were then presented and 
read: 

Riverside Avenue. 

From the Oounsel to the Oorporation, as follows: 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
OFFICE OF TIlE COUNSEL TO THE CORPORATION, 

NEW YORK, December 29th, 1877. 

lIon. ~WILUAM R. MARTIN, 

President of the Department of Public Parks,' 

Sir,-I duly received yonr communication of the 15th instant, enclosing a copy 
of the contmct for the construction of River"ide Avenue, and requesting my 
opinion whether the Department of Public Parks has the right, in the progress of 
the work, to make changes in the qnantity ofmatedalrcquired, or work done, and 
also, in the charadeI' ot the wOI·k beyond the specifications, and to allow compen
sation to the contractors for it, as extra, work, in cases where it is found that the 
addition~ and changes are SUell as to secure a result that will make the work more 
perfect, anll be more advantageous to the City. 

Under the provisions of Sedion III of the Charter of 1878, the work of improv
ing Riverside Avenue was required to be done under a contract made at public 
letting, and the contract enclosed wit.h your Jetter was accordingly so made. I 
have, heretof(H'e, had frequent occasion to consider the question whether contracts 
/llade at public letting by the Head." of Depal·tments can be changed after the 
tJcrlllS of the contract have been settled by the Counsel to the Corporation, as 
requircd by said ~ection 91 of the Charter, and after sllch contracts have been 
aWllrded and duly executed by thc partics thereto. The conclusion arrived at by 
me, after a very careful c(Hlsidor,ttion of the matt,er, has been, that, under existing 
III IVS, the terms of contracts so made cannot be altercd by the Heads of Depart
ments. This opinion has been expressed by me in several communications to the 
different Departments of the CIty government; and in reference to this particular 
contract fur the improvement of l{iverside Avenue, in my communications to the 
Complroller and yourself, dated respectively Februal'Y 17, 1877, and April 17, 
1877. 

I am, therefore, constrained to addse you that, in my opinion, the Department 
of Pnbl,c I'arks does not possess authority to make the changes mentioned in your 
letter in lhe work to be done on Riverside Avenue. 

1 am, Sir, 
Yours, l'Hspeetfnlly, 

(Signed) W. C. WHITNEY, 

Counsel tu the Corporation. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 640 ) 

Filed. 

From Mr. Dwight H. Olmstead, President, and Mr. Oyrus 
Olark, Secretary, of the West SIde Association, forwarding a 
copy of the following resolution, which had been adopted by 
the Executive Oommittee of said Association, on the 23d Feb
ruary, 1878, viz. : 

"Re8o/ved, That in view of the long de~ay, and the great loss ther"by to prop
" el'ty owners, which has already_taken place in consequence ofthe non-completion 

I 
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" of Riverside Avenue, the Department of Public Parks be respectfully requested 
" to take such measures as shall insure and make certain the continuance and 
" completion of the Avenue the coming season." 

(Minutes, March 13, 18'78, p. 653.) 

Filed. 

Peter Carron. 

\. From the Police Department, notifying the Department that 
a certificate has been granted to Peter Oarroll to take charge 
of the steam boiler and pump at the Arsenal, Oentral Park. 

Filed. 

Park Settees. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that he has had 
a large number of the settees in the parks repaired, and that it 
is necessary that all of them should be painted, and asking in
structions whether such work shall be done by the park force 
or by order. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 
directed to have all the park settees which he has had repaired, 
painted by the park force. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in tho affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners ",V enruan,W etmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Felix McKenna. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding the applica
tion of Felix McKtmna laborer, to be restored. 

The PRESIDENT moved that said Felix McKenna be, and 
hereby is, restored as a laborer. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover Lane 
-4. 

Streets in the 23d vV' ard. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting that / 

the pavement on Third Avenue between One hundred and 

Forty-third and One hundred and Forty-sixth Streets, should 

be repaved by Mr. J. B. Devlin, the contractor for the sewer 

in said Avenue, and by the Harlem Bridge, Morrisania & 

Fordham Railroad Company. 

That the bridge over Mill Brook, at One hundred and Fifty

sixth Street, is not dangerous and will soon have to be removed 

by the contractor for the sewer in Brook Avenue. 

That the culvert at Courtland Avenue and One hundred and 

Sixty-first Street, needs to be cleaned and the plank support 
at the west end renewed. 

(Minutes, Murch 6, 1878, p. 635.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that M1'. J. B. Devlin and the Rail
road Company had beon already notified to repave said 
podion of Third Aven'ue, and that instructions have been 

given to the General Foreman in the Twent,y-third and Twenty

fourth vVarch, to repair said culvert, anel he moved that said 
communication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Mllo('lllll of Art. 

From the following contractors for the Museum of Art 

Building, asking for payments on account of their contracts, 
VIZ. : 

Mesers. Halpin &; Brothers, Plnmbers. 

!\ir. James Brady, assignee of Mr .. J. C. Brady, Carpenter. 

Mr. 'YIll. Brennan, Plasterer. 
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Also from the Superintending Architect, recommending that 
the following payments on account be allowed, viz.: 

Messrs. Halpin & Brothers ...•... " ............. $1,000 00 

Mr .• Tames Brady............. .... .... ....••.... 6,000 00 

Mr. William Brennan............. .. ............ 5,000 00 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintending Architect be 
\ authorized and directed to prepare a~d submit estimates for 

said contractors on account, and not exceeding the amounts 
recommended by him. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Teams for 23d and 24th Wards. 

From Mr. Isaac Jerome, General Foreman of the Twenty
third and Twenty-fourth Wards, stating that to make repairs 
to the streets, &c., he will need some teams, in addition to the 
laborers appointed by the Board. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 649.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that Daniel Whalen and James 
Trainor, be appointed teamsters in the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a mttjority of all the Members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Drains at Fordham in 24th Ward, 

From Mr. John Reilly and seven other owners of property 
on the line of the drains being constructed in Fordham, re-
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questing that the plan for said drains be changet:l, so that all 
the dmins shown thereon as open drains, shall be built as 
covered drains. 

(Minutes, October 17, 1877, p. 351.) 

Referred to the Civil and Topographical Engineer for his 
report. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Amer. Dist. Teleg. Co., rent and senices. Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP ...... . 

Crissey, Wm. V., & Co., copperas ...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. & P ....... . 

Colwell Lead Co., lead pipe ........... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ........ 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, ........... Harlem R. B., 

Reps. Impt. and 

M .... · .•••...• 

Egan, K., & Co., waste ........ , ....... Harlem R. B., 

Reps. I mpt., and 

lIT .......... . 

Flack, James, A., matls. and labor ...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Fischer, W. L, car fares .............. Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P ....... . 

Fischer, W. L., car fares ............. , . Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P., 1877 .. 

Harmer, Hays & Co" axle grease and 

carriage matls .•••............... Maint. and GOYt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem Gas Light Co., gas, Fehruary ... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ••••• 

Harlem R.B.,Reps. 

$69 12 

Impt. and M... 39 50 

$3 97 

1 50 

5 46 

46 67 

5 00 

200 

4 10 

13 80 

30 09 

108 62 

/ 
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Handibode, P., coaL ............. .... HarlemR. B. Reps., 

Imp. and Maint. 

Jones, Chas. & Thos. P. McQuade, matls. 

and labor ........................ BrookAve. Sewer. 

King, Briggs & Co., files ............... Maint. and Go vt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Lawrence, B. H., blacksmithing ........ Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Metropolitan GJlS Light Co., gas, Feby ... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

l\1ott, ,r. L., Ironworks, copper and cover .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .....• 

Maint. 23d and 

$8 80 

24th Wards.... 4 71 

J'vloffatt, David & Co., leather and sheep-

skins ............................ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Mullane, John, hay, oatB, corn, tobacco, 

&0 ............................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. rnd P ...... 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, Feb ...... Maint. and Gov. 

P. and P ..... 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, 

February. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . ... . .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P .... 

New York Ml.ltual Gas Light Co., meter 

gas ........................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Noonan, Michael, matls. and labor ...... Drainage 23<1 and 

24th Wards 

b oun ded by 

Fordham Ave., 

&c .......... . 

O'Donnell, John, milk ................• Maint, and Gov. 

P. and P ...... 

Rhinelander, F. W., expenseB Museum 

of Art ........................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... 

Sanderson Brothers Steel Co., steel, .... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... 

$42 50 

1,893 50 

3 62 

13 10 

141 45 

13 51 

16 '1'1 

544 62 

328 50 

298 45 

37 00 

1,153 57 

8 96 

541 50 

6 93 
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Scott, D., fish ......................... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and Poo .... 

'Vetmore & Co., iron ...........•...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and Poo •••. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places. '" ... $2,072 61 

Harlem River Bridges Repairs, Improvement and Mainte· 

nance....... ............................. ..... 133 67 

Maintenance Twenty·third and Twenty.fourth Wards..... 17 81 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 1877 . . . • . 13 80 

Brook Avenue Sewer.. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . .. . .. 1,893 50 

Drainage District Twenty.fourth Ward, bounded by Ford· 

ham Avenue, &c.. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . ... . ....... ... 1,153 57 

$10 92 

8 85 

$5,284 96 

$5,284 96 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of fifty.two hundred and eighty.four 

dollars and ninety.six cents. 

(Si~d.) 

New York, March 13, 1878. 

SMITH E. LAN", I Auditing 
SAlIL. CONOVER, f Committee. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Isaac Evans, Henry Koster, G. H. Harrison, Joseph Belton, 'Vm. E. Beames. 

The PRESIDENT reported that on the morning of the 8th inst. 
he had been served with writs of certiorari issued from the 

I 
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Supreme Court at the instance of the following persons who 
were formerly employed in the Department, viz.: Isaac Evans, 

Henry Koster, George H. Harrison, Joseph Belton and 'Vm. 
E. Beames. 

That said writs were made returnable at half past ten o'clock 

\ A. M. on said 8th inst., and that he had consequently trans

mitted them at once to the Counsel to the Corporation, who 

was preparing returns to said writs. 
(Minutes, Aug. 1, Sept. 19, Oct. 3, 1877, pp. 204,305 and 325.) 

Music. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had made arrange

ments with Messrs. H. B. Dodworth and G. C. Grafulla to fur
nish music on the Mall in Central Park each Sattuday during 

the summer, on the same terms as last year, viz. : That Mr. 
Dodworth and Mr. Grafulla alternate, that the charge shall be 

$5 for each musician and $15 for the leader for each concert, 

and that the band on each occasion consists of fifty musicians 
and a leader. 

(Minutes, January 30, 1878, p. 566,) 

Commissiol!er CONOVER moved that said report be received 

and the action of the President approved. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirml1tive, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Maintenance of Parks. 

~The PRESID'ENT offered the following .resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superip.tendentof Parks be, and hereby 

is, directed to place all men employed on the laboring force of 
the maintenance of the parks and places on full time. 

(Minutes, October 31, 1877, p. 375.) 



(i62 [Wedn~day, 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 

~ I 
M. C. Barr. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That M. C. Barr, inspec~or, be, and hereby is, dis
charged and removed from the employment of the Depart
ment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane ,. 
,-4. 

Thos. F. Goodwin. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: . 

Resolved, That ~Ir. Thos. F. Goodwin, stone cutter, be, and 
hereby is, transferreLl and appointed Illspector of Works on 
the Parks, and that his pay be fixed at $3 per day. 

(Minutes, December 19, J 877, p. 450.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was cletermined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover and Lane 
-4. 

Riverside Avenue-J. C. Aldrich. 

Commissioner LANE then palled up allel offered the followillg 

preambles and resolution, which were biel over from the last 
meeting, namely : 

Whereas, differences have arisen between the contractors for 
Riverside Avenue and the Department in reference to the exe-
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cution of the work, and the contractors have claimed that tht; 
Engineer of the Department has required them to do work that 
has not been called for by the Department; and 

Whereas, under these differences, the contractors, since Oc
tober, 1877, have gradually reduced their working force, so that 
the work is now practically suspendeil; and 

Whereas, the contractors claim that the Engineer has made 
mistakes in their estimates, and has given them smaller pay
ments than they are justly entitled to, and require that these 
deficiencies of payments should be made up before they pro
ceed with their work, 

Resolved, That it be referred to the President to investigate 
and report in writing upon the foregoing matters, and upon the 
measures that are proper to be taken to ensure the prosecution 
of the work, and that such investigation be had between now 
and the next meeting of the Board by giving a hearing to the 
contractors and all their Engineers, and also the Engineers of 
the Department who have been engaged upon the work in any 
capacity. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 651.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said preambles and resolution, and it was determined 
in the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners IN etmore, Lane-2. 

Noes-Commissioner" Wenman, Conover-2. 

Commissioner CONOVER then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That :Mr. James C. Aldrich, Superintending Engi

neer of the improvement and construction of Riverside Avenue, 
be, and hereby is, removed from his position in this Depart
ment, and that he be paid up to this da.te. 

(Miuutes, March 6,1878, p.650.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in faTor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, W etmore, Conover~3. 
No~Commissioner Lane-I. 
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Thomas Franklin. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Franklin be, and hereby js, ap

pointed Superintending Engineer of the improvement and con
struction of Riverside Avenue, and that his pay be fixed at 
$300 per month. 

Oommissioner LANE offered the folbwing resolution as a sub-
stitute therefor, viz. : f 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Franklin be requested to present 
to the Board the testimonials of his experience and professional 
standing, and his capacity to act as engineer under the River
side Avenue contract, and that his appointment be laid over 
until such testimonials are received. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether 1he Board would 
agree to said substitute resolution, and it Ws,s determined in 
the negative, a majority of all the members of the Board not 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye-Oommissioner J.1ane-l. 

Noes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover-3. 
Thtl PUEsIDEN'r then put the question, whether the Board 

would agree to said original resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 638.) 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover-3. 
No-Oommissioner Lane-I. 

W. L. Fi~cller. 

The PRESIDEN'l' offered the following l'esolution : 

Resolved, That Mr. Wm. L. Fischer be, and hereby is, per
mitted to remain in the house on Oentral Park, now occupied 
by him, until April 1st, 1878. 

(Miuutes, February 27, 1878, p. 627.) 

Adopted. 

Mt. St. Vincent. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. O. Ryan, licensee for the sale of refresh

ments on Central Park, be, and hereby is, authorized to expend 
a sum not exceeding $150, in addition to the amount heretofore 
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authorized, in painting, &c., at Mt. St. Vincent, Central Park, 
and that he be allowed credit therefor on his license fees. 

(Minutes, March 6, 18'78, p. 635.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11 :30 
o'clock A.M., to meet on Wednesday, the 20th inst., at 9:15 
0' clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D.·P. P. 
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WEDNESD,\ Y, MAR()U 20th, 1878. 

REGULAR }\;LEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A.lIf. 

Present·-Commissioner ·WENlVIAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 13th inst. were 

read and approved. 

The PRESIDENT stated that there were two deputations wait~ 
ing to be heard, and he moved that the order of business be 

suspended and that they be now received. 

Adopted. 

Public Parks Protective Association. 

Washington Square. 

The following gentlemen, constituting a deputation from the 
Public Parks Protective Association, were then received; 
namely, Messrs. John Jay, H. H. Anderson, John Taylor John~ 

ston, Dr. Willard Parker, and Dr. T. Egleston. 

They urged that the smaller parks of the City, and especially 

vVashington Square, be put and kept in better and more 
thorough repair. That fewer walks and more green sward, 
trees and flowers be introduced. 

They then retired. 

• 
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The following gentlemen, constituting a committee from the 
Central Association of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 

Wards, were then received, namely: Messrs. R. L. Anderton, 

J. C. Traphagen, John Ittner, 'V. G. Dunn, H. E. Droz, Wm. 
E~ery, R. H. Shannon, John Kirby, L.A. Rockwell, W. C. I 
Crane, and Wm. Cauldwell. 

They protested against changing the present lines of Rail

road Avenue; against laying out a new street between Railroad 

Avenue and Washington Avenue, and against the proposed 

change of Myrtle Avenue. 
They requested that these features of the map of the Central 

District be amended; and that the map be then adopted and 

filed as soon as possible. 
Mr. Wm. Cauldwell also protested against laying out any 

roads for rapid transit routes. 
(Minutes, Jauuary 16 and February 20, 1878, p. 522 and 610.) 

They then retired. 

The order of business was then resumed, and the following 
communications were presented and read: 

Jerome Avenue. 

From the Clerk of the Common Conncil, with a copy of the 
following preamble and resolution, which were approved by 
his Honor the Mayor, on the 12th jnst., viz. : 

"}Vhe"eos, Jerome Avenue is in very bad condition, and in some places entirely 
unfit for the class of travel for which it is used, and sufficient appropriation has 
been made to maintain the roads in the Twenty-third ".nd Twenty-fourth 'Vards in 
good condition; therefore 

" Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks be and 
they are hereby directed forth with to make the necessary repairs to restore 
Jerome Avenue to its former good condition." 

Filed. 

Streets, &c., in 23d'and 24th Wards. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the conditiqn of a street culvert in Mechanics 
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Street, between Walker and Main Streets, in West Farmi'l, and 

also the roadway of One Hundred and Forty-sixth Street, be

tween Willis and Brook Avenues. 

Filed. 

East River Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks reporting that the roof of 

the large platform on East River Park is in a dangerous con

dition, as the posts on which it rests and also the sills which 

support the posts, are rotten, and that it would cost from $600 

to $700 to repair it. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the roof of said platform be sold 

at public auction, on condition that the purchaser removes it 

within ten days from date of sale. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

. a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Drains at Fordham in Twenty-fourth Wal'd. 

From the Oivil and 'l'opographical Engineer, reporting upon 

the application of Mr. John Reilly and others to have the plan 

of the drains at ForJham, in the 'rwenty-fourth Ward, 

changed. 
(Minutes, March 13,1878, p. 657). 

Filed. 

Sewer in 139th Street. 

From the Oivil and Topographical Engineer, forwarding a 

petition from Mr. Green 'Wright, and three other owners of 

property, for the construction ~f a sewer in One Hundred and 

Thirty-ninth Street, from Third Avenue to a point 400 feet 

east of Alexander Avenue. 

Laid over. 
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Courtland .Avenue and 146th Street. 

From the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting upon 
the complaint of the Health Department in relation to the con

dition of Courtland Avenue and One Hundred and Forty-sixth 

Street, and recommending that a sewer be constructed in said 

avenue and street, from One Hundred and Fifty-first Street to 

Mill Brook. 
(Minutes, January 9,1878, p. 502). 

Laid over. 

Inventory. 

From the Disbursing Clerk, forwarding an inventory of 

the property belonging to the Department on January 1st, 

1878. 
(Minutes, Aug'. 22, 1878, p. 241). 

Referred to the Treasurer to examine and report. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

From Mr. Wm. A. Haines, Chairman of the Executive Com

mittee of the American Museum of Natural History, requesting 
that all the men employed in the Arsenal building, and paid 
from the fund provided for the maintenance of the Museum, 
except two, be discharged, as that number will be sufficient 

for the future. 
(Minutes, February 27, 1878, p. 626). 

Referred to the President. 

Academy of Sacred Heart. 

From Mrs. A. Hardy, of the Academy of the Sacred Heart, 

Manhattanville, requesting that the Department would remove 
all the quarried stone from the premises of the Academy, and 
which the Department quarried and left there. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that it will 
cost about $850 to remove said stone to the upper end of 
Morningside Park. 

f 
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The PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to report the cost of moving the stone to the place 

where it was quarried, and putting the grounds of the Academy 

in as good order as before the stone was quarried. 

Adopted. 

Pony Service. Platform. 

From Mr. J. J. Snow, licensee of the Pony Service, asking 

permission to erect a platform for the use of the Pony Service 

in Central Park, and that the cost of it be deducted from his 

license fees. 

Commissioner LANE moved that said communication and 

subject be referred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majori.ty of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes.-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

ConserYatory Pond. 

From Mr. John Keys and others, who use the Conservatory 

Pond for sailing miniature yachts, requesting that the borders 

of the pond be repaired and put in good order. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the 

coping around the pond has caved in, that to reset it would be 

very expensive, and recommending that a three foot plank walk 

resting on sleepers be placed around the pond, and estimating 

the cost of such walk at about $:300. 

'1.'he PRESIDENT moved that the Superintendent of Parks be 

directed to have a plank-walk three feet wide laid around said 

pond, as recommended, and at an expense not to exceed $30D. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would' 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affil'ma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners \Yenman, \Yetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Music. 

From Messrs. Dodworth and Gra£ulla, accepting and agree

ing to the arrangement for music on the Mall in Central Park 

during the summer. 
(Minutes, March 13, 1878, p. 661.) 

Filed. 

American Acclimatization Society. 

From Dr. John W. Greene and others, members of the 

American Acclimatization Society, requesting that a portion of 

one of the park::; in the upper part of the City would be set 

apart for their purposes. 

Referred to Commissioner Lane to report upon. 

Base Ball in Central Park. 

La Crosse in Central Park. 

From Mr. J. H. Mulchahey anel others, requesting permis

sion for the Base Ball Association of Columbia College to play 
base ball in Central Park. 

Also from Mr. R. B. Davis and others, asking permi2sion for 

the La Crosse Club of the New York University to play La 

Crosse in Central Park. 

The PRESIDENT moved that both of said applications be re

fused, on the ground that they are contrary to the established 

rules of the Department. 

Adoptfld. 

American Neuchatel Asphaltc. 

From Mr. Eugene F. Daly, President of the American Neu

chatel Asphalte Company, proposing to repave the northern ,. 



\ 

March 20, 1878.J 673 

portion of the Mall in Central Park, and to remove the present 
old pavement, for twenty-one cents per square foot. Also to 
keep the pavement when so laid in good order for five years, 
for two cents per square foot per annum. 

Also from the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that the 
north portion of the Mall contains 20,500 square feet, the cost 
to pave which, at twenty-one cents per square foot would be 
$4,305. 

Filed. 

Schooner" Liberty." 

From Oaptain O. Merrell, of the schooner "Liberty," re
porting that his vessel was injured to the extent of $200, on 
the 18th inst., while passing through the draw of Third Avenue 
Bridge. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks to examine and 
report. 

Audit. 

Oommissioner LANE, Ohairman of the Auditing Com
mittee, presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Arnold, David P., meat, vegetables and 

nuts ............................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Brady, Joseph C., materials and labor ... Museum of Art .. . 

Wm. Brennan, materials and labor. " ... Museum of Art .. ' 

Coogan, IVm. monuments, &e ........... Surveying, laying 

Decker, Nich. H. and Geo. W. QuintaI'd, 

ont, etc., 23d and 

24th Wards ...• 

materials and labor ........ '" .... Impt. and Const. 

Riverside Ave. 

Decker, Niah. H. and Geo. W. Quintard, 

materials and labor •..•........... Impt. and Const. 

Riverside Ave .• 

$243 70 

5,940 00 

3,799 98 

aoo 00 

6,673 34 

7 58 
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. Donaldson T. & Son, lamp chimneys .... Museum of Art ... 

HarlemR.B.Reps., 

Impt.and Maint. 

&c ..... 

Edwards, Chas. A., rubber hose ........ J\1aint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Hazard Powder Co., powder and fuse .... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th)Vards 

Halpin Bros., materials and labor ...... Museum of Art ... 

Harlem Gas Lig'ht Co., meter gas ...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

Kelso Bros., coal. " ....... , ......... Maint. and Govt. 

P. andP ..••... 

Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th IV ards. 

Keuffel & Esser, Chesterman's tape ..... 11aint. 23d and 

24th W ds, 1877 
McNab & Harlin Mfg. Co., plumbing 

and materials .................... 1\1 useum N atiIral 

History ...... . 

Maint. and Govt. 

[ Wednesday, 

$4 50 

o 60 

$42 75 

4 75 

$2 20 

5 10 

22 50 

3 40 

997 87 

29 42 

47 50 

2 80 

P. and P...... 7 50 

Metropolitan Gas Light Co., meter gas .. Maint. and Gov't 

P. &P ........ 

Mounts' Son, H. R., brooms ............ Maint and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Reeyes, Robt. C., mower pat·ts .. '" ..... ;)Iaint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Ridabock, F. A., gravel. ....• " ...... Muint. aud Gov't 

P. and P., 1877. 

Rogers, H. A., hardware, cups, &c ...... Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ...... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund .... 

9 70 

71 37 

22 25 

71 61 

875 50 

$19 32 

o 50 

III 82 

l 
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Seaman, John A., paint and shovel ...... Survilying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Maint. and Gov't 
$1 25 

P. and P....... 4 1)0 

HarlemRB.Reps., 

Impt.andMaint. 

&c .•.•••••.•. 4 50 

Woolman, Geo. S. eng. mat. card ....... Surveying, laying 

out, etc., 23d 

and 24th Wards 

Young, Chas. C., bread ................. Maint. and Gov't 

P. and P ....... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places ..•..... 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, 1877 .. . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 2M and 24th Wards ........ . 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint ......... . 

City Parks Improvement Fund ........................ . 

Improvement and Construction Riverside Ave .......•.... 

$1)95 96 

875 50 

350 44 

5 10 

o 1)0 

6,680 92 

Museum of Art................................. •.... 10,742 35 

Museum of Natural History...... .... . ... ............. 2 20 

Maintenance, &0., 23d and 24th Wards, 1877............. 2 80 

10 211 

41 04 

61 04 

$19.255 77 
--------

---$19,255 77 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of nineteen thousand two hundred and 

fifty-five dollars and seventy-seven cents. 

. Audited by S. E. Lane as to all except the item of Decker and Quintard, 

$6,673.34. 

Audited by Samuel Conover only as to bills for Improvement and Construction 

of Riverside Avenue and for Museum of Art. 

(Signed) 
" 

NlCW YORK, March 20th. 1878. 

S. E. LANE, I Auditing 
SAM". CONOVER, f Committee. 
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The above mentioned bills were then read and passed upon 

separately with the following result, namely: 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of D. P. Arnold for $243.70, and it was deter

mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

No-Commiesioner Conover-I. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of J. C. Brady, for $5,840, and it was deter

mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of .the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8- Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of W. Brennan for $3,799.98, and it was deter

mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'Venman, Wetm ore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill OJ W. Coogan for $300, and it was deter

mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, af follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Conover-I. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of Decker and Quintard Jor $6,673.34, and it 

was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the mem~ 

bers of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, 'Wetmorel Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

I 

\ 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of Decker and Quintard for $7.58, and it was 
determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

'agree to the bill of T. Donaldson & Son for $5.10, and it was 
determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Conover-I 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of C. A. Edwards for $22.50, and it was deter

mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Oonover--l. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of the Hazard Powder Oompany, for $3.40, 

and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the 

members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, 'Vetmore, Lane-3. 
No-Commissioner OOD over-I. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree t,o the bill of Halpin Brothers, for $997.87, and it was 

determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of the Harlem Gas Light Company for $29.42, 
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and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the 
members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of Kelso Brothers for $47.50, and it was deter
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 

Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Conover-I. 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of Keuffel and Esser for $2.80, and it was 
determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

No-Commissioner Conover-l. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of the McNab and Harlin Manufacturing Com
pany for $9.70, and it was determined in the affirmative, a ma
jority of all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, 
as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman , Wetmore, Lane- 3. 

No-Commissioner Conover-l. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of the Metropolitan Gas Light Company for 
$71.37, and it was determined in the affirmative, a majority of 
all the members of the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of H. R. Mount's Son for $22.25, and it was 

( 
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determined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 
No-Oommissioner Oonover-l. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of Robt. O. Reeves for $71.61, and it was de-
\ termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 

the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissiouers W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 
No-Oommissioner Oonover-I. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the !3oard would 

agree to the bill of F. A. Ric1abock for $875.50, and it was dl"
termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board 'Voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Gonover, Lane-
4. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of H. A. Rodgers for $19.82, and it was deter
mined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 
No-Oommissioner Oonover--1. 
'fhe PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of John A. Seaman ~for $10.25, and it was de
termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane--3. 
No-Oommissioner Oonover--1. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to the bill of Geo. S. Woolman for $41.04, and it was de
termined in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of 
the Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes--Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-B. 
No-Oommissioner Conover--l. 
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The PRESID:EJNT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to the bill of C. C. Young for $61.04, and it was deter
mined in the affimative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes- -Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 
No-Commissioner Conover-l 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Secretary be directed 
to transmit said bills, as approved, to the Financfl Department 
for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasnrer presented the following repod, which was 

ordered to be printed in the minutes : 

Department of Public Parks in account with 

Smith E. Lane, Treasurer. 

CR. 

187S. 

March 6. By balance ..........•................•.. 

Mch. 6 to } 20. H cash reeeived from permits and licenses. 

DR. 

Mch. 6 to } . 20. To cash paid into City Treasury .......... . 

March 20. " balance .............•••... '" ....... . 

$249 79 

14 09 

~249 79 

14 09 

(Signed) S. E. LANE, 

$263 SS 

$263 88 

1reasurer, D. P. P. 

New York, Wednesday, March 20,1878. 

9.30 .... M. 

I 
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Mazzini Statue. 

Commissioner LANE, to whom it was referred to seJect a 
more appropriate site for the bust of Mazzini, verbally reported 
that a site on the west drive, midway between the Seventh Regi
ment Statue and the I3heep-fold, is the best position for the 
bust th at he had been able to find. 

\ He then oft'ereJ the following resolution: 

" 

Resolved, That the action of the Board assigning to the 
statue of Mazzini about to be erected by Italian citizens, a 
place at the jnnction of two drives west of the statue of Web
ster, be and the same is hereby rescinded, and that said statue 
be located at a point on the border of the foot-path on the 
western drive, about midway between the Soldiers'Monument 
and the Sheep-fold. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 649.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board wonld 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Commissioner 'WETMORE then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That the subject of having the foundation for the 
pedestal of the bust of Mazzini laid, and arranging for the 
erection and unveiling of the bust be, and hereby is, referred to 
Commissioner Lane with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover Lane 
-4. 

Mineral Spring •. 

Commissioner LANE, to whom was referred the communi

cation of Mr. Carl H. Schultz, asking permission to erect a new 
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building in Central Pal'k for the sale of mineral waters, ver
bally reported against granting such permission, and offered 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the application of Mr. Carl H. Schultz, for 
leave to erect a spring house on the drive opposite to the 
Marble Arch in Central Park, be declined. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 641.) 

Adopted. 

C. H. Schultz. Mineral Springs. 

Commissioner LANE oft'ered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President give notice to Mr, Carl H. 

Schultz to pay the rent accrued under his lease, or license from 
this Department, of the "Springs" in Oentral Park, dated the 
21st February, 1873, 

(Minutes. Sept'r 27, 1876, p. 308.) 

Adopted. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the 

work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenue on or 
before the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the cun- . 
tract, be, and hereby are, remitted up to the 1st day of March, 
1878. 

(Minutes, February 6, 1878, p. 590.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agreeto said resolution, and itwas determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4, 

Music Programme. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the PRESIDENT be, and he hereby is, author
ized and directed to make and execute on behalf of this De
partment, an agreement with Mrs. S. S. Oolt, printer, to pub-

/ 
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lish and distribute free of charge 5,000 copies of the Music 
Programme on each concert day on the Mall in Central Park, 
on the same terms and conditions on which a similar agree
ment was made with said Mrs. S. S. Colt last year. 

(Minutes, May 23, 1877. p. 64.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Purchases by the Treasurer. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to purchase all supplies and materials for the Department 
which shall be approvAd by the President, until the further 
order of the Board. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Rotary Boat. 

The PRESIDENT stated that Mr. David R. Smith had renewed 
his application for permission to place a Rotary Boat on Cen
tral Park, and had suggested that the Harlem Meer be deflig
nated for the purpose. 

(Minutes, July 25, 1877, p. 185.) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said application be referred 
to the President to examine and report. 

Adopted. 
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Laborers on the Parks. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to appoint sixteen additional laborers on the parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, iOonover, Lane 
-4. 

A. Hepp. 

The PRESIDENT offerAcl the following resolution: 

Resolved, That 1\11'. August Hepp be, and he is hereby, ap
pointed Superintending Gardener. 

(Minutes, Feb. 27, 1878, p. 632.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane. 

-4. 

Engineering force on Riverside Avenue. 

Oommissioner CONOYEH offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Th:tt the following named employes on the work 
of the improvement and construction of Riverside Avenue be, 
and hereby are, removed and discharged from the employment 
of this Department, and thftt they be paid up to date, namely: 

Thomas H. Loomis, Assistant Engineer. 
Wilson Crosby, Second Assistant Engineer. 
Henry M. Hilbert, Transitman. 
D. H. Haines, Leveller. 
Frank 1. Angell, Rodman. 
Charles A .. Mapes, Chainman. 
William Cushing, Chainman, Acting as Inspeetor. 
William Leslie, Axeman. 

(Minutes, Dec. 20, 1876, p.487, May 31, and June 6, 1877, pp. 81 and 87.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm a-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners W enman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

W. B. Pierce, Jas. Dempsey, Patrick Norton 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the following named employes on the work of 
improving and constructing Riverside A venue be, and hereby 
are, transferred from their present positions, and appointed to 
the positions on said work, and at the pay set opposite their 
names respectively, namely: 

William B. Pierce, rodman. . .... . .. .. ...................... . 
James Dempsey, chainman .............................. . 
Patrick Norton, chainman, acting as inspector ..............•.. 

$75 per month 
65 II 

90 

\" (Minutes, Dec. 20,1876, p. 487.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said Tesolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 
-4. 

B. Ruffnagel; Geo. F. Penfield. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Th.:.tthe following-named employes be, and hereby 
are, transferred from their positions in the office of the Civil 
and Topographical Engineer, and appointed to the positions on 
the work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenue, and. 
at the rates of pay, set opposite their nameS respectively, 
namely: 

Bernard Huffnagel, Transitman, at $115 per month; 
George F. Penfield, Chainman, at $65 per month. 

(Minutes, August 29, 1877, p. 258.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma~ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of Commissioner LANE, the Board adjourned at 
2:45 o'clock P. M., to meet on Saturday, the 23d instant, at 9:15 
o'clock A. M. 

WH. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 

" 

r 
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SATURDAV, lUA.R(J1I ~3d, 1878. 

ADJOURNED MEETING, 9:15 O'CLOCK. A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
cc WETMORE . 

" CONOVER. 

LANE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 20th instant was laid over. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards-Central District. 

From Mr. A. B. Tappen, requesting that the roads now exist
ing on his land be retained on the proposed map for laying out 

the Central District of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth 
Wards, and that a new street proposed on said lands be not 

laid out; also that the width of the streets be reduced. 
Also from the Civil and Topographical Engineer, reporting 

upon said communication and giving his reasons for proposing 

a new street across the land o:f Mr. Tappen, in place of the 

road as at present existing. 
(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 668.) 

Filed. 
The map of the Central District was then considered at 

length and in detail, and the Civil and Topographical Engineer, 
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who was present, was given verbal instructions as regards cer

tain changes and alterations in said map, and directed to pre

pare and submit a new map as modified by said changes and 
altera ti ons. 

JJaying out the 23d and 24th Waruo-Hunt's Point District. 

The consideration of the map laying out the Hunt's Point 

District in the Twenty-third Ward was then taken up, and 

after examination, 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That under, and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks of 
the Oity of New York, by Chapter 604 of the Laws of 1874, 
they do hereby layout the streets, roads and avenues, and 
public parks or places within the Twenty-third Ward of the 
City of New York, shown on a map or plan eutitled," Plan of 
Streets, Roads and A venues in the Hunt's Point District of 
the Twenty-third Ward, City of New York," dated "New 
York, June 19th, 1877," and signed "Fred'k. Law Olmsted, 
Lands-cape Architect" and" J. J. R. Craes, Civ. and Top. Eng." 
of the widths, extent and direction that said streets, roads and 
avenues, and public parks or places, are designated on said map 
or plan by red lines and figures and by color, the same being 
such as to the said Commissioners, or a majority of them, 
seem most conducive to the public good; and that the Presi
dent of the Department cause the said several streets, roads 
and avenues, and public parks or places, to be surveyed and 
designated by proper mcnuments, where the same are not 
already so designated, and also cause three similar maps or 
plans of the same to be prepared and submitted to this Board, 
to be filed in pursuance of said law above mentioned. 

(Minutes, June 20, 1877, p. 123.) 

The PRESIDEN1' put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

/ 
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Cornelius O'Grady. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Cornelius O'Grady be, and he is hereby, 

appointed assistant engineer ripon the work of improving and 
constructing Riverside A venue, and that his pay be fixed at 
$166 per month. ' 

(Minutes, March 20, 18'18, p. 684.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 

No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

F. S. Odell. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Frederick S. Odell be, and he hereby is, 

transferred from his position in the office of the Civil and Topo-
\ graphical Engineer, and appointed to the position of Leveller 

on the work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenne, 
and that his pay be fixed at the rate of $100 per month. 

(Minutes, January 3[,1877, p. 593 and March 20, 18'18, p. 684.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

G. J. Meinel!. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. George J. Meinell be, and hereby is, 

transferred from his position iu the office of the Civil and 
Topographical Engineer, and appointed to the position of 
chainman on the work of improving and constructing River
side Avenue, and that his pay be fixed at the rate of $65 per 
month. 

(Minutes, Aug. 29, 1877, p. 258 and March 20, 18'18, p. 684.) 
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The PRESIDEN'f put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Aye8-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Robert Madden, Jr. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Madden, Jr., be, and hereby is, 
appointed an axeman on the work of improving and construct
ing Riverside Avenue, and that his pay be fixed at $1.60 per 
day. 

(~linules, Mll'ch 20, 1878, p. 684.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of aU the members of tie Board voting in 
favor theI'eof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane I 

-4. 

B. F. Carpenter. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. B. F. Carpenter be, and hereby is, 

appointed a skilled laborer on the Parks, and that his pay be 
fixed at $2 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners "Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 12: 15 
o'clock P. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 27th in st., at 9: 15, 
o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D •. P. P. 

I 
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WEDNESDAW, MARCU 27th, 18'18. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK A.. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 
" CONOVER. 
" LANE. 

The minutes of the prevIOus meetings of the 20th and 23d 
instants were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Streets in 23d and 24th Wards. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of this 
Department to the condition of the culverts at One Hundred 
and Forty-ninth Street and Beach Avenue, and at One Hundred 
and Forty-eighth Street and Third Avenue. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Boiler at 3rd Avenue Bridge. 

From the Police Department, certifying to the inspection of 
the boiler at the bridge over the Harlem River at Third Avenue. 

Filed. 

Dennis Fitzpatrick. 

From the Police Department, stating that a certificate had 
been granted to Dennis Fitzpatrick to take charge of the 
boiler at the bridge over Harlem River at Third Avenue. 

Filed. 
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East River Park. 

From the Department of Buildings, notifying this Depart
ment that the posts and sills of the dancing platform at the 
East River Park are decaying and becoming unsafe. 

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 669.) 

Filed. 

Academy of the Sacred Heart. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting that to move 
the stones on the premises of the Academy of the Sacred 
Heart to the place where they were quarried, and to clean up 
the grounds and put them in as good order as when the work 
was commenced, would cost from $70 to $80. 

(Minutes, March 20,1878, p. 670.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the Superin:tendent of Parks be 
directed to have the grounds of the Academy of the Sacred 
Head, at Manhattanville, cleared and cleaned up, at an ex
pense not to exceed $80. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Schooner Liberty. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, reporting upon the 
accident to the schooner Libuty, while passing through the 
draw of the Third A.venue bridge. 

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 673.) 

Filed. 

Michael Sheehy. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding the applica· 
tion of Michael Sheehy, laborer, who had been absent on 
account of sickness, to be restored. 
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The PRESIDENT moved that said Michael Sheehy, laborer, be 
restored. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

\ thereof, as follows: 
Aye8~Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

Riverside Avenue 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue 
improvement, stating that !there is no price fixed for masonry 
for the bridge at Eighty-sixth Street, and· recommending that 
a price per cubic yard for it be agreed upon with the con
tractors, and that they be directed to do it as extra work. 

(Minutes, Oct. 24, 1877, p. 358,) 

Referred to the President to report. 

C. H. Schultz. Mineral Springs. 

From Mr. Carl H. Schultz, acknowledging the receipt of a 
notice from the.President to pay the rent accrued under his 
lease or license of the "Springs," on or before the 30th in
stant. 

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 682.) 

Filed. 

Boston Road. 

From Mr. George Lyons, and SIX other residents of the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, asking that the title 
to Boston Road be acquired. 

(Minutes, Feb. 27, 1878, p. 624,) 

Filed. 

Third Avenue 

From Mr. George C. Goeller, recommending that Third 
Avenue, from Harlem River bridge to One Hundred and 
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Forty-seventh Street, be graded to a grade established by law. 
(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p- 648.) 

Filed. 

F. W. Clark. 

From Mr. William P. Dixon, and other owners of property 
on Riverside Avenue, I'e questing that Mr. F. W. Olark be f 
appointed an inspector on the work of improving said avenue. 

Filed. 

Commissioner WETMORE entered the meeting at this point 
and took his seat. 

Audit. 

Oommissioner LANE', Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 

Bertine, Edwin R, flag ............ _ .. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 
Devlin, J. B., mould .................. City Parks Impt. 

Fund .......•. 

Donaldson, T. & Son, gas brackets ..•.. Museum Natural 

History ....... . 

Holbrook, E. F., dJ Bros., glass ..•...... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... 

McOrea, Jas., row· boat ................ Harlem R B., 

Reps., Imp. and 

Maint ....••.• 
Mott, J. L., Iron Works, grate bars •... Maint. and Govt. 

P. &P .•••.... 

Mount's Son, H. R, brushes and dusters.Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Museum of Art .•• 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

$20 08 

2 50 

1 25 

$7 00 

255 00 

33 00 

19 28 

6 75 

17 71 

23 83 
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Murphy &; Nesbit, lath and sand ....... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ••••.•••• 
Pratt, Chas. &; Co., Astral oil. ....... , .Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ••.••• 

Harlem R. . B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

Maint ....... . 

Museum of Art .. 

Rogers, H. A., hardware and twine ..... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ...... . 

Museum Natural 

History ...... . 

Ruhe, Louis, bird food ............... Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ....... 

Watson Mfg. Co., iron work ...•....•.. Museum of Art... 

$15 50 

$6 25 

1 75 

17 00 
25 00 

$34 58 

2 61 
3'1 III 

16 00 

13,341 60 

$13,787 86 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places..... .. $120 90 

City Parks Improvement :Fund. . . .. . . .. . . ... ......... .. 261 75 

Harlem l'iver bridges, repairs, improvement and mainten-

ance.................... ...... ..... ........... ..... 8 50 

Museum of Natural History ... " .... '" ....••. _..... 35 61 

Museum of Art ........... . 13,361 10 
--- $13,787 86 

Amounting in the aggregate to tho sum of thirteen thousand seven hundred 

and eighty-seven dollars and eighty-six cents. 

ti:ligned) 
" 

New York, March 27,1878. 

S. E. LAN II, l Auditing 
SAKL CONOVER, f Oommit/ ... 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do noW ap
prove them, and that 'the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
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a maj01'ity of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetm01'e, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Audit of Certificate-Ellon Avenue. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following certificate of the Engineer 
ill charge of the improvements in the territory formerly con
stituting the rfown of Morrisania, in pursuance of proceedings 
authorized by the Board of Trustees of said town, prior to the 
first day of January, 1874, and submit the same to the Board 
for approval. 

. 

CONTRAOTORS. IMrRovEMENT. 
No. OF 

AMOUNT. 
C1!JtTIFIOATE. 

I 

Jaimes Hall Regulating and grading Eltonl First and final. $4,685 00 
and Ave., from Third Aye. orl 

Michael O'Neil. Boston Road to Brook AYe . 
I 

.. 

S. E. LA)lE, } Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER, OommiteM'. 

Dated New York, March 27, 1878. 

The PRESIDEl'iT then offered the following preamble and 

resolution: 

TV1:erco.<, The certificate of the Engineer in charge of the 
improvements in tilE) territory forIllerly coustituting the town 
of Mouisania, in pIJ1SUanCe of proceedings authorized by the 
Board of 'I'rustees of said town prior to the 1 st day of January, 
1874, set forth in the report of the Auditing Committee this 
day presented to the Board, has been examined and audited 
by the Commissioners of this Department; 

Resolved, That the said Commissioners approve, and they 
do hereby approve, the work and amount certified by the said 
Engineer in said certificate; and that the Senretary be, and 
hereby is, dimcted to prepare the certificate to be delivered to 
the contractors mentioned in said report, in pursuance of the 

f 
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provisions of Section 7, Chapter 329, Laws of 1874, and in 
accordance with the said certificate of the said Engineer, and 
submit the same to the Commissioners of this Department for 
their signatures. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolution, and it was determined 

'\ in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Geological Collection from Mount Gothard Tunnel. 

The PRESIDENT reported verbally that he had been informed 
by Mr. R. L. Stuart, President of the Am'3rican Museum of 
Natural History, that the Geological Collection from Mount 

Gothard Tunnel would be an acceptable addition to the 
Museum, but that they were not in a position to guarantee the 

payment of the freight or any other expenses connected with 

its transportation from Europe. 
(Minutes, Feb. 27, 1878, p. 631.) 

Oommissioner LANE moved that the Pl'3sident be requested 
to inform the Secretary of State of the United States, that the 

Department will be glad to receive said collection if delivered 

free of expense. 

Adopted. 

City Hall Park. 

Commissioner LANE moved that the President be requested 
to make arrangements with the) Commissioner of Public Works 

for the removal of the ash-box on City Hall Park, west of the 
New County Court House. 

Adopted. 

Old material. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution; 

Resolved, That the President be empowered to dispose of 
such old material in the Department as can not be made use 
of. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Eugene E. McLean. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Eugene E. McLean be, and he is hereby, 

appointed Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, that his salary be fhced at the rate of $2,200 per 
annum, and that all the property of the Department in those 
Wards be placed in his charge. 

(Minutes, January 23, 18'78, p. 558.) 

W. G. Ackerman. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved to amend said resolution by 
substituting therein the name of Mr; W. G. Ackerman in place 

of Mr. Eugene E. McLean. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion to amend said resolution, and it was de

termined in the negative, a majority of all the members of the 
Board not voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

Aves-Commissioners Wetmore, Lane-2. 

Noes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover-2. 

The PRESIDENT then put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the afih .. ma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Civil and Topographical Engineering Force. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following preamble and resolu
tions : 

Tthe1'eas, The appropriation for Surveying, Laying out and 
Monumenting Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, includ-

/ 
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ing north end of this island for the year 1878, is already nearly 
exhausted, it becomes a matter of necessity to dispense with 
the services of most of the corps of Civil and Topographical 
Engineers engaged on these works; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the following named employes be, and the 
same are hereby, suspended without pay from this date, viz. : 

J. James R. Croes. 
C. Ridgely Schott. 
Stephen S. Haight. 
Horace Crosby. 
T. J. O'Sullivan. 
H. Cruger. 
George C. Hollerith. 
Henry W. Vogel. 
Randell Hunt. 
Thomas Fox. 
Thomas L. Beebe. 
:Frederick W. Brown. 
George Robinson. 

. Richard Gambling. 

Resolved, That Engineer E. B. Vau Winkle be placed in 
temporary charge of the work of Surveying, Laying out and 
Monumenting Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards and 
north end of this island without additional compensation, and 
that the services of Frederick Greiffenberg and J. F. Perez be 
retained at an annual salary of $1,000 each. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said preamble and resolutions, and it was determined 
in the affirmative J a majority of all the members of the Board 
voting in favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of Commissioner CONOVER the Board adjourned 
at twelve o'clock M., to mee~ on Wednesday, the 3d day of 
April, 1878, at 9:15 o'clock A. M. 

WM.lRWIN, 
Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRII~ 3rd, 1818. 

REGULAR MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK .t. 'M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 
" CONOVER. 

" LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 27th of March, 

1878, were read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Mt. St. Vincent. Casino. Dairy. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that the large 
dining-room and the front veranda in the secono story of 
Mount St. Vincent building, Central Park, require painting 
and kalsomining, and estimating the cost at $85. 

Also, that the outside cornices, verge boards, sashes, posts, 
wooden ceiling~, &c.; and also, all the trimmings and ridgel'Olls 
of the roofs of the" Casino," and the" Dairy," require to be 
painted, the cost of which he estimates at $435. 

(Minutes, March 13, 1878, p. 664.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that Mr. C. Ryan, licensee for the sale 
of refreshments in Central Park, be ;authorized to have the 
painting and kalsomining for Mount St. Vincent building, the 
Casino, and the Dairy, which are recommended by the Superin-
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ten dent of Parks, executed at a cost not exceeding the amounts 

estimated by said Superintendent. That the work be done 

under the supervision of the Superintendent of Parks, and that 

when done Mr. C. Ryan be allowed credit for the amounts on 

account of his licer.se fees. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would I 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 

Drinking Fountains on the Mall 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that one of the 

two granite and bronze drinking fountains on the Mall, in 
Central Park, had to be removed some time ago, and that the 

other is now so much out of repair that it will have also to be 

removp-d before long. That it would oe cheaper to replace 

said fountains by new cast ir~n fountains of an appropriate 

design, than to repair them. 
The PRESIDENT moved that said two drinking fountains be 

replaced by new cast-iron fountains, at a cost not to exceed 

$300. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows 

Ayes-Commissioners vVenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Laborers, &c., in 28d and 2Hh Warde. 

From the Supel'intendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fourth Wards, requesting that .some additional laborers and 

double teams be appointed for work in the TWElnty-th:b;d and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, March 13, 1878, p. 657.) 
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The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to appoint six~ 
teen laborers and two double teams in the Twenty~third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Menagerie. 

From the Director of the Menagerie, requesting that the old 
shed in the camels' paddock, at the Menagerie, be replaced by 
a small house in keeping with the surrounding buildings. 

Referred to the Superintendent of Parks for his report. 

Rooms for the Janitor. 

From the Janitor of the offices at 36 II nion Square, request
ing to be permitted to occupy a portion of the upper story of 
the building. 

Commissioner WETJ\WRE mrwed that said communication 
and subject be referred to the President with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in £avor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

East River Park. 

From Mr. Jacob Seabold, Jr., licensee of the refreshment 

saloon in East River Park, stating that on account of the 
careless lllanner in which the roof of the platform on that 
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park has been removed, that the railing is destroyed and the 
place left in a dangerous condition. 

(Minutes, March 27. 1878, p. 692.) 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be authorized to have the plat
form on East River Park put in proper repair without delay, 
at a cost not to exceed $2150. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

J. J. R. Croes. Civil and Topographical Engineering force. 

From Mr. Samuel R. Filley and twenty-one others as fol
lows, namely: 

1'0 the Gommis.~ionel" of the Department of Public Parks : 

Gentlemen,-The conrteous reception which has ever been extended by the 
Department of Public Parks to the views and wishes of the residents of the 
Twenty-third aUlI Twenty-fourth 'Yards, upon matters of pnblic interest in that 
section, warrants thc undersigned in uniting in a respectful petition to your 
Board to re llHlst, if possiblo, a rpconsideration of your recent action in suspending 
from active service your late Engineer-in-Chief, :Mr. J. J. It. Croei, and we feel 
assured you will pardon this intrueion of OUt· desire, in regard to this matter, 
when we state our reasons thet'efor. 

It is now four years since the territory in which we reside was made part and 
parcel of the City of New York, and placed under the special charge of your 
Department. During this pet'iod, owing to the repeated changes which have been 
made in the office of Engineer-in Chief in your Department, we have realized the 
most annoying delays in the prosecution of important works of vital interest to 
the people of that section, among which we ttlay mention the completion of our 
long delayed surveys and maps, and the carrying out of a complete system of 
drainage and sewerage, matters which we have from time to time earnestly urged 
upon the Departmpn!.. N ever have these works made such hopeful progress as 
they have made during the past year, undcr the supervision and direction of Mr. 
Croes, and upon the basis of plans which he had undcr consideration we had all 
looked forward to any early completion of these essential matters on a scale at 
once co.mprehensive and harmonious. Past experience satisfies us that a change 
made now in the head of the bureau having these matters in charge means 
another perplexing delay, for no matLer how skillful may be the man selected to 
fill the position, much time mnst necessarily elapse before Ite can acquire the 
knowledge and familiarity with the district which has been acquired by :Mr. 
Crocs, and which are so necessary to master intelligently the work so much 
needed. 

Fully apDreciating the difficulties under which you are laboring, growing out 
of a miserably insufficient appropriation of funds for the work required in our dis-

I 
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trict (and which we are led to believe was the chief and only cause for making 
any reduction in your force). we still hope that you will find ~ome method of 
prosecuting to a successful conclusion the work so patiently waited for by all our 
resident population; and in conclusion. we most respectfully and earnestly urge 
that you will reconsider your late action, so far as it regards Chief Engineer 
Croes, and again place our interests in the hands of one who thoroughly under· 
stands them; of one who is in every way competent, and who enjoys in an emi· 
nent degree the confidence and respect of all our people. 

Respectfully yours, &c., 
(Signed,) SAMUEL R. FILLEY. 

(Here follow 21 other signatures.) 

Also from Mr. J. R. Whiting and twenty-seven others, as 
follows, namely: 

To the Commissioner.~ of Parks: 

The undersigned respectfully represent that they have learned with concern 
and regret, that in cousequence of the reduction of funds appropriated to laying 
out the 23d and 24th Wards, you have felt constrained to suspend the Chief 
Engineer, and all of his subordinates but two, which is a practical suspension of 
the work of surveying, laying out and monumenting these Wards, a work in which 
the taxpayers have a deep interest, and are very desirous of it$ immediate and 
vigorous prosecution and completion. 

While we concede the necessity of a reduction of the force employed on ~his 
work in consequence of the inadequate provision for sustaining the whole of it, 
we do not think it wise to suspend the Chief Engineer, so long as there is any 
money at the disposal of the Board which may legally be applied to compensate 
his services. He has been employed in this work from its commencement. The 
present plans with which all are so well satisfied,have been wrought out by him, or 
under his dIrection, and immediate supervision. To him only we look with confi· 
dpnee for accurate and minute information, suggestions and advice in relation to 
questions which are constantly arising, and which affect the use and value of 
property in the annexed distrIct. Regarding his suspension as a serious incon. 
venience, and an injury to property ownerS!, we pray you to devise a way in 
which Mr. J. J. R. 01'0es may be assigned again to his duties as Chief Engineer, 
and continued therein. 

New York, April 2, 1878. 
(Signed,) J. R. WHITING. 

(Here follow 27 other signatures.) 

Also from Mr. Oliver Bryan, and from Mr. M. C. Turner, on 

the same subject. 

The PRESIDEN'l' moved that said communications be received, 
printed in the minutes and filed. 

Adopted. 
Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report : 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
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examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Croes, J. James R., petty expenses ..... Surveying, Laying 

ont, etc., 23d & 

24th W ...... . 

Devlin, John B., gravel. ... , ........ , .Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Graham, Charles T .• services as diver ... Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ........... . 

Handibode, P., coal .................. Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. aud 

M ........... . 

Hunter, Keller & Co., iron pipe .....•.. Museum of Art ..• 

Irwin, Wm., petty expenses •••••.... , .l\Iaint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, Treas., expenses 

Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Mus. Nat. Hist ............ " ... ' .Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Mounts' Son, H. R., sponges ........... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M ........... . 

City Parks Impt. 

Fund ......... . 

Mus. Natl.History 

Shaw & Venn, kalsomining ....•...... Mnseum of Art ... 

Seaman, John A., paints, oil, &c ....... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Schuyler, Miller & Co., ash lumber ..... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Vaux, Calvert, commissions ............ Museum of Art .. . 

$91 O~ 

10 86 

$17 06 

o 49 

1 46 

o 49 

----

$54 96 

332 26 

100 00 

4 75 

1 88 

101 88 

870 92 

19 150 

320 00 

33 99 

67 80 

1,300 00 

-----
13.207 94 

I 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places.. . • • ..• $1,413 05 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Impt. and Maint •.....••• 

Maintenance, etc., 23d and 24th Wards ................. . 

Surveying, Laying out, etc., 23d and 24th Wards .•...... 

lor; 24 

10 86 

54 96 

City Parks Improvement Fund... ......... ............ 1 46 

Museum of Art. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .• ......•.. ..... 1,621 88 

Museum of Natural History... ... ........ .... . ......... 0 49 

$3,20'1 94 

Amonnting in the aggregate to the Bum of thirty-two hundred and seven dol 

lars and ninety-four cents. 

(Signed) S. E. LANE, I Auditing 
SAM'L. CONOVER, \' Oommittee. 

NEW YORK, April 3,18'18. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows :-

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes: 

Department of Public PaJ'~s, 

In account with S. E. Lane, Treasurer. 

1878. 
March 20. By balance .............................. . $14 09 

Mch. 20 to t By cash received from sundry receipts and 
April 13. \ permits ............................... .. '1'1 50 

$91 1j9 
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DR. 

Mch. 20 to I T h 'd' t C't '1' .April 13. f 0 cas pal In 0 1 Y reasury ........... . $14 09 

77 50 .April 3. " balance ........................• , ..•.. 

(Signed,) 

NEW YORK Wednesday, April 3, 1878. 
9.30 A. M. 

Riverside Avenue. 

$91 59 

S. E. LANE, 

Treasurer D. P. P. 

The PRESIDENT presented a report upon the subject of allow

ing the contractors for the improvemeLlt and construction of 

Riverside Avenue an extra price for the piers a"ld abutments 

of the bridge or trestlework, and recommended that the fol

lowing resolution be adoptBd, viz. : 

Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, aathor
ized to prepare and submit to the Oounsel to the Oorporation 
an agreement with Messrs. Decker and Quintard, eontractors 
for the improvement and construction of Riverside Avenue, 
allowing said contractors $7.50 per cubic yard for all cement 
masonry and $5 per cubic yard for all dry wall masonry work 
required for abutments, piers, or otherwise in connection with 
the bridge or trestlework on said avenue, and that when said 
agreement is appr<;>ved by the Oounsel to the Oorporation the 
President be, and hereby is, authorized and directed to execute 
the same for and on behalf of this Department. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 693.) 

Oommissioner WETMORE moved that said report be received 

and laid over, and that the President be requested to obtain 

from the Oounsel to the Corporation his opinion whether this 

Department has the authority to make such an agreement as 

is recommended by the President. 
Adopted. 

Rotary :Boat. 

The PRESIDENT, to who.m was referred the application of l\-Ir. 

David R. Smith for permission to place a rotary boat on Cen

tral Park, reported verbally, recommending that Mr. Smith be 
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permitted to place one rotary boat on the Harlem Meer, near 

One Hundred and Tenth Street and Fifth Avenue. He also 
presented a communication from the Superintendent of Parks 

on the subject, accompanying specifications for the construc
tion of the boat. 

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 683.) 

'\ Commissioner LANE moved that said report be accepted, and 
that the President be authorized to grant and sign a license to 

Mr. David B. Smith to place one rotary boat on the Harlem 
Meer, in Central Park near One Hundred and Tenth Street 

and Fifth Avenue during 1878 and 1879, and that his license 
fee be fixed at ten per centum of the gross receipts. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting ill favor 
thereof, as follows: 

1 Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Wm. Nolan. 

The PRESIDENT reported that he had appointed Wm. Nolan 
as a mason on the parks. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the action of the Presi
dent be approved. 

The PRESIDENl' put the qnestion, ~whether tbe Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners 'Venman, ,,y atmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Riverside Avenue. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the penalties for the non-completion of the 
work of improving and constructing Riverside Avenue on or 
before the 31st October, 1877, the time stipulated in the COll-
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tract, be, and hereby are, remitted up to the 1st day of April, 
1878. 

(Minutes, March 20th, 1878, p. 682.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, W' etmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Lewis K. Osborn. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That Lewis K. Osborn be, and hereby is, trans
ferred from the position of inspector on the work of construct
ing drains near Fordham in the Twenty-fourth Ward, and 
appointed an inspector on the work of constructing the sewer 
in Brook Avenue, and that his pay be fixed at $4 per day. 

(Minutes, January 23d, 1878, p. 540.) 

The l'RESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Philanzo Edick. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That ~Ir. Philanzo Edick be, and hereby is, ap

pointed an inspector upon the work of constrncting drains 
near Fordham in the Twenty-fourth Ward, and that his pay be 
fixed at $3 per day. 

(:Vlinutes, December 5, 1878, p. 426.) 

The PUESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the nOMd voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

l 
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Daniel S. Dickinson. 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Daniel S. Dickinson be, and hereby is, 
appointed a division gardener on the parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Seats in Madison, Union and Washington Squares. 

Commissioner LANE offered. the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the 'freasurer be authorized to issue an order 
to have all the seats in Madison, Union and Washington 
Squares painted, at a cost not to exceed seventy-five cents per 
seat. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmati ve, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
t.hereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Buckwheat. 

Commissioner LANE stated that several gentlemen had re
quested that a half an acre of the Central Park be sown with 
buckwheat, and allowed to grow and shed its ::;eed for the 
benefit of the small birds. 

Commissioner LANE then moved that said request be granted, 
and that it be referred to the President with power to de

termine to what extent, and in what location of the Park, the 

buckwheat shall be sown. 
(Minutes, August 29, 1877, p. 258.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determiued iu the affirma~ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-,-4. 

Elevated Railway. 

Commissioner WETMORE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President and Commissioner Lane be, 

and hereby are, authorized and requested to use all legitimate 
means to prevent the Legislature granting It route for an 
elevated railway either along Fifty-ninth Street, or through the 
Central Park . 

(Minutes, January 23, 1878, p. 538.) 

Adopted. 

Bridges over Bronx River. 

Commissioner LANE, from the Committee appointed to ex
amine and report upon the condition of the bridges over the 
Bronx River, presented two comunications on the subject, one 
from 1\1r. J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer, and 
the other from Mr. Horace Crosby, Surveyor, and he moved 
that said communications be received and printed as a docu
ment of the Board. 

(Minutes, January 30,1878, p. 563.) 

See Document, No. 78, 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

A,ljes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock, A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 10th day of April, 
1878. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. ,f. 

I 
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W.~DNESDAY, il.PRIL lOth, 1878. 

ADJOUBNED MEETING, 9:15 O'CLOCK, A.M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMOBE. 

" 
" 

CONOVER. 

LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 3d inst. were 

read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

.Appropriations and Expenses of the Department. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council forwarding a copy 

of the following resolution, which was approved by his Hon. 
the Mayor on the 2d inst., viz. : 

Resolved, F'irst.-That the Commissioners of the Park Department be requested 
and directed to report to this Board, as soon as po~sible, the following informa
tion: The amounts appropriated by the Board of .Apportionment to their Depart
ment on the 1st of January, 1875, '6, '7 and '8; also the amount of money they 
have received, if any, from the issne and sale of bonds; and how mnch they have 
received, if any. from other sonrces, by transfer or otherwise. 

Second.-How mnch they have spent on each park or square, specifically, for 
laborers' wages in each year. 

lki,·d.- Specifically, how much spent on each park or square for maintenance 
or improvements each year up to the 1st of March, 1878, and the kind of im
provements made in each of the parks and squares of the City; also the amounts 
paid for police, architects, surveyors, overseers, foremen, clerical help, or any 
other employees, together with the rate per day of each class; and also the sala
ries of Commissioners during the same periods. 

Referred to the President. 
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Fountains. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works stating, that to 

prevent the necessity of shutting off the water from the foun

tains in the parks the nozzles of some of them should be made 

smaller than at present. 
Also from the Superintendent of Parks stating, that by 

direction of the President he had seen the Chief-Engineer of I 
the Department of Public Works and explained to him the 
kind and size of the nozzles used on the fountains; and that 
he had stated that they were all acceptable except those of the 

fountains in Stuyvesant Square and in the Bowling Green; and 
recommending that new nozzles of an inch and a quarter di-
ameter, with appropriate tops, be placed on those fountains. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that the subject of having 

new nozzles and tops placed on the fountains be reJerred to the 
President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenma.n, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Menagerie. 

From the Superintendent of Parks submitting a plan and 
elevation for a small building in place of the old shed now in 
the camels' paddock at the Menagerie in Central Park; and 

estimating the cost of erecting the same at from $175 to $200, 
if old material on hand, is used for the purpose. 

(Minut.es, April 3d, 1878, p. 703.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that the plan and elevation for said 
building be approved, and that the Superintendent of Parks 
be directed to have it constructed from old material, at a cost 

not to exceed $200. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Oommissioners Wemn,lU, \Vetmore, Oonover, Lane 
\ --4. 

Painters. 

From the Superintendent of Parks reporting that the rolling 

stock of the Department being now nearly all painted, there 

will not be work enough for the painters employed by the 
Department, unless the Board desires to have the frame build

ings, iron bridges and other structures of the Department 
painted this season. 

IJaid over. 

Horses and Carts. 

From the Superintendent of Parks reporting that, as all the 
horses of the Department are employed at this season on 

maintenance work, he requires from six to eight additional 

horses and carts for the work at the approaches to the Museum 

of Art. 
The PRESIDENT stated that as these horses and carts were 

required immediately he had, on receipt of the report of the 
Superintendent of Parks, placed six additional horses and carts 

at work, at the rate of pay of $2.75 per day. 
Commissioner CONOVER moved that the actiOl~ of the Presi

dent be approved and adopted by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 
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Meseum of Art. 

From the Superintending Architect, inclosing a bill of Messrs' 

Shaw & Venn, amounting to $50 for extra work in kalsomin

ing the walls of the Museum of Art, and reporting that the ex

tra work was occasioned by the Architect, Mr. Calvert Vaux, 

having altered the tint of the walls when the work was partly I 

done, thus necessitating the work to be redone over, and new 

material to be used; and recommending that said bill be al-
lowed. 

(Minutt.s April 3, 1876, p. 708.) 

The PRESlDENT moved that said bill of Messrs. Shaw & Venn, 

for extra work in kalsomining the Museum of Art building, be 

approved and ordered to be paid. 

The President put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, requefilting 

that an axeman be appointed on the work of constructing 

Brook Avenue sewer, and that, from time to time, when his 

services can be spared from that work, he be allowed to USe 

him on other work and charge his time to the same. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Fox be, and hereby is, appointed 
an assistant on the work of constructing Brook Avenue sewer, 
that his pay be fiX2c1 at $2.50 per day, and that the engineer in 
charge of works of construction be authorized to employ him 
on other works, from time to time, and charge his time to same, 

'The PUESlDENT put the question whether the Board would 

l1~ree to said HlSQtution, ~nd it Wilts qeterlllined ill the affirmil!~ 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Eagle Avenue, 

From M. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, submitting 

three similar maps or plans, showing the change of the grade 

of Eagle Avenue, from Westchester Avenue to One Hundred 

and Sixty-third Street, prepared for filing, as heretofore di

rected by the Board. 
(Minutes, Febl'uary 6, 1878, p. 584.) 

Commissioner LANE then· offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That James F. Weflman, the President of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks, 
be, an~ he hereby is, designated and directed by the said Board 
to certIfy and file, as pIOvided bylaw, the three similar maps 
or plans and profiles, showing the grades of Eagle Avenue, and 
the intersecting streets from Westchester Avenue to One Hun
dred and Sixty-third Street, in that portion of the Twenty
third Ward of the Oityof New York, which forrherly consti
tuted the town of Morrisania" as altered, amended and estab
lished, and as the same have bee:1 laid out and are hereby 
determined by the Oommissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks, and which said maps, or plans and profiles, are en
titled" Plans and Profiles, showing the grade of Eagle Avenue 
" and the streets intersecting the same, from Westchester Ave
" nue to One Hundred and Sixty-third Street, in the Twenty
" third Ward ofthe Oity of New York, as altered, amended and 
" established by the Oommissioners of the Department of Pub
"lie Pr.rks, in pursuance of the provisions of Ohapters 32U 
" and 604 of the Laws of 1874," dated " New York, February 
" 12th, 1878," and signed" J. J. R. Oroes, Oivil and Topograph
" ical Engineer Department of Public Parks." 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 



718 

Laying Out the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

Central District. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer in charge, submitting 
a map or plan of the streets, avenues, &c., in the Central 

District of the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, amend
ed as directed by the Board. 

(Minutes, March 23, 1878, p. 687.) 

Laid over. 

Double Teams in Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty

fonrth Wards, reporting that the price paid by the Department 
of Public Works for double teams in the north end of the 

island is $3.50 per day. 
Commissioner LANE moved that the price paid by this De

partment for double teams employed in the Twenty-third and 

T\','entJ-fourth Wards be fixed at $3.50 per day. 
'fhe PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, 'Vetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Wm. Flanag-an. 

From Patrolman William Flanagan, resigning his position 
in the Department from and after the 5th inst. 

(Minutes, March 6, 1878, p. 647.) 

Accepted. 

John Johnson. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, forwarding the applica
tion of John Johnson, mason, to be restored to work. 

(Minutes, Noyember 21, 1878, p. 397). 

Filed. 

Grand Army of the Republic. 

From Mr. A. Hamilton Mulligan, Secretary of the Memorial 

f 
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Committee of the Grand Army of the Republic, requesting the 
use of a room in Union Square Cottage for said committee 
until Decoration Day. 

(Minutes, April 6, 1877, p. 725.) 

The PRESIDENT moved that permission be granted to said 
committee to use the small room in said cottage as requested. 

Adopted. 

B. F. Crane. 

From Mr. B. F. Crane, applying for the position of Superin
tendent ot Parks. 

Filed. 

Wm. Kyle. Boats on Harlem Meer. 

From Mr. Wm. Kyle, applying for the privilege of placing 
boats on the Harlem Meer in Central Park. 

(Minutes, May 10, 1876, p. 21, and April 3, 1878, p. 708.) 

Filed. 

Drains at Fordham, in Twenty.fourth Ward. 

From Mr. Hugh N. Camp and five other owners of prop
erty, requesting the Department not to change the plan for the 
construction of drains at Fordham, in the Twenty-fourth Ward. 

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 669.) 

Filed. 

J. J. R. Croes. 

From Mr. Henry F. Spaulding and twenty-niue other owners 
of property in the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards, 
remonstrating against the action of the Board in suspending 
Mr. J. J. R Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer. 

(Minutes, April 3, 1878, p. 704.) 

Filed. 

Surveying in Central Park. 

From Mr. Alfred G. Compton, Professor of Applied Math-
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ematics in the College of the City of New York, asking per
mission for the students of the class of civil engineering of 
said college to practice surveying in Central Park. 

The President stated that he had granted a similar permis
sion to the students of Columbia College, Lut that he found 
they were doing so much injlUy to the Park that he had deter
mined to revoke the permission. He then moved that the 
request of Mr. A. G. Compton be refused. 

Adopted. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the two following reports: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Claflin, H. B. &- Co., towelling ......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

City Parks Impt. 

F ............ . 

Colgate &- Co., Castile soap .•..••...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... . 

Cooper, Hewitt &- Co., wire ............ Maint. and Govrnt. 

P. &OP ....... . 

Davies, J as. R., services ............... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Devlin, Jno. B., gravel and paving 

stones .................... . .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .....• 

City Parks Impt. 

F ............ . 

Early &- Lane, matches and mats ....... Harlem R. E., 

Reps., Impt. alld 

M ........... . 

Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

$4 60 

2 75 
$7 35 

3 41 

21 66 

50 00 

$768 92 

200 00 
968 82 

$0 25 

8 50 
8 75 

I 
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Gatchel, A. S., gum-packing ............ Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P .•...• 

Harlem Gas Light Company, meter gas. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Hazard Powder Co., powder, caps, &c ... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ......• 

Hoyt, J. B., & Co., lacing leather ...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Jones, Chas. and Thomas P. McQuade, 

materials and labor ................. Brook Ave. sewer, 

Knox, C., police hats ......••..•...... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Kelso Bros., coal.. ............... _ .City Parks Impt. 

F .......... .. 

Metropolitan Gas-Light Co., meter gas.Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .....• 

Murphy & Nesbit, cement, lime and 

brick. ............ : ............... City Parks Impt. 

F ........... . 

Mus. of Natl. His-

$92 110 

tory........... 5 75 

Nolan & McGrath, granite blocks .... , .Mus. Natl. His-

tory ......... . 

Reeves, Robt. C., lawn rakes •........ Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Ridabock, F. A .. gravel ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P. 1877. 

Rhinlander, F. W., treas., expenses Mus. 

of Art ....... , ................... Maillt. and Govrnt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Rogers, H. A., rat traps and chains .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP .••... 

S.,arnan, John A., paints, hardware and 

marline ...... '" ................. Maillt. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Harlem R. B., 

Reps., Impt. and 

M .......... . 

City Parks Impt. 

F ............ . 

$33 54 

50 

4 34 

4 22 

32 1'7 

2 SO 

3 110 

1,883 62 

140 '711 

20 00 

69 00 

98 26 

135 00 

8 00 

424 52 

581 50 

23 00 

88 38 
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Slote & Janes, mounting map .... , •.... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P .••... 

Scott, D., fish ..••.............••.•... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....... · 

Taylor, A. S., newspapers .... , ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Van Dewater, J. 'V., washstand, &c ..... City Parks Impt. 

Fund ........ . 

Walton Bros., forks, hoes and shears .... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... 

Wheatly, R. R., hay and feed ........... Maint., etc., 23d & 

24th Wards .... 

Young, Chas. C., bread ...•........... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. & P ....... . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places ......... $1,886 76 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . . . . . . . . .. .........•. 325 09 

Harlem River Bridges, Repairs, Improvement and Mainte-

nance ..... _ ........ _ ....... _ ... _................. 76 

Maintenance. etc., 23d and 24th Wards........ .... ...... 18 81 

Museum National History ...... _.' _ .... _ ........... _ .. 140 75 

Brook Avenue Sewer...... .... .. ..................... 1,833 62 

Maintenance and Government Parks and Places, 1877.. . . . 424 52 

3 1)0 

12 09 

17 28 

I) bO 

32 50 

18 81 

66 32 

$4,630 30 

$4,630 30 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of forty-six hundred and thirty dollars 

and thirty cents. 

S. E. LANE, } Auditing 
SAM'L CONOVER, Committee. 

NEw YORK, April 10th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

,I 



\ 

April 10, 1878.] 723 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oono.ver, Lane 

-4. 

The Auditing Oommittee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bill, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval; 

Decker, Nichs. H. and Geo. W. Quintard, 

labor aud materials ................ Improvement and 

construction of 

Riverside Ave. $2,020 22 

$2,020 22 

Amounting to the sum of two thousand and twenty dollars and twenty-two cents. 

(Signed) SAMUEL CONOVER, 

Auditing Oommittee. 

NEW YORK, April lOth, 1878. 

The above mentioned bill having been read and passed on, 

the President moved that the Board do now approve it, and 
that the Secretary be directed to transmit it to the Finance 
Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners 'Venman, vVetmore, Oonover-3. 
No-Oommissioner Lane-I. 

Michael J. O'Connor. 

THE PRESIDENT reported that as John Johnson, mason; had 
been absent from work, and the Superintendent of Parks re

quired another mason, he had appointed Michael J. O'Oonnor 

It mason on the Park. 
(Minutes April 10, 1878, p. 718.) 



724 [ Wednesda,y, 

Oommissioner OONOVER moved that the action of the Presi~ 

dent be approved and adopted by the Board. 
The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority o~ all the members of the Board voting ill favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 

Lighting the Lamps on the Parks, &c. 

Oommissioner OONOVER offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Presic1ent, with power, to 
direct the Secretary to prepare and publish advertisements for 
proposals for supplying illuminating material to, and lighting, 
cleaning, reglazing, &c., all or any portion of the public lamps 
on the public parks, squares, places and bridges under the con
trol of the Department, from May 1st to December 31st, 1878, 
both days inclusive. 

(Minutes December 26, 1877, p. 464.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 

a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Oonover, Lane 

-4. 
Owen Delaney. 

Oommissioner CONOVER presented the preliminary examina
tion of Mr. Owen Delaney, for an appointment on the police 

force, and also the report of the Police Surgeon, by which it 

appears that said Owen Delaney is eligible for the position. 

Commissioner OO~OVER then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Owen Delaney be, and he hereby is, appoint
ed a gate-keeper on the police force, in place of William 
Flanigan, resigned. 

(Minntes, April 10. 1878, p. 718.) 

'1'he PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

a.gree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirms,,, 
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Gate Keepers. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That hereafter no applicant be appointed a gate
keeper on the police force until he has first appeared before 
the Board. 

Adopted. 

Washington Squnl'e. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. John Jay be, and he js hereby, author

ized to cause to be painted the buildings in Washington Square, 
at the expense of himself and his associates, t.he same t.o be 
done under the direction of the Sllperintendent of Parks. 

(Minutes, March 20, 1878, p. 667.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of t.he Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, vVetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Boanl aUJourned at 11 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 17th inst., at 9.15 
0' clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN? 

Secretary D.P.P~ 
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WEDNESDA¥, APRIL 17th, 1878, 

REGULAR MEETING-9:15 O'CLOCK, A. M. 

Present-Commissioner WENMAN, President. 

" 
" 

WETMORE. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 10th inst. were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Berrian Avenne, Washington Avenne. 

}'rom the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolutions, which were approved by his Honor 
the Mayor on the 12th inst., viz. : 

Re,oived, That tlle attention of the Park Department be respectfnlly called to 
the broken and dangerous condition of the roadway in Berrian Avenne, from the 
Kingsbridge Road to the northern boulevard, and of Washington Avenue, along 
its entire length; and inasmuch as these two avenues are among those in the 
annexed district, which are most used; be it further 

Resolved, That the said Park Department be reqnested to cause the said 
avenues to be repaired forthwith. 

Referred to Commissioner Wetmore. 

Jackson Square. 

From the Clerk of the Common Council, forwarding a copy 
of the following resolution, which had been approved by his 
Honor the Mayor on the 12th inst., viz. : 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Park Department be requested to put 
the lamps on the lamp-posts around Jackson Square, at the jnncti.on of Seventh 
and Eighth Avenues, and see that they are lighted every night. 
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Commissioner WETMORE moved that said communication be 
referred to the President, with power. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows : 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Riverside A venne. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation, as follows, viz. : 

Hon .• TAMES F. 'VENMAN, 

LAW DEPARTMENT, } 
Office of the Counsel to the Corporation, 

NEW YORK; April 16th, 1878. 

President of the Department of Public Parks: 

SIR,-In your letter to me of the fourth instant, you state the following 
facts: 

In the progress of the work on Ri ver,ide Avenue, it has become necessary to 
build a bridge or tl'estle work at Eighty-sixth Street. The specifications for the 
trestle work are contained in the sixty-fifth paragraph, page 22, of the contract, 
hut nothing is mentioned concerning tbe piers and abutments on which the trestle 
work will have to rest. These piers and abutments are coustructed of masonry; 
in some places built dry without mort.ar, and other places laid iu cement. The 
only classes of masonry for which the prices are fixed by the contract are the 
following: dry wall, parapet wall, coiling for parapet wall, brick masonry, rubble 
masonry laid in cement. 

The contractors claim, and the engineers, appointed by the Department to 
superintend the work admit, that the claim is equitable, that the piers and 
abutments of the trestle work should be paid for at !t higher rate than that fixed 
for ordinary dry wall or rubble masonry laid in c.ement. as the work is 
more expensive. The engineers fmtller say, that in all engineering works 
it is customary to allow a higher price fOJ' this kind of masonry than for 
ordinary retaining walls. 

Under these circumstances you desire my opinion, whether the Department 
has the authority to make a supplemental agreement with the contractors, directing 
them to build the abutments and piers of the trestlework as extra work, and 
allowing them an extra price therefor, as provided by sections D aud Q of the 
contract. 

'Vith every desire to facilitate the operations of the Department, I am com 
pelled to advise you that, in my opillion, there is no authority of law for making 
a snpplemental contract of the character referred to in your letter. Section 91 of 
the charter of 1873 requires that all work involving the expenditure of more 
than one thousand dollars shall be done by centrect made at public letting, and 
the contract for improvement of Riverside A vcnne, was made in that manner. If 
the work on the piers and abutTllents is covered by the contract, it should be done 
in the manner, and paid for at the prices, therein provided. If it is not covered 
by the contract, as the expense will exceed one thousand dollars, the contract to 
do the work must be made at public letting, in the manner prescribed by the 
charter. I do not consider that the provisions of the coutract in regard to extra 
work, confer upon the Department any authority which it would not bave had if 
that clause had been omitted. The statlOte declares that work involving an ex
penditure of over one thousand dollars shall be made by public letting, and the 
right to have such work done in a different m'lnne, cannot be acquired by ill$ert· , 

( 
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ing in a contract made at public letting, a provision which authorizes extra work 
to be done and paid for at prices to be agreed on. The law itself seems to be very 
clear on this point, and it must also be evident that any different interpretation 
of the statute might lead to an entire disregard of the provisions of law requiring 
the public letting of contracts. If the Depart.nent has the power to make a private 
contract for the doing of extra work, involving an expenditure of one or two 
thousand dollars, the power would also exist to make such contracts to the extent 
of several hundred thousand dollars. I do not think that an interpretation of the 
statute which would lead to such results is admissible. 

The question in regard to which you ask my advice, has repeatedly received my 
consideration, and I have heretofore uniformly advised the Department of Public 
Parks, and also other departments of the City Government in accordance with the 
views expressed. I am, sir, yours respectfully, 

(Signed) W. C. WHITNRY, 

Connsel to the Corporation. 
(Minutes, April 3d, 1878, p. 708,) 

Commissioner LANE moved that said communication be filed 
and printed at length in the minutes. 

Adopted. 
Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu· 

tion: 
Resolved, That the Counsel to the Corporation be, and here

by is, reqnested for his opinion, whether the contractors for the 
improvement and construction of Riverside Avenue are required 
under the terms of their contract for said work, to build the 
piers and abutments for the trestle work or bridge; and, if so, 
what class of masonry work is required to be used in the con
struction of said piers and abutments. 

Adopted. 

140th Street. 

From the Counsel to the Corporation stating that the pro~ 
ceedings taken for the opening of One Hundred and Fortieth 
Street, from Eighth Avenue to the Harlem River, were discon
tinued by the Court, upon the objections of a majority of the 
property owners interested in said improvement. 

Filed. 

Spuyten Duyvil Road. 

From the Health Department calling the attention of the 
Department to the condition of Spuyten DuyviI Road, near the 

Rolling Mill office. 
Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards. 
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Lighting the Lamps on the Parks, &c. 

From the Gas Commission, refusing to assume the care and 
control of the lamps on the parks this year, but stating that 

the subject will be considered next year. 
(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 724.) 

The PRESIDENT stated that on receipt of said communication 
he had directed the Secretary to publish the advertisement for 
proposals to light the lamps on the parks, as authorized at the 
last meeting; and he moved said communication be filed. 

Adopted. 

Mowers. Stone-cutters. Horses and Carts. 

From the Superintendent of Parks stating that, on account 
of the Spring season, the work of maintenance has increased 
very much on the Central and other Parks, and that he requires 
twenty laborers for mowing, and from four to six additional 
horses and carts. 

Also recommending that two stone-cutters be employed to 
finish the cutting of the granite coping for the fountain at Sixty

third Street and the Boulevard. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be, and hereby is, authorized 

to employ twenty mowers at the rate of $1.60 per day each, six 
laborers with horses and carts at the rate of $2.75 per day each, 
and two stone cutters. 

(Minutes, April 10, 1878, p. 715.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, anrl it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Madison Square Fountain. 

From the Superintendent of Parks stating that the coping 
around the fountain in Madison Square is not sufficiently high 

f 
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to prevent children from falling into the basin, and recommend
ing that a cast iron railing of an appropriate design be placed 
on top of the coping. 

(Minutes, June 20, 1877, p. 128.) 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that the Superintendent of 
Parks be directed to shut off the water from said fountain until 

\: further order. 

Adopted. 

Riverside Avenue-Emil Bleyer. 

From the Superintending Engineer of the work of construct
ing and improving Riverside Avenue, stating that he requires 
the assistance of another chainman. 

The PRESIDENT offered .the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Emil Bleyer be, and hereby is, appointed 

a chainman upon the work of constructing and improving River
side Avenue, and that his pay be fixed at $65 per month. 

(Minutes, February 14 and September 19, 1877, pp. 616 anI 298.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows; 

Ayes-Commit>sioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Museum of Natural History. 

From Messrs. W. A. Haines and F. W. Stevens, Committee 
on Plans of the American Museum of Natural History, request
ing that the following items of work in establishing and equip
ping the Museum building be ordered, viz. : 

1st. Window shades, with two rollers to each window on the 1st, 2d,3d, 
4th and 5th or attic stories and curator's rooms, lind one roller on 
gallery story with drop fixtures, like specimens at the Museum, at a 
cost not to exceed .................•......................... $660 00 

2d. Four dozen rubber spittoons, like specimens at the Museum, at a 
cost not to exceed ............................ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 00 

3d. Eight ash extention tables, 10 feet long, 4 feet wide, 3t inch l~gs 
tnrned fimilar to those in the Mmeum; beaded or monlded rmls; 
square tops. corners rounded; finished, castored and fastened, com' 
plete, at a eOilt not to exceed ............ ; •... ;................ 120 00 
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Also requesting that plans and specifications be prepared 
for fitting up the middle room on the western side of the attic 
story of the Museum building, with cases suitable for a library. 
,. Also from the Superintending Architect, recommending that 
the window shades, spittoons and extension tables be furnished, 
and that book-cases be placed in the attic story as requested. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the window shades, spittoons and extension 

tables mentioned in said communication from Messrs. Haines 
& Stevens be ordered, at a cost not exceeding the amounts 
stated therein, and that the Superintending Architect be directed 
to prepare and submit to the Board plans and specifications 
for fitting up the middle room on the western side of the attic 
story of the Museum of N atnTal History building with cases 
suitable for a library, together with an estimate of the cost of 
the work. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane -3. 

L. A. Risse. 

From Mr. L. A. Risse, Draughtsman, asking that his title be 
changed from" Draughtsman" to that of "Assistant Engineer 
and Draughtsman", inasmuch as he performs both duties. 

Endorsed on said communication is a recommenda.tion from 
Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., that the request be 
granted. 

Oommissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the title of Mr. L. A. Risse be, and hereby is, 

changed from that of "Draughtsman" to that of "Assistant 
Engineer and Draughtsman" without any additional pay. 

(Minutes, Saptember 27, l876, p. 311.) 

The PREsIDlmT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma~ 
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-S. 

f 
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Mott Avenue. 

From Mr. John Demarest and sixteen others, owners of prop

erty fronting on Mott Avenue, requesting that the grade of the 

avenue near One Hundred and Forty-fourth Street, in the 
Twenty-third Ward, be changed. 

, Filed. 

Laying out the 23d and 24th Wards and North End of the Island 

From Messrs. Maclay & )):wies, Civil Engineers and City 

Surveyors, proposing to complete the work of surveying and 

laying out the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards and the 
north end of the island, by contract. 

Filed. 

Menagerie. Normal College. 

From Mr. Wm. R. Powen, offering to re-stock the dove cot 
at the Menagerie with fancy pigeons of pure breed, on condition 
that the common pigeons now in it be removed, that the cot be 

made rat-tight, be thoroughly cleaned, and that a feed and 

water box be placed above the platform, and that he be per
mitted to enter the cot from time to time, and make sugges

tions concerning the treatment of the birds. 
Also, requesting the Department to place some plants, &c., 

in the grounds of the Normal College, in Sixty-ninth street. 

The PRESIDENT moved that the oft'er of Mr. Wm. R. Powell, 
to re-stock the dove cot with fancy pigeons, be accepted, with 
the thanks of the Department, upon the conditions which he 

mentions; that the dove cot be put in order, and that :1\;11'. 

Powell be permitted to enter it, from time time, under the 

direction of the Director of the Menagerie. 
The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board·would 

agree with said motion, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of aU the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, "\Vetmore, Lane --3. 
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Commissioner LANE then offered the following resolution: 
Re8olved, That it be referred to the President, with power, to 

lend to institutions in the City, such plants, &c., belonging to 
the Department, as are not required ou the parks. 

Adopted. 

Sedgwick Avenue. f 

From Mr. Jonathan Ed wards, trustee of the estate of Gerard 
W. Morris, requesting that the grade of Sedgwick Avenue, be

tween Mott Avenue and Cromwell Avenue, in the Twenty-third. 

Ward, be changed so as to make it less steep. 
Also from :Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., reporting 

upon said application, and stating that Sedgwick Avenue is 
not graded between :Mott Avenue and Cromwell Avel1ue, and 
has no buildings upon it, and submitting.a plan and profile of 

such a change as he would recommend to be made in the grade 
of the avenue. 

Commissioner WETMORE moved that said subject be referred 

back to Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., to report what 
alterations would be rendered necessary in the cross streets 
should the grade of said avenue be changed as recommended. 

Adopted. 

Wall of Third Avpnue Bridge. 

From Mr. Henry Hart, requesting that the wall connected 
with the Third A venue Bridge over Harlem river, and extend

ing from One Hundred and Thirtieth Street to Harlem River, 

on the north side of Third Avenue, be removed, and an iron 
railing erected in place of it. 

Also from :Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., reporting on 
said application, and stating that the wall is an obstruction in 

passing from the street to the adjacent property, that an iron 
railing would not obviate this inconvenience, and that if the 

Department should decide to act on the application, he would 

recommend that an opening of ten feet be made at the northern 
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end of the wall; but that it is questionable whether said wall 

is under the jurisdiction of this Department or the Department 

of Public Works, and that on this point he will make a further 
report. 

Laid over. 

Road leading from Broadway to Spuyten Dnyvil Station. 

From Mr. Hiram Barney and twenty-one other owners of 

real estate on or near the proposed parkway from the railway 

station at Spuyten Duyvil to Riverdale Avenue, altering their 
request prese'1ted to the Board on the 6th of March, 1878, and 

asking that proceedings be taken to acquire the title to the 
land for the proposed parkway from the northeasterly side of 

the Spuyten Duyvil & Port Morris Railroad, at Spuyten Duyvil 
to Broadway, near Mosholu . 

(Minutes, ~Iarch 6, 1878, p. 642.) 

The PRESIDEN'I' then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted bv the Board in relation 
to the acquiring of title of the proposed parkway from the rail
way station at Spuyten Duyvil to Riverdale Avenue, on the 
6th March, 1878, and printed on page f142 of the minutes, be, 
and hereby is, altered and amended to read as follows, namely: 

Resolved, That the counsel to the Corporation be, and hereby 
is, authorized and requested to commence and prosecute pro
ceedings on behalf of the Mayor, Aldermen and Oommonalty of 
the Oity of New York. for the purpose of acquiring the title to 
the road or street and parkway running from the northeast side 
of the Spuyten Duyvil and Port Morris Railroad at Spuyte::J 
Duyvil to Broa,dway, neal' Mosholu, and crossing Riverdale 
Avenue at or near the land of Hiram Barney, as the same has 
been heretofore laid out by this Department as a first class 
road or street. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes~OQmmissiQners 'Venman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 
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The New York Eleyated Railroad Company. Battery. 

From Mr. W. T. Pelton, Vice-President of the New York 
Elevated Railroad Company, asking permission for said com

pany to extend its lines over the south portion of the Battery 
Park, so as to connect with a dock or pier near the foot of 

Whitehall Street. 
(Minutes. February 18, 1876, p. 644.) 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the application of the New York Elevated 

Railroad Company be received, and the same referred to the 
Treasurer to report upon. 

Adopted. 

John H. Beckett. 

From the Superintending Gardener, requesting that an addi-

f 

\ 

tional Division Gardener be appointed, and recommending ~ 

John H. Beckett, at present a gardener in the employment of 
the Department, for the position. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That John H. Beckett, gardener, be, and hereby 
is, promoted and appointed a Division Gardener. 

The PRESIDENT put the qnestion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members voting in favor thereof, as 

follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Lane.-3. 

Laborers in Menagerie. 

From G. L. McGowan, Thomas Farrell, Peter Shannon, 

Patrick Lannan, and Philip Holmes, laborers employed in the 
Menagerie, stating that they are employed for ten and a half 
hours each day, but only allowed for eight hours, and asking 
to be allowed for the extra time they work. 

(Minutes, Jauuary 31, 1877, p. 59l.) 

Filed. 
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Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 

presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following bills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval. 

Am. Dist. Telg. Co., rent and services .• Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Arnold, D. P., meat and vegetables ..... Maint. and Govrn't 

P. &P .....••. 

Beach, Son & Co., seed ........... , .... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

Central Gas Light Co., gas, March ..... Harlem R. B., 

Rep8., Imp. & 

Maint ......... . 

Crombie, Thos. J., lumber ........ ,., .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ....•. 

City Parks Impt. 

F ......••.... 

Devlin, Jno. B., gravel. ..... ' ......... Maint. and Govm't 

P.andP .••.. 

Early & Lane, horse pails ............. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Gillespie, H. J., coal. ................. Maint. and Govt. 

P. and P ..... . 

City Parks Impt. 

F ............ . 

Gold and Stock Telg. Co., rent of line .. Maint. and Govmt. 

P.andP ..•... 

Harlem Gas Light,Co., Gas, March .... Maint. and Go~-t. 

P. & P ....•..• 

Harlem River B. 

Impt. & Maint .. 

Keuffel & Esser, drawing matI. ........ Survg. Layg. out, 

etc., 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

$6 90 

253 68 

11 08 

46 67 

$04 97 

230 55 

285 52 

749 52 

3 00 

$99 44 

9 00 

108 44 

62 50 

$69 12 

39 ~O 

108 62 

7 27 
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Metropolitan Gas Light Co,. gas, March. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ...... . 

<Murphy &- Nesbit, brick. ........ , ..... Museum of Art .. 

Mullane, John, feed, oats, &-c •••••••••• Maint. and GOyt. 

P. and P ...... 

New York Gas Light Co., gas, March ... Maint. and Goym't 

P. and P ..... . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., gas, 

March .......................... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..... . 

New York Mutual Gas Light Co., meter 

gas ............................. Maint. and Goym't 

P. and P ...... 

Noonan, Michael, materials and labor ... Drainage Dist., 

24 til 'Yard, 

bounded by 

Fordham Ave., 

&c ........ . 

Oakley, Freel. C., coal ... " .... " ...... Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ..... 

O'Donnell, John, milk ............ , .... Maint. and Goymt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Patent 'Vater & Gas Pipe Co., pipe ..... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

Rogers, H. A., hammer and nails ....... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

City Parks Impt. 

F .......... .. 

Shaw & Venn, painting, &c ........... Museum of Art .. . 

Skidmore, Jeremiah &- Sons, coal. ...•.. Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... 

Survy. I.ayg.uo t, 

etc., 23d and 

$6 00 

30 00 

$54 00 

24th Wards.. . . 4 75 

Art Museum. . . .. 75 

Woodward, B., disenfectant .......... Maint. and Govmt. 

P. and P ..... . 

$141 45 

22 50 

297 55 

328 50 

298 45 

40 75 

1,051 90 

53 00 

9 92 

12 74 

36 00 

50 00 

59 50 

14 75 

4,061 21 

I 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance and Government of Parks and Places, ...•.. $2,568 32 

Harlem RiYer Bridges, RepairR, Impt. and Maint. . . .. . . . . 86 17 

Surveying, laying out, etc., 2Sd and 24th Wards, etc..... 12 02 

City Parks Improvement Fund ... " . . .. . . ... . .•. . . .. . . . 269 55 

Museum of Art.......... . . . • . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 73 25 

Drainage district 24th Ward, bounded by Fordham Ave-

nue, &c ............••...........•............... 105 90 
$4,061 21 

Amounting in the aggregate to the sum of four thousand and sixty.one dollars 

and twenty-one cents. 
(Signed) S. E. LA~E, ( Auditing 

\ Onmmitteo. 
New York, Wednesday, April 17th, 1878. 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 

separately, the President moved that the Board do now ap

prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 

them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting III 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Aye8-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Lane-i:!. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The TREASURER presented the following report, which was 
ordered to be printed in the minutes, viz: 

Department of Public Parks In account with Smith E. Lane, Treasurer. 

CR. 

April 3. By balance ........................... . 

Aprril3 to 16. "cash received from permits and licenses, 

DR. 

$77 50 

48 06 
$125 56 

April 3 to 16. To amount paid into City Treasury... .... $115 56 

April 16. " balance .....•...................... 10 00 
----- $125 56 

(Signed) S. E. LANE, 

NEW Y OIur, Wednesday, April 17, 1878. 

9:30 A. M. 

Treasu1·el'D. P. P. 
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Botanical Garden. 

The Treasurer, Commissioner LANE, to whom was referred 

the memorial of the" Trustees of the Botanical Garden in the 

City of New York," presented the following report: 

To the Commi8sione1'8 qf the Depart ment ql Public Park8. 

"The undersigned reports favombly upon the memorial of 
" the' Trustees of t.he Botanical Garden in the City of New 
"York,' for leave to occupy the northerly portion of Manhat
" tan Square, and recommends that the Trustees be requested 
"to state to the Department the plans and estimates of the 
" work they propose to do; and that when those plans and 
" estimates are approved by the Department, and the Trustees 
" have obtained subscriptions to a sufficient extent to carry 
" them out, and a proper per centage of the subscriptions are 
" paid in, that the agreement proposed by said Trustees be 
" executed by them alid the Department. 

"The undersigned appends to this report the memorial of 
"said 'rrustees; their communication dated April 9, 1878 ; 
" their By-Laws, and the proposed agreement, and offers the 
" following resolution: 

"Re8olved, That the report be accepted and the recom
" mendations therein be adopted. 

" Respectfully submitted, 
" (Signed) S. E. LANE. 

" Dated New York, 16 April, 1878." 
(Minutes, March 6th, 1878, p. 637.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Special Patrolmen. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be, and hereby is. authorized 

to appoint twelve special patrolmen on the police force, during 
the pleasure of the Board, and that their pay be fixed at $~ 
per day, each. 

(Minutes, October 31, 1877, p. 377.) 

•• 



Apn717,1878.J 741 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Boa.rd would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting In 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

John Johnson. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolvecl, That John Johnson be, and he is hereby, restored 
to work, as a mason, from this date. 

(Minutes, April 10, 18'78, p '718.) 

'l'he PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm- . 

ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Laying out 23d and 24th Wards, Central District. 

The PUESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the Commissioners of the Department of Public Parks of 
the City of New York, by Chapter 604 of the Laws of 1874, 
they do hereby layout the streets, roads and avenues, and 
public parks or places within the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards of the City of New York, shown on a map or 
plan entitled "Plan of Streets, Roads and Avenues, and 
Public Parks and Places in the 'Central District' of the 
'rwenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards of the City of 
New York," dated "New York, 28th March, 1878," and 
signed" J. J. R. Croes, Civil and Topographical Engineer, 
D. P. P.," of the widths, extent and direction that said 
streets, roads and avenues, and public parks or places, 
are designated on said map or plan by red lines and 
figures and by color, the same being such as to the said Com
missioners, or a majority of them, seem most conducive to the 
public good; and that the President of the Department cause 
the said several streets, roalls and avenues, and public parks 
or places, to be surveyed and designated by proper monu
ments, where the same are not already so designated, and also 
cause three similar maps or plans of the same to be prepared , 
and submitted to this Board, to be filed in pursuance of said 
Jaw above mentioned. 

(Minutes, A.pril 10, 1878, p. 718.) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm

ative, a majority of all the members 01 the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Oommissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Lane-3. 

Mineral Springs. C. H. Schultz. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Treasurer, to examine 
and report upon the condition of the lease or license of the 
"Springs" in Oentral Park, heretofore granted to Carl H. 
Schultz; the amount due for rent or license fees on account 
thereof; and what action, if any, is necessary to be taken 
in the matter. 

Adopted. 
(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 693.) 

On motion of the President, the Board adjourned at 1.30 

o'clock P. M. to meet on Wednesday, the 24th inst., at 9.15 

o'clock A. M. 

WIll. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 94" 1878. 

. ADJOURNED MEETING-9:15 o'clock A. M. 

Present-Oommissioner WENMAN, President. 

" WETMORE. 

" 
" 

OONOVER. 
LANE. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of the 17th inst., were 
read and approved. 

The following communications were presented and read: 

Brook Avenue Sewer. 

From the Oomptroller of the City, forwarding a copy of a 
letter which he had received from Mr. J. J. R. OroeR, calling his 
attention to the fact that the estimate of the work done by the 
contractors for the construction of the sewer in Brook A venue, 
during the month of March, had not been certified to by him; 
and asking the Department if the certificate of Mr. E. B. Van 
Winkle, engineer, &c., who had certified said estimate, complies 
with the provisions of the contract. 

The PRESIDENT stated that he had replied to the Comptroller, 
giving him a statement of Mr. Croes' connection with the 
Department, which he had reason to believe satisfied him 
that Mr. Van Winkle's certificate complied with the provisions 

of the contract. 
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The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Engineer E. R Van Winkle, be, and he is 

hereby, placed in temporary cbarge of all the work here.to£ore 
in cbarge of the Civil and Topographical Engineer, wIthout 
any additional compensation. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 699.) 

The PRESIDENT put tbe question, W bether the Board would I 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of tbe Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane-4. 

Museum of Art. Museum of Natural History. 

Prom the Comptroller of the Oity, stating that it is necessary 
for the Department to m<1ke a further requisition forthe issue 
of Museum of Art and Natural History stock, authorized by 
Sec. 2, Ohap. 290, Law8 of 1871. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolvf,d, That the Commis~ioners of the Dflpartment of 

Public Park" of the Oityof New York hereb,v make requisition 
upon the Comptroller of the Oity of New York, for the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollals ($100.000) for the cODstruction 
of a MU8eum of Art, and a Museum of Natural History, as 
provided by Section 2, Ohapter 290 Laws, of 1871. 

(Minutes, June 28, 1876, p. 161.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore Conover, Lane 
-4. 

M useurn of Art. 

From the Comptroller of the City, stating that Messrs. Moran 
and Armstrong had recovered a judgment against the Oity for 

$5,082.41 for extra work upon the Museum of Art building, and 
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asking that the Department would make requisition for its pay

ment from the proper fund. 
(Minutes, May 23, 18'7'1, p. 53.) 

Laid over. 

Trees on 110th Street. 

From the Commissioner of Public Works, stating that the 
employes of the Department of Public Works had been 
stopped by the police of t.his Department in the work of plant
ing trees on the southerly side of One Hundred and Tenth 
Street, between Fifth and Eighth Avenues; that this portion of 
One Hundred and Tenth Street forms part of the Eastern 
Boulevard, and that Chap. 528, Laws of 1873, placed this work 
entirely under the control of the Department of Public Works; 
that it is desirable that the trees all along the Boulevard should 
be uni.form; that if the work be done by the Department of 
Public Works, the cost will be paid by assessment; and 
asking ,that the police be directed not to interfere with the 
work. 

The PRESIDENT then stated that he had given permission to 
the Department of Public Works to plant the trees, but at the 
same time called the attention of the Commissioner of Public 
Works to Chap.-580,of the Laws of 1873, which gives this De
partment jurisdiction over the matter. 

Commissioner -WETMORE moved that the action of the Presi

dent be approved. 
Adopted. 

144th Street and Willis Avenue. 

From the Health Department, calling the attention of the 
Department to the condition of the street crossing at One 
Hundred and Forty-fourth Street and Willis Avenue. 

Referred to the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 
Twenty-fourth Wards. 
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Boiler at the Museum. 

From the Police Department, certifying to the inspection of 
the steam boiler in the Museum, Central Park. 

Filed. 

Croton Water pipes in Central Park. 

From the Superintendent of Parks, stating that there have F· 
been frequent breaks in the Croton Water pipes in Central 
Park, especially in the upper section of the Park; that the cost 
this season to repair the pipes has amounted to $~80; that the 
pipes are made of sheet-iron, covered with cern ent, and that 
they are laid at a depth of from eight to fourteen feet, which 
causes too great a weight upon them. 

He therefore recommends that a series of four inch cast 
iron pipes be laid from the hanging rock near One hundred 
and Tenth Street to the first hydrant on the east side of the 
East Drive, about 1400 feet distance, as this section is the 
lowest and has the most pressure, and that the pipes be not 
laid at a greater depth than four feet. The cost of the work he 
estimates at $700. 

The PRESIDENT moved that a four inch cast iron pipe be laid 
from the hanging rock, near One hundred and Tenth Street, to 
the first hydrant on the east side of the East Drive, in the 
manner recommended by the Superintendent of Parks. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

.Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Sfuyten Duyvil Parkway. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., submitting three 
similar maps or plans prepared for filing of the grades of 
Spuyten Duyvil Parkway, extending from the Spuyten Duyvil 
station on the Hudson River Railroad, to Riverdale Avenue. 

(Minutes, May 2, 1877, p. 2, and April 17, 1878, p. 735.) 
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Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following resolu
tion: 

Resolved, That James F. Wenman, t,he President, one of the 
members of the Board of Commissioners of the Department of 
Public Parks be, and he is hereby, designated and directed to 
certify and file, as provided by law, the three similar maps or 
plans, each comprising four sheets, and entitled" Plan and pro
"files showing the location, width, windings, courses, and 
" grades of the Spuyten Duyvil Parkway, from the Hudson 
" River to RiverdaleAvenue, in the Twenty-fourth Ward of the 
" City of New York, as laid out and establiS'hed by the Commis
" sioners of the Department of Public Parks, in pursuance of 
II the provisions of Chap. 6U-~, of the Laws of 1874," dated 
"New York, 20th March, 1878," and signed "J. J. R. Croes, 
"Civil and Topographical Engineer, Department of Public 
I< Parks." . 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirm
ative, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Sedgwick A venue. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., reporting what 
alterations would be necessary in the grades of the cross streets, 
should the Department change the grade of Sedgwick Avenue, 
between Mott Avenue and Cromwell Avenue. 

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 734.) 

Commissioner WETMORE then offered the following preamble 
and resolution: 

Whereas, The Commissioners of the Department of Public 
Parks of the City of New York, or a majority of them deem the 
changes (specified on the map, or plan and profile hereinafter 
mentioned) in the grades of the streets, roads and avenues, as 
laid down and established by the Commissioners appointed 
under the provisions of Chap. 841, of the Laws of 1868, on a 
map of the same, filed in the office of the Register of the county 
of Westchester, on the 23d day of February, 1871, to be re
quired; therefore, 
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, ... 

Resolved That, under and by virtue of the powers conferred 
on the said Oommissioners of the Department of Public Parks 
of the City of New York, by Chaptflrs 329 and 604 of the Laws 
of 1874, they do hereby alter, amend and establish the grades 
of the streets, roads and avenues within that part of the Twenty
third Ward of the City of New York, which formerly constituted 
the town of Morrisania, and which lies north and east of a line 
commencing at the termination of the southerly line of One 
Hundred and Fifty-fifth Street, at or in the Hudson River,run- I· 
ning thence eastm:ly along said southerly line of One Hunrlred 
and Fifty-fifth Street, and a prolongation of said line to the 
middle of Harlem Hiver, running thflnce southerly along the 
middle of said Harlem River, to the Sound north of Bandel's 
Island; shown on a map or plan and profile entitled" Map or 
"plan and profile showing the grade of Sedgwick Avenue, from 
"Mott Avenue to Cromwell Avenue in the Twenty-third Ward 
"of the City of New York" dated" New York, AprillGth, 1878" .. 
and signed" E. B. VanWinkle, Engineer and Surveyor, &c. " of 
the extent and direction that said grades are designated on said 
plan and profile, and that the grades so altered, amended and 
established are such as to the said Commissioners, or a majority 
of them seem most conducive to the public good. And that 
the President of the Department cause to be prepared and sub-
mitted to this Board, three similar plans and profiles of the 
same, to be filed in pursuance of said laws above mentio~ed. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said pre am ble and resolution, and it was determined 
in the affirmative, a majority of all the members of the Board •. 

voting in favor thereof, as follows: 
Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 

-4. 

Wall of Third Avenue Bridge. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., reporting that he 
had consulted with the Counsel to the Corporation whQ stated 

that in his opinion, Section 6 of Chapter 534, Laws of 1871, 

conferred upon this Department, jurisdiction of the wall at 

Third Avenue Bridge over the Harlem River. 
(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 734,) 

The PRESIDENT then moved that the Superintendent of 

Parks be directed to remove ten feet of the northern portion of 
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the wall at Third Avenue Bridge, which extends on the north 
side of Third Avenue from One Hundred and Thirtieth Street, 
to the Harlem River. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in thn affirmative, 

\ a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wen man, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

H. W. Vogel. 

From Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., requesting that 
Mr. Henry W. Vogel, assistant in the office of the Civil and 
Topographical Engineer, be restored to his position, as he re
quires his services in making calculations for the proper placing 
in position of t.he monuments of the streets laid out in the 
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards. 

(Minutes, March 27, 1878, p. 699.) 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. Henry W. Vogel be, and he is hereby, 

restored to his former position as assistant, from this date, and 
that his pay be fixed at the r?>te of $2,50 per day. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

William Jackson. 

From t·he Disbursing Clerk, stating that he requires ad
ditional assistance in his. office. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Mr. William Jackson be, and he is hereby, 

appointed a skilled laborer, and that his pay be fixed at $2 per 
day. 
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The PRESIDENT put the question whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 

thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover Lane 
-4. 

Charles E. Pierce. 

From the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Avenue im
provement, stating that he requires another chainman to act 

as an inspector. 
(Minutes, March 23, 1878, p. 690.) 

Commissioner CONOVER offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That :Mr. Charles E. Pierce be, and he is hereby, 

appointed a Chainman, to act as an Inspector, upon the work 
of constructing and improving Riverside Avenue, and that his 
pay be fixed at $78 per month. 

The PRESIDENT put the queetion, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners W enman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

John Wrigley, Carpenter. 

From the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and Twenty
fourth Wards, stating that it is necessary for him to be able to 
employ a carpenter on short notice to make repairs, and re
questing that he be allowed to place John Wrigley, carpenter, 
whom he had employed on an order from the Treasurer, upon 
his time returns for the 18th, 19th and 20th instants. 

The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of the Twenty-third and 

Twenty-fourth Wards be, and he is hereby, authorized to em
ploy :Mr. John Wrigley, carpenter, from time to time, as he 
may require the serviceI'> of a carpenter; that he be also 
authorized to return his time for the 18th, 19th and 20th insts., 
and that his pay be fixed at $2.50 per day. 

) 
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The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 

agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma

tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 

favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

American Museum of Natural HiHtory. 

From Mr. D. Huntington and others, a Committee of the 

Metropolitan Museum of art, and also Mr. Percy R. Pyne and 

others, a Committee of the American Museum of Natural His

tory, requesting the DApartnent to divide the sum of $20,000 

allowed for the maintenance of said museums for 1878, equally 

between both institutions. 
(Minutes, January 5, 1878, p. 4SS.) 

Commissioner CO~OVER moved that the request of said Com

mittees be complied with. 

Adopted. 

Sewer in 134th Street. 

From Mr. Lewis B. Brown and foUl' others, owners of prop

ertyon One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Street, requesting that 

a sewer be constructed in said street, from Third Avenue to a 

point 131~ feet east of Alexander Avenue. 
Referred to Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., for his 

report. 

Sewer in 135th Street. 

From Mr. Patrick O'Hare and five others, owners of prop

erty on One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Street, requesting that 

the sewer in said street from Lincoln Avenue to a point 131 

feet east of Alexander Avenue, be lowered tD a proper grade. 

Referred to Mr. E. B. Van Winkle, Engineer, &c., for his 

report. 
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Sewer Connections on Riverside Avenue. 

From Mr. H. H. Cammann, asking permIssIOn to connect 
the waste pipes from three houses between One Hundred and 
Fifth and One Hundred and Sixth Streets near Riverside Ave

nue, with the sewer now being constructed in that avenue. 

~ 
\ 

I 
{ 

(Minutes, September 19, 1877, p. 297.) ) 

Referred to the Superintending Engineer of Riverside Ave-

nue improvement, for his report. 

Christopher Street Park. 

From Mr. Gilbert J. Bogert and seventeen others, residents 
and property owners of the Ninth Ward, calling the attention 
of the Department to the condition of the sidewalks, gutter, 
curb and railings around Chl'istopher Street Park, and asking 

that the same be repaired. 
(Minutes, June 27, 1877, p. 133.) 

Commissioner' CONOVER moved that said communication and 

subject be referred to the President to report. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Audit. 

Commissioner LANE, Chairman of the Auditing Committee, 
presented the following report: 

The Auditing Committee beg leave to report that they have 
examined and audited the following Llills, and submit the same 
to the Board for approval: 
Baker, Voorhis &; Co., Session Laws, 

1877 •••..•.......•..••...... , '. Maint. and Govrn't 

P. andP ...... . $2 75 

Beach, Son &; Co., seed ..............• Maint. and Govt. 

P. &;P .....•.. !l3,8,6 
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Devlin, Jno. B., gravel. •.•.••.••••••• Maint. and Govm't 

P. &P ....... . 

Gibb &; O'Reilly, materials and labor .. Museum Nat. Hist. 

Harmer, Hays & Co., saddle irons, &c •• Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ..•.... 

Mai~t. 23d and 

24th Wards .... 

Jube, John P. &; Co, shafts ......•...•• Maint. and Govm't 

P. &P ....... . 

Reuifel &; Esser, drawing materials ..... City Parks Impmt. 

Fund ••....••• 

McNab & Harlin Manufacturing Com-

pany, plumbing materials .•.....•. Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ....•• 

Sanderson Bros., Steel Co., steel. ...... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

Salamander Works, vitrified pipe .....• Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ...• 

Walton Bros., shovels and caain ...... Maint. 23d and 

24th Wards ... 

Maint. and Govm't 

P. andP .... •• 

Wetmore &; Co., iron .......•......... Maint. and Govm't 

P. and P ...... 

RECAPITULATION. 

Maintenance. and Government of Parks and Places •••...• 

Museum Natural History ......................•.....• 

Maintenance &c., Twenty-third and Twenty.fourth Wards. 

City Parks Improvement Fund. . . .. . . .. . . •. . ......... . 

$10 50 

3 83 

$29 211 

1 50 

$860 36 

1,166 63 

34 73 
10 05 

'189 32 

1,166 63 

14 38 

12 00 

10 05 

14 21 

5 08 

1 65 

SO 75 

11 19 

$2,071 '1'1 

-- $2,071 '17 

Amounting in the aggregate to 

dollars and seventy.seven cents. 

(Si*ned) 

the sum of two thonsand and seventy.one 

New York, April 24th, 18'18. 

S. E. LANE, }' Auditing 
SAML. CONOVER,. Oommittll. 



754 [ Wednesday, 

The above mentioned bills having been read and passed on 
separately, the Pl'esident moved that the Board do now ap
prove them, and that the Secretary be directed to transmit 
them to the Finance Department for payment. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
it majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

New York Elevated Railroad Co., Battery. 

The Treasurer, to whom was referred the application of the 
New York Elevated Railroad Company for permission to ex
tend its lines over the south portion of the Battery Park, pre
sented a report recommending that the license applied for be 
granted on the same terms, covenants and conditions as the 
original grant. 

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. '736.) 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that said report be received 
and filed. 

Adopted. 
The PRESIDENT then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the application of the New York Elevated 
Railroad Company for permission to extend its lines on the 
Battery Park, be, and hereby is, Tefused. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said Tesolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover-3. 
No-Commissioner Lane-I. 

D. S. Dickinson. 

Commissioner CONOVER moved that Daniel S. Dickinson be, 
and he is hereby, transferred from the position of division 

J 

,I 
I 
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gardener and appointed a skilled laborer, and that his pay 
be fixed at $2 per day. 

(Minutes, April 3, 1878, p. 711.) 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said motion, and it was determined in the affimra
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

Botanical Garden. 

Commissioner LANE offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the report of the Treasurer upon the memo

rial of the" Trustees of the Botanical Garden in the City of 
New York," presented to the Board at its last meeting, together 
with the documents accompanying it, be printed as a document 
of the Board. 

(Minutes, April 17, 1878, p. 740.) 

See Document No. 79. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma
tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in 
favor thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Wetmore, Conover, Lane 
-4. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the Board adjourned at 11:30 
o'clock A.M., to meet on Friday, the 26th inst., at 9:30 
0' clock A.M. 

WM. IRWIN, 

Secretary D. P. P. 
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FRIDA Y, APRIL ~6, 1~78. 

ADJOURNED MEETING-9:30 o'clock, A. M. 

Presen t-Commissioner W ENMAN, President. 

" CONOVER. 
" LANE. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT, the reading of the minutes of 
the previous meeting of the 24th instant was laid over. 

I"ighting the Lamps in tlle Parks. &c. 

At the hour of half-past nine o'clock A. M. the Comptroller of 
the City entered, and the meeting being opened to the public, 
the President of the Department, in the presence of the Comp
troller, and of such of the parties making proposals as desired 
to be present, opened the estimate box, and publicly opened 
and read all estimates or proposals which had been received 
in pursuance of advertisements duly published in the Oity 

Record, for furnishing illuminating material to and lighting, &c., 
all or any portion of the public lamps in the public parks and 
places, and on the bridges of the City of New York (except the 
ornamental lamps at the north side of Union Square), under 
the control of the Department of Public Parks, from the first 
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day of May, 1878, until the 31st day of December, 1878, both 
days inclusive. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

(Mc,nt3>, April 17, 1878, p, 730.) 

The following estimates or proposals were received: 

BIDDERS. 

,For the illuminating mate
i rial for each lamp, and 

for the lighting, cleaning 
and reglazing the same, 
and replacing the cocks, 
tubes, stand-pipes, burn
el's and other appliances 
which may be used for a 
like purpose and cross
heads,lamp irons and lan
terns thereto, and keep
ing each lamp and lamp
post in thorough repair, 
as required. 

New York Gas-Light I 
Company .......... '1. $12,00 

Metropolitan Gas-Light 
Company ........... $13.00 

The Harlem Gas-Light 
Company .......... $13.42 

The New York Mutual 
Gas-Light Company., 

I 
$6.66 

Illuminating Material 
proposed to be 

supplied. 

Gas. 

Gas. 

Gas. 

Gas. 

The portions of the City included III these proposals are as 
follows, viz. : 

lST.-THE NEW YORK GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

The district lying south of a line drawn through Grand, Sullivan and Canal 
Streets, from the East River to the North or Hudson River. 

2ND.-THE METROPOLITAN GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City of New York bounded as follows: 

On the south by the centre line of Thirty-fourth Street; on the north by the 
centre line of Seventy.ninth street and the ~entre line of Transverse Road No.2 
in the Central Park; on the East by the East River, and on the West by the 
Hudson River. 

/ 
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3RD.-THE HARLEM GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

That portion of the City of New York bounded as follows: 

By a line commencing at the intersection of the centre line of Seventy-ninth 
Street and the East River, running thence along the centre line of said Seventy
ninth Street and the centre line of Transverse Road No.2, to the Hudson 
River; thence along said Hudson River to Spuyten Duyvil creek; thence along 
said creek to the Harlem River; thence along said Harlem River and through 
the draws in the Central and Third Avenue Bridges to the East River; thence 
along East River to the centre line of Seventy-ninth Street, the place of begin
ning. 

4TH.-THE NEW YORK MUTUAL GAs-LIGHT COMPANY. 

Union Square, bounded by Fourth Avenue, Broadway, Fourteenth Street and 
Seventeenth Street. 

Madison Square. bounded by Madison Avenue. Broadway, Twenty-third Street 
and Twenty-sixth Street. 

Tompkins Square, bounded by A venue A, Avenue B, Seventh Street and Tenth 
Street. 

Washing-ton Square, bounded by Wooster Street, McDougal Street, Fourth 
Street and Waverly Place. 

Jackson Square, bounded by Horatio Street, Greenwich and Eighth Avenues. 
Cooper Institute Square, bounded by Third and Fourth Avenues and Seventh 

Street. 
Worth Monument. bounded by Fifth Avenue and Twenty-fifth Street. 
Washington Monument, at junction of Fourth Avenue and Fourteenth Street. 
Gasalier, at junction of Fifth Avenue and Twenty-Third Street. 
Gasalier, at junction of Fifth AvenGe and Twenty.fourth Street. 

The COMPTROLLER of the City then retired. 

The PRESIDENT offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thattheproposals (Nos. 1, 2, 3aud4), of the New York 
Gas Light Company, the Metropolitan Gas Light Company, 
the Harlem Gas Light Company and the New York Mutual Gas 
Light Company, to light the public lampR in the parks, squares, 
places and bridges under the conttol of this Department, with 
gas, from May 1st to December 31st, 1878, both days inclusive, 
be accepted as the lowest bids for the several portions of the 
City mentioned in their proposals; that the contracts for said 
portions of the Oity be, and hereby are, awarded to said com
panies therefor, and that the President be, and hereby is, 
authorized to execute said contracts for and on behalf of this 
Department. 

The PRESIDENT put the question, whether the Board would 
agree to said resolution, and it was determined in the affirma-
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tive, a majority of all the members of the Board voting in favor 
thereof, as follows: 

Ayes-Commissioners Wenman, Conover, Lane-3. 

On motion of the PRESIDENT the Board adjourned at 9:45 J 
o'clock A. M., to meet on Wednesday, the 1st day of May, 1878, 
at 9:15 o'clock A. M. 

WM. IRWIN, 
Secretary, D. P. P. 

t. 
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